
Give to AgEcon Search

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their 
employer(s) is intended or implied.

https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/


a ae. ' : : - ‘ 



duly 1888 

War has brought. about many adjustments in rural life in the South | 
principally because of great demands for manpower , food, and raw 

ola relationships, This high mobility of the Dopulecion has nok Bee 
to stable community life; church, school, and kinship ties have be 
ers were called upon to produce crops they were not accustomed to ra 
increase production of other crops. This was often difficult becaus: 
habit are hard to break, These and other factors have contributed fon 
of instability and insecurity, Sian 

pressed desires and at the same time found that they were unable to bi 
they had always wanted. Such a situation was fraught with bafflement 
were constantly faced with the necessity of buying more carefully and 
meals SO that me cimum nutrients were a Families were exhorted t 

far- “plune battlefronts. ie whe talked with anid about the She in 
who received promotion and felt deep sorrow at news of death or capture | 
ey knew, Guadalcanal and North Africa became common words in local di cussi 

War heightened everyday tensions and made people generally more aware 8: 
peacetime norms which conflict with the needs of a nation at war. 28 
of all action, attitudes, and programs was demanded by the community in the | 
of how much they contributed to the winning of the war, Social reforms were 
tracked or given new meaning in terms of es eee nope est aye : 

Variability in farming and culture is-great in the South Central Mop ; 
alizations sre difficult. Because of this it is not desirable to cons der t 
analysis as inclusive of the entire Region, The vrocedure will be to sele 
adjustments which seem to have general applicability and test them by 
in five semple counties. seg i Boag 

Although only a very small part of the Region is ‘pees eee in eee fi 
it is well to point out that Fisher County is in the Rolling Plains, Me 
County in the Edwards Plateau, Johnson County in the Forested Coastal 
Blacklands and Grand Prairie, Latimer County in the Ozark-Ounchita ie 
Desha County in the e Mississippi Alluvial Plein. | 

i/ Based chiefly on data from the following five sample counties: D 
Arkansas; Latimer County, Oklahoma; Fisher, Johnson, and McCulloch 
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In this report less importance is attached to types of farming or physical fac- 
tors and more to the cultural and community diversity represented within the five 
counties, The analysis attempts to indicate the Per ee ree eas of wartime ad- 
justments with the general social situation, 

The factors that make for diversity are important, and briefly may be summed up 
for each county as follows: 

Fisher County, Texas 

1. Mechanization has reached a high degree of development on the farms; perheps 
80 percent of all farms have tractor power. 

2e Cotton is the main cash crop but diversification has made great headway, es- 

pecially along lines of livestock and poultry enterprises, 

36 Ranch ing with emphasis on beef cattle is an important industry. 

4, Farm ownership is on the increase and the majority of operators are me dium 
ae sme11 size farmers, 

do. Class eanetlidshess is lacking or incipient and contributes to high social 
mobility. 

6... Farm en decreased 1,929 between 1930 and 1940, while the nonfarm 
population increased 898, 

7. Cotton is pulled, not picked, by migrant Negro and Mexican workers. 

McCulloch County, Texas 

1. Many cattle and sheep are raised or large ranches. 

25. The en otiky of farm operators are on medium to small diversified farms . 
Dairying is on the increase, 

3. The county is the turkey center of Texas, 

4, Cotton is an important cash crop snd is picked by Mexican migrant workers, 

5, Farming is highly diversified with a steady year-round farm income. 

6, Mechanization and AAA pa ents heve speeded movement of tenants from farms, 
reduced the number of pe pevers and increased holdings, 

7. Farm population declined 297 from 1930 5 1940, while nonfarm population in- 
creased 233, ae 

Johnson County, Texas 

1. The metropolitan areas of Dallas snd Fort Worth extend into this county. 

2. Ferming is highly diversified. 
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Mechanization has reached a high degree of development. 

Farm income comes predominantly from ranching, dairying, and cotton. 

Railroad shops at Cleburne are an important influence on farm labor, 

Means of transportation and communication are excellent. 

The county postetiae three distinct farming areas. 

Farm population decreased 1,943 from 1930 to 1940, while nonfarm population 

remained stationary. 3 

Latimer County, Oklahoma 

Subsistence farming predominates. Farms are too small (average size slightly 
over 100 acres) for efficient farming. In 1939, 67 percent of the farms had 

totel products of under $400 value. 

A low level of living and low educational status of the population prevaits,. 
Many rural settlements are extremely isoleted due to rough Hepesrepeys poor 
roads, and absence of communication facilities. 

The population of the county is 100 percent rural. 

The county has a recent history of lumbering and mining and there is some per- 

sistence of these industries on o “marginal” basis. 

Indian land policy with allotments in small units, snd the presence of: onen 

range have affected farming practices, 

"Frontier" culture patterns preset in such practices as primitive housing 
and farming methods, widespread practice of hunting and fishing, readiness 
with firearms, and keen interest in local politics, ete. 

The population is relatively homogeneous (91 percent native white with some 
9 percent Indians and smaller percentages of Negroes and foreign-borm whites), 

There is 2 high degree of mobility of ae particularly with reference 
to movement to and from the West Cosas (Boni tats on decreased 19 percent 
1920-1930; increased 11 percent 1930- Se and has declined some 20 percent . 
since 1940, ) 

Incrensing production of livestock, decreasing production of cotton, and some 
recent increases in size of farm are significant trends, 



te 
Desha County, Arkansas 

Poe dy A majority of the farm operators are sharecroppers on cotton farms. 

2. Less than 10 percent of the farm operators are tenants other then share- 
croppers and more than 20 percent sre ovmmers, 

Oe Population increased 25 percent between 1930 and 1940 due. mainly to influx 
of new-ground settlers, 

4. Neprocs comprise 60 percent of the total population. White nopuletion in- 
creased 39 percent, Negro 16 percent, from 1930 to 1940, 

5. Government programs heave had n tremendous effect in the county: FSA helped 
approxim.tely 230 farm operators become owmers end is rehabilitating an ad- 

- ditional 500 farm families; and AAA has influenced directly the farming system 
. - of over 90 percent of the farm units through quotas, soil conservation pay- 
i ca oP insurance, parity price pryments, sand ea support progrens, 

@ 6, Arkansns City, the Sone seat town, has declined in importance and MeGehee 
. has risen in importsnce from the teadooin: of rurcl femilies, primarily be- 
_ enuse the FSA, AAA, and Extension offices sre located there. 

7. Population of towns in plentation arens is on the increase, but towm popula- 
Heke tion is declining in new-ground areas. 

