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This publication is intended to be useful to all who 
are actively concerned with the welfare of farm families 

The trends and present conditions in the in America. 
levels and standards of living of farm families are 
presented as completely as available data permit. The 

materials are of value to extension workers and other 
adult educators, agency representatives, agricultural 
economists, rural sociologists, home economists, and 
those farm people and rural leaders who are concerned 
with the welfare that farm people derive from agricul- 
ture. For the technical reader this report should pro- 
vide points of departure for a more intensive analysis 
of the factors affecting the living conditions of farm 
families. 
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aay convenience, and enjoyment of (adie either aoe in 
the fanily, or in larger groups. But patterns of living differ tre- 

endously from society to society; we are concerned primarily with those 
f our own society. What, then, is included in the level of living in eat 

the United States? Bry Me 

4 irst of. alt, it includes such items as food, shelter, clothing, and a 
nedical care — matters eel have genuine survival value, and are the i 

ee it fjaaaneek the use of Acts conveniences as household furnishings, 
abor—séving devices and equipment; the services of professional people 
ther than doctors; the agencies of personal care; isolation—reducing. 

ay ents such 4s reading matter, the radio, the telephone, the automobile, eu 

as pra gees eval the railroad, the bus, and other eh) 

are b 
Thine, it includes such facilities as schools, hospitals, churches, \ 
recreation centers, which meet the needs of roups larger than he! Rijn’ 

Aang business establishments serving a veriety of specialized se 

and Uy cree activities, after the expenditures of 
fh phyeicel and mental effort és are required to supply the desired are 

ek it comprises the basic values, freedoms, or beliefs by which people 
ive and for which, if need be, they are willing LO abe. For MS; “as 

AE 5 these values are spelled out in such historic do cvments as 

it ineludes the degree of assurance that these goods, services, . 
ave will continue to be enjoyed in spite of illnes:, adversity, ge 



a in this country. 

ESTABLISHED TIME SERLIS 

It is common knowledge that ron teont: technical improvements have been — 
teking place on our farms during the last quarter century. No one wid 

deny that. the changes that have taken place in such items és electricity, 
running water, telephones, automobiles, and radios have greatly affected 
the welfare of farm people. Much of the drudgery and loneliness of many” 
thousands of farm families have been modified since 1920 through the 

enjoyment of these widely diffused conveniences. 

figure which appecrs on the cover. In the sents ena tables Bia ca. 

individual items, regional comparisons have been limited to the three va 
major Census regions ~~ the North, the South, and the ‘est. 3/ AS eae 

In the regional comparisons the North is generally in the position of 
having the highest proportion of farm operators with preferred 3 oe 
although the West leads in several items. The South is lowest in the 
regional comparisons. When the regions are compared with regards to : 

changes between 1940 and 1945 the West most often shows the fastest rate be 

of increase. i 

“Available information does not permit drawing definite conclusions 
about the causes of the changes that have occurred regarding specifie .. 
items. It should be pointed out, as a generel caution to the reeder, the 
the data dealt with throughout this report are proportions of farms, 

farm operators, or their families, rather than absolute numbers. wiles Oy 

Selective type of increase or decrease of farms, therefore, may be pertly 
responsible for the observed pe srcentege changes with regard to various 
items. For example, if the wartime migretion of farm families to industr. a. 
centers included spew ats ena oe large numbers af families moving from = 
houses designated as poor there would be a percentage increase of good Ree: 
houses even though no new chacimi oti had taken place. Recognition:cf 
this possibility may help ‘2 reader to evel shee unwarranted inferences | 
from these data. <i 

See Figure 15, Appendix, p. 26s 
/ 
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PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING DWELLING LIGHTED 
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Figure 2 

Electricity 

The steeply climbing curve of farm operators' dwellings lighted by 
electricity shows how valuable this item is to farm people. (Fig. 2) Its 
importance in their standard of living should not be underestimated. Elec- 
tricity means more than home lighting. It is a basis for the multitude of 
appliances that make housework easier and more efficient. Refrigerators, 
washing machines, self-heating irons, modern radios, and many other items 
are directly related to the presence of electricity in farm homes. 

The proportion of farm homes lighted by electricity has increased in 
each decade since 1920. There are now nearly 7 times as many farm homes with 
electricity as there were in 1920. Even under wartime conditions electrifica- 
tion was extended to some farm homes. The need for labor saving machinery to 
meet the demand for increased production of food and fiber was partly respon- 
sible for the gains made in electrification since 1940. 

