%‘““‘“\N Ag Econ sxes
/‘ RESEARCH IN AGRICUITURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their
employer(s) is intended or implied.


https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service

— U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO)

About PVPO

Marketing New Plant Varieties by Protecting Plant
Breeders’ Innovation

Plant variety protection is used by plant breeders as an important marketing tool that protects their
innovation. The AMS Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO) provides intellectual property rights protection
to breeders of varieties of seed propagated and asexually reproduced plants that are new, distinct,
uniform, and stable. Based on the Plant Variety Protection Act and in compliance with the International
Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), we examine new variety characteristics in order
to grant certificates that protect varieties for 20 years (25 years for woody vines and trees).

Plant Variety Protection Certificates

This voluntary program is funded through payment of application fees for certificates of protection and
creates an incentive for the development of new and improved varieties adapted to changing farming
conditions. New varieties can increase yield and crop productivity, increase farmers’ income, and expand
trade and economic growth.

Plant variety protection certificates are recognized worldwide and speed foreign plant variety protection
application filing. The PVPO works actively with members of UPOV to promote cooperation on the
standards for variety examination.

Continued on next page
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Benefits of Plant Variety Protection
Once plant variety protection is granted, certificate owners have exclusive legal rights to market and to
exclude others from selling their varieties for 20 years (25 for woody vines and trees).

Other benefits of plant variety protection include:
® Provisional protection upon application receipt
e Priority when filing in another country
e User-friendly filing without the need for an attorney
e No annual maintenance fees
e Applicant-conducted field trials

Application Requirements

Before applying to PVPO, applicants should have bred a new variety, completed distinctness trials, and
chosen a unique name for it. The variety needs to be:

e New: Not sold commercially or sold for less than a year in US or less than 4 years Internationally.

Distinct: Distinguishable from any other publicly known variety.

Uniform: Any variations are describable, predictable, and commercially acceptable.

Stable: When reproduced, the variety will remain unchanged from the described characteristics.

Plant Variety Protection Advisory Board

The Plant Variety Protection Act provides for a Plant Variety Protection Board to be appointed by the U.S.
Secretary of Agriculture. The Plant Variety Protection Board consists of 14 members representing farmers,
the seed industry, trade and professional associations, and public and private research institutions
involved with developing new plant varieties. Members of the Plant Variety Protection Board provide
oversight and guidance to the program on plant variety protection issues.

PVPO Statistics

e PVPO receives approximately 500 applications per year

e More than 445 certificates are issued annually

® The average amount of time from application to issuance is 17 months

e 8,450 Certificates of Protection are currently in force

e PVPO protects over 400 species with more being added all the time

e PVPO Top Crops: Soybean, Wheat, Corn, Potato, Cotton, Pea, Barley, Lettuce, Field Bean, and Rice
International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV)
PVPO follows the UPOV 1991 agreement and guidance for Distinctness, Uniformity, and Stability (DUS)
trials, forms, and cooperation between authorities.
Contact Information
Email: PYPOmail@usda.gov
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