8. Levee construction snd drainage have mede Se ge wae of lnrge nreas of the. 
- county possible, 

7. The Japsnese Relocation Site hns hnd great influence on the local lebor market, 
ts Ae ae iy \ 
yn 4) seks AS. \ x 

Lolli | ect .y ene are 

oO e 

——_ Adjustments 

fhe There was nn estim.ted net lose Cee ye earl oe ceilien population 
of the South Central Region from April 1, 1940 to May 1, 1942. Actuslly, however, 
the ‘only State experiencing gm nev loss nee Oklahoma, the decline in this State 
being 158,120, or 7 percent, Louisiana gained 3 percent, end Arkensas and Texans 
about a Oa each, 

Vo rkers have migrated to industrial centers in great numbers and thé firmed Forces 
have drawn off many persons, causing a scarcity of menpower in rurel areas, The 
five counties studied are no exceptions to these trends, Estimstes based on-the 
registrations for Ration Book No.:2 (March BGA 1943) indicate that the civilian 

: population decreased approximately 3 percent in Deshn County between April 1, 1940 
and March 1, 1943, 8 percent in both Johnson snd McCulloch Counties, 18 pereent in 
i ‘Fisher County, ana 23 percent in Latimer, 
a 

Th’ the short run, migration is the dominant factor in population change in the 
Region, fithough number of births snd deaths should be considered, Natural in-* 
crease (excess of births, over deaths) approximeted 550 between 1940 and 1943 in 
Desha County, $75 in Latimer County, 525 in Fisher County, 750 in’ Johnson County, 
and 450 in McCulloch County. a ip ae these figures sre added £6 the net loss in civil- 
ian populntion, an approximation of net migration is arrived at, which is show in 
able ie 



; Table lee Estimated net mipreeton from ae centile 

: April 1, 1940 and March i (1943 ‘ 

Count 

Desha County, Arkansas 
Latimer County, Oklahoma 
Fisher County, Texas 
Johnson County, Texas 
McCulloch County, Texas oe «e ef e8 ce ae fee 

From these data, it appears that the hive counties have had large net qd 
their civilian papuvations; varying from approximetely 1,229 in Desha Co 

3,161 in Latimer County. No doubt mnst of this was due to the exodus of 
oe industrial employment, particularly after the 1942 crops were gathered, 
Latimer, and McCulloch Counties lost 10. percent or more of their populatior 

tween May 194e and Marci 1943, . 3 

be low what it was a year AeO, Lcholteanent on farms July. 1, ee was 

under July 1 a year ago. 

various Si akchente to ee up for the scarcity of labor. Some of thes 
ments are discussed below, 

1. Farm operators in the South Central Repion were working an average of 
hours per day on June 1 this year, or about one hour longer than on the £3 

- of June three years ago. No change in the workday of hired labor was n 
averaging 10,5 hours per day. é 

\ 
\ 

Although it is generally acknowledged that noaterenin ane ave inerease 
mice day, s ome importent varia ations ee to be- noe aes ‘Desh 

large number of small owmers and nes te in Lasines donnie: who. mo ‘ully 

equipped on their own farms, who are potentially available for part-time work 

elsewhere. In commenting or the lnbor situntion in Latimer County, © 
of a neighboring county remarked, “Latimer County has. more people an 
labor than any other place I know of. Lots of men with only 4 or 
crops claim they sre clways busy at farming. The trouble. is. Ehey) 

a full- time job and don't see Oe need of Or BeBe all the time." 

Nee. in the way of a more bee es utilization of the eee 
supply. .. 

servico of essentinl farn workers have nided mene in a 
on the farm, It is-estimated that a uniform and liberal applica 
war unit standards so as to defer farm workers responaibte fang 



units would result ina reclassification to thedferred status (classes II-C 
or III-C) of about 346 thousand out of the nearly 462 thousand farm workers 

OS ee in the military age group, or nearly 75 percent of all. Since approximately 
50 percent of these farm workers would be rejected for physical or other We Mand 

reasons for military service even if they were not reclassified, the net ef- 
fect of the Selective Service war unit standard might mean the deferment of 
115 thousand farm workers, who in the basence of dependency deferments would 
otherwise be liable for military service, 

The effects of agricultural deferment vary considerably, It has had sig- 
nificantly favorable effect in Desha, McCulloch, and Johnson Counties, with 
minor significance in Latimer and Fisher, ‘the most liberal intervretation 

was given by the Desha County Selective Service Board, which granted approx- 
imately 85 percent of all spplications, Less than 25 percent were granted in 

Fisher County, No doubt the fact that most of the agricultural workers de- 
ferred in Desha County were Negro sharecropvers plaved « great part in the 
situation, since little community reaction against widespread deferment of 
Negroes was to. be expected. However, where tha population is more homogen- 
-e@0us, os in Fisher County, it is to be expected that the community will exert 

_ greater control over .11 its members. Furthermore, it is to be noted that 
where family-size farms predominate, as in Latimer and Fisher Counties, either 
the deferred workers or one of his family usually asks for deferment. In 
_Desha County, 75 or 80 percent of applications for deferment for agricultural 
- Workers are presented by the plonter, 

5. To some extent farmers are shifting from crops with high labor requirements 
to those with lower l-bor requirements, On July 1, 1943, acreeges in cotton, 
barley, and corn were slightly under the ecreages harvested in 1942, while 

_ aereages in wheat, onts, rice, tame hay, wild hay, potatoes, sweetpotatoes, 
Soybeans, peanuts, snd sorghums were above 1942 harvested acrenges, The crops 

~- showing greatest increase were sweetpotatoes (53 percent), Irish potntoes 
_ (33 percent), pesnuts (30 percent), tame hay (24 percent ), soybeans (18 per- 

cent), and sorghums (17 percent). 

In Desha County where farmers enjoy compsrative advantage on long-steple 
cotton, the acrenge is up approximately 5 percent over 1942, Most of the small 
«farms planted the sllowable 10 percent sbove allotment but some large farms 
: pnd plantations could not increase acreage more then 5 percent because of 
- -snticipated labor shortage, 

Latimer County has experienced a large decrease in cotton ecreage and increases 
_ Of pasture and livestock, One Inrge farmer who normally has three. or’ four 
_. -tenants. now hes only one and the ovmer hrs nut much of his lend into ne.sture 
and meadow, » ; 
ioe. 

v 

In the three Texas counties shifts fron row crops to combine maize and hay are 
reported, Such changes contemplate the use of more machinery with a minimum of 
labor, Some 70 percent of the entire mnize crop in Fisher County is combine 
‘maize this year. 

j 4, On dune 1 about 15 percent of the farm workers in the South Central Region 
were under 14 years of age as compared with 4 percent -s of Apria ty 1942' 

_ This change reflects en upward trend in employment of youngsters on farms due 
to the stringency of the l-bor situation, Furthermore, 66 percent of the farm 

population wes working on farms June 1 compnred with only 61 percent on June 1 
4 year ago. The number of cldorly people working on farms has increased also, 
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fen children are already aden stoned to dotne peceess ; 
the use of nonfarm Gibatotoe has been noted in. the nee 

tween April 1, 1942 and June 1, 1942, Not all of this can be Wee 
as seasonal variation and it 16 probable that the percentage of f 

ers has increased materially since last year, } 

of the same type of work with which they he Gia): assisted, 
caring for milk cows, poultry, Bae Rae ei ies) helping with tho 1 

various crops. 

es day before. 

time to mow the weeds in the pasture before they went tb soeds 

run a mower myself but it looks like I might have to." aie 

harvest as the need arises, but it is not ont obpated tat any. new g 

women will be availeble. 

