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● Female representation in politics is still dismal 
despite the positive impacts due to higher cost for 
women to run

● Female politicians are more dynastic than male 
politicians (e.g., Folke et al (2021); Geys and 
Smith (2017)) → Dynasty as a way to decrease 
cost

● Dynasties tend to have negative economic and 
political impact (Asako et al. (2015); Bragança et al 
(2015); Dar (2019); George (2020))

● Two opposing forces:
○ Female politicians tend to have positive impacts 

on their constituents
○ Dynastic politicians tend to have negative 

impacts on their constituents
● What is the net impact of female dynasts on public 

goods?

Background and Motivation

● TWFE specification:
yit = 𝛼it + 𝚺s≠2014 1[s=t] ✕ Di ✕ 𝛽s + Xi𝛿 + 𝜀it 

● Event studies specification:
yict = 𝛼i +𝜆t + 𝚺6

k=7 Dk(ct) ✕ 𝛽k + Xi𝛿 + 𝜀ict 

Empirical Strategy Results: Event Studies

● Exploit Indonesia’s recent changes in local 
government structure and election system to 
evaluate the impacts of female dynastson the 
provisions of public goods

● Use difference-in-difference and event studies 
design to empirically evaluate this at the district 
level

Objectives

Results: Contemporaneous TWFE

● Suggestive evidence that female dynasts are 
better in providing infrastructure prioritized by 
central government and those whose decision 
are within their jurisdiction
○ Female dynasts may be more efficient due to 

the strength of their network (clientelism)
● Potentially good short term, can be very bad in 

the long term

Conclusion

Results: Potential channels

● Dynasty data: District-level election data from 
2015, 2017, 2018 with dynasty status variable 
(Kenawas, 2020)

● Public goods data: Indonesian Village Potential 
Survey (PODES) 2011, 2014, 2018, 2020, 2021
○ Education, health, household, electricity 

infrastructure  
○ Also aggregated into index

Data

Results: Heterogeneous TWFE


