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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP AGRICULTURE
BUREAU OF HOME ECONOMICS

FARM FAMILY LIVING, 1920-1935 ft JUL 1 5 1937 ft
By Me&ora M. Ward, Assistant Economist, Economics Di nLsipii „ .

. ,U.S. Department of Agriculture

In order to answer many of the questions which a *e referred to
the Bureau of Home Economics, data are needed on the my "fw~i T~nmTT£^"~"""~
allocate their cash expenditures; on the money value of the food, fuel,

and other items contributed "by the farm to the family living; and on
the total money value of the goods and services which combine to make the
content of the family living. Prior to 193& no nation-wide survey of farm
family consumption habits had been attempted. However, some of the needed
information is available in published reports of studies of farm family
living, and in summaries of family-living account books which have been
male in the different states. Much of the more recent material is in
mimeographed or typewritten reports. The available studies were made for
many different purposes, so that methods of collecting, classifying, and
presenting the data vary greatly.

This report summarizes data which have been assembled from 20
of these scattered studies of farm family living made in 3^ states during
the years 1920-1935* (See bibliography.) As the information more espe-
cially needed is for typical American farm families, several studies giving
family living data for Negroes, Mexicans, or other special racial groups
have not been included in this summary. The SO studies used do not, ex-
cept in a few instances, present data for individual families, but they do
present, for groups of families, information on average cash expenditures
and on money values of home-produced goods. The averages assembled refer
to US5 groups, and represent 1£,S93 families. The largest group studied
was one of 717 families. Illinois, with 133 groups, has the largest num-
ber of averages, while four states; New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Missouri
and Nevada, are each represented by only one average. These averages for
groups have been classified by region, valu&-of-living, and by 11 items,
such as food, clothing, and household operation, into which money value of
family living is frequently divided for convenience in budget making, or
the keeping of household accounts.

Geographical Classification

All averages have been classified to fall within five geograph-
ical regions as follows: North Atlantic (which includes the New England
and Middle Atlantic States); South Atlantic; North Central; South Central;

and Western (which includes the Mountain and Pacific States). The numbers

of group averages and of families studied, by states, are shown on the

accompanying maps (charts 1 and 2). Thirteen percent of the averages, repre-

senting 12 percent of the families studied, are from the North Atlantic re-

gion; 10 percent of the averages, representing 12 percent of the families

studied, are from the South Atlantic region; 63 percent of the averages,

representing U9 percent of the families, are from the North Central region;

10 percent of the averages, representing 25 percent of the families, are

from the South Central region; and U percent of the averages, representing

about 2 percent of the families are from the Western region.
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A classification "by region makes possible a comparison of

consumption practices in different sections of the United States, al-

though, the number of families studied in the 20 groups in the Western

region probably is too small to he considered as a representative sam-

ple.

The average number of families per group varies from region

to region as follows: North Atlantic, 37 families per group; South

Atlantic, kk families; North Central, 31 families; South Central, 99
families; and Western, 16 families* For all regions together the

average number of families per group is 39*

Classification by money value of living

Grouping the data into classes by money value of current liv-
ing presented certain difficulties. In most studies of farm family liv-

ing, the money value of housing is either omitted or included as an

estimated figure. The basis for the estimate differs widely in the dif-

ferent studies. Therefore all money values which refer to housing have
been omitted in figuring the money value of current livingo Savings are
not included as a part of the money value of current living; but have
been considered as additional resources. Life insurance, investments,,
and payments on old bills and notes are included with savings in this

summaryc

Between 1920 and 1935 prices paid for commodities used for
family living varied greatly, being about one half as large in 1932 as

they were in 1920. Therefore, in order to make the data in this summary
comparable, it was necessary to eliminate, as far as possible, the effects
of these changes in price levels on the money value of the goods and ser-
vices purchased. This was done by adjusting money values of family living,

total cash expenditures, and expenditures for certain items to a 1935 base
by use of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics index numbers of "Prices
paid by farmers for commodities used for family maintenance. ,f The varia~
tions in the several indexes used, for the period of time covered by the
studies, are shown on the accompanying graphs (charts 3 and U).. The base
period for this series of indexes is 1910-191H.