One woman remarked, "No, I never hoard of the. "Women" s ane nd Amy 
reckon 11 the women around here « lready pekaeer | 

‘As now planned, women of Desha County will occupy. Spon the same 
position in the lxbor force that they always have. Most. ice rm 
that is Negroes and sme white farmers wives, have traditd 

that ah .re now 1 to the war effort. Wives And ane dean 
larger farmers ond the majority of white families in the oe 

end higher laboring classes in the! cities have not in the pas 

field, and it is not expected that they will do so now, Tho (ne 
ts: “This is the South, you know." One informant rem.rked, "An 

‘heavy and your neck gets « erick in it sashes the ae of ‘the any 
iti That's ‘nigger work!, x 

It has always been customary to reles ase AUO Gee hoe Oe “cotton-pic! 
and it is assumed this will be done this yenr. | mis 

nee qualification should be made to the foregoing statements. 
mants believe that it will be difficult to get some Negro v 
this year because of other sources of income, Others. say ta 
will get them out. It is impossible to estimate how many 
this economic condition, . | nt 
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Consi derably more work is being done by the women of McCulloch County than 
ever before, Women are driving tractors and trucks, baling hay, chopping 
cotton, and helping in practically all kinds-of fon work. There has prob- 
ably jeen a 90 percent increase’ in the amount of farm work done by WOMEN ¢ 

Some informants estimated the increase as much as & hundred percent. The 
greater part of the work done by women is verformed by farm women on their 
own farms or on the farms on which they are located as tenants or laborers. 
‘Some women from the city and villages worked on the farms but they are from 
the groups that usually do field work each year, The Mexican crews from Brady 
and Melvin usually include some women workers. Women were doing various kinds 
of farm work in 1942 but no new types were taken up in 1943 as far os tho ob- 

_ server was able to determine, 

Alth ough women are doing more farm work on farms in Fisher and Johnson Counties 
* most of them are members of farm families and work on their home farms. There 

are of course other women from tenant and farm laborer families end familics 
from the lower economic groups in the towns and cities who traditionally work 

. in the fields, but for the most part, they are not new additions to the agri- 
cultural Pietd forces ; 

De Another. factor tending to reduce shifts of farm workers to nonfarm occunations 
is issuance of certain regulations by the War Menpower Commission to control 
transfers of workers in essential occupations. Although these regulations 
apply only to wage workers and not to farm operators or unpaid family workers, 
they are beginning to be felt in their application to ngriculture, Certifi- 
cates of availability are being required for off-farm work by farm peoples 

- pratt ‘deferment of agricultural workers has resulted in some slight sniterne 
4 of workers from nonagricultural occupations to agriculture, amounting to ver- 

Te 16,000 for the Region, 

Ciena ee of Ee venhanhded cooperation are fairly well developed among small in- 
dependent farmers throughout the South Central Region and have undergone no 

radical change as a result of the war demands. Such petterns of behavior 
have, however, stood the cooperating families in good stend during the emer- 
_ genay. ‘In arens where neighborhood cooperation has not been customary, little 
ate in the patterns of ORS Arne is yet to be noted, 

For ee ‘in Silvester community in Fisher County, the neighbors hove ex- 
changed machinery, implements, end lnbor as nlweys. There is somewhat more 

- cooperation in transporte ation for trips to town or attendance nat community 
meetings. Frequent ly’ one man will transect business for severnl of his neigh- 
bors when he goes to tovm. Johnson County had 10 canning centers where women 
of the various communities met to do their canning. Women who owned pressure 

€ cookers shared them with neighbors, Many farmers of Latimer County exchanged 
: labor during the 1943 hay harvest. 

_ Responsibility for ‘dealing. with labor shortoges has shifted materially from 
the Federal Government to the local conmunity.° This has: hada healthy psycho- 
| logics effect even though little actually has been eee os yet to alleviate 
_ present: or anticipsted penk-senson shortoges. 
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“use. by a few planters for a number of yoarss However, it is. report 

enon planter, to do his own recruiting. One asked his. ration board a ut 

the ice opinion thant cotton-pickers will ask n° wege of ies 

5 

In the past years i anai ent Metican labor has funni shea: ost. 

pickers in McCulloch County and farmers are looking 66, the s me 

the eae cotton Sad deat ey Uy. 37 Employment ee has assu 

ments with farmers. The larger ertera! with good cotton have ae 

in securing labor since more money can be made in the eevee cotto 

jobs available on larger farms. Meas 

wit 

ade ai ned operators of Fisher County as a rule noe one regular hand 0} 

seasonal or year-round basis, The ADE have this regular hend at 

but many need extra hoe help. Some additional help is also Rat 

grain. oe harvest, and Peace all need POSEY oS Ee: 

hea. The aut operators to a eee extent aapand on fami ly ee 
rented at times by local help. for a Low: oh at a time ‘Preetica ly : 

picking. Local labor has to 4 se onus bupeied the hands for cult: 

tion ond grain hervests in the past, This year local nbor is not avai 

in surtietent quantity. 

Neither LUstimer nor Johnson Counties make use of migrant labor to a 

BCMA « hs oe ioe 

A number of; large plenters in Desha Boney are cake to make arrange 

ea in some Mexicans from the lower Valley of Texas. Mexicans ha 

Kes Anne ee have been unrble to arrange for any 1s bor from this source, 
Will make 2 trip to San Antonio to recruit if possible. It is customary ‘Ox: 

ting gasoline, for transportation ine was: assured that i could be ar 

Those ve nters who heve hed actual oxperionce with be Gene any the 
workers snd they have been well satisfied with them. They report t 
cars tend to work best in groups under a Mexican supervisor, Tho p MI 
like this arrangement. One planter leughingly said they eat. up Bia 
able .corn, vegetables from ‘the Soom oay end: ea oo fot mec 10) from whi 

mix “ip Gaili con carne. | f . a 

up 6! points or about 41 percent over July 1 a your 8E08 

month with board averaged $43,01 and without board $58.13. 
pen acy with board were $2. 24 on ye pea Ni ‘ond $2. ae per die ey kee 

War 708 in PFicher County for hoe nop renge from os to $4 per- oe 

my me am getting ay 83, 50 per! day; J know where ae ‘ean 1 pe 



price » wes, oL per hundred, which was increased in some in-- 

Sone: of the hoe leaders of migrant 
, 1b is the 

ee OMaeeor fOr ‘anes picking, Paes the isbGrete can en the 

Re per. hundred, it is reported that the best cotton-nickers can 
16 to #20 per aryl and average pickers from $8 to $10, 

e for} hoe hands in MeCulloch eRe has ranged from $3 to e4 per’ day, 

esenys an increase of about $1 ver day over 1942 wages. It was dif- 
get an estimte of the price that will have to be paid for cotton- 

is, fall but the De Tey is the: price willbe from 50 percent to 
percent higher then last year. However, if thc war prisoner camp is conm- 

ted in time for the cotton harvest. it may tend to lower the price for pick- 

mers: ere _ looking to two sources forte bor ‘to ps See, the usuel 

1 near r Brady. The U. Se nae a Service foe cared loca Uowaeis 
eer be ean adequate supply of Mexican lnbor available for cotton- 

N10" ES has been mentioned for the hee ae axe OoHe of wa ar pris- 

nount and date of its seer etti te MIE Sis raported that the aes of “the 

oe labor te the cuba will be Eee ely vl. oO per day of 8 

oe. in Wateon cee ranged from 1.50 to ¥2 per dav for the cultivat- 

i season in (1942 and from 92.50 to 93 in 1943, Hay-baling wages have been 
s 5 _ Famers refused Ae. ey. more the ni 95 per day for Sees Infor- 

