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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the chart book 

This chart hook brings together data throwing ll^it on trenda and 

differences among regions and States in rural family living and Important 

factors affecting these. The picture is far from complete, hut it is hoped 

that year-by-year better data will be available* 

Facts drawn up 

Pacts have been drawn from many sources: those from the Department of 

Agriculture include data gathered by the Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home 

Economics, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and the Farm Security Ad¬ 

ministration; those from other government agencies include data from the 

Departments of Labor and Commerce. 

Some charts included here are also in the Agricultural Outlook Chart 

Book. Bioseinterested in family living may find in it other charts of interest. 

The summaries of accounts sent by families to the colleges have also 

been used. It is important to bear in mind that the families whose accounts 

are summarised are not typical of all families in their respective States. 

In general, their incomes are considerably above the average. The group of 

families reporting changed somewhat from year-to-year, but those who came in 

appear to be quite similar in many ways to those who dropped out so the general 

picture over several years throws light on trends in consumption and of the 

effect of change on family behavior. It seems highly probable that for many 

things the practices of these families reflect the direction if not the magnitude 

of what is happening In the State. Minor changes from one year to the next in 

v 



consumption reported in these accounts should he overlooked. Change® in 

families reporting may he the cause even though over a period of three to 

five years the group reporting may in general represent the saae population. 

Wherever possible, data from these accounts are compared with those from other 

sources. 

Summaries from seven States are used, all hut one of these from the 

North Central Region. The number of families in other State stamaaries were 

too few or the reports covered too few years to use. 

How to order charts 

Larger copies of the charts and tabular material in this book may be 

purchased for a smell fee. Bequests should be addressed to the Family 

Economics Division, Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home Economics, U. S, 

Department of Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C., indicating the approximate 

size and number of copies desired. Charts should be identified by title 

and the negative number which appears in the Table of Contents. Where the 

accompanying table or text are not on the same page with the chart, the 

request should state whether copies of the table are desired. The purchase 

pride of the charts will vary according to the size and number of copie? 

requested. 
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B-l 

PERCENTAGE OF FARM FAMILIES IN NORTH CENTRAL AND 

SOUTHERN REGIONS KEEPING HOME ACCOUNT BOOK IN 1945 

percentage 

Farm families interviewed early in 1946 in&i- 

cated that shout 12 percent kept a home account 

book in 1945e The percentage keeping a record 

of family expenses was nsich greater in the North 

than in the South. Furthermore keeping an ac¬ 

count book was a less common practice among Negro 

than among white families. Owners arid tenants 

were much alike with respect to keeping accounts. 

All the families in this study of family liv¬ 

ing expenses were previously included in the 

Quarterly Survey of Agriculture for 1945 ^hich 

collected information an farm operation end far® 

expenses. It is not certain to what degree the 

families reporting that they kept sn account 

book separated the family from the farm expenses, 

or in how much detail they recorded expenditures 

for family living. 

Number and percent of North Central and 

Southern farm families keeping hem® 

account book in 1945» by *“©gion 

■ ------ 

Begion Total 

families 

Families keeping 

home account 

book 

Number Percent 

North Central 68? 137 19.9 

South 1,126 76 6.7 

Whit© 815 69 8.5 
Negro 906 6 2.0 

Base not 

reported 5 1 

Source! Unpublished datac Study of Farm 

Family Living Expenses, 1945» 

The families reporting account books summa- 

rized in this table are not necessarily the same 
as those submitting accounts to the State colleges 

whose incomes and expenditures are shown in other 

charts in this hook. 



B-2 

FARM INCOME OF FARM ACCOUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES 
IN FOUR STATES, 1934-1945 
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The average iaooa® of' these seoount~k»epiag families sbcsm a great i&sre&es during tfe© 
wear, These Inmsm carves should ha examined aloag with the eea&sosptlaa ©urvea iis the following 
pages. Definitions of inoois© used in the State summaries of assouat books differ so that 

©esparisons between States are not always possible. Different income patterns are revealed 
wh»n definitions ©f isssea® are changed. 