After eliminating the money value of housing and adjusting the
remaining money value of family living to the 1935 price level, the effect
of differences in average family size was minimized by reducing this re-
maining money value to a per capita basis.

The averages for groups of families were next arranged into
several classes according to the 1935 Per capita money value-of—living
(minus housing). The interval used for class 1, was under $100; class 2,

$100-199; class 3i $200-299, and continuing at the same rate of increase
up to higher classes of per capita money value of living (minus housing).
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Every attempt was made to eliminate variable factors before
classifying the data "by value- -of -living. However, due to the widely dif-
ferent methods used in the original studies it was not always possible, to
do this. For example, in assigning a money value to home-produced food,
fuel, and other items consumed in the home, different prices were used.
In some studies the home-produced items were valued at the price which
would have been received had the products been sold at the farm. In
some studies village or city retail prices were used as the basis for
estimating money values, and in a few studies a money value somewhere
between the farm price and a retail price was assigned. In most of the
studies the basis for assigning a money value to home-produced items
was not given. The different bases used in assigning money value to
home—produced goods, affected both the money value of the item in
question and the total money value of family living.

The value-of-living and regional classification of the Hg5
averages, representing 13,S93 families, included in this summary are
shown in table 1. (All tables appear in the attached table appendix.)
Two and one-half percent of the averages, representing not quite 3 per-
cent of the families, are in the lowest class; 32 percent of the averages,
representing 37 percent of the families, in the second; about 39 percent
of the averages, representing about 53 percent of the families, in the
third; 15 percent of the averages, representing only 6 percent of the
families in the fourth class; and 11 percent of the averages represent-
ing less than 2 percent of the families are in the classes with an
average 1935 Per capita value -of-living (except housing) of $^4-00 and
over.

The average number of families per group at the different levels
is as follows: Glass 1, U5 families per group; class 2, ^5 families; class

3, 53 families; class 15 families; class 5» 5«5 families. Table 2 shows
the proportion of averages in each value~of-living class for all the states
which are reioresented by 15 or more averages.

For each class the averages showing per capita money value- -of

-

living (minus housing) were arrayed in order of magnitude. Similar arrays
were made for per capita cash expenditures and per capita savings. (Due

to variations of method in the original studies, the same number of aver-

ages do not appear in all the arrays.) The extreme range of the averages
in each array is wide; the range of averages which includes the middle
half of the families is greatly narrowed, and may, perhaps, suggest the

usual consumption or expenditure pattern of a large number of the families.

This narrower range should be useful in making suggestive budgets for fami-

lies at different economic levels.

Tables 3> ^» and 5» respectively, summarize the per capita money
value—of-living (minus housing) , per capita cash expenditures and the per
capita savings, in terms of range of averages and the average including
the median family by value-of-living classes and by region. Of the 12
averages in the lowest class, 10 represented families living in the South.





In this class the range of averages including the middle half of the fami-
lies was from $7^ to $93 per capita for money value -of -living (except
housing); and from $Ul to $^5 per capita for cash expenditures. The aver-
age savings of these families was only one dollar per capita per year.
Savings have "been summarized without any adjustment to minimize the effect
of the changes in purchasing power of the dollar which occurred "between

1920 and 1935.

With a per capita value of goods and services (except housing)
of less than $100 a year, living was undoubtedly very meager; approximately
one-half was supplied "by the farm. Careful planning must have "been neces-
sary to supply even the "barest necessities*

In the second class the range of averages including the middle
half of the families was from $136 to $181 per capita for money value-of~
living (except housing); from $77 to $lU2 per capita for cash expenditures;
and from $3 to $10 per capita for savings. More than one-third of the fami-
ilies studied were included in averages in this class. The contribution
from the farm to the money value of family living was very important "but

proportionately not so large as in the lowest class. Cash expenditures
were from two to three times as large, and savings from three to ten times
as large as in the lov/est class*

The third class included the largest number of averages, repre-
senting more than half of the families studied. The range of averages
including the middle half of the families was from $220 to $256 per capita
for the money valu&~of~living (minus housing); from $151 to $190 per capita
for cash expenditures; and from $g to $1S per capita for savings. The farm
contributed roughly one-third of the money value-of-living (except housing)
and savings were small. However, average per capita cash expenditures were
approximately four times as large as in the first or lowest class.

