%‘““‘“\N Ag Econ sxes
/‘ RESEARCH IN AGRICUITURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their
employer(s) is intended or implied.


https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/

Asian Agricultural Research/ il #< Mt #F 35 2009,1(3) :14 =17

Responsible editor;Jinyan Responsible translator; Chengna

Deep Development of Rural Tourism under Integrat-

ed Agriculture

YUAN Li~

School of Tourism and Culture Industry, Chengdu University, Chengdu 610106, China

Abstract This paper introduces the disadvantages and developmental approaches of rural tourism in China on the basis of apprehending the con-
notation of integrated agriculture. Then, it analyzes the current situation of new agricultural tourism park in Chengdu City of Sichuan Province. Re-
search result shows that the implementation of integrated agriculture will promote the scientific and efficient development of rural tourism, which has
a positive effect on the reconstruction of agricultural economy after disaster in Sichuan Province.
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Modern agriculture, having a variety of forms, is the ad-
vanced stage of national agricultural economic development.
No. 1 Document of the Party Central Committee — Several
Opinions of the Central Committee of the CPC and the State
Council on the 2009 Plan to Promote the Stable Development of
Agriculture and Increase the Income of Farmers —was intro-
duced in February of 2009. It once again stressed the impor-
tance of deep construction of the material support for modern
agriculture and service system. The No. 1 Document pointed
out that we should speed up the pace of scientific and techno-
logical innovation in agriculture, accelerate the construction of
high-standard farmland, strengthen the infrastructure construc-
tion of water conservancy, promote the agricultural mechaniza-
tion, advance the construction of key ecology projects,
strengthen the market system construction of agricultural prod-
ucts, and promote the construction of public service agency for
grass-roots agriculture'’’. All these have placed the integrated
agriculture in a very important position.

1 Connotation of integrated agriculture

1.1 Definition of integrated agriculture Integrated agricul-
ture refers to the integration of agricultural high technology and
agricultural equipment according to certain requirement of agri-
cultural production. It is a modern agriculture development
mode using the way of government support in order to achieve
agricultural extension. Its goal is not simply to purse produc-
tion, but rather to emphasize the harmony among agricultural
production, nature and environment, as well as to make clear
the social responsibility of agriculture "', Therefore, integrated
agriculture is the expression form of high-tech agriculture in
modern agricultural system.

1.2 Characteristics of integrated agriculture Integrated
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agriculture, a path selection of agricultural extension, effective-
ly solves the problems of high risks and costs during the
process of technology promotion by the way of national policy
and financial assistance. Moreover, integrated agriculture usu-
ally allows the limited resources of agricultural production to be
most effective due to the high efficiency of equipment. Integrat-
ed agriculture has good ecological and survival benefits, takes
little space and has high productivity. Integrated agriculture de-
pends on tangible agricultural facilities, so that the correspond-
ing operation skills can be designed according to the abilities of
workers even though there are a variety of complex techniques.
Agricultural workers have already grasped a large number of
agricultural technologies in the process of learning how to oper-
ate the facilities. Therefore, the popularization cost of agricul-
tural technology is significantly reduced and the popularization
rate is greatly improved.

1.3 The inadequate play of the desired effects of agricul-
ture From a global perspective, Netherlands is a country with
relatively successful development of integrated agriculture.
Netherlands is famous for its horticulture, livestock and milk in-
dustries, which contribute to the characteristic rural tourism in-
dustry. However, integrated agriculture in China is still in the
exploratory phase, and can not exert its positive role. We
should learn from the successful experiences of other countries
to improve the scale effect of agricultural industrialization base.

