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coun of santa olara

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE THEOOORE J, MONIZ, COMMISSIONER

7S WEST ST. JAMES STREET
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95113 299-2171

Harch 15, 1967

MR. EARL COKE, DIRECTOR
CALIFORNIA DEPARTME~£ OF AGRICULTURE:

THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA:

AND:

MR. HOWARD W. CAMPEN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE:

Gentlemen:

This 1966 Annual Agricultural Crop Report for the County of Santa Clara,
is herewith submitted in accordance with the provision of Section 65.5 of the
California Agricultural Code.

The report shows the acreage, production and gross values of the commercial
crops and products produced in the County.

Also included in this report, as a point of interest, are two data
sheets, one showing the "Acreage Trend" of our total bearing and non-bearing
acreage of fruit, nut and grape crops from 1950 through 1966, and the other

showing the bearing and non-bearing acreage of our major fruit and nut crops
for North and South County, using Coyote as the dividing line.

A. C. P. payments are not included in the gross value figures, but are
only reported for informational purposes.

I wish to take this opportunity to express my appreciation and to
sincerely thank all individuals and organizations who so willingly cooperated
with this department in contributing the information necessary for this
report.

To all the members of my staff, expressed appreciation is being given
for their efforts in tile compilation of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

J. MONIZ
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
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COMMENTS ON 1966 CROP PRODUCTION

Santa Clara County experienced a dry spring season with less than 2" of
rain after February I, 1966. This coupled with unusually warm weather

resulted in a 7 to i0 day earlier harvest date for many crops. It also was
the cause for extra irrigations of field, vegetable and orchard crops. In
spite of adverse weather conditions, as well as decreased prices for some of
the major crops, the total gross income was $71,744,000. an increase of over
i million dollars over 1965.

Fruit and nut tree acreage showed a loss of approx 2200 acres over the
previous year. Urbanization was ~esponsible for the bulk of this loss,
although a few of the older orchards were replaced by vegetable, cut flower,
and berry crops.

Apricot growers partially recovered from a near disastrous 1965 season.
1966 gross falnn income from this crop was up almost one million dollars over
the previous year on slightly less tonnage.

1966 prune prices for good quality fruit were the highest since 1961.

In spite of reduced acreage and some poor quality fruit due to sunburn,
side and end cracks, and small sizes, growers realized more than i million
dollars over the 1965 gross income.

Livestock and’poultry raisers benefited from slightly higher prices for
meat, milk and eggs. However, total production in these commodities were
less than in the previous year. This resulted in a decrease of almost 2
million dollars.

After considerable field experience with mechanical tomato harvesting
equipment in 1965, local growers of canning tomatoes increased their acreage
to 7,000 acres in 1966. Approximately 5,000 of the 7,000 acres were picked
by about 50 of these harvesters.

The fact that no established price was available for Bartlett and
Hardy canning pears, when this report was prepared, an estimated price was
used to compute the values, consequently the gross return for all pears
showed a loss of $2,073,250. Pear Decline continues to plague local pear
growers. This disease was severe during 1966 and appears to be on the
increase. Pear psylla populations were high last year and an apparent
immunity to some spray chemicals was noted. This insect pest is considered
to be the vector and the cause of the spread of this serious pear disease.
To complicate the Pear Decline situation we now have the Pear Leaf Purple

Curl disorder, a virus disease that may be transmitted by psylla, buddA~g
or seed.

Cut flowers led all individual crops in dollar value for the second
season in a row. Increased field and green house growing areas and
slightly higher prices per bloom resulted in a $12,171,000 gross return to
county flower growers. Lack of air transportation during the airplane

strike caused considerable concern to this industry and prevented many
eastern shipments, which resulted in a considerable loss of revenue.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE THEODORE[ J- MONIZ. COMMtSSlONER

7=; WEST ST. JAMES STREET 299-2171
SAN JOSEt CALIFORNIA 9S113

March 15, 1968

MR. EARL COKE, DIRECTOR
CALIFORNIA DEP~RTMENT OF AGRICULTURE:

THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA:

AND

MR. HOWARD Wo CAMPEN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE:

Gentlemen:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2279 of the California
Agricultural Code, I am pleased to submit this 1967 Annual Agricultural Crop
Report of the acreage, production and valuation of the agricultural crops and

products of the County of Santa Clara.

