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The Journal of Agricultural Cooperation is a refereed journal published by the National Council of
Farmer Cooperatives. Its purpose is to encourage research on issues of importance to U.S. farmer
cooperatives and provide a forum for the review and exchange of research results among individuals
in universities, cooperatives, and government.

The Journal invites manuscripts of practical interest to U.S. farmer cooperatives. Submissions
should report results of applied or basic research on economic, legal, or sociological aspects of
farmer cooperation. Reviews will be conducted anonymously by members of the respective profes-
sions. Articles will be selected on the basis of interest to cooperatives and researchers, originality,
and effectiveness of presentation.

Please follow “Guidelines for Submitting Manuscripts.” Manuscripts will be accepted at any time.
Deadline for submitting manuscripts for the next issue is October 15, 1993, but early submission
is encouraged to ensure consideration for the issue. Articles published will be subject to a page
charge of $40 per printed page. Authors without financial support from an employer may petition
for an exemption.

The five articles in this issue were selected from ten manuscripts reviewed for publication.

The Editorial Board wishes to offer their sincere thanks to the following individuals who reviewed
manuscripts considered for this issue.

Jay Akridge David Hahn
Bruce Anderson Arne Hallam
Peter Barry Cathy Hamlett
Ralph Christy Wallace Huffman
David Cobia Ronald Knutson
Joseph Coffey Mahlon Lang
John Doll Charles Moore
Thomas Gray Ralph Morris
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David Reinders
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A Message from the Publisher

The National Council of Farmer Cooperatives continues to strengthen its
efforts to promote agricultural and cooperative research, and publishing
the Journal of Agricultural Cooperation is a key activity in this effort.

Clearly, the Journal, in its seven years of publication, has made a signifi-
cant contribution in encouraging research on cooperative topics and in
exchanging research results among individuals in universities, coopera-
tives, and government.

This eighth volume contains five articles on a wide variety of cooperative
topics, an invited paper by Randy Torgerson on the mission of the Agricul-
tural Cooperative Service, and a classic reprint by Aaron Sapiro on his
California plan of cooperative marketing. Two reaction papers follow both
the invited paper and the classic reprint.

In this 1993 volume, Jim Rhodes, from the University of Missouri, has
continued his outstanding work as Journal editor—a job that requires
dedication, a wellspring of expertise in both research and publishing, and
many hours of work. Those of us at NCFC greatly appreciate his contribu-
tion.

I also want to thank the nine members of the Journal’s editorial board,
the authors who contributed articles to this issue, and the twenty-four
cooperative researchers who reviewed all submitted manuscripts. I look
forward to further contributions from these and other cooperative research-
ers and educators as NCFC continues to work with the academic commu-
nity in the publication of this journal.

Wayne A. Boutwell

/
[ Ulyoe.
President
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