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Background Methods Results

. Wildfires in the western U.S. are increasing in size and * We estimate how wildfire events in upstream watersheds
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* Population density in CWS service area

Expsoed to Wildfire Within Last 5 Years

Number of source water intakes

0
Estimate

* Precipitation (mean annual precipitation watershed area
upstream of CWS | in water year t)

Black water on the Poudre River near the City of Fort Collins
raw water intake on June 28, 2021.
Source: Jared Heath, Watershed Specialist, City of Fort Collins

n; and t; are CWS and year fixed effects, respectively
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Conclusion

* Preliminary results suggest that wildfires do not have a significant impact on residential water rates
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* This may be due to CWSs receiving external funding for post-wildfire mitigation projects from state and federal grants
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Data

American Water Works Association (AWWA) / Raftelis Water
and Wastewater Rate Survey for 12 years from 2000 to 2022
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« Wildfire burn perimeters and intensities from the
Monitoring Trends in Burn Severity Program
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