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1969

Jerry W. Fielder, Director
California Department of Agriculture

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Kern

The Annual Crop Report for the County of Kern is submitted in accordance with Section 2279
of the Agricultural Code. The values quoted are gross FOB figures and do not represent net
income te¢ the farmers of this county.

The estimated value of all crops produced during 1969 is $320,166,910, which is $4,777,250
less than the 1968 total of $324,944,160.

Cattle and calves moved into top position on the list of most valuable crops. A greater
aumber of head were marketed compared with the prior year, along with an increase in total
weight gained and price per pound. The total valuation is $65,296,000.

Cotton growers experienced a difficult year. Harvested acreage increased to 178,000, but
yield lint per acre is down 16% and the price per pound the lowest since 1945. The Farm
and Home Advisor's Office has estimated the net production cost to grow cotton in Kern
County is $382.00, and our report indicates the gross return to farmers in 1969 is approxi-
mately $278.00 per acra. The tremendous cost-price squeeze is clearly evident in this
important crop, and similar situations are true throughout the agricultural industry. The
total estimated value of cotton is $49,496,000, a decrease of 19% from the 1968 crop which
amounted to $61,311,000.

Total value of grapes is only slightly above the previous year on increased acreage and
tonnage produced. Price per ton received decreased by 25% from $132.92 to $100.08. Kern
County table grape growers did a fine job of marketing their product under extenuating
circumstances, but some growers are indicating it may be necessary for them to change their
cultural practices to winery grapes because of continued high production and labor costs
plus labor difficulties.

Potato growers had another unprofitable year. The season was unusually late because of
weather conditions and shipments were behind normal from the start until completion of
harvest which caused growers to ship later in July than in any previous year. It is esti-
mated one-third of the late spring production moved during July, and this was a contrib-
uting factor to the poorer than usual quality of late offerings. Harvested acres increased
from 38,800 to 41,940, but value decreased from $41,505,400 to $36,309,500.

Twenty-eight commodities listed in this report have an estimated vaiue of over one million
dollars each. The list varies some from year to year, but changes could become more
evident as farm operations switch to high gross income crops in order to stay ahead of
production costs.

We appreciate the cooperation of Kern County growers and all others who contributed toward
the compilation of the 1969 Agricultural Crop Report.

C. Seldon I‘To'?le{y )

Agricultural CommissiQher abe
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Almonds

Apples

Apricots

Avocados

Cherxies

Figs

Grapefruit

Grapes, Raisin
Table
Wine
A1l

Lemons

Nectarines

Olives

Oranges, Navel
Valencia
Tangerines

Tangelos

Peaches, Clingstone

Freestone
Pears
Pecans
Persimmons

Pistachios
Plums
Pomegranages
Prunes
Quince

Walnuts

1969

PERMANENT ACREAGE

Bearing Non~bearing
1,410 12,225
176 952
10 151

- 86

2 2

1 261

4 _—
21,852 108
11,185 90
6,035 98
39,072 296
- 1,069

210 220
220 81
3,911 6,832
1,549 2,242
237 135

62 466

756 235
1,139 592
319 95
- 4

10 -

2 240
1,918 239
88 6

- 304

- 3

3 224

Total
13,635
1,128
1ol

86

301
10,743
3,791
372
528

991
1,731

414

10
242
2,157
94

304

227




FIELD CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT

Barley 1969 92,100 1.39 128,000 ton $ 52.00 § 0,650,000
1968 125,000 1.51 189,000 ton 42.30 7,995,000
Beans, dry edible 1969 8,750 1.06 9,280 ton 210.00 1,949,000
1968 16,800 0.923 15,500 ton 160.00 2,480,000
Corn, Field 1969 2,000 1.99 3,980 ton 51.50 205,000
1958 3,500 2.02 7,070 ton 50.00 354,000
Cotton Lint 1969 178,000 a/1009 b/375,000 bale c¢/.2326 43,612,000
1968% 173,700 a/1195 b/433,310 bale c/.2425 52,539,000
Cottonseed 1969 144,400 +ton 38.50 5,559,007
1968%* 167,180 ton 50.00 8,359,0u
Cottonseed, 1969 5,600 ton 58.00 325,000
planting 1968 5,820 ton 71.00 413,000
Hay, Alfalfa 1969 118,000 8.46 998,000 ton 28.40 28,343,000
1968 115,000 8.60 989,000 ton 26.50 26,208,000
Grain 1969 12,500 3.24 40,500 ton 30.80 1,247,000
1968 13,400 3.65 48,900 ton 30.00 1,467,000
Other tame 1969 2,100 6.67 14,000 ton 24.50 343,000
1968 2,360 6.48 15,300 ton 24.20 370,000
Oats 1969 plod XX XX XX XX
1968 395 1.95 770 ton 50.00 38,500
Pasture, 1969 23,400 xx XX acre 100.00 2,340,000
Irrigated 1968 19,100 ple XX acre 100.00 1,910,000
Other 1969 56,700 XX XX acre 10.00 567,000
1968 46,800 XX XX acre 9.00 421,000
Range 1969 2,627,000 plod XX acre 1.00 2,627,000
1968 2,658,000 XX XX acre 1.00 2,658,000
Peanuts 1969 718 0.964 692 ton 406.00 281,000
1968 710 0.993 705 ton 397.00 280,000

a. Pounds lint per acre
b. 500 1b. gross weight bales

¢. Price per pound




PIELD CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Rice 1969 2,400 2.50 6,000 ton  $100.00  § 600,000
1968%* 2,700 2.20 5,940 ton 100.00 594,000
Safflower 1969 6,150 1.48 9,100 ton 77.50 705,000
1968 5,280 1.31 6,920 ton 71.00 491,000
Silage 1969 3,000 20.00 60,000 ton 6.00 360,000
1968 3,030 24.80 75,100 ton 4.75 357,000
Sorghum grain 1969 45,000 1.88 84,600 ton 47.00 3,976,000
1968 30,000 1.76 52,800 ton 42.00 2,218,000
‘ugar beets 1969 29,200 23.40 683,000 ton 12.00 8,190,000
1968 33,700 23.20 782,000 ton 12.10 9,462,000
Wheat 1969 25,000 0.96 24,000 ton 48.00 1,152,000
1968 21,000 0.93 19,500 ton 46.00 897,000
Miscellaneous 1969 715 XX XX XX 105,000
19638 158 XX XX XX 21,000
TOTAL 1969 605,733 $109,148,000
2,627,000 Range
1968 612,633 119,532,500
2,658,000 Range
*Revised




CLRTIFIED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT

Alfulfa, 1969 1,170 302 353,000 1b. $ .385 ¢ 136,000
langer 1968 1,720 366 630,000 1b. .38 239,000
Proprietary and 19069 5,850 208 1,217,000 1b. .42 511,000
Other Varieties 1963 ,130 348 1,437,000 1b. .42 604,000
Barley 1969 689 2,830 1,950,000 1b. .036 70,200
1968 991 3,040 3,013,000 1b. .04 121,000
Cowpeas, 1969 582 2,660 1,548,000 1b. 11 170,000
Blackeye 1968 393 2,170 853,000 1b. .08 68,200
Oats 1969 405 2,590 1,049,000 1b. .055 57,700
1968 192 1,380 265,000 1b. .036 9,54,
Wheat 1969 192 1,340 257,000 1b. .029 7,450
1968 352 1,380 436,000 1b. .04 19,400
Miscellaneous 1969 40 XX 69,600 1b. XX 23,000
1968 44 XX 82,100 1b. XX 14,000
TOTAL 1969 8,928 975,350
1968 7,822 1,075,140




NONCERTIFIED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Alfalfa, Common 1969 6,470 202 1,307,000 1b. $ .38 $ 497,000
and Other 1968 6,580 352 2,316,000 1b. .39 903,000
Varieties
Grain 1969 878 XX 2,458,000 1b. .04 98,300
(Barley 1968 470 XX 1,250,000 1b. .028 35,000
(Oats
(Wheat
Cowpeas, 1969 45 1,800 81,000 1b. .10 8,100
Blackeye 1968 1,690 2,000 3,380,000 1b. .06 203,000
Tegetable 1969 260 XX 253,000 1b. .164 41,500
1968 512 XX 568,000 1b. 262 149,000
Miscellaneous 1969 XX XX, XX XX XX
1968 222 XX 502,000 1b. XX 175,000
Screenings and 1969 XX XX 445 ton  18.00 8,010
Cleanings 1968 XX XX 1,630 ton 16.50 26,900
TOTAL 1969 7,653 $ 652,910
1968 9,474 1,491,900
-7




VI GETABLE CROPE PRONUCTTON VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Beans, Snap 1969 369 2.00 738 ton  $285.00 $ 210,000
1968 336 3.48 1,170 ton 245.00 287,000
Carrots 1969 3,780 22.40 84,700 ton 54.00 4,574,000
1968 2,280 18.70 42,600 ton 45.00 1,917,00¢C
Corn, Sweet 1969 1,740 2.50 4,350 ton 130.00 506,000
1968 1,920 4.27 8,200 ton 136.00 1,115,000
Cucumbers, 1969 XX XX XX XX XX
processed 1968 560 7.86 4,400 <ton 87.00 383.000
Garlic 1969 1,070 5.00 5,350 ton 110.00 588,000
19638 815 5.85 4,770 ton 122.00 582,001
Lettuce 1969 2,470 11.90 29,400 ton 140.00 4,116,000
1968 2,220 12.70 28,200 ton 75.00 2,115,000
Melons
Cantaloupe 1969 4,870 6.02 29,300 ton 95.00 2,784,000
1968 5,120 8.98 46,000 ton 116.00 5,336,000
Other Melons 1969 773 4.29 3,320 ton 103.00 242,000
1968 960 9.89 9,490 ton 143.00 1,357,000
Watcermelons 1969 3,580 11.20 40,100 ton 31.00 ~,243,000
1968 2,870 21.40 61,400 ton 40.00 2,456,000
ONTONS, TOTAL 1969 5,850 22.70 132,800 ton 55.98 7,434,000
1968 6,410 22.57 144,700 ton 43.93 6,357,000
Dry 1969 2,130 27.40 58,400 ton 82.70 4,850,000
1968 2,070 20.90 55,700 +ton 01.40 3,420,000
Dehydrator 1969 3,720 20.00 74,400 ton 35.00 2,004,000
1968 4,340 20.50 89,000 ton 33.00 2,937,000
Peas 1969 421 0.65 274  ton 300.00 82,200
1968 284 1.39 395 ton 232.00 91,600
Peppers, 1969 365 9.15 3,340 ton 111.00 371,000
processed 1968 652 8.48 5,530 ton 74.00 409,000
Potatoes, Sweet 1969 325 3.07 998 ton 121.00 121,000
1968 294 5.68 1,670 ton 146.00 244,000




VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
POTATOES, TOTAL 1969 41,940 17.65 740,280 ton $ 49.05 $36,309,500
1968 38,800 18.40 714,110 ton 58.12 41,505,400
Late Spring, 1969 37,500 18.62 698,300 ton 48.72 34,023,000
TOTAL 1968 35,000 19.44 680,500 ton 58.38 39,728,000
Fresh Market 1969 479,000 ton 56.00 26,824,000
1968 485,000 ton 70.00 33,950,000
Processed 1969 123,000 ton 55.40 6,814,000
1968 124,000 ton 44.00 5,456,000
Culls 1969 96.300 ton 4.00 385,000
1968 71,500 ton 4.50 322,000
Winter, TOTAL 1969 4,440 9.45 41,980 ton 54.47 2,286,500
1968 3,800 8.84 33,610 ton 52.88 1,777,400
Fresh Market 1969 36,100 ton 62.70 2,263,000
1968 29,300 ton 60.00 1,758,000
Culls 1969 5,880 ton 4.00 23,500
1968 4,310 ton 4.50 19,400
TOMATOES, TOTAL 1969 2,067 21.34 44,100 ton 33.06 1,458,000
1968 4,613 18.07 83,350 ton 43.50 3,626,000
Fresh Market 1969 197 8.12 1,600 ton 189.00 302,000
1968 203 11.10 2,250 ton 224.00 504,000
Processed 1969 1,870 22.70 42,500 ton 27.20 1,156,000
1968 4,410 18.40 81,100 ton 38.50 3,122,000
Miscellaneous 1969 2,820 XX 14,000 ton XX 1,328,000
(Asparagus, 1968 1,500 XX 4,650 ton XX 651,000
( fresh and processed
(Beans, snap, processed
(Cabbage
(Cucumbers, processed
(Peas, processed
(Peppers
(Squash
TOTAL 1969 72,440 $61,526,700
1968 69,634 68,432,000




FRUIT AND NU'T_CROPS PRODUCTION VALUL
YEAR BEARTNG PER TOTAL UNIT  ITR TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Almonds RIS 1,419 1.37 SLU10 ton o $1120.00 & 2,475,000
JRERS Ten 1.12 234 ton 1050.00 380,000
»'\pvr\‘}(l;- 'l,‘)n‘)""' 170 18,20 :’;,200 ton Loal.00 515,0()0
10eR 17 s.21 390 ton £54.00 228,000
CRAPLS TOTAL®® 1709 ag.072 9.7% 331,954 tou 100.03 08,225,000
S J RIS 57,060 7.52 285,205 ton 132.92 37,921,000
Raisin Varictics 1909 21,352
1963 21,325
Presih Market 1900 5%,900  ton 252.00 14,843,001
1903 65,000 ton 267.00 13,156,000
Raisins, 1969 3,720 ton 255.00 949,000
dry weight®¥% 1908 5,070 ton 260.00 1,314,000
Processcd 1569 27,300 ton ©2.50 1,738,000
1908 15,900 ton 64.00 1,018,000
Crushed 1969 107,000 ton 39.50 4,226,000
19638 05,400  ton 3%.00 2,400,000
Table Varicties 1969 11,185
1968 10,829
Fresh Market 1969 43,500 ton 250.00 10,875,000
1963 39,700 ton 297.00 11,791,00¢
Crushed 1909 02,400 ton 33.80 2,109,000
19638 28,000 ton 31.50 882,000
Wine Varieties 1969 0,035
1963 5,609
Crushed 1969 67,400 ton 51.70 3,485,000
1908 48,900 ton 48.00 2,347,000

% Tncludes production from young orchards officially classified as non-bearing.
Almond production and unit value in terms of meat equivalents.