Bore pucitne would Ee at around a 32 per hundred and Suna uty 3 ane) tb. 2, 50 

g Ba senson. pe would be from 75 cents to vl per hundred more then was 

as meals purestreas" Wat the avore ge is from: bo to $2. 50 wae nuke 
Erba st- year the sverege was perhaps 50 cents less. Some are paying 

) 26 Lor hay -hevrvest « Except for the hay ond cotton harvest, very little 

debor will be hired for the 1943 harvest, The cotton-picking wage has not 
GS bute ib wid probably be somewhet highor then in 1942, As a matter of 

ost of the Leeson: ns well as the peanuts, will be harvested as usual by 
= 

r Howaa in | Desh. County varied from $1.50 to 2.25 during the cotton 

son. just past, with 2 as the preveiling rate for 10 hours, This 
tely. the. same as was paid Inst yoar. Farmers expect cotton- 

un around #2 per hundred or 50 cents above that prid in 1942 How- 
felt that it would start at $1.25 or $1.50 snd go up under the bar- 
ror of is ‘bor end eee oe ee cotton picked, Some peners 
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Gin hands gets $2.50 to $3, railroad workers 43.20 for 8 hours, sawmill 

workers $2, and levee workers $3. Both farmers and workers feel that picking 

Wages are going to be higher this vear than last. Farmers think they will have 

to pay more to entice the workers out. A number of observers commented upon 

the change in attitude of Negro women with reference to cotton chopping. It 

is felt that many of them refused to work cotton this year because they had 

other sources of income, probably a boy in the Amy, or a boy or girl in some 

defense work. However, others feel that the situation may be different at 

picking time because they can make good wages pickin~ cotton. 

Little effort is being put forth in any of the five counties to train new 

workers, Selective Service Boards have made it clear that all agricultural 

deferments are temporary. It is emphasized that replacement workers should 

be trained for the deferred men at the earliest possible time, but little has 

been done to date. — 

The extent of neglected crops or abandoned acres is difficult to ascertain, 

It was estimated by competent local observers.in Fisher County that there will 

be a serious deterioration in and loss of crops due to the inability to get 

hoe help in sufficient numbers and at the proper time, Many local informants 

estimated that there will be from 30 to 35 vercent reduction in feed crops, 

15 to 20 percent in cotton, and 10 to 15 vercert in peanuts, because of the 

searcity of hoe hélp. This estim.te of loss is probably too high, if the 
weather continues fnvorable. A 10 to 15 percent all-around reduction is a 

more probable figure. It is the custom in the county to plow under a crop and ~ 
replant when it becomes too weedy to produce, This procedure has been repeate 

several times on many fields in the county this year, ond still the necessary 
hoe help is not available. A farmer using a lerge tractor outfit will need 

from 10 to 20 workers for a period of from 2.to.3 weeks to do the hocing on 
the 300 or 400 ncres cultiveted; without sufficient hoe help the grass end 
weeds in the-rows cannot be removed end a loss of crops results, Adequate hal ~ 
for this work hns not been and is not now -vailnble and » deterioration in 
crops in many instances is evident. It is now uractically past the hoeing 

season. 

There has been some deterioration and loss of crops in Johnson County due to 
the fact that hoe help wis not availoble when needed, but such loss is réla- 
tively sm:ll. There is.a considerable amount of lend-not in cultivetion that 
was formerly cultivated, but this is an nccumulotion of a period of years and 

is not altogether cttributable to the war omergencies, oS . 

There is not much idle lend in McCulloch County. To some extent fermers ad- 
justed their 1943 farming plans to the machinery, livestock, ond Inbor avail= 

able. Land formerly in row crops was. diverted to grain or hey crops that 
could be harvested with machinery or pastured by livestock, However, too much 
land was put in row crops for the, supply of lsbor ~vaileble for farm work, 
There was. shortage of hoe help and some of the crons show neglect elthough 
the majority are in fair condition, This is due in part to the fact that the 
dry season has required a minimum of hocing. There will probably be a 10 to 
15 percent loss of crops due to the lack of hoe hrnds to hoe the crops at the 
proper time, Some farmers estimate the loss as high ss 25 to 30° percent, but 
the smaller estimate is believed to be a more realistic figure. 

~ 

. 



Lp duction standpoint. the ANT gt Conner bee aeetnent of 

ounty farms is not. particularly serious. No accurate figures were 

One the total number of farms or crop acres on which crops will not 

arvested this year. One informant estimated that 25 percent of the farms 

; the. most part this. land represents the smaller and less pro- 

It is probable ‘that. the former overators of these ‘farms will 

ke a greater contribution to the war effort in their present location than 

Te pave: been the case had pee remained in Latimer rapes « 

and recruitment of intrnstate Inbor 

and menagement of Victory Ferm Volunteers 

D eresotes era nad manngement of a Women's Lond Army 

eilable persons for farm work. 
. 

PAX |; 

is has. Paced mejor ee ity for solving the farm Inbor problem upon 

US aie eas eae i 

otive program of labor recruitment is being carried on in Latimer County > 

se it is not considered necessary. However, the county xgent's office. 

ow considered the "clearing house” for farm labor. The county agent at- 

pt VG! put prospective employers in touch with men who sre avelilable for 

ke Some 25 or 30 boys from the ‘4ilourton schools were signed up for ne? 

tory Farm Volunteer Corps nnd 2 few actually worked a few days during the 

Abies but aside from this. there has been little demand for their 

Farmers are reluctant to hire tovm youths for most types of farm 

‘ Medeor this spring an attempt was made by the county agent to secure 

omplete che ck on £11 farms in the county who expected to hire lnbor during 

ear and all men and boys wth o. “would be willing to hire out for farm work, 

str tion. cards for the purpose wére preverdd and sent to neighborhood lead’ 

the request that they fill them out for their neighbors, Letters * 

9 sent to all AAA coonerators asking them to report their lebor needs. 

x mately 100 replies were received, The turnover of population in the 

Y s indicated by the fact that a number of letters (25 or more) were 

ned uncls imed as the frmilies had moved and left no forwarding address. ¥ nfs 

eI uitment: efforts are not rogarded as havine been particularly success- 

at. is: felt that. unless conditions become more stringent there will be 

ay for such E:\ Bier to supp ly the labor needs within the county 

sent progrens: are under, way in either Fisher or Johnson Counties. 
aA 
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More land | is in cultivation in the South Central Region this year than, n 19 

to the patriotism and morale of farmers generally. eehigntee of cron produ 

on July 1, 1943 indicated that production Will be above 1942 in all ma jc 

with the exception of wheat, barley, tame hay, alfalfa hay, clover, timoth; pee 

Ty€e 

Although no stringent labor shortage exists in Latimer County the compar 

scarcity and high cost of lebor in relation to the pre-war period is con: het 

to some rather significant changes in farming practices, These include | 

decrease in cotton acreage and increases of pasture and livestock, 

in neighboring Pittsburg County is about one-third of that in 1942. at 

dens have been adversely affected by the dry weather but large quentities of g 

den produce were canned before the onslaught of the drought. Several famili 

who were visited reported having canned fron 150 to 250 quarts apiece, chi 

greens, beans, peas, potatoes, corn, ond tomatoes. Several reported chau 

expected: to can additional tomatoes and corn. Some are Pon to Br, 

fall gardens, but many are discouraged by the dry weather, 

fered less from spring floods than did many other esstern Oicle horn gndee 

there was considerable damge to corn, sorghum, and other crops in the 

bottomland. Much of the damaged acreage was replanted, but this hes ma 

crops Inte and extremely vulnerable to the current drought. In neighbo 

burg County from 15 to 20 percent of the corn was destroyed by floods, 

of this acreage was replanted. Early in July it was estimated that unl 

came very soon there would be less than half a normel corn crop -in Latimer .on 

surrounding counties. Livestock producers sre consequently more e.poreher 

than ever ebout the possibility of a serious feed shortage this winter, 

a disposition to blame “the Government" for the situation, perticulsrly 
erence to the scarcity and high cost of protein feeds and recent decline: 

stock prices, There is » feeling that both feed and livestock dealers 

unfair adventage of the situntion to the detriment of the farmer, ther 

to be considerable variation in the price of commercial livestock feed mo 

ferent dealers, One man reported paying $2.85 per sack at one place an 
another on the same day and for ph ard aie brands... 