Although there are marked variations in the proportion of farm homes 
lighted by electricity region by region, every section of the country has 
made progress in this direction. Nearly a third of the farm homes in the 
South have electricity today, or 8 times as many as in 1930. In the North 
61 percent of the farms report electricity, which is a threefold increase 
over 1930. The pal et S et of western farm homes with electricity has doubled 
Since 1930, so that nearly three-fourths of them now have electricity. 
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PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING RUNNING WATER 

IN FARM DWELLING, UNITED STATES, 1920-45 
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Figure 3 

Ranning Water 

- Less than a third of the farm families in the United States have water 
piped into the house. Unlike electricity, which is usually a community de- 
velopment, running water almost always entails considerable individual expense. 
Wells must usually be dug and pressure must be established before water can 
be piped into a farm dwelling. Availability of electricity makes possible 
the installation of electric pumps, so it is not surprising to find that in 
1945 only 6 percent of the farms not reporting electricity had runing water. 
Bath tubs, showers, and flush toilets may add to the convenience and health 
of the farm families who have water piped into the house. 

There was a considerable increase in the possession of dwelling units 
with running water from 1920 to 1945, and particularly since 1940, in all 
parts of the country. The rate of increase has not been so marked as in 
the case of electricity. Nearly two-thirds of the farm homes in the West 
have running water but less than one dwelling out of five has this convenience 
in the South. It should be noted that the proportion of farms in the South 
reporting running water more than doubled between 1940 and 1945. 
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PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING 
TELEPHONES, UNITED STATES, 1920-45 

PERCENT 

; ema (Jnited States 

ees North 

80 ee ex=e South —— 

eooee West 

60 

AO 

20 

1920 1930 1940 1950 

SOURCE: SEE TABLE 15 IN APPENDIX 

8. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 46486 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

Figure 4 

Telephones 

About a third of the farms in the United States reported a telephone 
in 1945. For many farm families, the possession of a telephone is considered 
a luxury. Families who can afford a telephone are usually able to have many 
other conveniences. Density of population is related to telephone service 

* as many farm families living in sparsely settled areas are unlikely to have 
telephones. 

Actually a larger proportion of farms reported telephones in 1920 than 
in 1945. A substantial decline in rural-telephone subscribers is found 
between 1920 and 1930 and a gain between 1930 and 1940. No other item in 
the level of living analyzed in this report shows a trend like this. Depressed 
agricultural incomes during the period may have forced farm families to curtail 
expenses. An upward movement in the curve took place between 1940 and 1945 

but the gain was lower than the gain for electricity, running water, and other 
items. 

More than half the farms in the North reported telephones in 1945. Only 
an eighth of the farms in the South had telephones thet year. About 4 out 
of every 10 farms in the West reported telephones. 



PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING 
AUTOMOBILES, UNITED STATES, 1920-45 
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Figure 5 

Automobiles 

The convenience and the economic advantages of an automobile are 
appreciated by all of our farmers and their families. In 1945 nearly 2 
out of every 3 farms reported the possession of a ear. Distance between 
farm and city has been virtually reduced as more farm families acquire 
automobiles and as more good roads are built. 

The proportion of farmers with automobiles increased between 1940 and 
1945. Wespite a nation wide shortage of cars and gasoline and parts during 
the war farmers generally were able to keep their cars in operation or re~ 
place them. In some instances members of the families who were working in 
defense plants needed transportation. The largest increase in automobiles 
in rural areas occurred between 1920 and 1930. lInring the thirties no gain 
was recorded in the proportion of farmers who had then. 

In the North and the West about 4 out of every 5 farmers had an automobile 
in 1945. In the South only half as many farms reported a car, but between — 
1920 and 1945 the proportion of Souther farms with automobiles had increased 
threefold. During the same period the proportion of farms with automobiles 
in the North and West did not quite double. 



PERCENTAGE OF FARMS LOCATED ON ALL-WEATHER ROADS, 
UNITED STATES, 1925-45 
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Figure 6 

Farms Located on All-Weather Roads 

Nearly two-thirds of the farms were located on hard-surfaced roads by 
1945. The increase in the use of cars, motor trucks, school buses and other 
automotive vehicles has made improved roads a necessity. Thus between 1925 
and 1940 the proportion of farms on all-weather roads doubled. Added to that 
a 30-percent increase was recorded for the period 1940-45. ‘ 

Slight variations are found between regions relative to this iten. 
About two-thirds of farms in the North and West were on hard-surfaced roads 
in 1945 while less than two-thirds of the farms in the South were located on 
all-weather roads, but between 1940 and 1945 the proportion of farms in the 
South that were on hard-surfaced roads had increased 70 percent. 
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PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING 
RADIOS, UNITED STATES, 1930-45 
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Figure 7 

Radios 

Roughly 3 farm families out of every 4 have a radio in their homes. 
Ownership of radios practically tripled between 1930 and 1940 and increased another 21 percent between 1940 and 1945. This unparalleled spread of a 
fe nae cae eat the great importance attached to radios by farm families. radio 18 relatively inexpensive, and battery sets are available f that do not have electricity. is Oe eee 

Possession of a radio does not give any indication of the extent of its use, of course. In the Quarterly Survey of Agriculture, April 1945, it was said that one-sixth of the farm homes reporting a radio had a set that was not in working order. Shortage of batteries, tubes, and other parts made it difficult for rural people to keep their sets in repair during the war. 