The gross value of the conm~ercial crops and products produced was $71,978,895,

which is an increase of ~376,100 over the ,rear 1966. It must be emphasized that
this report reflects a gross return and in no way represents the actual profit

to the producer.

A. C. P, payments are not included in the gross value figures, but are

only reported for informational purposes.

As a point of interest, also included iu this report are three data sheets,

one showing crops and products exceeding "One Million" dollars in value, one
showing the "Acreage Trend" of our bearing ard non-bearing acreage of our major

fruit, nut and grape crops, and one showing t~e acreage of our major fruit, nut
and grape crops for North and South County, u~ing Coyote as the dividing line.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation and
assistance of all individuals and organizations who so willingly cooperated
with this department in contributing the information necessary to make this

report possible.

To all the members of my staff, I express my sincere thanks for their
diligent efforts in obtaining and compiling the information reflected in this

report.

Respectfully submitted,

~ODORE J. MONIZ V
~RICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
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COMMENTS ON 1967 CROP PRODUCTION

Production for most of the deciduous fruit crops in Santa Clara County
was greatly reduced because of a very poor fruit set due to the prolonged
rainy period during late March and April, while the fruit crops were in bloom.
From this report it is quite evident that prune production was not as severely
affected as were apples, apricots, cherries and pears. Prune production was
up slightly, but a three to one dry-away was experienced along with a larger
tonnage of smaller and inferior fruit. Due to lower prices the gross income
for prunes decreased from $10,212,900.00 to $8,781,500.00, consequently prunes
lost its rating in rank as the number one crop in Santa Clara County.

Apple income decreased $38,100.00, apricot production dropped 12,840 tons

below the 34,000 tons for 1966, and the value decreased $1,541,000.00, cherries
dropped from $3,236,000.00 to $1,189,000.00. Pear production undoubtedly suffered
the greatest loss, decreasing from 57,710 tons to 20,445 tons, and even though
pears received one of the highest prices ever paid the value still decreased
$1,417,100.00. Walnut production was lower, but due to higher prices the gross
income increased $285,000.00. Though higher prices were paid for most of the
crops the over all gross income returns for all fruits, grapes and nuts decreased
$6,283,700.00. There was also a reduction of 4,123 acres of our major fruit
crops, with prunes losing 2,164 acres. Strawberry production and gross value
exceeded that of 1966, even though the first crop was damaged and picking

hampered by wet weather.

Even though inclement weather severely hampered seeding and planting of

many of our vegetable crops, and with approximately 1600 additional acres
planted over 1966, the overall total gross value increased from $13,223,600.00
to $16,926,300.00, with tomatoes (the number two crop in Santa Clara County),

cucumbers and bell peppers showing the largest increases, these three vegetable
crops have received a place in the million dollar income category.

Additional new plantings of cut flowers in Santa Clara County continues to

increase steadily. Total production area under glass, plastic or fiberglass is
11,267,000 square feet, and there was approximately 155 acres producing outdoor
chrysanthemums, asters, gladioli, iris, daisies, statice, strawflowers, sweet peas

and other cut flowers.

The total gross income for all cut flowers increased $2,474,400.00, with
chrysanthemums leading all other crops produced in the county in dollar value
with a gross income of $10,021,000.00, and now holds the number one rating in

rank as the leadin$ individual ~ross income crop in the County. Carnations
also showed an i,crease in income of from $2,494~000.00 to $3,265,000.00.

With nearly ten (i0) inches of rain falling in late March and April, which
caused considerab!,~ a~guish and near disaster for some crops, it nevertheless
was beneficial from the standpoint of maintaining our water level. Most of
the reservoirs were filled to capacity, and maintained a favorable water level
throughout the summer. Pasture and range land benefited tremendously, and
generally provided ample range feed for livestock throughout the summer months.
Because of the late rains most growers saved from one to two irrigations of

their orchards, and the smne was true for other crops.
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County of Santa Clara

California

Department of Agriculture
75 West St. James Street

San Jose, California 95113
299-2171 Area Code 408

MR. JERRY W. FIELDER
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE:

THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA:

AND

MR. HOWARD W. CA~EN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE:

Gentlemen:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2279 of the
California Agricultural Code, I am pleased to submit this 1968
Annual Agricultural Crop Report of the acreage, production and
valuation of the agricultural crops and products of the County
of Santa Clara.