Latimer County famers' initicl attempts at commercial potato production 

be a rather unhappy experience. In May potatoes were reported to be sell 

retail market for « high as $1.25 « peck, dust prior to harvest the pric 

$2.70 for a 100-pound sack. Arrangements had been made with a buyer 

purchase the entire Latimer County crop at $2.35 but just as harvest b 
ket ee This made it eae for the’ commercial buyer to co pas 

Pest tVOn to ual f cee in the auercency, A few Aotetewe ee 
the final result was that most of the crop was sold at 2 net price to 
of $1.80 per hundred, The dissppointment of the growers wns further a nen 

some misunderstandings concerning grading, the purchase of.sacks, d thi 
handling of the crop in the field. Total commercinl nereage in the c 
small (epproximately 200 acres) and the average yield was little more 

bushels per acre. The whole episode resulted in a great many "headac 



« 14 = 

lot of extra work for the members of the War Board, but now that it is all over, 

the general inclination of aul ie and agency representatives alike is to charge 
_ the whole thing up to "experience" and. to plan to avoid similar difficulties 
ee year. In spite of the relatively low price received, few farmers actually 

lost money on the potato deal and several persons expressed the belief that it 

wi 11” ey oe Pesos vee to increase potato production in 1944, 

Proapests for cotton and peanut ae tn in Latimer County are fairly good since 
the damage to these crops from the dry, hot weather has a yet been relatively 

slight. Some boll weevil infestation is reported in Latimer and surrounding’ coun- 
ties. FPeanut acreage in Latimer County is not as large as anticipated in May, but 

approximates the county goal of 3,000 acres, The hay crop, which is now being 

ha arvested, ais near normel and the dry weather is favorable for harvest, 

8 Aas orant: in production programs to meet conditions of the war period have been 

- made in Johnson County, There has been a shift from row crops to crops such as 

combine maize and hay that can be handled by machinery with the minimum of extra 
> labore — A reduction in the peanut goals from 22,500 acres to approximately 10, 000 

acres is more in line with the county facilities for this crop, The acreage — 
planted to cotton is some 10 percent below the quota due to the scarcity. of labor 

and to the unsatisfactory price xs compsred with the prices of other farm products, 

There has been « great increase in the number of gardens in the county. There was 

a scarcity of farming equipment in certain instances, but on the whole the shortage 
was not critical, There was a somewhat wider use of machinery and equipment on a 
neighborhood basis but not on an organized county-widé basis. There were several 
cases where the members of the family, men, women, and children, comprised the 

_ hay harvest and hay-baling crew, 

The most notable production adjustments in Fisher County are the increases in num- 
ber and size of home gardens, in the number and size of flocks of poultry, in the 

number of hogs, beef, and dairy cattle, in the acreage of peanuts, and in the acre- 
age planted to combine maize, which was tried for the first time in 1942, Some 70 
percent of the entire 90,000 to 100,000 acres of maize this year is combine maize, 
With a continuance of A favorable season there will be no shortage of feed for 

stock or food for people in the aren, even though a percentage of crops may be 
lost due to. labor shortage. 

eon acreage in McCulloch Sounty will approximate the quota for the county. 

There has been an increase in the grain crops with a great increase in the number 
wok acres planted to combine maize, There is 9 scarcity of combines for harvesting 

the maize but with neighborhood teamwork, the crops can be harvested, The peanut 

go.l was reduced to a lower figure than originally planned, and will be reached, 
There will be a decided increase in oll livestock and poultry products, with an 
adequate ‘supply of feeds except for the proteins such as cotton seed products and 
other conditioners that have to be purchssed. The indications are that the serious 

on of these proteins of the past.winter and spring may approach critical 

carcity during the coming winter and spring, Livestock is in good condition and 
ie er ae will be ready for the markets at the normal time. Victory gardens in 

McCulloch County have produced much additional food although the dry weather has 
_ cut them short of maximum production, To a marked degree the larger and better 

: greene have been raised by the medium-income and more prosperous groups in the 

eh ae Ie ne eS te ws er 



city, towns, and villages, and by the more prosperous farmers. Thi S 
tion exists with regard to the SONSaT vats On and preservation of produc 

their canning, However, on the whole eee are indications that theres 

quate supplies of food for people and feed for stock in McCulloch County for 
coming year, At the peak of the gardening season there was a surplus of f 
etables beyond the needs for current use and home canning, but practically 
ket for them, The conservation and preservation of food from Victory garden 

other sources will more than double this year, eer dae to the renee hi 

observers, 

rere "went ee from te ite Sees to eens bad sieueti on, agricu ae 
cles were somewhat slow to take corrective measures, Also farmers had not do 

sufficient planning to harvest the crop in an orderly manner. The only farme 
planning was done by the Purchasing and pane oe starting on May 

Central Gob ceet Association, The county eee and, Pout aode derkoul aipaiae 
teachers at Wilson cooperated in this attempt to set up an efficient marketin 
for the entire county. Finally, on June 21, the Purchasing ond Marketing Ass 
tion set up potato markets at McGehee and Watsons Farmers generally lacked e 
thusiasm for the crop and left many potatoes in the field, The war crop gonl or 
sweetpotatoes has been lowered from 480 acres to 320 acres, while that for grain 
sorghum has been raised from 300 to 420 acres, An original soybean goal of 10,500 
acres will not be reached, falling short by possibly a few thousand acres. Much 
this will be hogged off if insufficient Inbor is available at harvest time. | 

Since April the estimated cotton acreage in Desha County has been revised down 
from 54,000 acres to 52,000 acres, However, this figure is still 5 percent abov 
the 1942 acreage in- tention but 5 percent be Low the allowable maximum. Most of 
small farms planted the allowable 10 percent above their allotment, . Large. farms 

increased cotton acreage less than 5 percent because of an anticipated inadeq 
labor’supply. Oats made a good crop and were harvested in an orderly manner be 
euse of the favorable season, Cotton was “worked well because of the unusually dr 

season ond consequent lack of weeds, The county is short of combines, Some per- 

sons say that this is due to the smoll:quota. given to John Deere, Allis- -Chalmers, 
and Intermationel, which hs .ppen to be the only farm machinery dealers in the c 
War crops are prone, variable within the county depending upon the extent o 

drought, There is en excellent stand of corn but it is being hurt by the drough 
end it was stated that if rain does not come within une week of pena ie> 19 the me, 
feed crop would be short (perhaps cut in helf). : ee? 