#%Total production includes raisins on a fresh equivalent basis.
Dry ratio: 1969 - 4.02 to 1 = 14,954 tons
1968 - 4.22 to 1 = 21,395 tons

-10-




FRUIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Nectarines 1969 210 3.63 762 ton  $445.00 $ 339,000
1968 194 4.54 881 ton 402.00 354,000
Olives 1969 220 1.38 293 ton 345.00 101,000
1968 217 2.87 623 ton 361.00 225,000
ORANGES, ALL 1969 5,789 10.03 57,770 ton 117.79 t,304,500
1968 4,470 13.60 60,800 ton 102.22 6,214,300
Navel 1969 3,911 3.92
1968 3,126 13.15
Fresh 1969 31,100 ton 150.00 4,665,000
1908 39,400 ton 122.00 4,307,000
Processed 1969 3,790 ton .52 28,500
1963 1,700 ton 13.00 22,100
Valencia 1969 1,549 13.97
19638 1,104 16.23
Fresh 1969 13,900 ton 124.00 1,724,000
1963 12,100 ton 34.00 1,010,000
Processed 1969 7,740  ton 1X.00 159,000
19638 5,820 ton 3.20 7,700
Tangerines and 1909 299 4.15 1,240 ton 200.00 243,000
Tangelos 19038 240 7.42 1,780 ton 1381.00 322,000
JTACHES, ALL 1969 1,895 9.05 17,150 ton 174.17 2,087,000
1903 1,531 9.35 14,310 ton 224.95 3,219,000
Fresh 1969 7,940 ton 265.00 2,342,000
1903 0,960 ton 378.00 2,631,000
Processed 1909 9,210 ton 70.00 645,000
1963 7,350 ton 30.00 538,000
PEARS, ALL 1969 319 5.31 1,693 ton 153.04 259,100
1968% 301 6.23 1,874 ton  104.80 309,000
Tresh 1969 825 ton 219.00 131,000
1901 875 ton 219.00 192,000
Processed 1969 god  ton v0.00 78,100
1963* 999 ton 117.00 117,000
-11-




FRUIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Plums 1969 1,918 2.69 5,160 ton  $428.00 $ 2,208,000
1908 1,695 2.91 3,930 ton 385.00 1,898,000
Pomegranates 1969 88 6.52 574 ton 242.00 139,000
1968% 88 5.00 440 ton 230.00 101,000
Miscellaneous 1909 32 XX 1,100 ton xx 98,800
(Apples, 1968 133 XX 645 ton XX 173,000
(  processed
(Apricots
(Grapefruit
(Kiwi
(Lemons
(Persimmons
(Plums, processed
(Walnuts
TOTAL 1969 51,099 $54,151,400
1968% 47,527 51,522,800
NURSERY PRODUCTS QUANTITY VALUE
YEAR ACRES SOLD BY UNIT PER TOTAT
PRODUCERS UNIT
Citrus Trees 1969 21 39,000 plant $2.00 $ 78,000
1968 58 165,000 plant 2.28 371,000
Trees and Shrubs 1969 150 837,000 plant .63 527,000
1968 122 721,000 plant .60 433,000
Rose Plants 1969 1,000 13,834,000 plant .35 4,842,000
1968 821 11,766,000 plant .35 4,118,000
Plants, 1969 208 XX XX 576,000
Propagative 1968 220 XX XX 256,000
Material and
Cut Flowers
TOTAL 1969 1,379 $6,023,000
1968 1,221 5,178,000

=12~




APIARY PRODUCTS PRODUCTI.ON VALUE

YEAR TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT

Honey 1969 893,000 1b. $ .13 $117,000
1968 575,000 1b. 1L 63,200
Lecswax 1969 15,000 1b. .45 9,750
1963 9,600 1b. 70 0,720
Pollination 1969 13,100 colony 5.00 65,500
1968 12,300 colony 4.00 49,200
TOTAL 1909 §192,250
1968 119,120

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR NO. OF TOTAL LIVEWLIGHT UNIT TER. TOTAL

HEAD UNIT
Catile and calves 1909 363,000 2,332,000 cwt. &28.00 5,006,000
1902 355,000 2,179,000 cwt. 25.00 35,742,000
sheep and lambs 1969 194,000 192,690 cwt. 26.30 5,140,000
1963 192,000 189,000 owt. 24.40 4,012,000
Hogs 1969 2,950 5,910 ewt. 24.20 143,000
1968 3,000 5,200 ewt. 20.00 104.000
orses and 1969 XX XX XX XX
misc. animals 19638 XX XX XX 716,000
Triers 1969 737,000 2,301,000 1b. 173 403,000
1963 723,000 2,163,000 1b. 172 373,000
Chickens, other 1969 346,000 1,385,000 1b. .095 132,000
1968 301,000 1,624,000 1b. .05 81,200
Turkeys 1969 467,000 9,462,000 1b. .24 2,271,000
19638 544,000 11,013,000 1b. 20 2,203,000
Rabbits 1909 10,500 42,000 1b. .286 12,000
1903 9,500 38,000 1b. .275 10,400
Came hirds 1969 XX XX XX 65,700
and Squab 1963 XX XX XX 87,100
TOTAL 1909 $73,473,700
2 2
1908 63,971,700
-13-




LIVESTOCK AND PQULTRY PRODUCTS VALUE

YLAR PRODUCTION UNTT PER TOTAL
UNTT
Milk

Market 19a9 2,110,000 ewt. Q4,77 #10,065,000
190R% 2,133,000 cwt. 4.63 9,876,000
T Manufacturing 1969 3,240 ewt. 4.19 13,000
1963% 2,060 cwt. 4,12 11,000
Wanl 1906 1,070,000 1b. .40 tn¥ 000
1963 1,057,000 1b. .39 646,000
I'wes, chicken 1909 7,003,000 doz. .404 3,277,000
Market 1963 7,074,000 doz. .303 2,977,000
Migcellaneous 1969 XX XX XX
Ivor XX XX 111,000
TOTAL 1969 $14,023,000
1968% 13,621,000

(In number of head)

JANUARY 1 INVLNTORILS OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY, 1969-1970

ITEM

#A11l catile and calves

Cattlce on [eed

Milk cows, two vears and over
“Stock sheep and lambs
*llogs

Hens and pullets of layving age

January 1, 1909
362,900
120,000

20,300
147,700
5,000

429,000

*Tatimates ol California Crop and Livestock Reporting Service

-14-

Januaryv 1, 1970

376,000
121,000
21,200
103,100
4,800

413,000
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SUMMARY

ACREAGE ESTIMATED VALUE
Field Crops and Rangeland 1969 605,733 $109,148,000
2,627,000
1968%* 612,633 119,532,500
2,658,000
Certified Seed Crops 1969 8,928 975,350
1968 7,822 1,075,140
Noncertified Seed Crops 1969 7,653 652,910
1968 9,474 1,491,900
Vegetable Crops 1969 72,440 61,526,700
1968 69,634 68,432,000
Fruit and Nut Grops 1969 51,023 54,151,400
1968 47,527 51,522,800
Nursery Products 1969 1,379 6,023,000
1968 1,221 5,178,000
Apiary Products 1969 192,250
1968 119,120
TLivestock and Poultry 1969 73,473,700
1968 63,971,700
Livestock and Poultry Products 1969 14,023,600
1968 13,621,000
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1969 747,156
(Irrigated acres 713,106
(Dry Farm Barley 24,600
(Dry Farm Wheat 9,450
RANGELAND 1969 2,627,000
TOTAL VALUE 1969 $320,166,910
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1968% 748,311
(Irrigated acres 709,311
(Dry Farm Barley 26,000
(Dry Farm Wheat 13,000
RANGELAND 1968 2,658,000
TOTAL VALUE 1908%* $324,944,160
*Revised
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James W. Stockton DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

B . * 2610 M. Street
Agricultural Commissioner o 0. Box a5y

Bakersfield-93302

1970 Telephone 327-2111

Ext. 2306, Area Code 805

Jerry W. Fielder, Director
California Department of Agriculture

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Kern

i
The Annual Crop Report for the County of Kern is submitted in accordance with Section 2279
of the Agricultural Code. The values quoted are gross FOB figures and do not represent
net income to the farmers of this county. Production costs continue to spiral and farmers
find it increasingly difficult to keep net figures in the black. This is particularly true
with small growers who do not have the leverage to combat production costs.

The estimated value of all crops produced during 1970 is $345,903,460, which is $25,627,200
more than the 1969 total of $820,276,260. Total harvested acres increased to 836,878 from
747,248,

# ttle and calves remained in top position on the list of most valuable crops. Fewer head
wure marketed, total production weight remained about the same, and price per pound received
was just a little higher.

Cotton was the second most valuable crop. Total acreage was down to 171,000 from the 178,000
harvested in 1969. Yield per acre was also down slightly, but the average price per pound
improved and total returns for the crop increased from $49,198,000 to $54,196,000. The crop
got off to a late start due to unfavorable weather at and after planting time, but conditions
were better during the balance of the year which helped make up for some of the lateness.
Live pink bollworm larvae were again discovered in the county, the first since November 1967,
and producers were alerted to the danger of letting this pest become established. Every
attempt was made to bring the county into compliance with the host-free period for it is
felt this is still the most effective means of combating pink bollworm, the most destructive
pest known to cotton.

The late spring potato crop was generally profitable for producers. The season got off to
one of the earlicst starts in recent years, but cool temperatures during the last half of
#ril retarded maturity and volume shipments did not begin until the month of May. As a
result of near perfect weather during the balance of the growing season over 80% of the crop
was harvested before the end of June. From a total of 39,690 acres, which was a decrease of
5% from the 1969 harvested acreage of 41,940, returns to growers increased to $45,734,700
from $36,309,500 received in 1969.

1970 records show that acreage and production of raisin and table varieties of grapes
decreased while acreage and production of wine varieties increased. Prices were better on
all varieties and the $41,264,000 received for the entire crop was 8% higher than the
previous year.

Thirty-one commodities have an estimated value of over one million dollars each, but large
or small, profitable or unprofitable, each crop planted and produced represents the efforts
of untold individuals who work toward bringing the finest food and fibre possible to the
consuming public.

We sincerely appreciate the effort and cooperation of all who supplied the information
which made this report possible.

a)

ames W. Stockton
Agricultural Commissioner abe
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1970
PERMANENT ACREAGE

Bearing Non-bearing Total

Almonds 1,749 20,724 22,473
Apples 177 1,110 1,287
Apricots 22 156 178
Avocados - 86 86
Cherries 2 27 29
Figs 1 565 566
Grapefruit 3 - 3
Grapes, Raisin 21,143 81 21,224
Table 10,611 319 10,939

Wine 6,495 842 7,337

All 38,249 1,242 39,491

Kiwi - 19 19
Lemons - 1,984 1,984
Nectar¥ines 186 338 524
Olives 210 641 851
Oranges, Navel 4,836 10,213 15,049
Valencia 2,035 2,230 4,265
Tangerines and Tangelos 318 805 1,123
Peaches 2,123 1,331 3,454
Pears 301 94 395
Pecans 2 4 6
Persimmons 23 5 28
Pistachios 3 553 556
Plums 1,626 467 2,093
Pomegranates 94 11 105
Prunes - 396 396
Walnuts 16 565 581
Walnuts, Black - 18 18
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FIELD CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT

Barley 1970 100,000 1.45 145,000 ton $ 46.00 $ 6,670,000
1969 92,100 1.35 128,000 ton 52.00 6,656,000
Beaus, dry edible 1970 8,770 0.95 8,330 ton 160.00 1,333,000
1969 8,750 1.06 9,280 ton 210.00 1,949,009
Corn, Field 1970 3,000 3.00 9,000 ton 54.00 486,000
1969 2,000 1.99 3,980 ton 51.50 205,000
Cotion Lint 1970 171,000 a/ 997 b/855,800 bale c/.2500 44,475,000
1969* 178,000 a/1003 b/372,730 bale c¢/.2325 43,348,000
Cottonseed 1970 137,190 ton 67.60 9,274,000
1969% 143,500 ton 38.50 5,525,000

Cottonseed, 1970 5,130 ton 87.20 447
planting 1969 5,600 ton 58.00 325,000
Hay, Alfalfa 1970 124,000 8.45 1,048,000 ton 29.80 31,230,000
1969 118,000 8.46 998,000 ton 28.40 28,343,000
Grain 1970 8,820 3.85 34,000 ton 33.00 1,122,000
1969 12,500 3.24 40,500 ton 30.80 1,247,000
Other tame 1970 1,040 8.00 8,320 ton 27.00 225,000
1969 2,100 6.67 14,000 ton 24.50 343,000
Qats 1970 590 1.50 885 ton 52.00 46,000
1969 XX XX XX XX XX
Pasture, 1970 20,000 XX XX acre 100.00 2,000,000
Irrigated 1969 23,400 xX XX acre 100.00 2,340,0n0
Other 1970 116,000 xx xx acre 11.00 1,276,000
1969 56,700 XX XX acre 10.00 567,000
Range 1970 2,612,000 XX Xx acre 1.00 2,612,000
1969 2,627,000 XX XX acre 1.00 2,627,000
Peanuts 1970 708 0.990 701  ton 420.00 294,000
1969 718 0.964 692 ton 406.00 281,000

Pounds lint per acre

F0 oo

500 1b. gross weight bales

Price per pound
Revised




FIELD CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Rice 1970 1,900 2.30 4,370 tou +100.00 $ 437,000
1969 2,400 2.50 6,000 ton 100.00 600,000
Safflower 1970 8,940 1.22 10,900 ton 96.50 1,052,000
1969 6,150 1.48 9,100 ton 77.50 705,000
Silage 1970 8,000 20.00 160,000 ton 7.00 1,120,000
1969 3,000 20.00 60,000 ton 6.00 360,000
Serghum grain 1970 43,000 1.96 84,300 tfon 50.00 4,215,000
1969 45,000 1.88 84,600 ton 47.00 3,976,000
Sugar beets 1970 36,600 25.30 926,000 ton 13.50 12,501,000
1969 29,200 23.40 683,000 tom 12.00 8,196,000
%met 1970 48,000 1.83 87,800 ton 50.00 4,390,000
= 1969 25,000 0.96 24,000 ton 48.00 1,152,000
Miscellaneous 1970 XX XX XX XX 38,000
1969 715 XX XX XX 105,000
TOTAL 1970 700,368 $125,243,000