Only 6 farms out of 10 in the South had a radio and more than a third of the sets were not in working order. In the West 84 percent of the farm homes had a radio and the proportion of farms in the North with a set was 
even higher. 
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Persons per Room 

The proportion of farm families living under crowded conditions declined 

Sharply between 1940 and 1945.(table 2). In 75 percent of the farm 
dwellings in 1945 there was at least one room for every person; in 1940 
only 70 percent of the farm families were as well situated. There were 
two principal ceuses for this gain in living conditions. The departure 

of family members to the armed forces or to war-industry centers reduced 
the number of farm people living at home and there was a net reduction 
in the number of farm dwellings by nearly 800,000 units. Most of this 
reduction occurred in l~, 2-, and 3-room houses. 

The degree of crowding is’ related to the incomes of farm people but it 
is also affected by rural customs, date of settlement, and the average 
size of farm families. 

Table 2.— Percentage distribution of rural farm occupied dwelling 
units by persons per room. United States 1940 and 1945. 

ee ee ee ee 

Per en ies mer <rbon Proportion of occupied dwelling units 
ry? = 

20 88@ 80 Ratsyas 1945 

O.50 or less 30 35 
G51. to 1 .CG0 40 40 

Ole to). 50 14 14 

1.51 or more 16 . LL 

source: Bureau of the Census. Census of Housing: 1940, Vol. II, Part l. 
pp. 38-39. Bureau of the Census, Characteristics of occupied 
Gwelling Units for the United States Housing Special Reports 
Series H-46, No. 1, May 16, 1946. p. 12. 

Refrigerators 

The proportion of farm families reporting ownership of mechanical 

refrigerators more then doubled between 1940 and 1945 and the proportion 

of families with ice boxes increased. Increases during this period may 

have been influenced by larger incomes, wider availability of electricity, 
and the wartime need for a more careful conservation of food, 

Table 3.— Percentage distribution of farm dwellings with 

mechanicel and ice refrigerators. United States 

1940 and 1945 

iN : : Proportion of farm dwellings 
Type of Refrigeration Fe ame eae F 1945 

Mechanical LS 30 
Ice 1& 28 

source: Census of Housing, 1940 Yol. Tl, Part l.. p. 36-37, all occupied 
rural farm dvelling units, both operators and nonoperators, re- 

porting refrigeration equipment. Characteristics of occupied 
Iwelling Units for the United States, Housing-Special Revorts, 
Seraesih-“15,.No.'2, "July 21,. 1945. 
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PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING DAILY 
OR WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, UNITED STATES, 1945 
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Figure 8 

New ers 

. Either a daily or weekly newspaper goes into 7 out of every 10 farm 
family homes. It is significant that only 2 out of every 10 operators had 

_ weekly papers while nearly 6 out of every 10 reported taking a daily news- 
paper. This is an indication of the extent and frequency with which urban 
influences are now reaching farm homes. 

There are some regional variations in the proportions of farm families 
who subscribe to newspapers. Slightly more than one-half of the farms in 
the South report a newspaper while 90 and 79 percent of the farms in the North 

and West receive paper. 



PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING RECEIPT OF 

MAGAZINES BY NUMBER RECEIVED, UNITED STATES, 1945 
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Figure 9 

Magazines 

Nearly three-fourths of the farm families receive one or more magazines. 
A fourth regularly take four or more magazines. Information is not available 
concerning the various types of periodicals received by farm operators or 
the number of magazines actually read. 

There is a wide variation between regions. A higher proportion of 
farmers in the North than in the South or West receive magazines. Nearly 
half the Southern operators reported no magazines; a fourth of the western 
farmers and only a tenth of the farmers in the North received no periodicals. 
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PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING SEWING MACHINE 
IN THE FARM HOME, UNITED STATES, 1945 
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PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING POWER-DRIVEN 
WASHING MACHINE IN THE FARM HOME, UNITED STATES, 1945 
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PERCENTAGE OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING SELF-HEATING IRON 
IN THE FARM HOME, UNITED STATES, 1945 
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About 4 out of 5 farm operators® homes have sewing machines. pee “ 

variations are small. Of the several items considered in this report) aaa 
the sewing machine ae es comes closest to being considered 3 necess? i 
by farm families. Sewing machines are available in foot-treadle models 
not requiring electric power and some of these, when bought in a used 
condition, have ranged downward in price to very modest amounts. The 
necessary minimum of clothing can be most cheaply provided for the farm 
family by using a sewing machine to make new garments or to removate old 

clothing. 