The range of averages which represent the middle half of the fami-
lies in the fourth class was from $311 to $35^ Per capita for value-of-liv-
ing (minus housing); from $198 to $227 per capita for cash expenditures;
and from $lU to $UU for savings. Six percent of the. families were classi-
fied at this level. As the money value of living increased the proportion
contributed "by the farm became relatively smaller and savings increased.

The class having average per capita values-of~living (except

housing) of $H00 or over brings together data from about 3°0, or 1.6 per-
cent, of the families studied. The average per capita value-of-living
(minus housing) was $600 or more for nineteen of these families, so the
class is both smaller and less homogeneous than the others studied. The
range of averages covering the middle half of the families was from $1+30

to $520 per capita for money value-of-living (minus housing); from $3&2 to

$^56 per capita for cash expenditures; and from $51 to $136 per capita for

savings. The contribution from the farm was relatively small and a con-

siderable amoTint was saved.
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Chart 5 shows the progressive increase from the lowest to the
highest class in per capita cash expenditures and money value -of -living
(except housing); for groups including the middle half of the families
and chart 6 shows the corresponding increase in savings*

Classification "by items of family living

The following classification into the various items of family
living lias "been used wherever possible, although in many studies a large
percentage of the total expenditures were included in such indefinite ex-
penditure groups as "unclassified", "miscellaneous", "development", "ad-
vancement", or "all other," Expenditures so indefinitely classified do

not appear in any summaries "by items*

1. Food is separated into home-produced and purchased items, The
latter includes candy, ice cream, drinks, and meals purchased outside the
home, as well as groceries and meats.

2» Clothing expenses include those for ready-to-wear garments; ma-
terials for garments made at home; accessories such as "umbrellas, pocket-
hooks, and jewelry; and all expenditures for upkeep and repair,

3. Household operation expenses include those for fuel, light, water,
ice, telephone, and telegraph, household supplies for kitchen, laundry, and
"bathroom, paid service, stationery supplies, and postage.

Tran sipor tat i on expenses include the portion of automobile costs
attributed to family living, as well as expense for train, trolley car,

bus fares, and other transportation costs. In these farm family studies
most of the transportation costs were for automobile.

5« Hecreation expenses include those for reading matter, association
dues, entertaining, theater, concert and lecture tickets, dances, games and
toys, camera and athletic supplies, musical instruments, pets and tohacco,

6, Furnishings and equipment expenses include those for such items as

furniture, floor coverings, curtains, shades, hangings, "bedding, linen,

tableware, silver, pictures, plants, equipment for sewing, laundry or

kitchen, trunks, and hand luggage and any repairs or storage on the same.

!• Personal items in most studies include expenditures for toilet
articles, cosmetics, perfume, barber and beauty shop service, but in some

of these studies such items as toba.cco, soft drinks, or even jewelry were
classified as a "personal 11 expense.

S. Medical care expenditures include fees for doctor, dentist, occu-

list, nurse, expenses for hospital care, medicine, eyeglasses, surgical
appliances, special treatments, health and accident insurance.





9« Education expenses include cost of "books and supplies, "board and
lodging at school or college, tuition for school, college, music, drawing,
or other special instruction.

10. Community Welfare expenditures include contributions to religious,
charitable and welfare organizations, income taxes, and personal taxes.

Gift expenditures were those of personal nature not included in
community welfare.

Many of the original studies used in this summary did not go into
detail as to the exact goods and services included under the specified classi-
fication headings. When such information was not given, it has "been assumed
that the above classification was the one used.

