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Preface

Indian agriculture is undergoing a rapid transformation with rising per capita income and urbanization,

increasing population and changing consumers’ tastes and preferences. Global market environment and

integration with global economy are  offering several opportunities and posing challenges to agricultural

growth and market development. In this context, the behaviour of supply side constraints in Indian agriculture

needs a critical appraisal. Development of viable strategies and approaches for ensuing adequate and

efficient supply of inputs and services for accelerated agricultural growth are going to be quite challenging.

Keeping the above scenario in view, the Agricultural Economics Research Association (India) (AERA)

has chosen the theme, “Changing Market Environments and Supply Side Constraints in Indian Agriculture”

for its XVIth Annual Conference being organized jointly by Amity School of Rural and Agriculture

Management (ASRAM), Lucknow and Agricultural Economics Research Association (India), New Delhi

during 21-23 November, 2008. The sub-themes identified for discussion during the Conference are:

(i) Changing marketing scenario covering the topics innovations in agricultural marketing, trends in agricultural

retailing, commodity markets and futures markets, success of various formats, public-private partnership,

policy support and requirements and their implications for mitigating supply side constraints; and trends in

profitability of agriculture, farmers’ incomes, and terms of trade; (ii) Agricultural inputs and services covering

issues like availability, role in productivity enhancement, gaps in input supply and demand, required innovations

for better technology adoption, extension education; future demand for support services based on the

emerging trends and strategies for meeting the gap; (iii) Investment and subsidies covering areas of public

and private investments, subsidies on inputs supply and services, changing profile of investment portfolio;

(iv) Institutional mechanism for delivery of inputs and services covering topics like contract farming, linkages

between markets and farmers, risk sharing, etc.; and (v) Technology status dealing topics like new emerging

technologies, their adoption and impact on income, employment and food security.

There has been an overwhelming response from the researchers for the Conference and the Association

appreciates and acknowledges the interest shown by the researchers in the Conferences. Proceedings of

Conference include 14 full-length papers and 68 papers in the form of abstracts. The publishing of only

abstract, however, is in no way, a reflection on the quality of the research paper.

The Association is grateful to the authorities of Amity School of Rural and Agriculture Management,

Lucknow, for consenting to host the XVIth AERA Conference and providing all the logistic support.

The Association is thankful to Dr. R.T. Doshi Foundation, Mumbai, for the encouragement being given

by it to the researchers in the area of agricultural economics by awarding prizes for two best presentations

during the AERA Conference and two best research articles published in Agricultural Economics Research

Review in the previous year.



The financial help received from National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD),

Mumbai, for publishing research papers in the Conference Issue of Agricultural Economics Research

Review is gratefully acknowledged. The Association highly appreciates the continuous support from

NABARD for undertaking this professional agriculture-related activity.

Thanks are also due to Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi, for providing continuous

financial support to Agricultural Economics Research Association (India) towards publication of regular

issues of Agricultural Economics Research Review.

The Office Bearers of AERA and Members of the Editorial Board of Agricultural Economics Research

Review have contributed in several ways. I take this opportunity to thank all of them for the help and

cooperation extended by them. I am particularly grateful to Dr S.S. Acharya, President, AERA and former

Director, Indian Institute of Development Studies, Jaipur, for providing guidance and consenting to deliver

Presidential Address at XVI AERA Conference. I also gratefully acknowledge the untiring efforts of Dr

Mruthyunjaya, National Director, NAIP; Dr Praduman Kumar, former Professor of Agricultural Economics

(IARI) and Managing Editor, AERA; and Dr V.C. Mathur, Head, Division of Agricultural Economics

(IARI), New Delhi, for their contributions to the development of Agricultural Economics Research

Review. I am thankful to Dr B.S. Aggarwal for his efforts in language editing and overall presentation of

articles and to Mr. Vijay Kumar for his help to bring the Proceedings in time.

Cooperation was also sought from the learned scientists in evaluating the papers received for presentation

at this Conference. I am grateful to all the reviewers for the support extended by them.

I also thank all the authors who have contributed their excellent pieces of research work for presentation

at this Conference. Thanks are also due their organizations for deputing them to the XVIth AERA

Conference.
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Secretary
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