1970 2,612,000 Range

1969* 605,733 108,850,000
1969 2,627,000 Range

*Revised




CERTIFTED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT  PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Alfalfa, Moapa 1970 547 334 183,000 1b. & .367 & 67.200
1969 XX XX XX XX XX
Ranger 1970 390 338 301,000  1b. .38 114.000
1969 1,170 302 353,000  1b. .385 136,000
Proprietary and 1970 5,620 405 2,276,000 1b. .365 831,000
Other Varieties 1969 5,850 208 1,217,000  1b. .42 511,000
Cowpeas, 1970 861 1,220 1,050,000  1b. .091 95.000
Blackeye 1969 582 2,600 1,548,000 1b. 11 170,000
Grain 1970 1,160 XX 3,213,000  1b. XX 83,500
(Barley 1969%* 1,290 XX 3,256,000  1b. XX 135,000
(Oats
(Wheat
Miscellaneous 1970 26 XX 36,400  1b. XX 11.500
1969 40 XX 69,000  1b. XX 23,000
TOTAL 1970 9,104 $1,202 200
1969% 3,932 975,000
* Revised




T

NONCERTIFIED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Alfalfa, Common 1970 4,310 325 1,401,000 1b. ¢ .398 $ 558,000
and Other 1969 6,470 202 1,307,000 1b. .38 497,000
Varieties
Grain 1970 310 XX 623,000 1b. XX 16,300
(Barley 1969 878 XX 2,458,000 1b. XX 98,300
(Oats
(Wheat
Miscellaneous 1970 40 XX 366,000 1b. XX 29,300
1969 45 xx 81,000 1b. XX 8,100
Vegetable 1970 173 XX 138,000 1b. XX 171,000
1969 260 XX 253,000 1b. XX 41,500
§ creenings and 1970 XX XX 761 ton  13.00 13,700
Cleanings 1969 XX XX 445 ton  18.090 8,010
TOTAL 1970 4,833 $ 788,800
1969 7,653 652,910
-7
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VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Beans, Snap 1970 553 3.40 1.880 ton  $259.00 $  487.000
1969 369 2.00 738 ton 285.00 210,000
Carrots 1970 4,590 18.80 80,300 ton 26.00 2,244,000
1969 3,780 22.40 34,700 ton 54.00 4,574,000
Corn, Sweet 1970 914 3.91 3,570 ton 145.00 518,000
1969 1,740 2.50 4,350 ton 130.00 566,000
Garlic 1970 614 8.34 5,120 ton 112.00 573,000
1969 1,070 5.00 5,350 ton 110.00 588,000
Lettuce 1970 3,010 11.10 33,400 ton 59.00 1,971,000
1969 2,470 11.90 29,400 ton 140.00 4,116,000
Melons
Cantaloupe 1970 4,190 7.33 30,700 ton 113.00 3,469,000
1969 4,370 6.02 29,300 ton 93.00 2,784,000
Other Melons 1970 787 7.00 0,030 ton 155.00 935,000
1969 773 4.29 3,320 ton 103.00 342,000
Watermelons 1970 3,510 10.50 36,900 ton 42.380 1,579,000
1969 3,530 11.20 40, N0 ton 31.00 1,243,000
ONIONS. TOTAL 1970 6,420 21.40 130,900 ton 43.34 0.013,000
1969 5,830 22.70 132,300 ton 55.93 7,434,000
Drv 1970 2,430 24.50 59,500 ton 08.30 4,064,000
1969 2,130 27.40 58,400 ton 32.7 4,330,000
Dehydrator 1970 3,990 19.40 77.400  ton 33.00 2,584 .00
1969 3,720 20.00 74,400 ton 35.00 2,004,
Peas 1970 159 2,04 420 ton 270.00 113.000
1969 421 0.05 274 ton 300.00 R2 200
Peppers 1970 518 4.50 1,450 ton 183.00 205,000
1909 365 9.15 3,340 ton 111.00 371.000
Potatoes, Sweet 1970 105 3.77 396 ton 158.00 6l L 000
1969 325 3.07 998 ton 121.00 121,000




VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
POTATOLS, TOTAL 1970 39,690 18.67 740,920 ton $ 61.73 $45,734,700
1969 41,940 17.65 740,280 ton 49.05 36,309,500
Late Spring, 1970 35,700 19.60 699,800 ton 61.55 43,071,000
TOTAL 1969 37,500 18.62 698,300 ton 48.72 34,023,000
Fresh Market 1970 508,000 ton 67.00 34,036,000
1969 479,000 ton 56.00 26,824,000
Processed 1970 115,000 ton 75.90 8,728,000
1969 123,000 ton 55.40 6,814,000
Culls 1970 76,800 ton 4.00 307,000
1969 96,300 ton 4.00 385,000
§ Winter, 1970 3,990 10.31 41,120 ton 64.78 2,663,700
“  TOTAL - 1909 4,440 9.45 41,980 ton 54.47 2,286,500
Fresh Market 1970 35,200 ton 70.00 2,640,000
1909 36,100 ton 62.70 2,263,000
Culls 1970 5,920 ton 4.00 23,700
1909 5,880 ton 4.00 23,500
Pumpkin and Squash 1970 lol 9.23 1,490 ton 84.60 126,000
19069 XX XX XX XX XX
TOMATOES, TOTAL 1970 2,585 14.34 36,040 ton 30.35 1,332,000
1909 2,007 21.34 44,100 ton 33.006 1,458,000
Fresh Market L1970 335 7.33 2,040 ton 180.00 475,000
1904 197 2,12 1,600 ton  189.00 302,000
Processed 1970 2,220 15.30 34,000 ton 25.20 357.000
1900 1,870 22.70 42,800 ton 27.20 1,156,000
Miscellancous 1970 1,280 XX 7,840 ton XX 950,000
(Asparagus 1909 2,320 XX 14,000 ton XX 1,328,000
(Beans, snap
(Cabbage
(Cucumbers
(Cggplant
(Melons
(Parsnips
(8pinach
TOTAL 1970 08,850 $66,977,300
1969 72,440 61,526,700
-9




FRUIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Almonds 1970% 1,749 L.1luv 2,030 ton  $1040.00 $ 2,111,000
1909% 1,410 1.57 2,210 ton 1120.00 2,475,000
Apples 1970 177 8.75 1,550 ton 209.00 324,000
1969% 176 18.20 3,200 ton 161.00 515,000
GRAPLS, TOTAL** 1970 38,249 8.18 312,373 U 131.89 41,264 000
1969 39,072 9.78 381,954 ton 100.03 38,225,000
Raisin Varieties 1970 21,143
1909 21,852
Frosh Market 1970 40,600 ton 382.00 15,509,000
1909 58,900 ton 252.00 14,343,000
Raisins, 1970 1,970 ton 294.00 579 .0r
dry weight®* 1969 3,720 ton 255.00 949,004
Processed 1970 15.600 ton 75.00 1.170.000
1969 27,800 ton 62.50 1.733.,000
Crushed 1970 92,700 ton 53.30 4,941,000
1969 107,000 ton 39.50 4,226,000
Table Variceties 1970 10,011
1909 11,185
Fresh Market 1970 33,500 ton 312.00 12,012,000
1909 43,500 ton 250.00 10,875,000
Crushed 1970 42,400 ton 48.30 2,043,000
1969 02,400 ton 33.80 2,109,000
Wine Varieties 1970 0,495
1909 6,035
Crushed 1970 74,700 ton 67.00 5,005,000
1909 07.400 ton 51.70 3,485 000
Nectarines 1970 130 4.59 854 ton 519.00 443 000
1969 210 3.63 762  ton 445.00 339,000
Olives 1970 210 2.42 508 ton 236.00 120,000
1969 220 1.33 293 ton 345.00 101,000

* Includes production from young orchards officially classified

Almond production and unit value in terms of meat equivalents.

**Total production includes raisins on a fresh equivalent basis.

Dry ratio: 1970 - 4.25 to 1
1969 - 4.02 to 1

-10-
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14,954 tons
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FRUIT_AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
ORANGES, ALL 1970 7,189 6.85 49,270 ton  $134.30 $ 6,617,000
1969* 5,759 10.03 57,740 ton 117.84 6,804,000
Navel 1970 4,836 6.41 31,000 ton 146.00 4,526,000
1969 3,911 8.92 31,100 ton 150.00 4,665,000
Valencia 1970 2,085 6.44 13,100 ton 137.00 1,795,000
1969 1,549 13.97 13,900 ton 124.00 1,724,000
Processed 1970 4,100 ton 25.10 103,000
1969% 11,500 ton 14.50 167,000
Tangerines and 1970 318 3.36 1,070 ton 180.00 193,000
Tangelos 1969 299 4.15 1,240 ton 200.00 248,000
JEACHES, ALL 1970 2,123 5.69 12,090 ton 177.09 2,141,000
1969 1,895 9.05 17,150 ton 174.17 2,987,000
Fresh Market 1970 4,660 ton 331.00 1,542,000
1969 7,940 ton 295.00 2,342,000
Processed 1970 7,430 ton 80.60 599,000
1969 9,210 ton 70.00 645,000
PEARS, ALL 1970 301 1.36 411 ton 218.49 89,800
1969 319 5.31 1,693 ton 153.04 259,100
Fresh Market 1970 197 ton 320.00 63,000
1969 825 ton 219.00 181,000
Processed 1970 214  ton 125.00 26,800
1969 868 ton 90.00 78,100
Plums 1970 1,626 4.74 7,710 ton 251.00 1,935,000
1969 1,918 2.69 5,160 ton 428.00 2,208,000
Pomegranates 1970 94 6.31 593 ton 300.00 178,000
1969 38 6.52 574 ton 242.00 139,000
Miscellancous 1970 72 xx 734  ton XX 83,300
(Apples 1969 32 XX 1,100 ton XX 98,800
(Apricots
(Avocados
(Cherries
(Grapefruit
(Kiwi
(Lemons
(Persimmons
(Walnuts
TOTAL 1970 51,976 $55,306,100
1969 51,099 54,150,900
*Revised
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NURSERY PRODUCTS QUANTITY VALUE
YEAR ACRES SOLD BY UNIT PER TOTAL
PRODUCERS UNIT
Citrus Treeus 1970 34 172,000 plant $2.17 $ 373,000
1969%* 33 138,000 plant 2.15 297,000
Trees and Shrubs 1970 137 822,000 plant .67 551,000
1969 150 837,000 plant .63 527,000
Rose Plants 1970 1,310 17,329,000 plant .35 6,065,000
1969 1,000 13,834,000 plant .35 4,842,000
Plants, 1970 260 XX xx 689,000
Propagative 1969 208 XX XX 576,000
Material and
Cut Flowers
TOTAL 1970 1,741 $7,678,000
1969 1,391 6,242,00
*Revised
APTARY PRODUCTS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT
Honey 1970 1,047,600 1b. $ .14 $147.000
1969 898,000 1b. .13 117,007
Beeswax 1970 17,500 1b. .58 10,200
1969 15,000 1b. .65 9,750
Pollination 1970 16,300 colony 8.50 139.000
1969 13,100 colony 5.00 65,500
TOTAL 1970 $296,200
1969 192,250

-192-




LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR NO. OF TOTAL LIVEWEIGHT UNIT PER TOTAL
HEAD UNIT
Cattle and calves 1970 349,000 2,309,000 cwt. $28.20 $65,114,000
1969 368,000 2,332,000 ewt. 28.00 65,296,000
Sheep and lambs 1970 189,000 180,000 ewt.  25.00 4,500,000
1969 194,000 192,000 cwt. 26.80 5,146,000
Hogs 1970 3,940 5,990 cwt.  25.00 150,000
1969 2,930 5,910 cwt.  24.20 143,000
Fryers 1970 957,000 2,153,000 1b. .168 362,000
1969 787,000 2,361,000 1b. .173 408,000
Chickens, other 1970 425,000 1,772,000 1b. .092 163,000
1969 346,000 1,385,000 1b. .095 132,000
- Turkeys 1970 572,000 10,894,000 1b. .23 2,506,000
* 1969 467,000 9,462,000 1b. .24 2,271,000
Rabbits 1970 11,300 45,200 1b. .29 13,100
1969 10,500 42,000 1b. .286 12,000
Game Birds 1970 XX XX XX 72,800
and Squab 1969 XX XX XX 65,700
TOTAL 1970 $72,880,900
1969 73,473,700
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS VALUE
YEAR PRODUCTION UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT
Milk
Market 1970 2,413,000 cwt. $5.00 $12,065,000
1969% 2,130,000 cwt. 4.77 10,160,000
Manufacturing 1970 320 ewt. 4.24 1,360
1969% 2,600 cwt. 4.17 10,3800
Wool 1970 1,308,000 1b. .37 484,000
1969 1,670,000 1b. .40 668,000
Eggs, chicken 1970 7,340,000 doz. .406 2,980,000
Market 1969%* 7,272,000 doz. .464 3,374,000
TOTAL 1970 $15,530,360
1969% 14,212,800
*Revised
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JANUARY 1 INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY, 1970-1971
(In number of head)

ITEM January 1, 1970 January 1, 1971
*A1l cattle and calves 376,000 329,000
* Cattle on feed 121,000 96,700
* Milk cows, two years and over 21,200 22,500
| * Stock sheep and lambs 168,100 172,400
* Hogs 5,800 4,900
Hens and pullets of laying age 413,000 413,000

*Estimates of California Crop and Livestock Reporting Service




SUMMARY

ACREAGE ESTIMATED VALUE
Field Crops and Rangeland 1970 700,368 $125,243,000
2,612,000
1969%* 605,733 108,850,000
2,627,000
Certified Seed Crops 1970 9,104 1,202,800
1969%* 8,932 975,000
Noncertified Seed Crops 1970 4,833 788,800
1969 7,653 652,910
Vegetable Crops 1970 68,856 66,977,300
1969 72,440 61,526,700
Fruit and Nut Crops 1970 51,976 55,306,100
1969 51,099 54,150,900
Nursery Products 1970 1,741 7,678,000
1969% 1,391 6,242,000
Apiary Products 1970 296,200
1969 192,250
Livestock and Poultry 1970 72,880,900
1969 73,473,700
Livestock and Poultry Products 1970 15,530,360
1969%* 14,212,800
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1970 836,878
(Irrigated acres 799,178)
(Dry Farm Barley 26,300)
(Dry Farm Wheat 11,400)
RANGELAND 1970 2,612,000
TOTAL VALUE 1970 $345,903,460
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1969% 747,248
(Irrigated acres 713,106)
(Dry Farm Barley 24,600)
(Dry Farm Wheat 9,450)
RANGELAND 1969 2,627,000
TOTAL VALUE 1969% $320,276,260
*Revised
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
JAMES W. STOCKTON
Agricultural Commissioner

ROBERT A. EDWARDS
Assistant Commissioner

2610 M Streot
P. 0. Box 1351
Bakersfield-93302

Telephone 327-2111
Ext. 2306, Area Code 805

William F. Cowan, Acting Director
California Department of Agriculture

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Kern

The Annual Crop Report for the County of Kern is submitted in accordance with Section 2279
of the Agricultural Code. The values quoted are gross FOB figures and do not represent net
income to the farmers of this county.