For each money value- of-living class, the expenditures for each of
the above items were arrayed "by order of magnitude. Summary tables for each
item show, "by region, the range of average expenditures of all groups of

families; the range of average expenditures including the middle half of the
families; and the average expenditure of the group containing the median
family*

Money value of food and expenditures for

food by value-of~liying classes

This summary shows that for all the value~of~living classes, when
the value of housing was not included, food was the most important single

item of living for nearly all of the groups of farm families considered.

Adjusted to 1935 price levels, the averages representing the money
value of food consumed "by all groups of families in the first or lowest class

ranged from $^3 to $65 per person, and from $55 to $65 per person for the

groups including the middle half of the families. Fifty-nine dollars was the

average per capita money value of food for the group which included the median
family. The average amount of cash spent for food ranged from $9 to $39 per

person for all groups, and from $16 to $17 per person for groups including

the middle half of the families*

The range of averages including the middle half of the families

indicates that at this low level two-thirds or more of the food used was

home-produe ed.

The studies from which these data have "been assembled did not use

a uniform basis for estimating the money value of home-produced food. The

quantities and kinds of food were not enumerated. Therefore it is impossible

to judge the relative adequacy or inadequacy of the food consumed.

Data on money value of food and expenditures for food in the- lower

and higher classes are presented in tables 6 and 3. For all groups of fami-

lies in the lowest class, the purchased food took from 29 to 66 percent of





average total cash expenditures; for groups including the middle half of
the families, food expenditures were from 32 to U6 percent of the total.
Data on the proportion of total expenditures allotted to food are pre-
sented in taole 9 and chart "J,

In the second value-of-living class, the average per capita
value of all food showed a wide range from $53 "to $lUl per year. The
range of averages for purchased food ws.s from $15 to $73* Averages repre-
senting the middle half of the families ranged from $75 to $97 for all
food, and from $21 to $HH for purchased food. The group including the
median family had an average per capita value of all food of $86.

For all groups of families in class 2, food took from l6 percent
to 6l percent of the total cash expenditures. For the groups which in-
cluded the middle half of the families, food used from 26 percent to 36
percent.

A majority of the groups of families studied were in the third
value-of-living class where the average money value of food was from $69
to $1SU per person. The average money value of food of the group includ-
ing the median family was $119. In this third value-of-living class aver-
age food expenses ranged from $13 to $103 ^or all groups of families, and
from $37 to $53 for groups including the middle half of the families. The
range of percentages including the middle half of the families show that
from 22 percent to 31 percent of the total cash was "being allotted to food.

Data on the money value of all food, and home-produced food; cash spent for

food; and proportion of total cash expenditures allotted to food at these
three and two higher levels are shown in tahles 6 to 9 and charts 7 and S.

The cash spent for food and the total money value of food in-

creased with the value -of-living, hut the proportion of the total cash
allotted to food decreased as the money value of current living increased.
A smaller proportion of the total food was home-produced as the total money
value -of -living increased.

Cash expenditures for food were smaller in the Southern states

than in other sections of the country. This indicated a somewhat greater

dependence on hone-produced foods throughout the Southern states than for

other regions.

Clothing Expense

Expenditures for clothing usually take the second largest share

of the farm family* s cash.

Average per capita clothing expenditures for groups of farm fami-

lies in the lowest value -of -living class ranged from $5 to $lU per year at

1935 money levels. Small as these expenditures were they represented from

15 to 33 percent of the total cash spent. Eor groups including the middle

half of the families average expenditures ranged from $11 to $13 and repre-

sented from 25 to 33 percent of all money spent. Needless to say, only





the most essential garments, and these in very low qualities could he
purchased with the amounts reported.

In the second value of living class, average per capita clothing
expenditures ranged from $3 to $37 for groups including all families, and
from $18 to $28 for groups including the middle half of the families. The
average expenditures of these latter groups required from 20 to 30 percent
of the total cash spent* Although approximately twice as much was spent
by these families as "by families in the lowest value -of-living class,
clothing purchases must still have "been most carefully considered if $18
to $28 met the needs for a year.

