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Michael R. Reed

Michael Reed is professor of Agricultural Eco-
nomics and director of International Programs
for Agriculture at the University of Kentucky
(UKy). He also directs the graduate program in
Agricultural Economics. Reed holds a Ph.D. in
economics (with a minor in statistics) from lowa
State University (1979); he has been at the UKy
since 1978. He also holds a Doctor Honoris
Causa (Honorary Ph.D.) from Bucharest Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary
Medicine (Romania).

Reed’s principal area of research and teach-
ing is international trade in agricultural products.
His research includes the effects of macroeco-
nomic policies and exchange rates on U.S. food
exports, the dynamics of consumer demand in
various countries, and the effects of competition
patterns on world agricultural trade patterns. He
has been coauthor of papers receiving the out-
standing journal article award from the Journal
of Agricultural and Applied Economics and the
Journal of Farm Managers and Rural Appraisers.
He has made invited addresses in Armenia, China,
Indonesia, Korea, Oman, Romania, Serbia, and
Thailand. He has over 55 refereed journal arti-
cles and has served as director for 24 M.S. theses
and 30 Ph.D. dissertations during his tenure at
UK.

Reed has the most widely used textbook in
agricultural trade—International Trade in Agri-
cultural Products, published by Prentice-Hall
(also published in China and Indonesia)—and has
been published widely in the area of agricultural
trade and commodity price analysis. He was also
coeditor of a book entitled Competitiveness in
International Food Markets (Westview Press).

Reed has wide-ranging international expe-
rience. He was executive director of the Center
for Agricultural Export Development during its
life (1988—1995) and has been an international
consultant for many organizations, including
The Economist Intelligence Unit, Schaeffer
Global Group, the U.S. Agency for International
Development, Chemonics International, and var-
ious university and government organizations.

Reed has been married to his wife, Gail, since
1973. They have two children, Laura and Brian.
Laura and her husband Kurt live in Chicago,
Illinois with two children, Isabel and Charlie.
Brian and his wife Jenna live in Austin, Texas.