The estimated value of all crops produced during 1971 is $360,555,980, which is $13,880,280
more than the 1970 valuation of $346,675,700 or a 4% increase. Harvested acres decreased
from 830,581 to 792,254.

Once again cotton became the most valuable crop in the county, the position it last held in
968. However, the word "value" should not be interpreted to mean "profit", which failed
“to materialize because of low yields and other economic factors including insects, rain and

cold weather at planting time, high interest and taxes. Total valuation was up 23% from
$51,185,000 to $62,800,00C. Harvested acreage increased 19% from 170,700 to 202,700. Yield
per acre decreased from 977 pounds lint to 838 pounds lint. This is the fourth year since
1955 that yields have been below 1,000 pounds lint per acre. The highest yield in the last
26 years was 1,310 pounds lint in 1963 and a low of 608 pounds lint was made in 1945. The
highest valuation for cotton was achieved in 1951 when farmers received $.4075 per pound and
a total of $117,043,121. The lowest value was recorded in 1969 at $.2325 per pound and a
total of $49,198,000.

Grapes moved into second place with a valuation of $52,448,000. This was an increase of
$11,184,000 over the 1970 figure of $41,264,000. Prices received for fresh market and wine
grapes were considerably higher than a year ago. Shipments were delayed somewhat during the
rail strike in July, but continued in an orderly manmer after a settlement was reached.

"“verage price received for cattle and calves was higher in 1971 but fewer head were marketed,
.nd the total valuation of $52,410,000 was 20% less than the $65,114,000 received in 1970.

Alfalfa hay continued to be a profitable crop and growers received a total of $34,441,000.
As a matter of information to those who are particularly interested in this crop, yields and
prices received were reported higher than average on alfalfa hay produced in the Tehachapi,
Cantil and Rosamond areas, and this factor is reflected in the overall county total.

Potato growers had an unprofitable year. The average price received for late spring Long
White potatoes was estimated at $2.15 per sack, and this did not take into consideration cars
rolled unsold and which invariably bring a lower return than FOB quoted prices. Our records
show the late spring planted acreage was 37,500 and the harvested acreage is reported at
34,000 acres. At an average yield of 18.9 tons per acre it could mean approximately one
million sacks of potatoes were not harvested because of economic conditions.

We sincerely appreciate the cooperation of all who contributed time and effort in order to
furnish this office with the most accurate information possible. We in turn hope our
ofForts will be of interest and value to agricultural and allied industries.

CJames W. Stockton
Agricultural Commissioner aer




AGRICULTURAL COMMISSTIONER
James W. Stockton

ASSISTANT AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
Robert A. Edwards

DEPUTY AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONERS
Charles C. Bennett
Jesse E. Bridges

DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL INSPECTORS

Joe P. Eribarne, Wasco Robert Nousch, Lamont
Charles L. Jackson, McFarland Rcbert H. Prunty, Edison
Louis B. Krauter, Tehachapi Gene Stark, Shafter
William H. Lewis, Mettler Station Frank Wheeler, Arvin

Jerry M. McCarthy, Delano
AGRICULTURAL INSPECTORS

Edward E. Busby Thomas N. Pratt
Benjamin K. Easley E. D. Pruett
Richard Keith Jack F. Sampson
Henry Knipp Laurance P. Shelton
Eugene Langston William L. Snodgrass
Richard D. Pederson Van A. Tout
TRAPPERS
William F. Douglas John A. Herpich
OFFICE
Alice C. Randall Marjorie Krome
Senior Secretary Account Clerk II
Nancy Faast Theresa MacKay
Typist Clerk II Account Clerk I

Report compiled by Alice C. Randall
Qover photograph through the courtesy
of the Kern County Water Agency.

The California Aqueduct winding through the
Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District.




J R

Almonds

Apples

Apricots

Avocados

Cherries

Figs

Grapefruit

Grapes, Raisin
Table
Wine
All

Kiwi

Lemons

Limes

Nectarines

Olives

Oranges, Navel
Valencia

Tangerines and Tangelos
Peaches

Pears

Pecans

Persimmons

Pistachio

Plums

Pomegranates

Prunes

Walnuts

TOTAL

1971

PERMANENT ACREAGE

Bearing
4,566
331

81

27

21,037
10,338

6,532
37,907

10

217
210

6,603
2,897

380
1,951

317

23
19
1,654

94

16

57,309

Non-bearing
23,486
1,106

17

112

1,026

326
514
9,405
10,245
11

2,173

565
3,865

9,043

1,366

779
1,416

78

2,562
600
11
396
676

59,544

f'\

Total
28,052
1,437
98

112

28
1,027
3
21,363
10,852
15,937
48,152
21
2,173
1

782
4,075

15,646
4,263

1,159
3,367
395

6

28
2,581
2,254
105
396

692

116,853




FIELD CROPS PRODUCTTON VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Barley 1971 68,200 1.50 102,000 ton $ 54.00 $ 5,508,000
1970 100,000 1.45 145,000 ton 46.00 6,670,000
Beans, dry edible 1971 5,580 1.01 5,640 ton 298.00 1,681,000
1970 8,770 0.95 8,330 ton 160.00 1,333,000
Corn, Field 1971 5,000 2.76 13,800 ton 55.00 759,000
1970 3,000 3.00 . 9,000 ton 54.00 486,000
Cotton Lint 1971 202,700 a/838 b/353,690 bale c¢/.3150 53,478,000
1970% 170,700 a/977 b/347,440 bale c¢/.2500 41,693,000
Cottonseed 1971 136,400 ton 65.00 8,866,000
1970% 133,800 ton 67.60 9,045,000
Cottonseed, 1971 5,060 ton 90.10 456,000
planting 1970 5,130 ton 87.20 447,000
Hay, Alfalfa 1971 136,000 8.17 1,111,000 ton 31.00 34,441,000
1970 124,000 8.45 1,048,000 ton 29.80 31,230,000
Grain 1971 11,200 3.13 35,100 ton 34.00 1,193,000
1970 8,820 3.85 34,000 ton 33.00 1,122,000
Other tame 1971 1,120 8.00 8,960 ton 28.00 251,000
1970 1,040 8.00 8,320 ton 27.00 225,000
Oats 1971 260 1.75 455 ton 63.00 28,700
1970 590 1.50 885 ton 52.00 46,000
Pasture, 1971 25,300 XX XX acre 100.00 2,530,000
Irrigated 1970 20,000 XX XX acre 100.00 2,000,000
Other 1971 78,100 XX XX acre 10.00 781,000
1970 116,000 XX XX acre 11.00 1,276,000
Range 1971 2,602,000 XX XX acre 1.00 2,602,000
1970 2,612,000 XX XX acre 1.00 2,612,000
Peanuts 1971 673 0.838 564 ton 432.00 244,000
1970 708 0.990 701 ton 420.00 294,000
a. Pounds lint per acre
b. 480 1b. net weight bales
¢. DPrice per pound
&

Revised




*Revised

2,602,000 Range

1970 694,068
2,612,000 Range

FIELD CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT

Rice 1971 1,700 1.85 3,140 tomn $1.00.00 $ 314,000
1970 1,900 2.30 4,370  ton 100.00 437,000
Safflower 1971 4,420 1.20 5,300 ton 100.00 530,000
1970 8,940 1.22 10,900 tom 96.50 1,052,000
Silage 1971 2,330 20.00 46,600  ton 6.50 303,000
1970% 2,000 20.00 40,000  ton 7.00 280,000
Sorghum grain 1971 36,500 "1.85 67,500  ton 46.50 3,139,000
1970 43,000 1.96 84,300  ton 50.00 4,215,000
Sugar beets 1971 36,000 21.90 788,000  ton 13.60 10,717,000
1970 36,600 25.30 926,000  ton 13.50 12,501,000
Wheat 1971 35,000 1.54 53,900  ton 55.00 2,964,000
1970 48,000 1.83 87,800  ton 50.00 4,390,000
Miscellaneous 1971 XX XX xX XX 12,300
1970 XX XX XX XX 38,000
TOTAL 1971 650,083 $130,798,000

121,392,000




CERTIFIED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR HARVESTED PER TOTAL, UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT

Alfalfa 1971 3,110 314 976,000 1b. $ .384 $ 375,000

1970%* 7,060 391 2,760,000 1b. .367 1,012,000

Barley 1971 714 3,090 2,206,000 1b. .050 110,000

1970%* XX XX XX XX XX

Cowpeas 1971 554 1,710 947,000 1b. .124 117,000

1970 861 1,220 1,050,000 1b. .091 95,600

Grain 197L 110 XX 93,500 1b. XX 7,390

(Milo 1970 1,160 xx 3,213,000 1b. XX 83,500
(Oats

Wheat 1971 283 2,800 792,000 1b. .055 43,600

1970%%* XX XX XX XX XX

Miscellaneous 1971 24 XX 27,600  1b. XX 6,070

1970 26 XX 36,400 1b. XX 11,500

TOTAL 1971 4,795 $ 659,060

1970% 9,107 1,202,600

* Revised
**% Included under Grain in 1970 Report
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NONCERTIFIED SEED GROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Alfalfa 1971 3,260 295 962,000 1b. §$ .400 $ 385,000
1970 4,310 325 1,401,000 1b. .398 558,000
Grain 1971 954 XX 2,540,000  1b. XX 132,000
(Barley 1970 310 XX 623,000 1b. XX 16,800
(Oats
(Rye
(Wheat
Miscellaneous 1971 2,700 XX 999,000 1b. XX 108,000
1970 40 XX 366,000 1b. XX 29,300
Vegetable 1971 102 XX 97,900  1b. XX 113,000
1970 173 XX 113,000  1b. XX 171,000
Screenings 1971 ¥X plod 625 ton 33.00 20,600
1970 XX XX 761 ton 18.00 13,700
TOTAL 1971 7,016 $ 75%,600
1970 4,833 788,800

-




VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT ©PER ' TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Beans, Snap 1971 528 2.58 1,360 ton $275.00 $ 374,000
1970 553 3.40 1,880 ton 259.00 487,000
Beans, Snap 1971 670 3.40 2,280 ton 102.00 233,000
Processed 1970%* XX xx xx xx XX
Cabbage 1971 182 9.61 1,750 tom 125.00 219,000
1970%** xx xx xX plos XX
Carrots 1971 6,690 18.50 124,000 ton 108.00 13,392,000
1970%* 4,590 18.80 86,300 ton 76 .40 6,593,000
Corn, Sweet 1971 709 3.80 2,690 ton 145.00 390,000
197C 914 3.91 3,570 ton  145.00 518,000
Garlic 1971 260 7.42 1,930 ton 120.00 232,000
1970 614 8.34 5,120 ton 112.00 573,000
Lettuce 1971 3,100 11.40 35,400 ton 125.00 4,420,000
1970 3,010 11.10 33,400 ton 59.00 1,971,000
Melons
Cantaloupe 1971 4,060 6.92 28,100 ton 151.00 4,243,000
170 4,190 7.33 30,700 ton 113.00 3,469,000
Other Melons 1971 862 4.63 3,990 ton 224.00 894,000
1970 787 7.66 6,030 ton 155.00 935,000
Watexrmelons 1971 2,620 12.90 33,800 ton €)..60 2,082,000
1970 3,510 10.50 36,900 ton 42.80 1,579,000
Onions, Dry 1971 2,850 26.00 74,100 ton 79.00 5,854,000
1970 2,430 24.50 59,500 ton 68.30 4,064,000
Onions, 1971 5,600 18.40 103,000 ton 33.00 3,399,000
Dehydrator 1970 3,990 19.40 77,400 ton 33.00 2,554,00C
Peas 1971 240 2.15 516 ton  295.00 152,000
1970 159 2.64 420 ton 270.00 113,000
Peppers 1971 299 5.42 1,620 ton  260.00 421,000
1970 318 4.56 1,450 ton  183.00 265,000
Potatoes, Sweet 1971 154 2.35 362 ton 177.09 64,000
' 1970 105 3.77 396 ton 158.00 62,600
* Revised
**Included under Miscellaneous in 1970 Report
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VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
POTATOES, TOTAL 1971 38,220 17.76 678,780 ton $ 38.25 $25,966,600
1970 39,690 18.67 740,920 ton 61.73 45,734,700
Iate Spring, 1971 34,600 18.90 653,000 ton  37.81 24,696,000
TOTAL 1970 35,700 19.60 699,800 ton 61..55 43,071,000
Fresh Market 1971 450,000 ton 44.40 19,980,000
1970 508,000 ton  67.00 34,036,000
Processed 1971 108,000 ton  39.70 4,288,000
1970 115,000 ton  75.90 8,728,000
Culls 1971 95,000 ton 4.50 428,000
1970 76,800  tomn 4.00 307,000
Winter, 1971 3,620 7.12 25,780 ton  49.29 1,270,600
TOTAL 1970 3,990 10.31 41,120 ton  64.78 2,663,700
Fresh Market 1971 18,900 ton 62.00 1,172,000
1970 35,200 ton  70.00 2,640,000
Processed 1971 3,580 ton 23.40 83,800
1970 pod xxX XX
Culls 1971 3,300 ton 4.50 14,800
1970 5,920 ton 4.00 23,700
Pumpkin and Sguash 1971 167 8.35 1,390 ton 66.30 92,200
1970 161 9.23 1,490 ton 84.60 126,000
Tomatoes, 1971 424 9.03 3,830 ton 415.00 1,589,000
Fresh Market 1970 335 7.88 2,640 ton 180.00 475,000
Tomatoes, 1971 2,480 25.80 64,000 ton  28.00 1,792,000
Processed 1970 2,220 15.30 34,000 ton 25.20 857,000
Miscellaneous 1971 1,010 XX 22,900 ton xxX 819,000
(Asparagus 1970 1,280 XX 7,840 ton XX 950,000
(Broccoli
(Cauliflover
(Garlic
(Green Onions
(Lettuce, processed
(Parsnips
TOTAL 1971 71,125 $66,627,800
1970 68,856 71,326,300




FRULIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Almonds 1971* 4,566 1.40 6,390 ton $1000.00 $ 6,390,000
1970%* 1,749 1.16 2,030 ton  1040.00 2,111,000
Apples 1971 331 6.95 2,300 ton 184.00 423,000
1970 177 8.75 1,550 ton 209.00 324,000
GRAPES, TOTAL** 1971 37,907 9.81 352,840  ton 148.65 52,448,000
1976 38,249 8.18 312,873 ton 131.89 41,264,000
Raisin Varieties 1971 21,037
1970 21,143
Fresh Market 1971 58,300 ton 370.00 21,571,000
1970 40,600 ton 382.00 15,509,000
Raisins, 1971 1,770 ton  277.00 490,000
dry weight*¥* 1970 1,970  ton 294.00 579,000
Processed 1971 15,700  ton 80.00 1,096,000
1970 15,600 ton 75.00 1,170,000
Crushed 1971 129,000 ton 55.00 7,095,000
1970 92,700 ton 53.30 4,941,000
Table Varieties 1971 10,338
1970 10,611
Fresh Market 1971 34,900 ton 371.00 12,948,000
1970 38,500 ton  312.00 12,012,000
Crushed 1971 38,100  ton 51.60 1,966,000
1970 42,400  ton 48.30 2,048,000
Wine Varieties 1971 6,532
1970 6,495
Crushed 1971 70,700  ton 103.00 7,282,000
1970 74,700 ton 67.00 5,005,000
Nectarines 1971 217 6.73 1,460  ton 606.00 885,000
1970 186 4.59 854  ton 519.00 443,000
Olives 1971 210 2.32 487  tom 134.00 65,300
1970 210 2.42 508 ton 236.00 120,000

* Tncludes production from young orchards officially classified as non-bearing.
Almond production and unit value in terms of kernel equivalents.

#**Potal production includes raisins on & fresh equivalent basis.
Dry ratio: 1971 - 4.60 to 1 8,140 tons
1970 - 4.25 to 1 = 8,370 tons

i
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FRUIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
CITRUS., ALL 1971 9,880 7.13 70,460 ton $139.02 $ 9,795,000
1970 7,189 6.85 49,270 ton  134.30 6,617,000
Navels 1971 6,603 6.56 43,300 ton  157.00 6,798,000
1970 4,836 6.41 31,000 ton  146.00 4,526,000
Valencias 1971 2,897 5.04 14,600 ton 179.00 2,613,000
1970 2,035 6.44 13,100 ton 137.00 1,795,000
Tangerines and 1971 380 3.05 1,160 ton  200.00 232,000
Tangelos 1970 318 3.36 1,070 ton  180.00 193,000
Processed 1971 11,400 ton 13.30 152,000
1970 4,100 ton  25.10 103,000
PEACHES, ALL 1971 1,951 8.49 16,560 ton  211.65 3,505,000
1970 2,123 5.69 12,090 ton 177.09 2,141,000
Fresh Market 1971 7,770  ton  364.00 2,828,000
1970 4,660 ton  331.00 1,542,000
Processed 1971 8,790 tom 77.00 677,000
1970 7,430  tom 80.60 599,000
PEARS., ALL 1971 317 2.38 755 ton  250.86 189,400
1970 301 1.36 411  ton  218.49 89,800
Fresh Market 1971 620 ton  288.00 179,000
1970 197 ton 320.00 63,000
Processed 1971 135  ton 77.00 10,400
1970 214 ton  125.00 26,800
Plums 1971 1,654 3.45 5,700 ton 338.00 1,927,000
1970 1,626 4.74 7,710 ton  251.00 1,935,000
Pomegranates 1971 94 5.18 484  ton  209.00 101,000
1970 94 6.31 593 ton  300.00 178,000
Miscellaneous 1971 146 XX 717  ton XX 126,000
(Apples 1970 72 XX 734  ton XX 83,300
(Apricots
(Avocados
Cherries
Grapefruit
(Lemons
(Pexrsimmons
(Walnuts
TOTAL 1971 57,273 $75,854,700
1970 51,976 55,306,100

~11-




NURSERY PRODUCTS QUANTITY VALUE
YEAR ACRES SOLD BY UNIT PER TOTAL
PRODUCERS UNIT
Citrus Trees 1971 41 111,000 plant $2.50 $ 278,000
1970 34 172,000 plant 2.17 373,000
Grapevines 1971 574 13,891,000 plant 0.21 2,917,000
1970% XX blod XX XX
Trees and Shrubs 1971 144 633,000 plant 1.16 734,000
1070 137 822,000 plant .67 551,000
Rose Plants 1971 1,200 15,221,000 plant .35 5,327,000
1970 1,310 17,329,000 plant .35 6,065,000
Plants, 1971 3 XX XX 418,000
Propagative 1970 260 XX XX 689,000
Material and
Cut Flowers
*Included under Plants in 1970 Report
TOTAL 1971 1,962 $9,674,000
1970 1,741 7,678,000
APIARY PRODUCTS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT
Honey 1971 819,000 1b. $ .23 $188,000
1970 1,047,600 1b. .14 147,000
Beeswax 1971 13,700 1b. .60 8,220
1970 17,500 1b. .58 10,200
Pollination 1971 13,400 colony 13.00 174,000
1970 16,300 colony 8.50 139,000
TOTAL 1971 $370,220
1970 296,200

-19-
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LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR NO. OF TOTAL LIVEWEIGHT UNIT PER TOTAL
HEAD UNIT
Cattle and calves 1971 266,000 1,724,000 cwt.  $30.40 $52,410,000
1970 349,000 2,309,000 cwt. 28.20 65,114,000
Sheep and lambs 1971 176,000 176,000 cewt. 24.90 4,382,000
1970 189,000 180,000 cwt. 25.00 4,500,000
Hogs 1971 4,780 7,020 cwt. 18.70 131,000
1970 3,940 5,990 ewt. 25.00 150,000
Fryers 1971 687,000 1,546,000 1b. 172 266,000
1970 957,000 2,153,000 1b. .168 362,000
Chickens, other 1971 375,000 1,571,000 1b. .070 110,000
1970 425,000 1,772,000 1b. .092 163,000
Turkeys 1971 670,000 12,882,000 1b. .215 2,770,000
1970 572,000 10,894,000 1b. .230 2,506,000
Rabbits 1971 12,100 43,400 1b. .29 14,000
1970 11,300 45,200 1b. .29 13,100
Game birds and 1971 XX XX XX 90,200
Squab 1970 XX XX XX 72,800
TOTAL 1971 $60,173,200
1970 72,880,900
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS PRODUCTION VALUE
UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT
Milk
Market 1971 2,554,000 cwt. $5.21 $13,315,000
1970% 2,460,000 cwt. 5.00 12,300,000
Manufacturing 1971 340 cwt. 4.18 1,400
1970% 410 cwt. 4.38 1,800
Wool 1971 1,642,000 1b. 14 230,000
1970% 1,585,000 1b. .33 523,000
Eggs, chicken 1971 6,251,000 doz. .335 2,094,000
Market 1970 7,340,000 doz. .406 2,980,000
TOTAL 1971 $15,640,400
1970%* 15,804,800
*Revised
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JANUARY 1 INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY, 1971-1972

(In number of head)

ITEM January 1, 1971
*#Al1l cattle and calves 329,000
* Cattle on feed 96,700
* Milk cows, two years and over 22,500
* Stock sheep and lambs 172,400
* Hogs 4,900
Hens and pullets of laying age 413,000

-14-

Estimates of California Crop and Livestock Reporting Service

January 1, 1972
333,600
98,600
21,000
156,100
5,300

306,000




SUMMARY
YEAR ACREAGE ESTIMATED VALUE
Field Crops and Rangeland 1971 650,083 $130,798,000
2,602,000
1970% 694,068 121,392,000
2,612,000
Certified Seed Crops 1971 4,795 659,060
1970% 9,107 1,202,600
Noncertified Seed Crops 1971 7,016 758,600
1970 4,833 788,800
Vegetable Crops 1971 71,125 66,627,800
1970% 68,856 71,326,300
*ruit and Nut Crops 1971 57,273 75,854,700
1970 51,976 55,306,100
Nursery Products 1971 1,962 9,674,000
1970 1,741 7,678,000
Apiary Products 1971 370,220
1970 296,200
Livestock and Poultry 1971 60,173,200
1970 72,880,900
Livestock and Poultry Products 1971 15,640,400
1970% 15,804,800
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1971 792,254
(Irrigated acres 758,654
(Dry Farm Barley 22,600
(Dry Farm Wheat 11,000
RANGELAND 1971 2,602,000
TOTAL VALUE 1971 $360,555,980
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1970%* 830,581
(Irrigated acres 792,881
(Dry Farm Barley 26,300
(Dry Farm Wheat 11,400
RANGELAND 1970 2,612,000
TOTAL VALUE 1970% $346,675,700
*Revised
-15-
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

JAMES W. STOCKTON 2610 M Street
Agricultural Commissioner P. O. Box 1351

ROBERT A. EDWARDS Bakersfield-03302

Assistant Commissioner Telephone .

861 ~2306, Area tode 805

C. B. Christensen, Director

California Department of Food and
Agriculture ’

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Kern

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2279 of the Agricultural Code, I am pleased
to submit herewith the 1972 Annual Crop Report for the County of Kern.

The estimated value of direct farm marketings from all sources of agricultural production
in 1972 is $430,321,570, an increase of 20% over 197l. This is a gross FOB value, which
includes costs of production and preparation, and does not represent net income to the
farmer. Total harvested acres is 796,865, up by 4,611 acres over 1971.

Cotton truly is King in Kern County agriculture. Favorable growing conditions along with
an estimated 20% increase in acreage produced a crop exceeding most expectations. 1,025
pounds of lint produced per acre is 21% above 1971's 841 pounds per acre. The total value
of cotton to the county, including cottonseed, is $92,365,000. This is $28,960,000 more
than in 1971 and represents a 45% increase in value.

Potato growers fared better in 1972 than they did in 1971. Although acreage decreased by
about 12%, from 38,220 to 33,894, total value increased by about 38%, up from $25,966,600
in 1971 to $36,017,600 in 1972.

Grapes remained in second place with a value of $60,077,000, an increase of 14% over 197l.
Bearing acreage was down slightly and total production was down by better than 21%. How-
ever, the average gross value for a ton of grapes in 1972 is $215.50 compared to $148.65
in 1971. This represents an average increase in value per ton of 44%.

The citrus crop suffered heavy damage in 1972 because of freezing weather during the months
»f November and December. Production of navels was down from 43,300 tons in 1971 to 28,800
tons in 1972, a reduction of 44%. Estimates of the loss to valencias from the '72 bloom
have ranged as high as 85%. The losses to the valencia crop will be reflected in the report
for 1973. An additional 2,131 bearing acres of citrus came into production making a total
of 12,011 bearing acres.

Cattle prices were higher. Total value of cattle and calves is estimated at $62,446,000,
a 28% increase over 1971. Estimated marketings totaled 286,000 head compared to 250,000
head in 1971.

Agriculture is of prime importance to the economy of Kern County. It should be noted,
however, that the more than $430,000,000 of direct farm marketings does not reflect the
true value. Every dollar that the farmer receives in direct marketings generates another
$4 to $5 in related agri-business industries. Thus, the total impact of agriculture on
the economy of Kern County is approaching the $2 billion mark and growing.

We appreciate the cooperation of those who contributed information which made this repo;t
possible, and particularly the statistical work done by Mr. Henry Knipp who was responsible
for compiling the report.

W@Wﬁv
ames W. Stockton

Agricultural Commissioner




1972

PERMANENT ACREAGE

Bearing Non-bearing Total

Almonds 8,635 21,339 29,974
Apples ' 519 1,133 1,652
Apricots 81 10 9l
Avocados 6 106 112
Cherries 26 1 27
Figs 1 1,264 1,265
Grapefruit 2 813 815
Grapes, Raisin 20,749 445 21,194
Table 9,834 679 10,513

Wine 7,278 22,332 29,610

All 37,861 23,456 61,317

Kiwi 10 10 20
Lemons 125 3,859 3,984
Limes 0 1 1
Nectarines 298 716 1,014
0Olives 210 4,734 4,944
Oranges, Navel 8,283 9,278 17,561
Valencia 3,303 1,392 4,695
Tangerines & Tangelos 425 803 1,228
Peaches 1,762 1,806 3,568
Pears 344 51 395
Pecans 2 4 6
Persimmons 23 14 37
Pistachio 3 3,140 3,143
Plums 1,763 785 s 2,548
Pomegranates 97 'éf;’A\ 103
Prunes 0 396 396
Walnuts 15 1,009 1,024

TOTAL 63,794 76,126 139,920




JAMES W. STOCKTON 2610 M Street
Agricultural Commissioner P. O. Box 1351
Bakersfield-93302

ROBERT A. EDWARDS

Assistant Commissioner Telaphone .

861 ~2306, Area Code 805

C. B. Christensen, Director

California Department of Food and
Agriculture

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Kern

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2279 of the Agricultural Code, I am pleased
to submit herewith the 1972 Annual Crop Report for the County of Kern.

The estimated value of direct farm marketings from all scurces of agricultural production
in 1972 is $430,321,570, an increase of 20% over 1971. This is a gross FOB value, which
includes costs of production and preparation, and does not represent net income to the
farmer. Total harvested acres is 796,865, up by 4,611 acres over 1971.

.Cotton truly is King in Kern County agriculture. Favorable growing conditions along with
an estimated 20% increase in acreage produced a crop exceeding most expectations. 1,025
pounds of lint produced per acre is 21% above 1971's 841 pounds per acre. The total value
of cotton to the county, including cottonseed, is $92,365,000. This is $28,960,000 more
than in 1971 and represents a 45% increase in value.