Average cash incosss of far® aeoouai-keeping families in four State®, 1945-45 

Bet ©ash Ibcob© Set ©ash in©o®e plus inventory da®o^@ 

Year Illinois 
Southeast Ian sa@ Iowa Southeast 
Minnesota Minnesota 

1934..... $2,063 
~TfJx£~~ 

~$T^W $1,234 
1935. 1.236 1.893 1.398 2.343 2,187 • 1.553 
1936..... 1.593 2,563 777 1,813 3.879 M17 
1937...*. 1.749 2.323 1,641 M96 2^61 1,461 
1938...., 1,853 2.160 346 2,108 2,140 544 
1939. 1.801 1.725 424 2,632 2,616 1,266 
1940..... 2,139 1,821 234 2,722 2.838 1,394 
1941..... 2,655 2.729 1,030 5,033 4,161 2,704 
1942. 3.655 4.268 2,003 8,045 5,766 3.947 
1943. 5.141 4,433 4,393 7,701 5,600 3.763 
1944..... 4.976 4.553 3.236 5.273 4.032 3,997 
1945. -4i70i-. - 4,655 4,189 4.419 3.481 
Source* Abbq&1 gaaasari®© of fara and faadly accounts reported to State colleges. 



CHANGE IN NET CASH FARM INCOME OF FARM 

ACCOUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES IN TWO STATES AND NET 

CASH INCOME OF PERSONS ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE 

IN U.S. 1929- 1945 

The trends in income of 

acoount-keeping farm fami¬ 

lies follow the general ii>» 

come pattern of the total 

farm population. Some States 

follow the variations in the 

national average more closely 

than others. It can be seen 

from preceding chart that 

southeast Minnesota during 

the war years followed much 

the same income pattern as. 

Illinois. 

Source! Bureau of Agricultur¬ 

al Economics and annual sum¬ 

maries of farm and family 

accounts to State colleges 

in Illinois and Kansas. 

Change in net cash fare income (excluding inventory change) 

of fare account—keeping families in two States and 

of persons engaged in agriculture in United States, 1929**45 

Index numbers (1935—^-939 s 100) 

Year 

Persons 

engaged 

in agri¬ 

culture 
in U.S. 

. iT. 

Illinois 

college 
account- 

keeping 
families 

Kansas 

college 
account¬ 

keeping 

families 

Year 

Persons 

engaged 

in agri¬ 

culture 
in U.S. 

1/ 

Illinois 

college 

account- 
keeping 

families 

Kansas 

college 

account- 

kesping 
families 

1929 126 101 19# 9S 113 ~w~ 
1990 95 94 1939 98 109 46 
1931 63 70 1940 104 130 26 
1932 42 55 1941 143 l6l 112 
1933 56 60 1942 204 222 218 
1934 78 61 144 1943 2S9 312 479 
1935 91 75 152 1944 291 302 353 
1936 104 97 85 1945 304 286 457 
!?37 no 106 179 
1/ Aggregate net income of farm operators (excluding value of in¬ 

ventory changes) plus wages of hired laborers divided by 
average farm employment. 
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PER CAPITA INCOME, BY REGION 1940 AND 1945 

DOLLARS 

1500 

1000 

5 00 

0 
UNITED FAR MIDDLE NEW CENTRAL NORTH SOUTH SOUTH 

STATES WEST EAST ENGLAND WEST WEST EAST 

Income payments to individuals doubled in the nation as a whole from 1940 
to 1945. The geographic regions maintained almost th© same ranking (first 
place shifted from th© Middle East to the Far West) but the relative spread in 
income decreased between the region with the highest and the lowest per capita 
income* Greatest percentage gains were made in the Northwest, Southeast and 
Southwest, all areas with incomes below the United States average. The percent¬ 
age increase was least in the areas of hi$i income—the Northeast, Middle East 
and Far West. 