Approximately one-half of the farm operators in the United States reported — 
@ power-driven washing machine in 1945. In the West and the North 4 out. 
of every 5 farm fémilies had a washing machine while in the South less 
than 2 fourth of farm homes were so equipped. Southern farmers, at least 
in the past, have used domestic labor to ease the burden of fa mily launder-_ 

ing. 

Slightly more than half of the farm homes had self-heating irons in 1945. 
£s in the case of washing méchines, the meaningfulness of this nation-wide 
figure is limited by pronounced regional variations. In the West more 

than four-fifths of the operators reported an iron compéred with more 
than two-thirds in the North, and less than one-third in the South. The 
extension of electricity to more farm homes is expected to increase the 

possession of self—heating irons among farm families. 

os Ae ae 

Medical Gere 

The health of farm people is one of the most important items in their he 

level of living. The October 1945 Guarterly Survey of Agriculture includeds 
a series of questions on the kind of medic#l care received by the members 

of farm families during the last 3 years. The information obtained was 
directed toward the type of health care received rather than the frequency 
of the occasions requiring medical attention. am 

In the sample one out of every 4 farm families had at least one occasion 
calling for health care during the 12 months immediately preceding October _ 
1945. (Table 4.) The proportion is slightly higher in the North and " 

Table 4.— Distribution of farm operator families by those reporting — 
one or more occasions requiring health care during 
preceding 12 months, October, 1945, United States, by 
region. 

Needs for Health Care :United States: North ; South =) West: 

SEDO LUST tes si Now Ue Nov: Seo eee a 
Total 2,530 “100 1,028 100:, 192 100 9100 naas 
One or more occasions re- 
quiring health care re- 
ported 1/ 627 (25. 1286 28ie3l On 2) eee 

No occasion requiring are 
health care reported 56907, 775 740 72 1992 75 157m 

Not ascertained 13. — 2 — 10 2 one 
1/ Occasions requiring health care: Serious illness that kept the person 
from his regular work for a week or more, childbirth, non-e ecidental 
serious accidentel inju "serious" or de e eRe ese jury, ("se fined by re spondent ). oe 

Source: @uarterly Survey of Agriculture, October 1945. 
ie 
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and accidents | ain which medicel cere was pate: 

probably are conservetive statements of need. a E 
who had an occa asion requiring hcalth care ose Hied a Zopioua Ee Sooo, 
(16 percent). Childbirths and accidents and non-accidental eee 
for the remainder (table 5). . 

Table §.— Distribution of farm-operator fomilies reporting y 
specified types of occasions requiring hee 1th care- 
during preceding 12 months. United States, Octob r 

SS Ata Sh age 

Occasion requiring health care 1/ 
« 
o “Humber 

Serious illness 402. 
5 Childbirth £57 

F _ Serious accidental injury : AZE 
; Non-accidental death 38 

We Only last occasion Peported. et ear 

Source: Quarterly Survey of Agriculture, October ate 

The kind of care actually received by femilies reporting one or more. . 
occasions demanding health care is shown in figure 13. In 9 cases out 

of 10 a ee of we ee was used. There was Little Ree varia ion 

occasion receiving the hi chest peo cORE LE of hospiteliz zation ee 
more than 50 percent) is childbirth, which was also the-occasion with the 
highest proportion of cases Tecer yas care from 4 practitioner other tt 
&@ medical doctor. : is 

Accidents S 

aw aeee or oo 3 Wimsel or He a member of his fod ay, aes the | 
preceding 3 years. Nearly 5 percent of them reported an accident. 
than a third of these came as the result of a fall, more than a fifth | 
rake vehicle, and almost an eighth occurre while hendl ing livestock 
(table 6). ales fie i Ae 

Fractures were the injuries most frequently reported, followed by dislo ca 
tions and cuts or lacerations (table 7).° A larger proportion of the © 

injuries involved the leg, foot, or toes than-any other vart of. the a 
body (table 8). . 