Potato growers fared better in 1972 than they did in 1971. Although acreage decreased by
about 12%, from 38,220 to 33,894, total value increased by about 38%, up from $25,966,600
in 1971 to $36,017,600 in 1972.

Grapes remained in second place with a value of $60,077,000, an increase of 14% over L97l.
Bearing acreage was down slightly and total production was down by better than 21%. How-
ever, the average gross value for a ton of grapes in 1972 is $215.50 compared to $148.65
in 197L. This represents an average increase in value pexr ton of 44%.

The citrus crop suffered heavy damage in 1972 because of freezing weather during the months
»f November and December. Production of navels was down from 43,300 toms in 1971 to 28,800
tons in 1972, a reduction of 44%. Estimates of the loss to valencias from the '72 bloom
have ranged as high as 85%. The losses to the valencia crop will be reflected in the report
for 1973. An additional 2,131 bearing acres of citrus came into production making a total
of 12,011 bearing acres.

Cattle prices were higher. Total valuc of cattle and calves is estimated at $62,446,000,
a 28% increase over 1971. Estimated marketings teotaled 286,000 head compared to 250,000
head in 1971.

Agriculture is of prime importance to the economy of Kern County. It should be noted,
however, that the more than $430,000,000 of direct farm marketings does not reflect the
true value. Every dollar that the farmer receives in direct marketings generates another
$4 to $5 in related agri-business industries. Thus, the total impact of agriculture on
the economy of Kern County is approaching the $2 billion mark and growing.

We appreciate the cooperation of those who contributed information which made this report
possible, and particularly the statistical work done by Mr. Henry Knipp who was responsible
for compiling the report.

M«)W
ames W. Stockton

Agricultural Commissioner
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Almonds

Apples

Apricots

Avocados

Cherries

Figs

Grapefruit

Grapes, Raisin
Table
Wine
A1l

Kiwi

Lemons

Limes

Nectarines

Olives

Oranges, Navel
Valencia

Tangerines & Tangelos
Peaches

Pears

Pecans

Persimmons

Pistachio

Plums

Pomegranates

Prunes

Walnuts

TOTAL

1672

PERMANENT ACREAGE

Bearing
8,635

. 519
81

6

26

l__Y

20,749
9,834
7,278

37,861

10

125

298
210

8,283
3,303

425
1,762

344

]

23

1,763

97

15
63,794

Non-bearing
21,339

1,133
10

106

1,264
813
445
679

22,332
23,456
10

3,859

716
4,734

9,278
1,392

803
1,806

51

14
3,140

785

396

1,009
76,126

Total
29,974
1,652
91

112

27
1,265
815
21,194

10,518
29,6.0

2
61,317
20

3,984

1,014
4,944

17,561
4,695

1,228
3,568
395

6

37
3,143
2,548
103
396
1,024

139,920




FIELD CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT

Barley 1972 57,000 1.75 99,800 ton $ 57.50 $ 5,738,000
1971 68,200 1.50 102,000 ton 54.00 5,508,000
Beans, dry edible 1972 7,000 1.10 7,700  ton 280.00 2,156,000
' 1971 5,580 1.01 5,640  ton 298.00 1,681,000

Corn, Field 1972 5,200 3.10 16,100  ton 59.00 950,000
1971 5,000 2.76 13,800  ton 55.00 759,000

Cotton Lint 1972 245,000 a/1025 b/523,100 bale c/.3100 77,837,000
1971* 202,700 a/ 841 b/355,100 bale ¢/.3150 53,691,000
Cottonseed 1972 240,000  ton 57.00 13,680,000
1971* 137,000  ton 65.00 8,905,000

Cottonseed, 1972 6,440  ton 76.90 495,00v
planting 1971 5,060 ton 90.10 456,000
Hay, Alfalfa 1972 130,000 8.15 1,060,000 ton 33.00 34,980,000
1971 136,000 8.17 1,111,000  ton 31.00 34,441,000
Grain 1972 6,200 3.12 19,300 ton 34.00 656,000
1971 11,200 3.13 35,100 ton 34.00 1,193,000
Other 1972 2,000 10.00 20,000 ton 29.00 580,000
1971 1,120 8.00 8,960  ton 28.00 251,000
Oats 1972 XX XX XX XX XX
1971 260 1.75 455  ton 63.00 28,700
Pasture, 1972 28,000 XX XX acre 100.00 2,800,000

Irrigated 1971 25,300 XX XX aere 100.00 2,530,0C
Other 1972 75,000 XX XX acre 10.00 750,000
1971 78,100 XX XX acre 10.00 781,000
Range 1972 2,582,000 XX XX acre 1.00 2,582,000
1971 2,602,000 XX XX acre 1.00 2,602,000
Peanuts 1972 XX XX XX XX XX
1971 673 0.838 564  ton 432.00 244,000

Pounds lint per acre

480 1b. net weight bales
. Price per pound

Revised

0 oo




FIELD CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Rice 1972 1,700 1.50 2,550 ton  $105.00 $ 268,000
1971 1,700 1.85 3,140 ton 100.00 314,000
Safflower 1972 5,200 1.06 5,200 ton 117.00 608,000
1971 4,420 1.20 5,300 tomn 100.00 530,000
Silage 1972 5,400 22.00 118,800 ton 5.50 653,000
1971 2,530 20.00 46,600 ton 6.50 303,000
Sorghum Grain 1972 22,500 1.86 41,800 ton 57.80 2,416,000
1971 36,500 1.85 67,500 ton 46.50 3,139,000
Sugar Beets 1972 31,000 24.10 747,100  ton 14.20 10,609,000
1971 36,000 21.90 788,000  ton 13.60 10,717,000
Wheat 1972 33,000 2.00 66,000 ton 59.00 3,894,000
1971 35,000 1.54 53,900 ton 55.00 2,964,000
Miscellaneous 1972 XX XX XX XX 126,000
1971 XX XX XX XX 12,300
TOTAL 1972 654,200 $161,778,000
1971* 650,083 131,050,000
1972 2,582,000 Range
1971 2,602,000 Range
* Revised
—5—




CERTIFIED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Alfalfa 1972 685 338 232,000 1b. $ .386 $ 89,500
1971 3,110 314 976,000  1b. .384 375,000
Barley 1972 1,738 3,410 5,926,000 1b. .040 237,000
1971 714 3,090 2,206,000 1b. .050 110,000
Cowpeas 1972% XX XX XX XX XX
1971 554 1,710 947,000 1b. .124 117,000
Grain 1972% .
(Milo 1971 110 0 93,500 1lb.  xx 7,390
(Oats :
Wheat 1972 869 3,288 2,814,000 1b. .085 98,500
1971 283 2,800 792,000 1b. .085 43,600
Miscellaneous 1972 224 XX 752,000 1b. XX 48,600
1971 24 XX 27,600  1b. XX 6,070
TOTAL 1972 3,516 $473,600
1971 4,795 659,060

#Included in Miscellaneous




NONCERTIFIED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Alfalfa 1972 1,115 385 429,000 1b. §$ .350 $150,000
1971 3,260 295 962,000 1b. .400 385,000
Grain 1972 667 XX 1,184,000 1b. XX 51,000
(Barley 1971 a54 xx 2,540,000 1b. XX 132,000
(Oats ’
(Rye
(Wheat
Miscellaneous 1972 593 XX 559,000  1b. XX 79,500
1971 2,700 XX 999,000  1b. XX 108,000
Vegetable 1972 65 XX 74,400  1b. XX 18,200
1971 102 XX 97,900  1b. XX 113,000
Screenings 1972 XX XX 450 ton 25.00 11,200
1971 XX XX 625 ton 33.00 20,600
TOTAL 1972 2,440 $309,900
1971 7,016 758,600




VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Beans, Snap 1972 710 2.48 1,760 ton  $303.00 $ 533,000
1971 528 2.58 1,360 ton 275.00 374,000
Beans, Snap 1972 1,470 2.78 4,080 ton 85.50 349,000
Processing 1971 670 3.40 2,280  ton 102.00 233,000
Cabbage 1972 425 9.16 3,900 ton 180.00 507,000
1971 182 9.61 1,750 tom 125.00 219,000
Carrots 1972 7,300 17.10 125,000  ton 89.30 11,162,000
1971 6,690 18.50 124,000 ton 108.00 13,392,000
Corn, Sweet 1972 787 4.24 3,340 tom 120.00 401,000
1971 709 3.80 2,690  ton 145.00 390,000
Garlic 1972 672 7.05 4,740  ton 154.00 730,000
1971 260 7.42 1,930 tom 120.00 232,000
Lettuce 1972 3,700 12.60 46,600  ton 138.00 6,431,000
1971 3,100 11.40 35,400 ton 125.00 4,420,000
Melons
Cantaloupe 1972 5,500 9.64 53,000 ton 138.00 7,314,000
1971 4,060 6.92 28,100 ton 151.00 4,243,000
Other Melons 1972 441 9.70 4,300 ton 215.00 924,000
1971 862 4.63 3,990 ton 224.00 894,000
Watermelons 1972 2,350 17.40 40,900 ton 65.60 2,683,000
1971 2,620 12.90 33,800 ton 61.60 2,082,000
Onions, Dry 1972 1,400 22.10 30,900 ton 110.00 3,399,00
1971 2,850 26.00 74,100  ton 79.00 5,854,000
Onions, 1972 4,600 16.80 77,300  ton 37.00 2,860,000
Dehydrator 1971 5,600 18.40 103,000 ton 33.00 3,399,000
Peas 1972% XX XX XX XX XX
1971 240 2.15 516 ton 295.00 152,000
Peppers 1972 448 5.81 2,600 tom 336.00 874,000
1971 299 5.42 1,620 ton 260.00 421,000
Potatoes, Sweet  1972%
1971 154 2.35 362 ton 177.00 64,000

*Tncluded in Miscellaneous




VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
POTATOES, TOTAL 1972 33,984 17.94 609,900 ton $ 59.05 $36,017,600
1971 38,220 17.76 678,780 ton 38.256 25,966,600
late Spring, 1972 30,884 18.68 577,000  ton 58.63 33,833,000
TOTAL 1971 34,6006 18.90 653,000 ton 37.81 24,696,000
Fresh Market 1972 396,000 ton 72.80 28,829,000
1971 450,000  ton 44.40 19,980,000
Processed 1972 92,000 ton 49.80 4,582,000
1971 108,000  ton 39.70 4,288,000
Culls 1972 89,000 ton 4.75 422,000
1971 95,000  ton 4.50 428,000
Winter, 1972 3,100 10.61 32,900 ton 66.40 2,184,600
TOTAL 1971, 3,620 7.12 95,780  ton 49.29 1,270,600
Fresh Market 1972 29,200 ton 74.20 2,167,000
1971 18,900 ton 62.00 1,172,000
Processed 1972% piod XX XX
1971 3,580  ton 23.40 83,800
Culls 1972 3,700 ton 4.75 17,600
1971 3,300 ton 4.50 14,800
Pumpkins and Squash
1972 200 10.90 2,180 ton 61.00 133,000
1971 167 8.35 1,390 ton 66.30 92,200
Zomatoes, 1972 1,130 6.46 7,300 ton  335.00 2,446,000
Fresh Market 1971 424 9.03 3,830 ton 415.00 1,589,000
Tomatoes, 1972 3,130 24.30 76,000 ton 28.00 2,128,000
Processing 1971 2,480 25.80 64,000 ton 28.00 1,792,000
Miscellaneous 1972% 2,400 XX 28,000 ton XX 2,087,000
*Includes: 1971 1,280 XX 7,84 ton XX 950,000
Asparagus, Broccoli, Carrots (culls),
Cauliflower, Cucumbers (proc.) Garlic,
Green Onions, Lettuce (proc.), Melons
(proc.), Parsnips, Peas, Peppers (Bell,
chili, Wax, proc.), Strawberries, Romaine
TOTAL 1972 70,647 $80,978,600
1971 71,125 66,627,800




FRUIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT  PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Almonds 1972% 8,630 .73 6,300 ton $1260.00 $ 7,938,000
1971% 4,566 1.40 6,390 ton  1000.00 6,390,000
Apples 1972 519 2.30 1,200 ton 272.00 326,000
1971 331 6.95 2,300 ton 184.00 423,000
GRAPES, TOTAL** 1972 37,861 7.36 278,780 ton 215.50 60,077,000
1971 37,907 9.31 352,840 ton 148.65 52,448,000
Raisin Varieties
1972 20,749
1971 21,037
Fresh Market 1972 44,000 ton 510.00 22,440,000
1971 58,300 ton  370.00 21,571,000
Raisins, 1972 1,200 ton  500.00 600,000
dry weight**1971 1,770  ton 277.00 490,000
Processed 1972 11,000 ton 98.00 1,078,000
1971 13,700  ton 80.00 1,096,000
Crushed 1972 91,300  ton 82.00 7,486,000
1971 129,000 ton 55.00 7,095,000
Table Varieties 1972 9,834
1971 10,338
Fresh Market 1972 30,100 ton  504.00 15,170,000
1971 34,900 ton 371.00 12,948,000
crushed 1972 32,900  ton 88.60 2,915,00C
1971 38,100 ton 51.60 1,966,000
Wine Varieties 1972 7,278
1971 6,532
Crushed 1972 64,500 ton 161.00 10,384,000
1971 70,700  ton 103.00 7,282,000
Nectarines 1972 298 6.00 1,790 ton 515.00 922,000
1971 217 6.73 1,460 ton 606.00 885,000
Olives 1972 210 1.94 408  ton 387.00 158,000
1971 210 2.32 487  ton 134.00 65,300
* Tncludes produciion from young orchards officially classified as non-bearing.
Almond production and unit value in terms of kernel equivalents.
#*Total production includes raisins on a fresh equivalent basis.
Dry Ratio: 1972 - 4.15 to 1 = 4,980 tons