2 Analysis of the sustainable development

of rural tourism

In many countries and areas, rural tourism is considered
to be an effective means to prevent agricultural recession and
to increase peasants’ income. lts economic and social effec-
tiveness is widely recognized. A total of 30 states in the United
States have formulated tourism policies for rural areas. Among
them, the overall tourism development planning of 14 states
has mentioned the rural tourism. Rural tourism was once very
popular in China. However, with the rapid development of
tourism industry, the traditional pattern of rural tourism has
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been challenged by the market. The low-level farm tourism is
single in management and lacks the recreational characteris-
tics in tourism system, which has already led to continued de-
cline in the number of tourists. Many agricultural scenic spots,
which were once well known, have appeared the precursor of
recession.

2.1 Main drawbacks of rural tourism in China To sum
up, development trend of rural tourism in China is uneven.
Questions are mainly focused on several aspects. Firstly, the
understanding of rural tourism is shallow with conceptual confu-
sion. Secondly, decisions are made arbitrarily on the manage-
ment and development of rural tourism. Brand effect is poor
and the mining of cultural content is not enough. Thirdly, rural
tourism project commonly lacks planning, and the tendency of
urbanization is obvious. Fourthly, the scope of rural tourism
development is narrow, and the " Three Agricultural Problems"
can not be fundamentally solved. The substance of these de-
fects is the fragmented industrial relations within agricultural
economic system, and the one-sided understanding of the de-
velopment of rural tourism.

2.2 Modern agriculture is a necessary vector of the devel-
opment of rural tourism China has a long history of rural
tourism. The ancient Chinese masterpiece Lushi Chungiu has
recorded the embryonic form of rural tourism in ancient China.
It strongly proved that rural cultural tourism was sourced from
and had direct correlation with farming activity ®’. The modern
sense of the rural tourism is a product of the integration of agri-
culture and tourism. Agriculture is " grafted" upon tourism. The
tertiary industry accelerated the primary industry, and the pri-
mary industry once again brought along the development of ter-
tiary industry. Integration of the two industries has triggered the
multiplier effect in economics. Therefore, the foundation of ru-
ral tourism is in rural areas. And agricultural economy has pro-
vided an indispensable vector for the development of rural
tourism. Since it is well known that traditional agriculture is a
vulnerable industry, we must look for a road with distinctive fea-
tures of modern agriculture to provide possible conditions for
the evolution of rural tourism.

3 Effective integration of rural tourism and

integrated agriculture

3.1 Scale development of rural tourism market promoted
by the advantage of technical resources The advantage of
technical resources of integrated agriculture is not only condu-
cive to the process of agricultural industrialization, but also
helps to exert the scale concentration effect of rural tourism
market. Once the strengths and characteristics of technical re-
sources are reasonably selected in areas with better basic con-
ditions, it is easy to arouse scale effect by using the part to
drive the integer and using the household to drive the whole vil-
lage. In fact, the scientific meeting point of integrated agricul-
ture and rural tourism development can be found out. For ex-
ample, embryonic form for the development of rural tourism in
many areas is formed by the peasants spontaneously, but not
firstly developed by the government. Tourists discover the

unique countryside scenery in leisure tourism. They enjoy the
meals cooked by the peasants, and like to live in their houses,
which are quite attractive to them. And more tourists are
coming through the publicity of former tourists. Thus, farm
tourism expands in the whole village gradually in order to meet
the need of tourists. A certain scale of farm tourism is formed
and becomes a new scenic spot. On this basis, government
should conduct scientific guide, develop a diversified invest-
ment, alter the infrastructure, and increase scientific and tech-
nological input, so that the scale effect of rural tourism market
can be achieved. The " Five Golden Flowers" in Sansheng Vil-
lage of Chengdu is well known throughout China. It was elected
as the 4A scenic tourist spot by the National Tourism Adminis-
tration in the year 2006. The fusion of " environment, humani-
ties, chrysanthemum and flower" is achieved. This scenic spot
has seized the advantage of local technical resources to carry
out scale development. Government only input 1 500 x 10*
yuan/km?® during the construction financing of the scenic spot.
More than half of the fund (0.2 billion) was offered by the folk.
The money was mainly used in technological transformation of
the industrial chain of agricultural products, and its effect was
obvious. It has taken full use of the geographic advantage close
to major cities, and has effectively integrated it with creative
arts, such as painting, photography, sculpture, and music cre-
ation. It has promoted the integration development of agricultur-
al production technology, cultural creation and tourism and leis-
ure tourism industry, and is an apotheosis of the combined de-
velopment of rural tourism and integrated agriculture.

