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A Message from the Publisher

ith the new millenium, NCFC brings forth its fifteenth issue of the

Journal of Cooperatives. This issue contains research contributions with
practical application from academic, government, and business professionals
to help improve cooperative agricultural practice.

In this issue, Jennifer E. Gruber, Richard T. Rogers, and Richard ]. Sexton
explore the common belief that agricultural marketing cooperatives advertise
less than their investor-owned counterparts. They present both a conceptual
and an empirical analysis that questions this conventional wisdom. Bruce J.
Reynolds examines ways cooperatives can achieve better business decisions,
and he looks at the merits of committing to member consensus in decision
making. With data obtained from rural electric directors, John L. Adrian Jr.
and Stephen L. Kiser analyze cooperative directors’ perceptions of their roles,
knowledge, and abilities in implementing cooperative principles. He examines
their self assessments of skills in business decision making, financial analysis,
cooperative law, and dividing responsibility with management.

Joan Fulton, Susan Hine, and Dennis Black look at the challenges
cooperatives face today when serving different customer groups at the same
time. The results of a survey of customers of farm supply cooperatives along
the front-range region of Colorado are analyzed and presented in this paper.
An invited paper by Thomas W. Gray examines how the industrialization of
agriculture extends the dynamics of high modern society to further fragment
more grounded aspects of the larger culture, including family farms and rural
communities. He explores ways cooperatives uniquely mollify some of the
disruptive aspects of high modernity. Finally, Editor John Dunn reviews Jack
Shaffer's new book, the Historical Dictionary of the Cooperative Movement.

For the third year running, John Dunn has served as volunteer editor to
this issue, shepherding the process of bringing to publication this unique and
valuable compilation. We are indebted to him for his commitment to
improving the research base in cooperative agriculture. NCFC is also grateful
to the Journal’s eight editorial board members and to fourteen reviewers who
ensured the high quality of papers accepted for publication. Thanks are also
due to the authors published here who worked hard to examine important
cooperative issues and share their findings with our readers.

Lol o

David Graves
President
National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
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