1971 - 4.60 to 1 = 8,140 tons
-10-




FRUIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL

ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
CITRUS, ALL 1972 12,011 5.03 60,500 ton $133.07 $ 8,051,000
1971 9,880 7.13 70,460 ton  139.02 9,795,000
Navels 1972 8,281 3.47 28,800 ton 160.00 4,608,000
1971 6,603 6.56 43,300 ton  157.00 6,798,000
Valencias 1972 3,304 6.1.6 20,400 ton  137.50 2,805,000
1971 2,897 5.04 14,600 ton 179.00 2,613,000
Tangerines and 1972 426 2.81 1,200 ton  410.00 492,000
Tangelos 1971 380 3.05 1,160 ton  200.00 232,000
Processed 1972 XX XX 10,100  ton 14.50 146,000
1971 XX pod 11,400 ton 13.30 152,000
PEACHES, ALL 1972 1,768 8.65 15,300 ton  314.90 4,818,000
1971 1,951 8.49 16,560 ton  211.65% 3,505,000
Fresh Market 1972 8,900 ton  487.50 4,338,000
- 1971 7,770  ton  364.00 2,828,000
Processed 1972 6,400 ton 75.00 480,000
1971 8,790 ton 77.00 677,000
PEARS, ALL 1972 343 2.30 790 ton  315.06 248,900
1971 317 2.38 755 ton  250.86 189,400
Fresh Market 1972 600 ton  380.00 228,000
1971 620 ton  288.00 179,000
Processed 1972 190 ton 110.00 20,900
1972 135 ton 77.00 10,400
Plums 1972 1,762 3.18 5,600 ton  600.00 3,360,000
1971 1,654 3.45 5,700 ton  333.00 1,927,000
Pomegranates 1972 98 3.25 320 ton 365.62 117,000
1971 94 5.15 484 ton  209.00 101,000
Miscellaneous 1972% 274 XX 825 ton XX 247,000
*Tncludes: 1971 146 XX 717  ton pold 126,000

Apples (proc.), Apricots, Avocadoes,
Cherries, Grapefruit, Kiwi, Lemons,
Persimmons, Pistachios and Walnuts

TOTAL 1972 63,774 . $86,262,900
1971 57,273 75,854,000

-11-




NURSERY PRODUCTS QUANTITY VALUE
YEAR ACRES SOLD BY UNIT PER TOTAL
PRODUCERS UNIT

Citrus Trees 1972% XX XX XX XX
1971 41 111,000 plant $2.50 $ 278,000

" Grapevines 1972 810 19,183,000 plant .154 2,954,000
1971 574 13,891,000 plant 21 2,917,000

Trees and Shrubs 1972 168 998,000 plant 1.25 1,248,000
1971 144 633,000 plant 1.16 734,000

Rose Plants 1972 1,150 16,365,000 plant .385 6,300,000
1971 1,200 15,221,000 plant .35 5,327,000

Plants, 1972 160 XX xX 970,000
Propagative 1971 3 XX XX 418,000
Material and
Cut Flowers

*Tncluded in Trees and Shrubs

TOTAL 1972 2,288 $11,472 ,000
1971 1,962 9,674,000

APTARY PRODUCTS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT

Honey 1972 . 545,600 1b. $ .33 $180,000
1971 819,000 1b. .23 188,000
Beeswax 1972 9,100 1b. .59 5,370
1971 13,700 1b. .60 : 8,220
Pollination 1972 12,100 colony 15.00 181,500
1971 13,400 colony 13.00 174,000
TOTAL 1972 $366,870
1971 370,220

-12-




TL,IVLSTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR NO. OF TOTAL LIVEWEIGHT UNIT PER TOTAL
HEAD UNIT
Cattle and Calves 1972 286,000 1,853,000 cwt. $33.70 $62,446,000
1971* 250,000 1,600,000 ewt.  30.40 48,640,000
Sheep and Lambs 1972 188,000 180,000 ewt.,  27.30 4,914,000
1971 176,000 176,000 cwt.  24.90 4,382,000
Hogs 1972 3,590 5,200 cwt. 28.80 150,000
1971 4,780 7,020 ewt. 18.70 131,000
Fryers 1972 738,000 1,661,000 1b. .173 282,000
1971 687,000 1,546,000 1b. .172 266,000
Chickens, other 1972 330,000 1,320,000 1b. .056 74,000
1971 375,000 1,571,000 1b. .070 110,000
Turkeys 1972 584,000 11,820,000 1b. .229 2,707,000
1971 670,000 12,882,000 1b. .215 2,770,000
Rabbits 1972 15,000 60,000 1b. .30 18,000
1971 12,100 48,400 1b. .29 13,100
Game birds and 1972 XX XX XX 47,000
Squab 1971 XX XX XX 90,200
TOTAL 1972 $70,638,000
1971* 56,402,300
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS PRODUCTION VALUE
UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT
Milk
Market 1972 2,732,000 cwt. $5.35 $14,629,000
1971* 2,440,000 cwt. 5.21 12,712,000
Manufacturing 1972 7,100 cewt. 5.03 35,700
1971%* 4380 cwt. 4.89 2,350
Wool 1972 1,807,000 1b. .22 398,000
1971 1,642,000 1b. .14 230,000
Eggs, chicken 1972 6,993,000 doz. .426 2,979,000
Market 1971 6,251,000 doz. .335 2,094,000
TOTAL 1972 $18,041,700
1971% 15,038,350
*Revised
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.S'V
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JANUARY 1 INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY, 1972-1973
(In number of head)

ITEM January 1, 1972 January 1, 1973
*A1]l cattle and calves 251,300 ** 231,400
* Cattle on feed 98,600 98,800
* Milk cows, two years and over 19,200 ** 21,300
# Gtock sheep and lambs 156,100 145,300
* Hogs 5,300 5,500
Hens and pullets of laying age 306,000 321,000

*

Estimates of California Crop and Livestock Reporting Service

*% Revised

1972 SUPPLEMENTARY PROGRAM PAYMENTS

Barley $ 548,000
Field Corn 28,000
Cotton 23,019,000
Sorgham (milo) 168,000
Sugar Beets 1,397,000
Wheat 539,000
TOTAL $25,699,000




SUMMARY

YEAR ACREAGE ESTIMATED VALUE
Field Crops and Rangeland 1972 654,200 $161,778,000
2,582,000
1971% 650,083 131,050,000
2,602,000
Certified Seed Crops 1972 3,516 473,600
1971 4,795 659,060
Noncertified Seed Crops 1972 2,440 309,900
1971 7,016 758,600
Vegetable Crops 1972 70,647 80,978,600
1971 71,125 66,627,800
Fruit and Nut Crops 1972 63,774 86,262,900
1971 57,273 . 75,854,000
Nursery Products 1972 2,288 11,472,000
1971 1,962 9,674,000
Apiary Products 1972 366,870
1971 370,220
Tivestock and Poultry 1972 70,638,000
1971* 56,402,300
Livastock and Poultry Products 1972 18,041,700
1971 15,038,350
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1972 796,865
(Includes 11,000 acres
dry farm Barley and Wheat)
1971 792,254
(Includes 33,600 acres
dry farm Barley and Wheat)
RANGETLAND 1972 2,582,000
1971 2,602,000
TQTAL VALUE 1972 $430,321,570
1971% 356,434,330
*Revised
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

JAMES W. STOCKTON 2610 M Street
Agricultural Commissioner P. 0. Box 1351
Bakersfield-93302
ROBERT A. EDWARDS
Assistant Comrissioner Telephone

861 - 2306, Area Code 805
1973

C. B. Christensen, Director
California Department of Food and
Agriculture

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Kern

In accordance with the provisions of Section 2279 of the Agricultural Code, I am pleased
to submit herewith the 1973 Annual Crop Report for the County of Kern.

The estimated value of direct farm marketings from all sources of agricultural production
in 1973 is $597,738,630 an increase of more than 37% over 1972. This is a gross FOB
value, which includes cost of production and preparation, and does not represent net
income to the farmer. Total harvested acres is 809,578, up by 12,713 acres over 1972.

Cotton continued to maintain its number one position in terms of gross value. A total
of 258,000 acres, with a yield of 960 pounds lint per acre, grossed an estimated
$142,890,000. Value of cottonseed is included in this figure.

Almonds recorded a spectacular increase in both bearing acreage and value of production.
Bearing acreage was up from 8,630 acres in 1972 to 17,845 acres in 1973. Along with
increased acreage, price per ton of nut meats increased from $1,250 per ton in 1972 to
$2,630 per ton in 1973.

The value of the 19738 potato crop more than doubled in value over 1972, up from $36.,017,600
to $75,438,000. There was an increase of 2,466 planted acres of potatoes in 1973,

Grapes were in third place, behind cotton and potatoes in value of production. A greater
production per acre, 8.14 tons compared to 7.36 tons in 1972, was the primary reason grapes
recorded a 13.8% increase in value over 1972, up from $60,073,000 to $68,392,000.

Total value of citrus was up more than 84% over 1972. The production of Navels, w'ich
suffered heavy losses in 1972 because of freezing weather, almost doubled per acre
production in 1973. However, the Valencia crop, which suffered severe freeze damage to
the 1972 bloom was down over 94% in gross dollar value.

Cattle prices were higher, but total number of head going to market dropped from 286,000
in 1972 to 212,000 in 1973. This accounted for a 4.7% drop in the gross value of cattle.

Agriculture continues in its dominant position as the number one industry in Kern County.
It is estimated that the total impact of agriculture on the County's economy is in excess
of $2.5 billion dollars.

We sincerely appreciate the cooperation of those who contributed information which made
this report possible, and it is especially appreciated by those members of my staff who
were directly responsible for compiling the statistical information.

Sincerely yours,

cJames W. Stockton

Agricultural Commissioner
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1973

PERMANENT ACREAGE

Bearing Non-bearing Total
Almonds 17,845 18,471 36,316
Apples 658 997 1,655
Apricots 92 125 217
Avocados 86 27 113
Cherries 26 1 27
Figs 1 1,809 1,810
Grapefruit . 3 1,648 1,651
Grapes: ALl 38,541 35,208 73,749
Raisin 20,679 2,896 23,575
Table 9,800 1,793 11,593
Wine 8,062 30,519 38,581
Kiwi 10 11 21
Lemons 955 3,254 4,209
Limes 0 1 1
Nectarines 426 755 1,181
0lives 210 6,291 6,501
Oranges: _All 14,007 8,415 22,422
Navel 10,487 7,205 17,692
Valencia 3,520 1,210 4,730
Tangerines & Tangelos 451 774 1,225
peaches 2,072 1,575 3,647
Pears 366 39 405
Pecans 2 0 2
Persimmons 23 32 55
Pistachio 3 7,210 7,213
Plums 1,918 304 2,722
Pomegranates 105 0 105
Prunes 0 396 396
Walnuts 173 858 1,031
TOTAL 77,973 88,701 166,674 —3—
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FIELD CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT  PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT

Barley 1973 52,500 1.60 84,000 ton $ 72.00 $ 6,048,000
1972 57,000 1.75 99,800 ton 57.50 5,738,000
Beans, dry edible 1973 7,509 1.14 8,550 ton 580.00 4,959,000
1972 7,000 1.10 7,700  ton 280.00 2,156,000
Corn, Field 1973 900 2.80 2,520 ton 108.00 272,100
1972 5,200 3.10 16,100 ton 59.00 950,000
Cotton Lint 1973 258,000 a/960 b/516,000 bale c¢/.4700 116,410,000
1972% 229,500 a/l163  b/556,100 bale ¢/.3100 82,748,000
Cottonseed 1973 222,000  ton 117.00 25,974,000
1972% 233,000 ton 57.00 13,281,000
Cottonseed, 1973 6,620  ton 76.40 506,000
planting 1972 6,440  ton 76.90 495,000
Hay, Alfalfa 1973 123,000 8.00 984,000 ton 44.00 43,296,000
1972 130,000 8.15 1,060,000 ton 33.00 34,980,000
Grain 1973 6,000 3.16 19,000  ton 45.00 855,000
1972 6,200 3.12 19,300 ton 34.00 656,000
Other 1973 5,000 10.00 50,000 ton 40.00 2,000,000
1972 2,000 10.00 20,000  ton 29.00 580,000
Pasture, 1973 25,000 XX XX acre 125.00 3,125,000
Irrigated 1972 28,000 XX XX acre 100.00 2,800,000
Other 1973 73,000 XX XX acre 10.00 730,000
1972 75,000 XX XX acre 10.00 750,000
Range 1973 2,548,000 XX XX acre 1.00 2,548,000
1972 2,582,000 XX XX acre 1.00 2,582,000
Rice 1973 1,540 1.60 2,500  ton 180.00 450,000
1972 1,700 1.50 2,550  ton 105.00 268,000

a. Pounds lint per acre

b. 480 1b. net weight bales
¢. Price per pound

*  Revised
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FIELD CROPS PRODUCTTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Safflower 1973 4,200 1.15 4,830 ton $165.00 $ 797,000
1972 5,200 1.00 5,200 ton 117.00 608,000
Silage 1973 8,000 20.00 160,000 ton 6.50 1,040,000
1972 5,400 22.00 118,800 ton 5.50 653,000
Sorghum Grain 1973 18,000 2.00 36,000 ton" 100.00 3,600,000
1972 22,500 1.86 41,800 ton 57.80 2,416,000 -
Sugar Beets 1973 24,000 24.29 583,000 ton 18.58 10,832,000
1972 31,000 24.10 747,100  ton 14.20 10,609,000
Wheat 1973 37,000 1.75 64,700  ton 85.50 5,532,000
1972 33,000 2.00 66,000 ton 59.00 3,894,000
Miscellaneous 1973 XX XX X% XX 163,800
1972 XX XX XX XX 126,000
TOTAL 1973 643,640 $229,137,900
1972% 638,700 166,290,000
Range 1973 2,548,000
1972 2,582,000
*Revised




CERTIFIED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION N VALUE

YEAR  HARVES1ED PER TOTAL UNI? PR TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE CWiT

Alfalfa 1973% XX XX xx 1b. $ xx $ S
1972 685 338 232,000 1b. $ .386 AT
Barley 1973 972 3,215 3,125,000  1b. .044 137,500
| 1972 1,738 3,410 5,926,000 1b. .040 237,000
Cowpeas 1978 - 451 2,240 1,010,000 1b. .35 353,500
1972% XX XX XX XX XX
Wheat 1973 643 3,465 2,228,000 1b. .045 100,000
1972 869 3,238 2,814,000 1b. .035 98,500
Miscellaneous 1973 75 XX 6,837 1b. XX 6,800
1972 224 XX 752,000  1b. XX 48,600
TOTAL 1973 2,141 $597,800
1972 3,516 473,600