< 

to peas people take place. pm ng to eel ps obtained in the 
Survey of Agriculture age is closely related to the sce ee ee 

occur. The proportion of accidents on the ferm almost coubles wit . 

increesing age of the injured person (table 9). Persons between 20 a 

49 have a higher proportion of accidents occurring on roads and 
proporti on of home accidents than any other oe Semester 



na ey “resident. 
wg preceding 3 years, Koy: specified 

ed: canstences of accident. United States, October 

Operators aa accident : 
neans of injury ; pli ; I : | Number _kercent 

1299.) 100 

81 35 
“ 52 ‘i23 

PUL ies 2 
16 ¢ 
9 | ck Phe 
7 We 
2 1 : 

34 15 

ay Test accident rer reported 
Quarterly Survey of Agriculture, October 1945. 

ties 7 - Distribution of farm-operator fémilics reporting a 
serious accident or injury 1/ HE to resident 
family member during daly te 3 years,\ October 1945 

by peo type of injury United States, October, 

1945. : 

: Operators reporting accident 

Number : Percent es 

200) 7 100 3 

89 38 j 
50 22 i 

13° 19 i 
P 19 g / i 

= 4 
14 3 
6 3 : 
é 3 

» 

October 1945... aie | 



ee ge ore ibaa » pare oan 
Pe isis thea . ss ¢... Number 

etal 

Leg, foot, toe 

PATE § 34 15 
Trunk Canine shoulder) 30 ey 1G se; 
Hend or fingers, wrist, thumbs ~ 22 9 
Head, neck, fece (except eye) AUER is fee 
Skull and spine 8 Re ee Pris 
Bye 5 ag 
Multiple or general LS ae 
Not ascertained 27 ale 

1/ was Tae necident) eae 
Source: Quarterly a ai oly igriculture, October 1945. 

Table 9.— Percentage distribution of accidents v/, occurring to 
family member curing preceding 3 yeers reported by . 
ferm operator families by place of occurence and age 

. of injured pee son. United Sta it Catats ace 

A e Uroup in precee 

Plece Where Accident Occurred: 50 and — : 
sy 3 : over w < ASS 

Patel ny LOO ied. 100 

On the farm 64 49. 
‘On 2 road. 15 23 
In the home 9 ey 
Other places NOM ; 16 
Not ascertained. 5 Bin 

z Only last accident reported. 
Source: Quarterly Survey of shoe eheam taf October 1945. 

in this middle 2ge group were absent from the farms during the survey 
It is possible that under peace time condisions, after young people | 
returned to the farms 2nd some older people have retired from farming 
Saat of accidents would be quite different. edits Mae 

> 

Most of the serious accidents or injuries rosulted in an apprecial 

loss of time (table 10). Only 4 percent of the injured persons 
able to return to work in less then a week & efter ne eecident a 



y specified number Bue Gat Aish “Peon rear won 
_by injured fomily member. United States, October 1945. 

nbe: of weeks unable to do ro) San erate aa aN “aeeudent 

eo 8 68e 

der 1 (0-6 days) 9 4 
2 (7-13 days) 23 10 

(14-20 days) 24 11 
(21-27 days) 26 tags 
(28-55 days) 43 18 
2 (56-83 days) } 32 14 
or more (84 days or more) 35 15 
Sista aed | 13 6 

Aly last accident reported. 

ce: Quarterly eee popes 1945. 

OE AS i tendcick 

eC atid pation of heads of ferm-operator households and housewives 
1 organized local community activities is one phase of their level of 

ing. Approximately a fifth of the heads of households and the house— 
‘es reported no participetion in local organizations during the 12 
‘ths preceding October 1945 (fig. 14). It must be recognized that 
ortunities for such participetion very from region to region and 

munity to community, but rare is the community thst provides no oappor— 
ties whatever throughout an entire year. On the basis of this figure 

appears thet a significant number of our ferm people are living a 

jously restricted life so far es taking part in community organizations 
concerned. 

*t on in Foire cue notiwities po STATS salts depos the importance of the 

hes to farm people. The nee most frequently reported type of 
vity perticipzted in includes school functions such as athletic events, 

OTIS eure ss alae 

ne country as 2 whole almost a fourth of the heads of households 
d housewives reported attendance «t some kind of organized local activity 
the average of once a week or oftener (table il). ‘The frequency of 
Bash wis highest in the North and lowest in the West. It should 

remembered that frequency of attendance is only one measure of the 
ites of ee } | sects 

a religious ae (table 12) This was 
_ However, nearly an eighth of the heeds 
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Heads of hous RaUeeRy Lae 

: United: Sinn ee 
: States : North.: South : Zest 

qucney of total oti 
ied Ree tor preceding: 

es 
@ 

e 
° 

100 100 100") 100 

18 Panes me PA ‘aa Bienes, 

1é ath 16 14 ay ae 
25) 21 29 ag; Vier at, 

22°) 27 19 15 Sah 
Me 4 : ; 3 A : 2 a J ‘ a ae 

i ) 18 ie EF VE ies ) 

RT Aka 6 Sa ee 

2, Sotober 10le, 

Table. Leb. ~ Opin oeite ee) distribution of haaewi ves) ines 530 ate 
ne operators! households reporting specified frequencies apy 

of participation during preceding year in all types 
of organized local community activities, by region, 
United States, Oct tober 1945. 