3.2 Improving the brand value of rural scenic spots by
scientific and technological achievements Future rural
scenic spots should closely combine with the modern agricultur-
al industrial park, showing the multiple functions of production
model, farming experience, science education, promotion and
radiation, travel and tourism, literary and artistic creation,
earning foreign exchange through export and so on. The unifi-
cation of the society, ecology and economy benefits should al-
so be achieved. Therefore, input of technology element is of vi-
tal importance. Integrated agriculture can be shown to visitors
in the form of high-tech results from the aspects of the cultiva-
tion of agricultural products, the scale production and marketing
and the brand establishment. It can enhance the brand value of
rural tourism in all aspects. Sungiao Modern Agricultural Park
in Shanghai is also a well-known rural tourist resort. Based on
factory and facility agriculture armed with modern science and
technology, the leading industries of Sungiao Modern Agricul-
tural Park are high-tech bio-engineering, and agricultural prod-
uct processing industry related with facility agriculture, with
trade as the link. And the agricultural industrialization road is
explored by combining the supply and marketing together as
well as the agricultural science and tourism. The practice
standards of integrated agriculture in Shanghai are good in
shape, color and taste. It is an " esthetical agriculture" com-
bing with the practical art. Peanuts, red pepper and other agri-
cultural products are used to make crafts in art image. Thus the
agricultural products are changed into the work of art, and agri-
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cultural planting turns to be the process of artistic creation. Ag-
ricultural product is processed into the work of art or the favorite
tourist souvenir. Therefore, agricultural product carries more e-
motional and cultural connotations, and gains more market
share. Beijing area focuses on geographical characteristics,
and promotes the creative tourism by agricultural science and
technology. Local characteristic products, such as Huairou
chestnut, Mengtougou cherry, Daxing watermelon, Pinggu
peach, Tongzhou flower, Changping apple, and Fangshan
"Mopan" persimmon, are not only the agricultural products
with high value added, but also the subject characteristics vec-
tor of rural tourism after technology transformation.

4 Integration of modern rural tourism and
integrated agriculture —a case of Kunshan
Agricultural Zone of Chengdu City

4.1 Project basis Kunshan Agricultural Zone of Chengdu
City, located at the Shuangliu County in southern Chengdu, is
a famous large-scale modern agricultural industrialization dem-
onstration area in China, involving 21 administrative villages in
Huangshui, Jingiao and Pengzhen towns. The zone has al-
ready cultivate the ten projects of key industries, which are
greenhouse vegetable steel production base, mushroom pro-
duction base, peaches base, aquatic breeding base for ex-
ports, flower base, agricultural tourism park, grape tourism
park, vegetable production base, modern agricultural logistics
center, and agricultural products processing base for exports.
The park promotes the development of modern urban agricul-
ture with interaction of three industries centering around the
construction of the agricultural comprehensive production zone,
demonstration zone of agricultural science and technology, ag-
ricultural processing zone, and agricultural recreation and
tourism area. Industrial park will focus on the development of
modern agriculture taking the large-scale vegetable base as the
core, and the urban recreation and tourism agriculture as the
development direction. Kunshan Agricultural Zone strengthens
the promotion and introduction of high-tech agriculture, follows
the integration of production, supply and marketing, and the
high degree of unity of economic, social and ecological bene-
fits. It is the pilot base of western integrated agriculture.

