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Necessity and Model of the Nationalization of Rural
Elites
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Abstract Concept of rural elite in China is introduced. And rural elites are classified into governing elite, economic elite, social elite and cultural
elite with phenomenon of overlapping among the four types. Definitions of science nationalization and elite politicalization are introduced. Based on
the review of previous research results, meaning of elite nationalization is defined . the state guides elites to join in its operation by means of control-
ling the elites’ occupation, promoting their status, improving their warfare, assimilating their thought and so on, so that elites may serve the political
objectives of the state. Predicaments of rural elites are analyzed. Firstly, some rural governing elites and economic elites are high combined, or
they use each other to exchange power and money. Secondly, the state pays little attention to the nationalization degree of rural social elite and cul-
tural elite. Thirdly, the rights of economic elites in rural areas are illegally deprived by governing elites when doing business. Based on this, this pa-
per points out that elite nationalization in rural areas is the inevitable choice of promoting rural economic and social development. Concrete models
of elite nationalization in rural areas are discussed. Firstly, give certain political status to rural economic elite and strengthen the way of guidance;
Secondly, improve the economic income and strengthen the supervision and education on rural governing elite. Thirdly, give certain political status
to rural social elite and improve their ability to become rich. Fourthly, improve the economic income and political status of rural cultural elite and offer

them opportunities for upward mobility.
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With the rapid development of Chinese economy, gap of
social and economic development between rural and urban Chi-
na is widening. The lag of rural development affects the stability
of rural society, hinders the urban economic development and
social stability, and finally influences the development and sta-
bility of the whole society. When analyzing how to promote the
scientific development of rural economy and society, scholars
usually start from the aspects of developing rural education and
health care and enhancing farmers’ income. Although these are
the key points to solve the " Three Agricultural Problems" ,
scholars have ignored the concerns of the rural elite. They fail
to effectively integrate rural elites into the national action in the
rural areas on time, so that the thought and action of rural elites
can fit in with national goals, that is, the nationalization of rural
elites. Otherwise, it is difficult to truly achieve the scientific devel-
opment in rural areas. This paper aims to offer references for the
effective and timely integration of rural elites by studying on the
necessity and model of elite nationalization in rural areas.

1 Concept and classification of rural elite

Definition and classification of rural elite should be estab-
lished based on the definition of elite and the classification of
Chinese elite, especially the Chinese rural elite by sociological
circle.

Pareto argues that those who are most capable in any par-
ticular grouping are the elite, no matter good or bad'''. Wu
Zhongmin divides elite group in contemporary China into three
categories: economic elite community, governing elite commu-
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nity and intellectual elite community *'. Wang Hansheng classi-

fies village elite into governing elite, economic elite and social
elite. Governing elite refers to village cadres; economic elite is
people who has strong economic strength in a village; and so-
cial elite is the villager having high prestige'®'. Concept of rural
economic elite is defined as private entrepreneurs by Chen
Guangijin'*!, Classification of rural elite by scholars is based on
the analysis of the actuality of rural society, reflecting the actual
situation of rural elites to a certain extent.

According to the results of previous studies, | believe that
rural elite refers to people who has a certain influence on one or
several fields in rural areas, such as economy, politics, socie-
ty, and cultural knowledge. Rural elite can be classified into
governing elite, economic elite, social elite and cultural elite.
Among them, governing elite includes the township party and
administrative staff, and main cadres in village’s party branch
and the villager committee. Economic elite is the person in
charge of township enterprises and the owner of the private e-
conomy. Social elite only refers to the villager having certain
prestige. And cultural elite is the teacher of primary or seconda-
ry school in rural areas and the farmer receiving certain educa-
tion. There is a overlapping among these four types of elites,
that is, a person can have the characteristics of the two, or
even four, elite types at the same time.