: Housevives 

$ United: Geogranhic Rericn 

Ova tes.e |! - North : South : West. 

TOGL MI NTOOU LOOT ay 

12 13 1g i 
12 15 14 " 
23 28 16 ¥ 
27 ibe Ove fH 



Read SN ie oh preceding: 12 months in specified numbers and 

‘ 9 A s) = : 4 

Number of types of activities-- ? - — 
. ale jEeKe ee gas cotanreea" : , Regions ts 

| Tame te tie bela _ :States_: North : South : We 

Total rf. 100 100 

One: Religious ; 29 20 
One: Any other type 5 b 
Two: Religious and any other ype 17 19 
Two: Any other types 3 5 
Three: Religious and any other types eae 12 
Three: Any other types i oat 
Four-eight: including religious 1/ ig Mt Die 16 
Four-eight: not including religious 1/ 1 = 
None © | 18 1g 

Source: Quarterly Survey of Agriculture, October 1945. 

Total 100 100 

One: Religious 30 | 23 

One: Any other type. | anes nae) s 
Two: Religious and any other type 19 er) 
Two: Any other types . 2 cane 
Three: Religious and any other types Bb Oe 
Three: Any other types ) ere ni 
Four-eight: including religious 1/ 8 12 
Four-eight: not including religious 1/ atl se 
None Gey anata: Pane 20 
Not ascertained: ae oars 

; Source: Suarterly Survey of Agriculture, October 51005, ae 

“ble heen Perpontave distribution of heeds > 2.530 

“a. Operators! families reporting mairticipet on d 

ay . era of organized local community activities, Unit 

* See aii States, by region, October 1945. Be” 

: licads oF houses 

Not ascertained = 2 

if If all eight types of activities were participated in, religious: 
activities would necessarily be included. 

ope 2b. — Percentage distribution of housewives of 2,530 
operators’ families reporting participstion - -during 

preceding 12 months in ieee numbers ee 
of organized local community activities, United 
States, by region, October 1945. 

Housewives 

Region 
Number of types of activities-—. 

States : North : South : We 
religious and other 

1/ if all eight types of activities were participated in, reli one eS: 
activities would necessarily be included. x 
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iar 5 baal ° so ae? a 

= pic ett: GAPS THA" { NEED TO BE FILLED 

Pe eee ire thany sacar that we still need to know in order to have a total 

Sor l-rounded picture of the level and standard of faving “otra dy 
ha families in our country. Certainly it will be necessary to include some 

periodic. ‘sample measures of such necessities es food and clothing. Likewise 
ther: eed for more accurate data on health conditions makes it desirable 
to explore the current status of the farm population with regard to various 
_ physical impairments, chronic ill health, amount of need for mediccl care 
and the degree to which it is being ey oS Closely related to this 
kind of inquiry would be a periodic enumeration of farm accidents and 

injuries, together with data on their causes. 

Certain kinds of housing information are needed to supplement what is 
_ currently available — for example, on sanitery facilities, state of 
“he use repair, storage fecilities, kind and adequacy of eae ehold furnish- 
ings, heati ing equipment, end on fire hazards end cea eae Seg 

ent schooling of ou fa mily ensures ‘but on ieee educe tional 

ay facilities, such es kinds of periodicels received, public and private 

. study groups, end access to informational radio programs. Measures are 
- needed of the time family members have for recreational ¢ PGR and 
pot” the availability of recreaticnal opportunities. Finally, it would be 
desirable to examine into the degree of security with which raraaes can 
Pook forward to maintenence of their existing levels of living, together 
ae their opportunities for advancement. 