4.2 Starting point of rural tourism development As the
" airport urban agriculture-hydrophilic ecological garden" , Kun-
shan Agricultural Zone in Chengdu City has a good develop-
ment trend of modern agriculture. However, the scale produc-
tion and marketing of agricultural products are the only source
of benefits, which can not interpret the value connotation of
modern agriculture. Meanwhile, because of the lack of tourism
resources in parks, there is no research or preparation of holis-
tic tourism planning, and interactive effects of three industries is
still in the assumption stage. Through long-term scientific
analysis and filed investigation, relevant experts have comple-
ted the preparation of the Overall Planning of Kunshan Modern
Agri-tourism Park of Chengdu City bases on Kunshan Agricul-
tural Zone of Chengdu City, which focuses on the organic inte-
gration of the agricultural science and technology and the cul-

tural and artistic elements. And the proposal has passed
through the planning examination and approval. This explora-
tion has realized the effective integration of modern rural
tourism and integrated agriculture.

In a word, developing rural tourism in this leading agricul-

tural industrialization park of western region has several advan-
tages. Firstly, the superior geographical location has laid a sol-
id foundation for the future expansion of industry and tourist
market. Secondly, the remarkable achievements of modern ag-
riculture and the high technical content can be used to develop
tourism. Thirdly, the related infrastructure for the development
of tourism is relatively complete. Fourthly, water system can be
used to build hydrophilic tourism project. Fifthly, government
should take the leading role, and tourism industry development
should be paid more attention. After the industry transforma-
tion, we should not only set up the important modern agricultur-
al production and sales center and the agricultural science and
technology R & D demonstration base in Sichuan Area, but al-
so construct the first-class vacation destinations of rural tourism
in Chengdu Area. Thus, a " win-win" and " interactive" mode
of agriculture and tourism can be achieved.
4.3 Construction strategy In general, construction strate-
gy includes five aspects. First is to rely on the resources of
modern agriculture industry, use the great creativity and over-
whelming strategy, input technology and tourism elements, and
realize the sustainable development of tourist district. The sec-
ond aspect is to use the location advantage, attract the tourists
in metropolis and its surrounding areas, and develop urban leis-
ure tourism. The third is to overall improve the industry value
and cultural strength of tourist attractions. We should extend
the agricultural industry chain within scenic spots, enhance
technology content and brand building, improve the value of the
agricultural industry, increase the scenic elements of culture
and art, reflect the combination of modernity and tradition, and
construct the scenic landscape chain by combining the farming
civilization, farming-studying culture and the development result
of modern agriculture together. Embedded explanation of Chi-
nese agricultural culture is used in order to display the results of
the agricultural economy and agricultural technology, and to an-
notate the new meaning of creative urban modern agricultural
tourism. The fourth aspect is to carry out forward-looking de-
sign according to the construction requirement of national A-
class scenic spots, strengthen the construction of tourism infra-
structure and tourist reception facilities, and avoid duplicate
construction and resources waste. Meanwhile, regional project
construction and operation are planed according to the ecologi-
cal standards by adopting the advanced facilities for environ-
mental protection and energy conservation. The fifth aspect is
to carry out dislocation development with the scenic spots of
similar resource endowments nearby, realize the heterogeneity
of tourism products, and achieve the complementarity of tour-
ists market. Agricultural integration and innovation will cover the
entire production, livelihood and ecosystem of the park, and
will radiate residential construction and leisure projects.
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5 Conclusion

The ultimate goal of deep development of rural tourism is
to increase the income of peasants, focusing on the scientific
and technological progress in order to protect the natural eco-
logical environment of the countryside, as well as to maintain
the rurality and local characteristics, and to take the path of
specialization, standardization, large scale and brand orienta-
tion™'. In essence, it is also the characteristic of integrated ag-
riculture. Therefore, deriving cream of the integrated agricul-
ture is very important during this process. The task of post-dis-
aster reconstruction is quite arduous especially for the rural are-
as suffered from the "5. 12 Earthquake" in Sichuan Province.
The organic integration of the two can help to realize the basic
goal of rural tourism industrialization and the sustainable devel-
opment of rural tourism development. Meanwhile, it can pro-
mote the development of local agricultural economy.
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