The eastern half of Desha bounty he been harder hit. by ‘avouehe then serie waste 
half, Farmers’ reflect Sueiapene attitudes and feelings in response to this v 
tion, Optimism generally preveils from McGehee to Dumas, particularly in the 
tation areas, Such a feeling diminishes from west to east, particularly ar 
Rohwer, Gardens are suffering from lack of rnin but there aro many of ‘them and 

is seh se that much conning will be done later : in ‘the senson. bee 

Z ‘ ’ : i i ; bp 
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Consumer Adjustments 

| While eee poraeas in the Region did not come up to expectations on account of 
ey the dry weather, most families have made an effort to produce as much home-grown 

Pee Loo as possible and to can all available surplus. 

oe Adequate canning equipment seems to have been available to date, although more 
os pressure cookers could have been sold had they been on hand at the right time. 

Aer A new supply has recently begun to come on the market, but several women expressed 

; the opinion that they were of inferior quality, Many farm women appear to be half- 
afraid of pressure cookers, Several stories were told of accidents and serious 

- injuries resulting from their use. One housewife stated that she wouldn't take a 

lot for her pressure cooker, but that she was. ‘scared to death" = it and never 
ta dete it for a minute while using it. 

Care of ae family garden is still rather widely regarded as primarily "woman's 
work" but the attitude is reported to be changing as the men have come to appre- 
ciate the importance of a home-grown food supply, Relatively little complaint of 

the rationing programs was encountered but there appears to be some growing resent- 

ment, particularly among the larger farmers and stockmen, of recent marketing con- 

eas; " shortages of feed end fertilizer, and the price roll-back program, At the 
time. of the survey, near the middle of July, the stock market had broken rather 

badly. Due to the drying up of pastures and prospective shortages and high prices 

of commercial stock feed, livestock raisers were facing the prospect of premature 

“sales of their livestock on an unfavorable market, 

ies.0 is some uncertainty and misunderstanding about recent regulations pertaining 

to home sleughter and local sale of meat. Complaint persists concerning the "red 

tape" which must be observed by farmers in selling at retail small surpluses of 
such products as butter and eggs. For example, one farmer reported that his wife 

used to make some extra butter and sell two or three pounds every week, but she 

hasn't done it "since they made all these regulations about permits one ration cou- 

pons", - Now they feed the extra mili to the calves and hogs. 
‘i te ar a a 

Gers isa Bt syosi tt on to blame "the Government" for all such difficulties as 

~ those described in the foregoing paragraphs. One small farmer and his wife re- 

fused to sign up for the local Victory garden contest because they didn't want to 

ae a Sad in any more commitments to the Government. 

eines continue to increase and banks have deposits considerably above normal. 

For instance, . Desha County bank showed assets of $2,000,000 for the first time in 

its history dating back to 1917.. Some money is being Bene into the counties by 

former residents who are working elsewhere. For example, one case was reported of 

& young girl, now working on the West Coast, who had recently sent $350 for de- 

og in the home town bank because "she didn't trust them banks in California" 

on he Se hand, one hard-working farm woman spoke with mixed pride and resent- 

ment of her fe oneenia boy who had gone to California although his help was badly 

needed on the home farm: "We didn't want 'J.B.' to go. He'd just finished the 

eighth grade, but he got restless. He's making good wages, but I know he ain't 

saving any." 



Lately a significant number of farm families in Doane Coeuty: Hee: @: 

difficulty in securing meal, and since this is a food staple in the 

causes some ‘frustration, Other scarce items include coffee, sugar, 

Farmers generally have many of their red and blue stamps left overs 

exchanging of food stamps as well as gasoline ration stamps. i is 

On May 3 the McGehee Association of Commerce in me oe County voted toe 

curb market for disposing of farm produce, but the plan was dropped because 

ability to secure a suitable location, plus opposition of some local m roa 

In retrospect some now feel that it was probably better that no curb mark 

set up this year because everybody had a Victory garden. ie 

Sales of family living staples are Sone and most of the low-income fam lies ai 

noticeably better dressed than before. In general, the level of living of 

farm people has risen, This is to be observed in their dress, home furnish BS, 

workstock and tools, institutional life, eae cnenees in GAN Nitin (from subserv 

ence to independence). | 

A few families are finding difficulty in canning 211 the food ae would - 

10 pounds of sugar ver person. Many of the ‘small farmers are sharing pres w 

cookers with their neighbors but still there is Bey demand for. nee ; 

For some. reason, not quite clear, ae segments of the’ population are reese vo a 

with complaints and criticism now than in Apri lL. There is little criticism 

OPA, buresucracy, labor, government, and many: other things. Perhaps the 

due to a relaxing of the political front with’ adjournment of Congress or 

ing of political intensity following the attainment’.of certain objectives, 

ticularly the reassertion of Congressional prerogative and so-called "st 

rights", At any rate there is less tendency than formerly to argue ‘potnesrs 

as farm labor shortage, OPA, price control, higher prices, farm maohindey) | 

According to some informants in the sample counties "oeople are spending Hot b Ones 

money and would spend more if goods and labor were available to do the things they 

would like to do," There is a definite movement toward the improvement of homes 

and the general raising of the level of living on the part of all. For the 

income groups, the improvement in the level of living is largely limited to. 

buying of more and better food and clothing, but for many of those in other econ- 

omic groups there is an urge to seek stendards in some cases. ‘approaching the- 

level, In the main, while more money is being spent by practically all 

the people are using good judgnent in their oun ees: Fike 

The McCulloch County FSA county supervisor stated thst hes hed difficulty mele 
some of their Tenant Purchase clients, "A few, not many, are eager to use the 
extra eee income for home and farm improvement beyond the Peer of business” 

ty. ne 
make advance pe xyments on their indebraduess so that Raa may ue a “back 
against the years when the farming situation may not be Be) Eee 

spending.” The above statement a&pproximates the ae bi in the county 

as far as the oe attitudes of the gala are concerned, Wat) 

@ great increase in spending. 
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There ies Pacredced attention to iit eae and welfare problems throughout the 

Region. The programs for the production, conservation, and preservation of foods 

for home use are being given more consideration all over the section, For ex- 
ample, in McCulloch County there are five regular canning centers with two addi- 

tional centers which are canning for the school lunchrooms only. These are to a 
large extent under the supervision of the Home Economics teachers or of competent 
local farm women. Some 30 demonstrations of food conservation and preservation 
methods have been held over the county under the auspices of the Home Demonstration 
Agent in some instances with the assistance of the FSA Home Sunervisor,. 