This report, which marks the beginning of a Time Series, shows how few 
are the level—of-living items on which continuous periodic data are now 
available. To be able to tell, with any degree of completeness, whether 

_ the levels and stendards of heine of rural families are improving or 

deteriorating it will be necessary to obtain continuing periodic data 

Pon the whole range of these items so that trends can be learned and 
charted, 

AL-ye 
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APPENDIX 

The Sample. in the Quarterly Survey -1/~ 

The sample upon which the results in the Quarterly Survey of (Agricul- 
ture, presented in this report,~-are based is comprised of 2,504. schedules 
from resident farm operators ailgae in 101 counties selected to, 

represént 411 farms in the United States. -(See-fig.:1) As a detailed 
statement on how the counties were selected can be obtained upon re- 

quest, only an outline description of the sample is given here. we 

One county was selected at random from each of 101 strata. These 

strata were set up by dividing all counties first into eight type-of- 
farming areas and then dividing the counties in each of these areas ~ 
into strata using component indexes One constructed from 12 agricul— 
tural and population characteristics. 

Area sampling was used within the selected counties, the areas used 

being a subsample cf the areas (or segments) in the. Master Sample. 3/ 
There were almost 600 segments in the whole scmple or about 6 segments 
per county. This means en average of nearly 5 farms per segment. 

It is possible to give an approximation to the magnitude of the 
sampling errors. It should be recognized that there is considerable 
variation in the sampling error from item to item and that the 
estimates cf error, quoted ‘below do not include, contributions from 

Sources other than random fluctuations. 

At the national level, using all 2,504 farms, nie odds are about 95 

out of 100 that a mee Perec is within 5 percentage points 
on either side cf what would have been obtained if interviews had 
been held with all farmers in the United States under the same sae 
tions. The odds would be about 67 out of 100 of being within 2, 
percentage points. (Note that "sampling error" as used here is in 
terms of absolute percentage points, not coefiicients of variation.) 
The above statements epply to percentages ranging from about 20 to 

80. If the percentage is-lower than 20 or higher-than 80, the sampl- 
ing errors are lower. than the amounts, giyen above. 

‘There are 10 sample counties in the. Wést, 45 in the North (including 
Northeast), and- 46 in the. South. | Results given here are subject to’ 
the largest errors for the West where the’ odds are about 67 out of 
100 of being within 8 percentage points, whereas for the South and 
North the odds are roughly 67. out of 100.e€ being within 4 percentage 
points. Or, putting the odds at about 95. out of 100, we have for the 
West 16 percentage points ang for the South and North 8 percentage 

points. 3 

This statement was prepared by Earl E. Houseman, Bur. of Agr. 
Economics. 
2/ Hagood, M. J. and Bernert, E. H., "Component Indexes as a Basis 
for Stratificaticn in Sampling." Joumal American Statistical Associa-— 

tion, September 1945. 

3/7 King, A. S. and Jessen, R. J., "The Master Sample of Agriculture: 
I. Development and Uses. II. Design." Journal American Statistical 
Association, March 1945. 
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: Tables 

Table 13.— Percentage of farm operators reporting dwelling 

lighted by electricity. United States, and regions 

a 

e 5 4 
* 

e 
° Year United States =: North : South | : west 

1920 7 ery a5 15 

1930 | ANS) 20 4 By 

1940 | | BS 45 19 a7 

1945 48 61 32 IE 

Scurce: census of Agriculture: 1920, Vol. VI, p. 88. Figures include 
ges or electric lights. Census of Agr ‘culture: 1930). VoL nese 
Census of agriculture: 1940, Vol. III. p. 541. Census of Agriculture: 

TLS evo ie 

Table 14.— Percentage of farm operators reporting running water 

in dwelling unit. United States, by regions. 1920-45. 

Year : United States North : South : West 

1920 . 148) ke) 3 26 

1930 16 : 24 6 41 

1940 18 Fae) 8 47 

19450 29 Sb ee 64 

Source: Census of Agriculture: 1920, Vol. VI, p. 88. Water piped into 
house. Census of Agriculture: 1930, Vol. II, p. 56. Water piped into 
farmers! dwelling houses. Census of Housing: 1940, Vol: dos Pome. 
20.. All occupied rural farm dwelling units, both operators and nonopera— 

tors, reporting water supply. Census of Agriculture: 1945; Viens. tebe 

Table 15.— Percentage of farm operators reporting a telephone. 

United States by regions, 1920-15. 

e e e e 
° e e e 

Year : United States +: North +: South : West 

1920 | 39 62 20 32 
1930 34: EEO 14 BD 

1940 ahs 43 9 28 

1945 Se: 54 12 39° 

“Source: Census | of Agricult ure 1920), Wols Pst 93. Census of herieuk 
tunes 930. Vous ls p. 56. Census "of Aore: Blo, Vol. Joa calculated 
from data on p. 541. Census of Agr.: 1945, V Tae 



- 29 - 

Table 16.— Percentage of farm operators reporting an automobile. 
United States: by regions, 1920-45, 

Year ies GeasGbateer North South aWest 

1920 Si 48 14 42 

1930 . 58 79 39 7 

1940 se 20 37 73 
1945 62 82 12 77 

Source: Census of Agriculture: 1920, Vol. VI, p. 88. Census cf 
Heri culiure:s1930; Vol. 11) ps 54. Census of Agriculture: 1940, Vol. 

tl ieee eC eiciicn ot herent tures 1945, Vol. Tis 

Table 17.— Percentage of ferms located on all weather roads, 
United States by regions, 1925~—45. 