In this class geographical location and climatic variations
seemed to make little difference in the amount spent for clothing. While
there are variations in the extreme range, the average expenditures of the
group including the median family differ only slightly, /

In class 3» where most of the families in this summary fall,

average per capita clothing expenditures range from $15 to $56 for groups
including all families, and from $30 to $39 for the groups containing the
middle half of the families. These latter groups were using from 18 to 26

percent of their total cash expenses for clothing.

It is interesting to note that as the value -of-living increases
clothing expenditures increase relatively faster than food expenditures.
For example, the average money value of food in class 3 was about twice

that of class 1. Clothing expenditures were approximately three times

as great in class 3 as in class 1. As living improved expenditures for

clothing increased hut the proportion of total cash allotted to clothing

decreased. In the lowest value~of~living class studied, clothing took

about one-third of the total cash while at a high value~of~living class,

5 and over, only about one-sixth of the total was used for this purpose.

Regional data on clothing expenditures and on the proportion

of the total cash allotted to clothing for several value-of-living classes

are shown in tables 10 and 11, and chart 9,

Household Operation

Household operation expenditures were usually third in impor-

tance in the farm family spending. An array was made using family ex-

penditures, as well as one using per capita expenditures, inasmuch as

expenses for household operation are not so definitely influenced by the

size of the family as are some of the other expenses.

In the lowest value-of-living class the range of average family

expenditures for household operation was from $10 to $59 for all groups.

Groups including the middle half of the families were spending from $10 to

$29 per family, which represented 6 to 11 percent of the total cash ex-

pendi tures.





The range of average expenditures for household operation of

the groups including the middle half of the families were as follows:
Value~of-living class 2, $31 to $SS per family; class 3, $6g to $1^3;
class K, $127 to $159; class 5 and over, $1*40 to $233 per family. As a
rule, operating expenses took less than 20 percent of the family cash,

"but in extreme cases as much as 27 percent was used.

Eousehold operation expenses increased even faster with the
value-of-living than did clothing expenses; the range of average expenses
representing the middle half of the families was approximately three times
as large in the second class as in the first or lowest, and about five
times as large at the third.

When household operation expenses are considered as a proportion
of total expenditures there seems to he no well defined trend. In the
second and third value-of-living classes discussed a larger proportion was
used than in the lower and higher classes. The ranges of average family
expenses for household operation are shown in tables 12 to 13 and chart 10.

A comparison of regional expenditures for household operation shows
that in value-of-living classes 1 to 4 average family expenditures were
somewhat less in the South Atlantic states than in other regions.

In some cases home-produced fuel and ice contributed to the total
money value of household operation. Average total money value of household
operation and average cash expenditures "by region and level of living, both
on a per capita basis are shown in tables 1*4 and 15. Chart 11 shows total
money value of, and expense for household operation by value* -of-living
classes for the range of averages including the middle half of families.

Only a few of the studies gave any detailed breakdown of house-
hold operation expenses. These showed fuel, as the item of major impor-
tance, tailing anywhere from 25 to 65 percent of the operating expenses.
Supplies took from 7 to *43 percent; light, from 1*4 to 23 percent; paid
help, from 1 to 23 percent; and telephone from 5 to 17 percent.

Furniture and Equipment

The range of average yearly per capita expense for furniture
and equipment by region and value -of -living are shown in table l6. Sum-
marizing these expenses for the groups including the middle half of the

families we find the following averages? Value-of-living class 1, $2;
class 2, $3 to $7; class 3, $6 to $9; class *4, $11 to $19; class 5 and
over, $15 to $31- The highest per capita average expenditure for any
group was $32 per year. (See table l6 and chart 12.)