‘The supply of pressure cookers in Fisher County is fairly adequate. There have 

been some 20 applications for cookers while some 15 have been available, People 
are beginning to share their cookers with neighbors and there was little evidence 

of loss of produce due to lack of equipment, One LUE OIE stated that "A half- 

dozen or so of our neighbors do their canning at our house", According to reports 

; from technicians interested in the canning work, there are terial’ few of the 

lower economic groups ettending the canning genters, but many women from the higher 

economic groups ere attending consistently, At-one canning center Menon where 

five women were canning, the wife of a wage-enrner and a sharecronper's wife were 

members of the group. The landlords are helping and encoursging the members of the 

lower income groups in the county to produce and preserve food for the year, There 

are. three canning centers in the county conducted end supervised by the teachers 

Oe: Home Economics, with advice if snd when needed from the County Home Demonstra- 

tion Agent. These centers are ef furding PS ey to various groups of home- 

Botan center (the other two centers have just opened for work) the woman have been 
canning at the approximate rate o: 100 cans per day. Groups fron two financial 

brackets are using the facilities more consistently then other groups: Women from 

the upper financial brackets in Rotan, who have not made it a custom to preserve 

food and who have no home equipment for that purpose are consistently working at 

the canning center; end women from the lower financia! groups of both tow and 

count ry who have no canning equipmeat also work et the center, often side by side 

with their neighbors of more ener ees economic aa In the majority of 

CASES, the middle class of farm »nd town people, wi. have been accustomed to pre~ 

serving food each year ond have their own equipment, oon their food at home as has 

“been their habit, and rarely appear at the canning center, except to help others 

“with the program. The earnestness with which the wonen from the two extremes of 

the economic scale are working together on the common proolem of preserving food 

is a significent commentary on the importance attached to the food conservation 

problem in the community, which seems to be typical of the county as a whole. 

4 _ makers to town, village, and farm, so provide food for their families. At the 

a 

The: Fisher ary, Home Demonstration Agent is .t work on a county-wide food con- 

servation and preservation program. A canning cenver is mainteined and used when 
needed at the REA kitchen at the county seat, where groups of women are assisted 

in their canning operations. The kitchen is fully equipped with electrical appli- 
ances, end the only charge made for its use is the cost of the current used, In 

an. effort to reach all sections of the county, 44 one-day schools are being held 
to. teach and demonstrate the best and lntest methods of canning and preservation 
of foods. Tt is reported that attendance at these schools ranges from 6 to 20 

women. : ; 

ier 



Programs relating to conservation and preservation of food wer 
at 10 canning centers in McCulloch County, In addition to the 1 
canning activities were being conducted in homes all over the county, 
owned pressure cookers were providing canning facilities for those 
One member of a demonstration club had canned for 12 different famil 
processed 1,126 containers, and 19 different varieties of foods 

' 

War Participation ~ 
0 pease wet eeeeeeenten remnant am RR 

The majority of farmers in the sample counties give loyal support to the 
Government control programs as far as local operation is concerned, but the 
Some irritation over the fact, as it appears to the farmer, that vari 
authorities on, the national level have persistently underestimated th 
of the farmers' problems of adjustment to meet wartime production goals | 
port of their thesis, they point to the imminent loss of crops from -lack hh, 
labor, due, in their judgment, to the wavering and uncertain policies of the Wa 
Manpower Commission; the drafting of key farm workers for the Armed Fo by - 
Selective Service Boards; to the unequal price ceilings established by OPA, wt 
often tend to hinder rather than increase production; and to the rationing pro 
which in some instances have allotted machinery and equipment seemingly with 
knowledge of or consideration for the local farming needs. There is also a. 
but influential group whose members look with misgivings on all forms o 
control, ; | HIRE actu skies ( 

There are 725 men from Fisher County in the Armed Forces, 465 of whom ar 
There is considerable criticism of the Selective Service Board over the 
many key farm workers have been drafted; mony cleim that the drafting of 
is one of the major causes of the present farm labor crisis, and that t 
should have given more careful consideration to the needs of the farm for trai 
workers, It is claimed that the food production front is of supreme importance. 
in the war effort, The fact that Fisher County is strictly a rursl count: 
any quota filled for the Armed Forces must come in large measure from 
complicates the situation, The determination of the Selective Servi 
fill the county quotas and to play no favorites has perhaps led in some i 
to a failure to discriminate between the really "essential" farmers and ; 

is awaiting his call, It will be impossible to replace him, and his goin 
a real loss to the farming interests of the county, This is reported as 

and with the progress of the war and the increasing drain on farm labo 
lem is becoming intensified, ole oy a ane ine 

The attitude of the McCulloch County farmers toward Government crop 
trol efforts is quite different from the attitude toward other war pr 
is growing opposition to and criticism of the Government controls on Which approaches bittemess in some eases, The changes made in the cro _. programs by the authorities at Washington during the crop season is tl much critioism and the cause of much unrest among the farmers, They mai 
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_ these changes came so quickly that there was no time to adjust to them, There is 
-, @ feeling: that there are too many semi-independent agricultural agencies and that 

~ a.better coordination of effort would result in better service to the farmers. 
‘Certain price controls are criticized on the basis that equitable price relations 
have not been established between various products that affect the farmer, It is 
claimed that the prices set for feed, livestock, and food products from livestock 
show no understanding of the problems involved and the conclusion frequently ar- 

rived at is that all controls should be removed from farm operations, The ration- 
ing of farm machinery and implements is also criticized, However, the situation 
in the county is fairly satisfactory from the standpoint of farm equipment as there 
is a reasonably adequate supply except in the case of combines for the combine 

~MALzZE,- 

The Desha County Second War Loan Drive is illustrative of how the Second War Loan 
went over in the Region, It began on April 7 with a county-wide meeting at McGehee 
and over $200,000 was subscribed by May 1, the quota being $176,000, Ninety-seven 

y percent was purchased through banks and only & percent through post offices, This 
indicates to some extent the small base upon which the bond sales rest. Most of 
the: bonds. were either sold to individuals in lerge denominations or else were 

bought by banks having large amounts of niorgayes funds. The Red Cross War Fund 
_ Drive in March surpassed its quota of $1,600 by $200, A total of 1,127 subscrip- 

tions were made, or an average subscription of $1,60, Seventy-two percent of the 

rey i, 

I: subscriptions were for $1 or less, 10 percent over $1 but less than $5, 9 percent 
Re aes a $5. Only 35 Negro subseri bers were acknowledged, Since the Red Cross drive 

a is perhaps the most general money drive, it is particularly significant. There 
are roughly 6,000 families in Deshe County, of whom approximately 1 in 5 contrib- 

: uted to the Bed Cross in March 1943, This represents about 7 cents per capita for 
pe total population, Taking only the white population, it would appear that ap- 

+. proximately half the families subscribed to the Red Cross, contributing an average 
_ of 16 cents per capita of the white population, 

Diet enor County residents are keenly interested in the war and in general seem to 
_ approve of the way in which it is being conducted. Some of the residents are not 
too well informed on the most recent developments, and for many the feeling of 

personal identification with the war effort is not very strong. This applies par- 
ticularly to residents of some of the more isolated areas where mail is received 
_ very infrequently (perhaps every week or two) and life goes on much as it did be- 
fore. Yet even in such situations, one is frequently surprised by the amount of 

interest and information displayed. concerning developments, both on the home front 

---and the battle front, However, participation in the various financial drives and 

other civilian war programs is still limited in the main to the residents of the 

towns and a relatively few well-to-do farmers, War bond sales in the county for 
dune amounted to a total of some $70,000, of which $56,675 worth were sold by the 
_Wilburton Bank, $13,687 by the Wilburton Post Oriice, a $425 by the Red Oak Bank, 
This total was more than six times the assigned quote but the latter was consid- 
erably reduced for Latimer and other eastern Oklahoma counties out of consideratior 
for losses sustained through flood damage. Total sales for May were under $10,000, 