Year eiritccictites: North a cout 1) west 

1925 vee 33 2 15 ay 
1930 | ney Tait oy, 46 

1940 : 49 65 24, 59 
1945 64 710 5g 72 

Source: Census of Agriculture: 1940, Vol. III, p. 542. Census of 

Hericuature: 1945, Vol. Ia 

Table 18.— Percentage of farm operators reporting radios. 
United States by regions, 1930-45. 

> * e e 
° e e ° 

Year ; United States : North : South : West 

1930 ret 39 5 31 
1940 | sd bd 60 79 42 78 

1945 fe 85 60 84 

Source: Census of Population: 1930, Vol. VI, calculated from data on 
Op. b2e53. Census of Housing: 1940 Vol.\ JI, Part’ 1, po. 38-39." ALL 

occupied rural—farm dwelling units, both operators and nonoperators, 
reporting on radio. Census of Agriculture: 1945, Vol I. 



ENSG,.= 

Table 19.- Percentage of farm operators reporting daily or 
weekly newspaper. United States by regions, 1945. 

. ° 
ie bd 2 e 

Type of Newspaper _ ok United: States : North :: South : West 

All types bse 70 90 54 on 

Total daily pie Se) 78 38 70 

Total weekly 20 Paul 21 nui 

Daily only 50 69 33 68 

Weekly only 14 cay aes 

Both daily and weekly 6 Oh dates 5 2 

Source; Quarterly Survey of Agriculture, April 1945. 

Table 20.— Percentage of farm operators reporting receipt of 
magezines by number of magazines. United St-tes 

by region. 1945. 

United : : : 
Number of Magazines Received ; States : North : South : “est 

None 29 DL 4 aL 

) bess hee 19 13 

2 3S: 18 16 26 

3 WERE 19 nue) 18 

iB 9 15 5 9 
5 6 10 2 4 
6 or more g as 2 3 

Source: Quarterly Survey of Agriculture, April 1945. 

Table 21.— Percentage of farm cperators reporting sewing machines, 

power driven washing machines end self-heating irons. 

United States hy region, 1945. 

¢ United 3: 

Type of Convenience ; otates : North South Westeers 

Sewing machine 82 89 75 svA 

Power driven washing machine = 49 Ge) 22 wees 

Self-heating irons . 51 69 oa §2 

SOUPCEs Se Querler ly sou Vec (lcs Con UT Osmo r i Loo. 
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Table 22.~ Percentage distribution of last occasions reouiring 
health care during preceding 12 months reported by 
farm operators by type of occasicn and type cf health 

care received. United States, October 1945. 

ee ee eee 

: Type of occasion 
a D6 EE EL) I I Se 

3 : ¢ Sericus 3: Non—- 

All :Serious: Child—saccidental :accidental 

21 MINneSS VLr Usman se OEM ene 

Type of health 
care received 

ee eo ee — 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 

-Hospitalization and 

doctor of medicine hae) 43 52 24 Le 

Doctor of medicine 49 50 34 66 45 

Other 9 fi 14 LO ike 

Source: Quarterly Survey of Asriculture, October 1945. 

Table 23.— Percentage distribution of last cccasions requiring 
health care during preceding 12 months reported by 
farm operators by type of health care received. United 
States by regions. October 1945. 

: United :; : 

e of health care received : States : North :- South : West 

Total LOO 100 LOO 100 

Hospitalization and 

doctor of medicine 47 56 38 67 

Doctor of medicine 45 39 53 21 

Other g 5 9 1? 

Source: Quarterly Survey of Agriculture, October 1945. 

Table 24.— Percentage of heads and housewives in 2,530 farm 

operators! households reporting one ‘or more instances 
of participation during preceding year in specified 

types of organized local community activites, United 

States, October 1945. 

: ercentage attending one or 
Types of organized local community : more meetings 

activity sHeads of households:Housewives 

All types Stee 76 

Religious meetings 69 €8 
School functions other than educational ONE er 

General farmers' organizetions 16 8 
Lodge or club meetings 12 13 
Educational 1 g 
Other farmers! organizations 5 2 

ther nonferm organizations 5 ee 
art other c 26 25 
Source: Quarterly Survey of Agriculture, October 1945. 
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