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SUMMARY REFORT OF THE VARIQOUS FARM MANAGEMENT SERVICES
IN MINNESOTA FOR 1963

Herbert Walch and Truman Nodland

INTRODUCTION

Ten groups of farmers in Minnesota kept farm records in an organized manner
and had their records summarized at the end of 1963. An annual report was pub-
lished for each area. It is the purpose of this publication te bring together
into one report some of the more pertinent data from each of the ten groups of
farmers. A publication of this nature will be of use to farmers, teachers, re-
search workers, and others who desire some information concerning actual farm
operations in various sections of the state. Some of the uses for the informa-
tion in this report are: (1) to show variation in farmers' earnings and some of
the factors affecting earnings between the various areas in the state and (2) to
provide data which can be used in farm planning and budgeting.

Farmers whose records are used in the preparation of the various reports have
demenstrated an interest in the effectiveness of their managerial ability and gen-
erally have more productive and larger operations than the average of the farmers
in their respective areas.

The farm records of six of the ten groups are summarized by area coordinators
in the Area Vocational-Technical schools located throughout the state. The six
area coordinators, who in 1963 handled the farm record summarization in their re-
specitve areas and prepared reports, are: Gordon Ferguson, Winona; Delbert Hodgkins,
Mankato; Robert G. Anderson, Duluth; Ed O'Connell, St. Cloud; Charles Painter, Austin;
and Peter Probasco, Thief River Falls. Farm records from the remaining four groups
were processed in the Department of Agricultural Economics, University of Minnesota.
Ralph Smith, Superintendent at the West Central Experiment Station, and Mike Cullen,
Area Coordinator at Willmar, assisted in the preparation of the report from West
Central Minnesota.

The area designations used in this report and the number of farm records utilized
for the report from each area for 1963 are:
Designation in No. of

Area this report farms

Mankato Area Vocational-Technical School Mankato 66
Southwestern Minnesota Farm Management Association S.W. Assoc, 143
dustin Area Vocational-Technical School Austin 140
Southeastern Minnesota Farm Management Association 5,E, Assoc, 154
Winona Area Vocational-Techniecal School Winona 52
St. Cloud Area Vocational-Technieal Schoocl St. Cloud 100
West Central Minnesota Farm Management Service West Central 45
Central Minnesota Farm Management Service for T.V.A. T.V.A. 16
Thief River Falls Area Vecational-Technical School Thief River Falls 137
Duluth Area Vocational-Technical School Duluth b4
Total number of farm records g17

The number of records by counties is shown in figure 1.
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CAPITAL INVESTMENT AND EARNINGS

Average receipts, expenses and earnings are shown in tables 1 and 2. These
statements have been computed on a "full owner"™ basis. In cases of rented farms,
receipts and expenses of landlords are included in order to make all farms com-
parable. The earnings statements reflect, in part, differences between areas in
type of farming followed.

The average value of capital used per farm for each of the ten areas is shown
in table 3. In general, these inventory values are conservative. Estimated values
of rented real estate are included in order to show the total capital resources used.

Family living secured from the farm and household and personal expenses are
shown in tables 4 and 5. Value of family living secured from the farm is credited
to the farm business (table 1).

Some of the factors affecting earnings are shown in table 6. The information
reflects some of the differences between areas in size of business, organization,
and efficiency in the use of labor, power, machinery, equipment, and buildings.

LAND USE AND CROP YIELDS

The average total acres per farm and the manner in which these acres are
utilized in each area is shown in table 7. The figures for the small grains and
grasses are higher in the northern areas, while the figures for cultivated crops
are higher in the southern areas. These differences in type of crop grown are
largely due to climatic conditions, such as length of growing season and average
temperature,

Crov yields per acre are presented in table 8 and show the average yields for
each crop by areas.

LIVESTOCK ENTERPRISES

Tables 9-18 presant the average figures for feed costs and returns from the
various livestock enterprises by area. They are presented on a "per head"™ or "per
cwt." basis, as indicated, and show feed cost, value produced, returns over feed
cost, and returns for $100 feed. Table 12 contains the figures from farmers who
farrow and raise over 50 percent of the hogs they sell. Table 13 econtains the
figures from those farmers who purchase more than 50 percent of the hogs they sell.
Data from these farmers who farrow and sell all or most of their hogs as feeder
plgs are presented in table 14.
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