. which amount was considerably less than the assigned quota, 

Late in June the Latimer County Civilian War Council was reorganized in an attempt 
to. develop @ more active program and to secure wider participation of individuals 
and organizations in the various civilian war programs, A full slate of committees 

pnd block leaders for the towns has been appointed and considerable interest ap- 

pears to have been developed. 

x 



and Institutional Adjustments a 

Latimer County te i si a ae 

sessions in 1942, 
f- 

Outside the towns there is some evidence that the loss of young people to war 
dustries and the Armed Forces, coupled with the necessity for harder work and 
longer hours for those who are left, have tended to reduce informal recreatio: 
activities and attendance at church and other public meetings, On the other hand 
there is probably somewhat more exchange of labor and machinery and increased co: operation in transportation and marketing activities, Many farmers are exchanging labor in the current hay harvest, 4 We ei: CS 

The various communities of Latimer County are normally highly independent and_ self-contsined and on the whole the war has probably tended to strengthen the: tendencies, At the same time’ the residents have been made more conscious of 
events that are occurring in remote perts of the world. i : aaa Se | ie | Bat Le eet 
One of the town churches in Wilburton has recently been holding a series of re- vival meetings with a. special evangelist brought in for the purpose, Another. he _bsen sponsoring a "community song service" which is open to everyone and which 
reported to be well-attended and much enjoyed. Meetings are held at eight 
on Sunday evenings, 2 9 oes? Ave i 

Two youths were recently arrested for breaking up a revival meeting at one of the county churches, This may suggest a need for organized recreational facilities wnich are almost totally lacking in the county, Hunting and fishing are widely practiced although © shortage of ammunition has reduced the amount of the former, | 
The chief recreational center in the county is provided by a lake with camping, bathing, boating, and fishing facilities in Wildeat Den State Park, a few miles. northwest of Wilburton. This is a very attractive place and prior to gasoline rationing, drew many patrons from a wide Surrounding area, Some 5,000 persons are said to have visited the lake on the Fourth of July this year, Boy Scouts of the State hold an annual summer camp at the park, but attendence this year i said to have been much smaller than usual, " ore tice Hi s mee 

Deshe County 

The war is becoming ‘increasingly real to the people of Desha County, Almost 
family is proud of the fact that it has at least one boy or girl in the Armed Forces, One of the most interesting window displays to the citizens | eGo. 
the Arkensas Power and Light Company's display of pictures of native ! | sae daughters in the various services, Very few persons pass the store wind stopping to look and discuss various individuals, — | pce, 
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ary way of doing things. Up to the present ee the white population has 
ted to the situation by allowing more choice of work to the worker, increased 

, more consideration as to hours worked, and more leniency toward infractions 
évi ously well-defined norms, Just how far this accomodation process will go 

1 rd to say but there is some evidence that it cannot go much further without 

overt efforts to enforce more "desirable" relationships. 

which set in about 1940 toward increased cooperate effort in the community 

oarent ly leveled of f Cooperative use of combines, rakes, mowers, balers, 

ills, tractors, disks, and sire services is confined to those communities 
there are considerable numbers ue small, independent farm families. How- 

eiseaten® mikes for Poe ceteat use iP machinery, comparable to the coopera- 

effort among family-size farmers. Community life for the majority of families 
oo Bee as it did before the WALs The economic communities are identical for 

e evidence cen be found £6 indicate that the community is changing significant- 
5 either whites or ESET ORs Gasoline rationing ere does not prevent 

vee institutional se te Ue in the offing. A number of planters re- 

selves, Many will be asking for a tenant lease next year if this year's har- 
_ proves bountiful, On the other hand, planters say they are going to be look- 
or more sharecroppers, It is reported that a number of croppers were able to 
arms last year end many moré are expected to do.so this year. 

informants observed that more Negroes are now taking out licenses to marry 

, result of social security and dependency requirements, and generally improved 

: | McCulloch County 

re is some indication of a revival of neighborhoods and small tows in McCulloch 
1 Prior to the war ae and neighborhoods:hed been definitely on the dee 
1c for a deende or two due to decrease in the rural population, changes in ten- 

status, and increased use of automobiles. The chief expression of attitudes 
rd business and industry usually took the form of criticism of the methods 

d by the distributors of protein feeds. Farmers and livestock men are of the 
on that something more then a shortage of proteins is responsible for the dif- 

ity in securing livestock feed, They do not criticize lebor for seeking good 
Mv -but_are inclined to resent the fact that industry is able to pay higher 
wage than the farmers are able to pay. There is almost universal condemnation of 
strik eS soe the war emergency. 



each thee more than has been the case in’ roueas decades. “San 

the neighborhoods support this view, while others claim that Ms 

They say, “We have always been pretty good neighbors out here." 

idence supports the view that there is a slight. revival of the nei 

some increase of trade for the small town and the crossroads store. 

skepticism among the farmers as to the sincerity of big business in th 

or at any other time, In private conversation ee ALE made. UC 

packers are responsible for the meat situation” "T think the cotton | 

were responsible for the feed shortage last eet There was. plenty 9 

pee ik the seed men wanted to force the removal of acreage control. 

crop"; "The price of bought feed is too highs the price of hogs too low; big 

ieiness wins and we lose on both counts", These statements are made u 

out rancor and sometimes with a smile,, ye they represent a distrust 

ness" which is somewhat deeply ingrained. When questions are raised re 

organized labor and strikes the reactions tend to be immediate and high 

al. It is the consensus that industry, p particularly war industry, pay 

wages for too few hours, In fact, the high wage paid by industry i 

of the major causes of the farmer's labor shortage, They say, “We dor 

farm worker for seeking a job at high WEBES 5 but industry oughtn't to pa 

The farmer can't feed the world and compete with such wages." There is 

general feeling that strikes should not be permitted in war pe and 

ment is expressed toward workers "who strike in a time like this" Man 
drastic Federal legislation to outlaw strikes. ous 

; i . ‘Johnson County ee 

Johnson County, loented within - ‘the necropolis ten area of Dallas and’ Fort W rt 

experienced marked changes in rural life conditions during: recent years & 

is divided opinion as to whether these changes will lead to improvement, 

further disintegration of the rural life situation, For a number of yea 

has been a rather steady out-migration from the rural areas of the county, wh: 

has been accelerated. none: the war ea The farms. ene not. ae s ff 

who. live on the fot end work in industries at Cleburne, Tel ine! and Port 
The institutions and organizations of the rural areas as well as the farm B. 
ities have suffered as 1 result of the various changes. he. rural churches h 
declined, A rural merchant stated, “Phe rural. ee heave about passed awa 
The country people come to the ville Be church," The consolidation of 

‘schools tended to center attention away from che local neighborhood, ar 
‘with the improvement of transportation facilities, increased the imp: rt 
larger community centers, One of the older citizens of one community 
ae BOS the decline of the small li eatarilont st) Our country: on 

yea as Ge he war has sanded things ey iketie., 

iopens on each other a bit more since the emergency and hase 
may lead to the revival of the small neighborhoods, ae ee 
rond stores, where they still exist, are doing & better Mises r:) 

eb progrems beran," | : 
' 