The more usual expenditures for furniture and equipment were
rather low in the three lowest value~of—living classes, but increased
sharply after the third; they averaged approximately twice as much in the

fourth value-of-living class as at the third.
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lurniture and equipment in rare instances used as much as 15

percent of the total cash expended. However, for all regions the average
expense for the division of the family living expenditures was not less
than 3 or more than 9 percent of the total cash expenditures of the groups
including the middle half of the families. The proportion of total ex-
penditures used for furniture and equipment, "by region and value-of-living
levels, are shown on table 17«

Families in the South Atlantic and South Central regions re-
ported somewhat smaller expenditures for furniture and equipment than those
in the other regions. These expenditures were highest in the Western region,
according to the small number of averages available*

Average money values of the four items of the "budget just dis-
cussed, as well as the money value -of-living, and cash expenditures were
adjusted to 1935 P-ice levels "by the appropriate Bureau of Agricultural
Economics indexes. Kb indexes are available to make such adjustments for
the other items of the family expenditures so the summaries which follow
are "based on the money values as of the date of the study, although, classi-
fication "by value-of-living is "based on figures adjusted to the 1935 noney
level*

Transportation

Transportation expense for these farm families was, for the most
part, the proper bion of the expenses of the family automobile which could
be charged to family living.

Considering only the highest group average for family transporta-
tion expenses in each value-of-living class the expenses increased very
rapidly from $^5 in the lowest to about ten times that amount in the fifth
class and over. (Chart 13*) Considering average expenditures of the groups
including the middle half of the families the increase is less marked. This
range of averages was from $32 to $73 in class 2; from $60 to $127 at class

3; from $66 to Sl6l at class k; and from $100 to $223 in the highest class.
In some cases transportation took as much as 30 percent of the cash expendi-
tures but for averages including three-fourths of the families this item did
not use more than lh percent of the total cash. This proportion increased
up to the third class but remained fairly stationary from that point on.

Trailsportation expenditures, and the proportion of total cash expenditures
allotted to transportation are shown on tables IS and 19*

A regional comparison of transportation expenses within the
second, third, and fourth value-of-living classes shows a rather wide vari-
ation from region to region.
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Medical Care

Medical expenses have "been summarized on a per capita "basis.

These expenses were a"bcmt fifth in importance for farm families, and for
the majority of the groups of families, did not take more than eight per-
cent of the total cash expenditures, although in extreme cases as much as
one-fourth of the family cash was required for medical care. See tahles
20 and 21, and chart lH.

The highest average per capita expense of any group for medical
care increased from $7 in the lowest to $12S in the highest of the five
value-of-living classes* However, all of the averages in the two lowest
classifications and averages including three-fourths or more of the fami-
lies in the three higher classes showed yearly per capita expenses for
medical care of $28 or less. Yearly per capita expense for medical care
hy value-of-living and region are summarized in tahle 20*

When medical care expenditures are compared hy regions a rather
close similarity of expenditures for all regions is noted. In the second
value-of-living class, groups including ahout one-fourth of the families
were spending less than $6 a person a year, and groups including the middle
half of the families were not spending more than $12 a person a year ex-
cept in the South Central region. In the third class, represented "by the
largest numher of averages and families, the similarity of expenditures is

even more marked when the range of averages including the middle half of
the fojnilies for each region is considered. In this class groups including
three-fourths or more of the families were spending less than an average of

$19 per person per year for medical care.

From a few studies which separated the medical expenditures into
items, we find that in the second classification "by value-of-living, from
23 to 72 percent of the total expense went to the physician; from 2 to 53
percent to nursing or hospital; from 3 to lU percent to the dentist; and
from 5 to 3^ percent for medicine and medical supplies.

Recreation

Recreation expenses have also "been summarized on a per capita
"basis as shown on table 22 and chart 15. These expenses, as did all other,

increased with the value-of-living, "but all averages in the first three
value-of-living classes and averages including three-fourths of the families
in higher classes reported average yearly expenditures of $21 per person or

less. Except in the class having a per capita value-of-living (except hous-
ing) of $H00 or over, three-fourths of the families were in the groups spend-

ing an average of $9 or less per person per year for recreation.