2 The meaning of elite nationalization and

the necessity of nationalization of rural elite

Definitions of science nationalization and elite politicaliza-
tion by academic circle are of great significance. Zhang Li ar-
gues that after the establishment of the new regime, scientific
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institutions and universities are all managed and supported by
the state. Scientists as a group have been subordinated to na-
tional institutions. As a member of a unit, they are engaged in
teaching and research work. Thus, they have contractual obli-
gations to the state and government. On the one hand, accord-
ing to the political performance of academic ability of scientists,
the state grants appropriate academic honor, political treatment
and living treatment to them. On the other hand, as state ca-
dres, scientists have to accept the ideological education by the
party, to be subjected to the administrative department, and to
make research objectives and programs under the framework of
national science and technology planning. Gaining the cadre
status of scientists is a part of science nationalization, as well
as a part of intellectual ( elite) nationalization™’. In addition,
scholars also put forward the concept of elite politicalization.
Xie Yue calls the growth model of the social elite in contempo-
rary China’ as elite politicalization, and believes that this growth
mode is also the main reason for the loss of elite function. Gen-
erally speaking, there are two orientations of elite politicaliza-
tion. elite proximity and political assimilation. However, distor-
tion of elite politicalization occurs in contemporary China. A
kind of power relation with mutual interdependence is estab-
lished, rather than mutual restriction. And the goal of the elite
game is how to realize privatization of public power'®". Advance
of elite politicalization is of great value, figuring out the unique
growth pattern of elite in contemporary China. Concept of elite
politicalization has a certain similarity with that of elite nationa-
lization. But the former mainly focuses on the cooperation
among different types of elites, especially the economic elite
and governing elite, in order to realize the privatization of public
power. This also includes the phenomenon that after achieving
the economic success, economic elite may become a vice sec-
tion officer or above it. Obviously, elite politicalization means
more than this. In other words, it more refers to the mutual co-
operation between governing elite and economic elite without
considering the objective of state. Besides, elite politicalization
might be mistakenly understood as the extensive and thorough
participation of elite in politics. In fact, elites do not necessarily
agree with the principles and policies of ruling political party,
and they may even become opponents of current government.
Thus, it can be concluded that the saying of elite politicalization
still needs to be improved. Different from " elite politicaliza-
tion" , " elite nationalization" can better reflect the cooperation
among the elite, the state and the ruling party after the year
1949 in China.

According to the relevant researches, the definition of elite
nationalization should be as follows: the state guides elites in
its operation by means of controlling the elites’ occupation, pro-
moting their status, improving their warfare, assimilating their
thought and so on, so that elites may serve the political objec-
tives of the state.

At present, status of rural elites is worrisome. Firstly,
some rural governing elites and economic elites are high com-
bined, or they use each other to exchange power and money.
Apparently, there is very close relationship between the gov-

ernment and the rural governing and economic elites. But in-
deed, their aim is to seek private gain at public expense. Al-
though some of the NPC ( National Peopoe’s Congress) depu-
ties and CPPCC ( Chinese People’s Political Consultative Con-
ference) members have already been nationalized, their be-
havior has greatly damaged the interests of farmers and the im-
age of the party and the government. Their words and actions
are far from, or even go counter to, the objective of the state.
Secondly, the state pays little attention to the nationalization
degree of rural social elite and cultural elite. In particular, the
devotion of some teachers in primary and secondary schools in
rural areas does not get an equal reward. And there are few
opportunities for them to stand out by striving. Thirdly, the
rights of economic elite in rural areas are illegally deprived by
governing elite when doing business, which hinders the devel-
opment of rural economy, and ruins the social morality in rural
areas.

Rural elites have certain impact on economy, politics, so-
ciety, culture and so on. They are strong enough to promote or
hinder the implementation of new socialist countryside construc-
tion. If their action is inconsistent with the new countryside con-
struction, it is bound to impede the development and stability in
rural China. Elite nationalization in rural areas can integrate the
intelligence, financial resources and social impact of rural
elites, so that elites are willing to support the implementation of
strategy in rural areas, and to play an important role in promo-
ting the rural economic and social development.