*Tncluded in Miscellaneous
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NONCERTIFIED SEED CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Alfalfa 1973% XX XX xx 1lb. § xx $ XX
1972 1,115 385 429,000 1b. .35 150,000
Grain 1973 329 XX 780,323  1b. XX 30,100
(Barley 1972 667 XX 1,184,000 1b. XX 51,000
(Ozts
(Rye
(Wheat
Miscellaneous 1973 265 XX 375. 1b. XX 47,600
1972 593 XX 559,000 1b. XX 79,500
Vegetable 1973 36 XX 39,600 1b. XX 14,200
1972 65 XX 74,400  1b. XX 18,200
Screenings 1973 XX XX 690  ton 37.40 25,800
1972 XX XX 450  tom 25.00 11,200
TOTAL 1973 630 $117,700
1972 2,440 309,900

*Included in Miscellaneous
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VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTTION VALUE
YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT  PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Beans, Snap 1973 470 3.28 1,540 ton  $387.00 $ 596,000
1972 710 2.438 1,760  ton 303.00 533,000
Beans, Snap 1975 1,700 2.16 3,670  ton 97.00 356,000
Processing 1972 1,470 2.78 4,080 ton 85.50 349,000
Cabbage 1973 365 9.97 3,640 tom 158.00 575,000
1972 425 9.16 3,900 ton 130.00 £07,000
Carrots 1973 9,400 16.50 155,000  ton 109.00 16,895,000
1972 7,300 17.10 125,000  ton 89.30 11,162,000
Corn, .weet 1973 625 3.90 2,440  ton 162.00 395,000
1972 787 4.24 3,340 ton 120.00 401,000
Garlie 1973 755 5.75 4,340  ton 207.00 898,000
1972 672 7.05 4,740  tom 154.00 730,000
Lettuce 1973 4,900 10.80 53,000 ton 137.00 7,261,000
1972 3,700 12.60 46,600  ton 138.00 6,431,000
Melons
Cantaloupe 1973 5,860 6.30 37,000 ton 155.00 5,735,000
1972 5,500 9.64 53,000 ton 138.00 7,314,000
Other Melons 1973 600 6.70 4,000 ton 176.00 704,000
1972 441 9.70 4,300 ton 215.00 924,000
Watermelons 1973 2,700 15.00 40,500 ton 54.50 2,207,000
1972 2,250 17.40 40,900  ton 65.60 2,683,000
Onions, Dry 1973 1,400 27.00 37,800 ton 140.00 5,292,000
1972 1,400 22.10 30,900 ton 110.00 3,399,000
Onions, 1973 6,100 13.00 79,300  ton 49.50 3,925,000
Dehydrator 1972 4,600 16.80 77,300  ton 37.00 2,860,000
Peppers 1973 775 5.75 4,450 tom 476.00 2,118,000
1972 448 5.81 2,600 ton 336.00 874,000
-8
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VEGETABLE CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR  HARVESTED PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT

POTATOES, TOTAL 1973 36,450 17.14 624,600  ton $120.77 $ 75,433,000
1972 33,984 17.94 609,900  ton 59.05 36,017,600
Late Spring, 1973 34,300 17.40 597,000  ton 119.71 71,467,000
TOTAL 1972 30,884 18.68 577,000  ton 58.63 33,833,000
Fresh Market 1973 454,000  ton 143.00 64,922,000
1972 396,000 ton 72.80 . 28,829,000
Processed 1975 88,000  ton 70.00 6,160,000
1972 92,000  ton 49.80 4,582,000
Culls 1973 55,000 tom 7.00 385,000
1972 89,000  ton 4.75 422,000
Winter, 1973 2,150 12.84 27,600  ton 143.70 3,966,000
TOTAL 1972 3,100 10.61 32,900  ton 66.40 2,184,600
Fresh Market 1973 25,600  ton 154.00 3,942,000
1972 29,200  ton 74.20 2,167,000
Culls 1973 2,000  ton 12.00 24,000
1972 3,700  ton 4.75 17,600
Pumpkins and 1973 125 9.75 1,200 ton 136.00 163,000
Squash 1972 200 10.90 2,180 ton 61.00 133,000
Tomatoes, 1973 1,000 6.10 6,100  ton 438.00 2,672,000
Fresh Market 1972 1,130 6.46 7,300  ton 335.00 2,446,000
Tomatoes, 1973 5,500 20.00 110,000  ton 34.00 - 3,740,000
Processing 1972 3,130 24.30 76,000  ton 28.00 2,128,000
Miscellaneous 1973 4,000 XX 34,500 ton XX 3,339,000
*Includes: 1972 2,400 XX 28,000 ton XX 2,087,000

Asparagus, Limas, Broccoli, carrots (culls), Cauliflower, Cucumbers (proc.),
Lettuce (proc.), Melons (proc.), Peas, Peppers, (bell, chili, wax, proc.)
Potatoes (fall proc.), Sweet potatoes, Strawberries, Romaine. :

TOTAL 1973 82,725 $132,304,000
1972 70,647 80,978,600
-9-




FRUIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
Almonds 1978% 17,845 .63 10,060 ton  $2630.00 $26,459,000
1972% 8,630 .78 6,300  ton 1260.00 7,938,000
Apples 1973 658 2.18 1,400  ton 315.00 441,000
1972 519 2.30 1,200 ton 272.00 326,000
GRAPES, TOQTAL** 1973 38,541 8.14 314,000 ton 217.380 68,392,000
1972% 37,861 7.36 275,000  ton 218.45 60,073,000
Raisin Varieties 20,679
1973 20,749
1972
Fresh Market 1973 50,000  ton 505.00 25,250,000
1972 44,000  ton 510.00 22,440,000
Raisins, 1973 3,400  ton 700.00 2,380,000
dry weight**1972 1,200 ton 500.00 600,000
Processed 1973 12,600 ton 120.00 1,512,000
1972 11,000 ton 98.00 1,078,000
Crushed 1973 104,000 ton 80.00 8,320,000
1972 91,300  ton 82.00 7,486,000
Table Varieties 1973 9,800
1972 9,834
Fresh Market 1973 34,000 ton 493.00 16,762,000
1972 30,100  ton 504.00 15,170,000
Crushed 1973 37,000 ton 85.00 3,145,000
1972 32,900 ton 88.60 2,915,000
Wine Varieties 1973 8,062
1972 7,278
Crushed 1973 73,000  ton 151.00 11,023,000
1972 64,500 tonm 161.00 10,384,000
Nectarines 1973 426 4.70 2,000 ton 680.00 1,360,000
1972 298 6.00 1,790  ton 515.00 922,000
Olives 1973 210 3.35 700  tonm 390.00 273,000
1972 210 1.94 408  ton 387.00 158,000

* Includes production from young orchards officially classified

Almond production stated in terms of kernel equivalents.

*#%*Total production includes raisins on a fresh equivalent basis.
1973 -~ 4.50 to 1
1972 - 4,15 to 1

Dry Ratio:

-10-~-

as non-bearing.
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FRUIT AND NUT CROPS PRODUCTION VALUE
; YEAR BEARING PER TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
i ACREAGE ACRE UNIT
E
CITRUS, ALL 1973 14,458 6.11 88,340 ton  $163.29 $ 14,425,000
1972% 12,011 5.03 60,500  ton 133.07 7,811,000
Navels 1973 10,487 6.22 65,200 ton  189.25 12,339,000
1972 8,281 3.47 28,800 ton 160.00 4,608,000
<
Valencias 1973 3,520 2.71 9,540 ton 152.00 1,450,000
1972 3,304 6.16 20,400 ton 137.50 2,805,000
Tangerines and 1973 451 3.14 1,400 tom 280.00 392,000
( Tangelos 1972% 426 2.81 1,200 ton 210.00 252,000
Processed 1973 12,200 ton 20.00 244,000
1972 10,100 ton 14.50 146,000
PEACHES, ALL 1973 2,083 6.63 13,820 ton 335.30 4,634,000
1972 1,768 8.65 15,300 ton 314.90 4,818,000
Fresh Market 1073 7,350  ton 535.50 4,000,000
1972 8,900 ton 487.50 4,338,000
Processed 1973 6,470  ton 98.00 634,000
1972 6,400 ton 75.00 430,000
PEARS, ALL 1973 366 4.07 1,490 ton 301.95 449,900
1972 343 2.30 790  ton 315.06 248,900
Fresh Market 1973 1,160  ton 355.00 412,000
1972 600  ton 380.00 228,000
Processed 1973 330 ton 115.00 37,900
1972 190 ton 110.00 20,900
. Plums 1973 1,918 2.70 5,200 ton 684.00 3,557,000
1972 1,762 3.18 5,600 ton 600.00 3,360,000
. Pomegranates 1973 105 3.90 410  ton 360.00 147,600
1972 98 3.25 320 ton 365.62 117,000
Miscellaneous 1973 %% 1,363 XX 11,500 ton XX 2,768,000
**Tncludes: 1972 274 XX 825 tom XX 247,000
Apples (proc.), Apricots, Avocados, Cherries, Figs,
Grapefruit, Kiwi, Lemons, Limes, Pecans, Persimmons,
Pistachios, Prunes and Walnuts. :
TOTAL 1973 77,973 $122,906,500
1972 63,774 86,018,900
#Revised
~11-




NURSERY PRODUCTS QUANTITY VALUE
YEAR ACRES SOLD BY UNIT PFER TOTAL
PR™MUCERS UNIT
Grapevines 1973 807 18,260,000 plant $ .222 $ 4,054,000
1972 810 19,183,000 plant .154 2,954,000
Tree:s and Shrubs 1973 124 788,000 plant 1.40 1,103,000
1972 168 998,000 plant 1.25 1,248,000
Rose Plants 1973 1,160 17,053,000 plant .542 9,243,000
1972 1,150 16,365,000 plant .385 6,300,000
Plants, 1973 378 XX XX 3,547,000
Propagative 1972 160 XX XX 970,000
Material and
Cut Flowers
TOTAL 1973 2,469 $17,947,000
1972 2,288 11,472,000
APTARY PRODUCTS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR TOTAL UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT
Honey 1973 639,100 1b. $ .42 $268,400
1972 545,600 1b. .33 180,000
Beeswax 1973 10,600 1b. .72 7,630
1972 9,100 1b. .59 5,370
Pollination 1973 14,800 colony 16.00 236,800
1972 12,100 colony 15.00 181,500
TOTAL 1973 $512,830
1972 366,870

-192-




LIVESTOCK AND PQULTRY PRODUCTION VALUE

YEAR NO. CF TOTAL LIVEWEIGHT UNIT PER TOTAL
HEAD UNIT
Cattle arnd Calves 1973 212,000 1,390,000 cwt.  $42.80 $59,492,000
1972 286,000 1,853,000 cwt. 33.70 62,446,000
Sheep and Lambs 1973 166,000 178,000 ewt, 33.07 5,886,000
1972 188,000 180,000 cwt. 27.30 4,914,000
Hogs 1973 3,400 4,860 cwt. 38.55 187,000
1972 3,590 5,200 cwt. 28.80 150,000
Fryers 1973 486,000 1,944,000 1b. .350 680,000
1972% 738,000 1,661,000 1b. .173 287,000
Chickens, other 1973 282,000 1,128,000 1b. .134 151,000
1972 330,000 1,320,000 1b. .056 74,900
Turkeys 1973 463,000 9,260,000 1b. . 500 4,630,000
1972 584,000 11,820,000 1b. .229 2,707,000
Rabbits 1973 17,500 70,000 1b. .38 26,600
1972 15,000 60,000 1b. .30 18,000
Game birds and 1973 43,200
Squab 1972 47,000
TOTAL 1973 $71,095,800
1972 70,643,000
*Revised
LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS PRODUCTION VALUE
YEAR UNIT PER TOTAL
UNIT
Milk
Market 1973 2,868,000 cewt. $6.32 $18,126,000
1972% 2,785,000 cwt. 5.38 14,822,000
Manufacturing 1973 10,900 cwt. 5.51 60,100
1972% 4,800 ewt. 4.74 22,800
Wool 1978 1,631,000 1b. .85 1,386,000
1972 1,807,000 1b. .22 398,000
Eggs, chicken 1973 5,911,000 doz. .60 3,547,000
Market 1972 6,993,000 doz. <426 2,979,000
TOTAL 1973 $23,119,100
1972% 18,221,800
*Revised
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JANUARY 1 INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY, 1973-1974
(In number of head)

ITEM January 1, 1973 January 1, 1974
*All cattle and calves 231,400 268,000
* Cattle on feed 98,800 106,200
* Milk cows, two years and over 21,300 23,600
* Stock sheep and lambs 145,300 146,200
*  Hogs 5,500 4,900
Hens and pullets of laying age 321,000 345,348

*Estimates of California Crop and Livestock Reporting Service

1973 SUPPLEMENTARY PROGRAM PAYMENTS

(Barley

(Field Corn $ 792,926
(Sorghum

Cotton 19,587,353
Sugar Beets 942,218
Wheat 332,120
TOTAL $21,654,617

~14-




SUMMARY

YEAR ACREAGE ESTIMATED VALUE
Field Crops and Rangeland 1973 643,640 $229,137,900
2,548,000
1972% 638,700 166,290,000
2,582,000
Certified Seed Crops 1973 2,141 597,800
1972 3,516 473,600
Noncertified Seed Crops 1973 630 117,700
1972 2,440 309,900
Vegetable Crops 1973 82,725 132,304,000
1972 70,647 80,978,600
Fruit and Nut Crops 1973 77,973 122,906,500
1972% 63,774 86,018,900
Nursery Products 1973 2,469 17,947,000
1972 2,288 11,472,000
Apiary Products 1973 512,830
1972 366,870
Livestock and Poultry 1973 71,095,800
1972% 70,643,000
Livestock and Poultry Products 1973 23,119,100
1972%* 18,221,800
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1973 809,578
(Includes 22,000 acres
dry farm barley and wheat)
RANGELAND 2,548,000
TOTAL VALUE $597,738,630
TOTAL HARVESTED ACREAGE 1972 781,365
(Includes 11,000 acres
dry farm barley and wheat)
RANGELAND 2,582,000
TOTAL VALUE¥ $434,774,670

*Revised

~15-