The more usual expenditures for recreation, as indicated "by the

range of averages including the middle half of the families, increased
sharply after the fourth classification.
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The proportion of total expenditures allotted to recreation

was fairly stable regardless of the value-of-living class. When the

averages including the middle half of the families are considered, these

expenses did not exceed 6 percent of the total cash expenses. (Table 230

Personal Items

The usual per capita expenditures of farm families for personal
items, as shown "by the averages including the middle half of the families,

reach a fairly stable level at about $l6 per person per year; they show no

appreciable increase after the fourth classification. (Chart l6.) In

fact in the first three classes the average per capita expense for this
item for the groups including three-fourths of the families did not exceed
$10 per year. The highest averages reported in any studies ranged from $5
per person per year in the lowest class to about four times that amount in
the third class and to about ten times that amount in the highest class
studied. (See table 2H.

)

Average expenditures for personal items did not usually take more
than 6 percent of the cash expenditures but took as much as 10 or 11 percent
in some cases. (Table 25.)

Education

Expenditures for education tend to increase rather rapidly in the
higher value-of-living classes, but in all classes one-fourth or more of
the families were in groups spending less than an average of $20 per family
per year for education. (Table 26.) Expense for education is influenced
very definitely by the ages of the family members. In many groups the
majority of the children were probably either below school age or attending
public schools, where only incidental items would need to be purchased from
the family funds. A few groups of families had average expenditures of
several hundred dollars per family for education. It is probable that these
groups included families who were sending young people to college.

Educational expenses did not usually take more than 8 percent of
the family cash expenditures, although in extreme cases this item of ex-
pense took as much as 29 percent of the family funds. (Table 27.) The
range of percentages representing the middle half of the families, indi-
cates that as the money value-of-living increases the proportion of total
expenditures allotted to education also increases.

Community Welfare and Gifts

Average expenditures of groups of farm families for community
welfare and for gifts have been summarized on a family rather than on a
per capita basis. These expenses are among the smallest reported in the
farm family's spending but increased with the value-of-living. (Tables
2S and 23, charts IS and 19.)
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The highest average expenditures for community welfare in-
creased from $18' per family at the lowest level to $172 at the highest
level considered in this summary. However, the range of averages in-
cluding the middle half of the families did not exceed $60 until the
highest class "by value-of-living was reached, and in all classes in-
cluded in this report one-fourth or more of the families were in the
groups whose expenditures for community welfare averaged less than $30
per family per year.

The highest averages for family expenditures for gifts" in-
creased at a fairly uniform rate from $11 in the lowest value-of-living
class to SS5 in the fourth, then increased sharply to $28^ in the highest
(fifth) class. The range of averages including the middle half of the

families stayed well "below $U0 until the highest level was reached. In

all classes, one-fourth or more of the families were in the groups re-
porting average annual expenditures for gifts of not more than $28 per
family.

The expenses for community welfare and gifts when considered
together did not, for the majority of averages, exceed 9 percent of the

total cash expenditures. This proportion increased with the value of
living. (Table 30.)

Summary of average expenditures of families in the most usual
value-of-living classes

Groups of families in every value-of-living class reported
average expenditures which indicated a wide range for each of the 11 items
into which expenditures are classified in this summary. When the averages
were arrayed by order of magnitude, those representing the middle half of
the families fell within comparatively narrow ranges. Figures showing
these ranges for the two value-of-living classes which together include
averages representing more than 90 percent of the families studied are
given in table 31 •

In this table the expenditures which are noticeably influenced
by family size are shown as average per capita expenditures, others are
shown as family expenditures. The lack of uniformity in the classifica-
tion used in the original studies accounts for the differences in the
numbers of averages -and families furnishing usable data for the specific
items. Many studies grouped several of the above expenditures under one
heading, in which case the data could not be used in this summary.

The range of average expenditures appearing in table 31» repre-
senting as they do the usual practice of a large sample of the rural popu-
lation should be useful as guides in planning farm family budgets. Similar
information for other value-of-living classes could be assembled from the
appendix tables which give the range of average expenses for the several
items of family living.
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