The gross value of the commercial crops and products produced
was $75,068,425, which is an increase of $2,970,330 over the year
1967. It must be emphasized that this report reflects a ~
return and in no way represents the actual profit to the prod-
ucer.

Again, as a point of interest, also included in this report
are three data sheets, one showing crops and products exceeding
"One Million" dollars in value, one showing the "Acreage Trend"
of our bearing and non-bearing acreage of our major fruit, nut
and grape crops, and one showing the acreage of our major fruit,
nut and grape crops for North and South County, using Coyote as
the dividing line.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation
and assistance of all individuals and organizations who so willingly
cooperated with this department in contributing the information nec-
essary to make this report possible.

To all the members of my staff, I express my sincere thanks
for their diligent and concientious efforts in obtaining and com-
piling the information for this report.

~~R~ubmitt~’

E J. MONIZ~
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
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COMMENTS ON 1968 CROP PRODUCTION

The 1968 total gross agricultural income for all crops, including
livestock, poultry and their products that were produced in Santa Clara
County was $75,068,425., which is an increase of nearly $3,000,000. over
that of 1967. The 1968 total is also the highest since 1961, which was

377,008,400.

The total gross incomes for berries, vegetables, field crops, cut
flowers, honey, livestock and poultry products showed a slight decrease

from 1967, but substantial increases are shown for deciduous fruits,
nuts, grapes, seed crops, livestock and poultry.

For the second consecutive year j despite marketing difficulties

from transportation problems and a surplus of flowers in midsummer,
chrysanthemums, as a cut flower crop with a gross income of $9,393,000.
still holds the number one spot as the leading income crop in Santa

Clara County.

Tomatoes and prunes, again ranked second and third respectively,
for the second year in a row, with respective gross incomes of $8,563,000.
and $8,498,000. It was anticipated that tomato tonnage per acre would
show an increase over that of 1967, but due to unexpected heavy rains

during the late harvest season, which spoiled considerable tonnage, the

yield dropped from 25.7 tons per acre to 24.5. Even though prune prices
were slightly higher in 1968, the gross income decrease of $273,400. was

due to a slightly lower yield per acre and a loss of 650 bearing acres.

Higher prices and better yields for most of the deciduous fruit,

nut and grape crops is the reason for the $23,982,700 gross value for
all these crops, which ~ an increase of $3,494,100 over 1967. A below
normal yield of apricots, and a loss of nearly I0,000 tons of a predicted
large bartlett pear crop that was not harvested because of sizing problems,
accounted for a lesser increase than was anticipated.

In contrast to the spring of 1967, an early, warm, spring brought
rapid development in all tree crops. The average bloom date was about
10 to 15 days early. Three warm days in late March, with a high of
82 degrees, did affect the apricot fruit set, and some injury was evident
on prune and pear blossoms. Spotty severe frost in the San Martin - Gilroy

area on the mornings of April 17th. through the 22nd., with temperatures
as low as 28 degrees, caused some damage to walnuts, prunes, pears and

tomatoes.
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Cou~’ - nty -of Santa clara

Agricultural Crop Report

1969
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County of Santa Clara

California

Department of Agriculture
75 West St. James Street

San Jose, California 95113
299-2171 Area Cod~ 408

March 16, 1970

MR. JERRY W. FIELDER, DIRECTOR
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE:

THE HONORABLE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA:

AND

MR. HOWARD W. CAMPEN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE:

Gentlemen:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2279 of the
California Agricultural Code, I am pleased to submit this 1969
Annual Agricultural Crop Report of the acreage, production and
valuation of the agricultural crops and products produced in

the County of Santa Clara.

The gross value of the commercial crops and products produced

was ~68,628,765, which is ~6,0881860 less than the year of 1968.
.It must be emphasized that this report reflects a ~ross return and
in no way represents the actual profit to the producer.

I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the cooperation
and assistance of all individuals and organizations who so willingly

cooperated with this department in contributing the information nec-

essary to make this report possible.

¯ To all the members of my staff, I express my sincere thanks
tfor their diligent and concientious effort in obtaining and com-

piling the information for this report.

Respectfully ubmitted,

e

~H~DORE J. MONIZ ~ ~

~ICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
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