3 Analysis on the model of elite nationa-

lization in rural areas

The nationalization model is adopted according to the type
of rural elite, so as to achieve satisfactory results.
3.1 Model for economic elite in rural areas Economic
elite in rural areas is the key force to revitalize the rural econo-
my. However, they might be oppressed by some governing
elites, impeding the contribution of economic elite to rural eco-
nomic development in rural areas. Therefore, certain political
status should be given to the rural economic elites so that they
may have more opportunities and strengths to negotiate with ru-
ral governing elite. To solve the exchange of money and power
between rural economic elite and governing elite, the inspecting
discipline, supervision and judicature departments should inter-
vene into the illegal collusion. Thus, dialogue platform for rural
economic elite and the state will be protected. Besides, rural e-
conomic elites are mainly the main entrepreneurs of an indus-
try. Thus, they can be elected to be leaders of various trade
associations. With the help of local party committee and gov-
ernment, party organization of the trade association may be set
up in order to strengthen the management of rural economic
elites, and to guide their behavior in line with the strategic ob-
jectives of state.
3.2 Model for governing elite in rural areas Governing
elite in rural areas bears an important responsibility for the so-
cial and economic development. However, the phenomena of
administrative omission, arbitrary conduct and exchange of
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money and power are common in rural areas, greatly restricting
the development of rural society and affecting the image of the
party and the government. Its causation is the contradiction be-
tween work pressure and low income of rural governing elite.
What's more, most of the governing elites in rural areas have
low political quality and cultural quality; and the control meas-
ures by the state are inadequate, which lead to the increasingly
serious situation for rural governing elites. Therefore, the state
should appropriately increase the economic income of gover-
ning elites in rural areas based on the financial resources of lo-
cal government, so as to rectify the psychological imbalance of
governing elites when associating with economic elites. At the
same time, according to the low quality of governing elite, gov-
ernment should strengthen the education on professional knowl-
edge and skills, especially on the problems in the political and
ideological quality of rural governing elite. Be sure to effectively
strengthen the education of revolutionary traditions and theoreti-
cal quality, so that their professional ability and political quality
can be improved. Besides, strengthening the supervision of
township and village cadres is also very important. Relevant
system should be established to prevent the exchange of mon-
ey and power. Through these approaches, the thought and be-
havior and rural governing elites might maintain a high degree
of consensus with the state, so that they can play the due role
on social development in rural areas.
3.3 Model for social elite in rural areas Social elite in rural
areas refers to the people served as village cadre and above it,
member with high prestige in family, and villager good at coor-
dinating the relationship. Rural social elites may have neither
high economic income, nor certain political status. They are not
necessarily understand and support the rural policies, and may
even oppose the governing elite and economic elite. However,
social elite is powerful enough to promote or undermine the im-
plementation of rural policy in rural areas. Therefore, the state
must pay attention to the function of social elite, and take
measures to absorb them into the construction of rural areas.
Because political status of rural social elite is low, repre-
sentatives can be nominated as the candidates of township
deputies to the NPC, so that they can get a platform to negoti-
ate with governing elite, to express the actual needs of farm-
ers, to propagandize the national policies and principles to
farmers based on understanding the " Three Agricultural Prob-
lems" , and to assist the township party committee and neigh-
borhood committee in the construction of new socialist country-
side. Considering the low economic income of social elites,
they can be absorbed into corresponding trade associations in
order to have more opportunities to contact with, or to obtain
support from, economic elite. Skills and ways of getting rich
can be grasped through the training of agricultural enrichment
technology by government organizations, which can better sup-
port the strategy implementation in rural areas.
3.4 Model for cultural elite in rural areas Cultural elite is
mainly the teacher of primary or secondary school in rural are-
as, bearing the important task of imparting knowledge and cul-
ture to the youth and playing the role of explaining national poli-

cies'”!. But rural governing elite has not recognized the impor-
tance of teachers. In fact, value orientation and behavior pref-
erence of teachers, who are the intellectuals in the middle class
of rural social structure, not only affect the development of rural
society, but also influence the stability of rural society. Howev-
er, economic income of rural cultural elites is relatively low at
present, and their political status is also relatively low compared
with governing elite with few opportunities for upward mobility.
Therefore, cultural elite lacks the subjective intention to explain
the state’s rural strategy to the children of farmers. And they e-
ven show their dissatisfaction with the state at or after class.
Thus, the negative role of cultural elite should be paid attention
to.

Nationalization of rural cultural elite aims to improve their
economic income, to offer them more opportunities to commu-
nicate with rural governing elite, and to give them the chance to
become township NPC deputies and CPPCC members. When
making local development plans, rural governing elite should
fully consult to the rural cultural elite. This helps township gov-
ernment to draw on the wisdom of the masses when making
plans and systems. Meanwhile, cultural elite feels respected,
and may support the implementation of rural strategy, so that
the real nationalization of rural cultural elite can be realized.

4 Conclusion

Rural elite is more than rural economic elite. Only when
the rural elites are classified accurately, can we fully under-
stand their situation. According to the characteristics of rural
governing elite, economic elite, social elite and cultural elite,
the current needs and problems of each elite community are
analyzed; and then different nationalization models are adopt-
ed. Generally speaking, all the four elite types need financial
support. At the same time, the state should set up a platform
for dialogue and mutual support, and prevent the exchange of
power of money and other improper deals among different elite
types by supervision and ideological education. Based on the
scientific classification of rural elite, different nationalization
strategies are adopted, and the function of rural elite can be
fully exerted so as to promote the development and stability in
rural society.
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