Per capita income 1J in 1940 and 1945 in dollars and as percent of the United 
States per capita income and percent change 1940 to 1945 

Region 
Per capita income Increase 

in income 
1940-45 

Dollars Index, U .s. = 100 

1940 1945 IPHO 1945 Percent 

United States... 575 1,150 100 100 100 
New England..... 725 1,288 “ 126 112 ~w 
Middle East..... 752 1,370 131 119 82 
Southeast. 322 7 hi 56 bb 136 
Southwest. 399 906 69 79 127 
Central. 605 1,217 105 10b 101 
Northwest. 454 1,101 79 9b 142 
Far West. 750 1.^3 . 130 125 92 
T/ Income'payments to individuals. 
Source: U. S. Dept, of Commerce. 



G
R

O
S

S
 

FA
R

M
 I

N
C

O
M

E
: 

N
E

T
 I

N
C

O
M

E
 A

N
D

 
P

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N
 

E
X

P
E

N
S

E
S
 O

F
 F

A
R

M
 

O
P

E
R

A
T

O
R

S
, 

U
N

IT
E

D
 S

T
A

T
E

S
, 

1
9
1
0
-4

6
*

 

3-5 

3 ©^ 

£ 
o 
tft 
m 

o 

6 

vO — 
rv 

<0*0 
=1 3 CN 

° s Q “ 

o 
CN 

lO lO 

on 
on 
05 

0 

“—I 

1—. 

0 £ c*5 
5-, 
T 

E-, 

Co 
Co 
Co 

X--, 
l-s 

Q b 
o o b 

V ° l» „ 
O o 05 " 

c ° o 
05 >- 

e 13 e 
O *= i- 
(j *- CD o3 
C 03 3=f 

*4- CD 

<D — 
<D 03 ■owe 

c ro cd 
03 (D 

v- >,■ 
- o — 

00 Cl 0) 

— > 
CD — 

03 

CD 

03 ID 
o ^ 
»- CD 

o > 
4- <D 
Cl — 

’ T3 !<= 
C CD 
03- 

-CZ 
<D 
£E T3 
O o_ 
O O 
c o 

— <D 

CD ■ 
03 

CD 
^ j_ -a 

° ° c_ 

^ <0 E <0 
<i> *- .=r o 
Q (Dd- o (U 
X Cl CD CZ k_ 
<DO — — o3 

Ml 
E~-h 

i> s >% CD +-* 
— (D -C 

e 
i_ 

T3 C 
C 03 

CN to b *0 ■#-> CD 03 03 -C 

©•> :§ 
to 
t~. 

-03 ^ 
CL J_ O 

b 

=0 
to 

OJ -O 

*“ <D 
CD CD 

CD 
CD 
O 

cr >> 

O “ 
_~o 

g 

t£| 

"T 

C 03 & 
0)^0 
CD — 

e> a °- 
_ 03 

o CO 
— V_ > 

.. U 

e /" 
3 

O 

CN 

CK 

0 

0 

b 

05 

to h
a
v
e

 

h
 

i 
o
 h

 e
 

m
d
 

s
e

 

CD 
cz 
O c

o
n
s

 

m
o
r
e

 

CD * 
4_ <D 
O <1> 

-M o 
03 — 

03 
03 

CD »- 
T3 CD 
O CL 

° o, 

e o 
O 3 

CD 
L 

C*- . 
O 

a> <-L 
cL 

o 
CD 

e -c >» 
L_ CD -f-J 
03-— 

O 

.c 
c: u 
03 ■©> 

° 3 = 
cr 03 

^ “• 
_ <D X 
^ -C <D 

CD 

£ CD O c 
o — 

^ CD >» a l c cd ' 
X - JC 1 
(D . +_> « 

1,3 <D X 
e: cn 
° ^ <o 

— a> 

U U |_ D^J C 
-oCD._ ^ 

O — e 
4- C L 

Q. ID «3 «5 
O 
C T3 
-C >, 

CD 03 -O 

03 _ 

£ «* 
> 

<D — 

e o3 
o ^ 
o cr 
c (D 



B-5a 

43 

£3 

§ U 
© 
> 
s 
X 
iH 

Q 
a 

4> 
ss 
© 
I 
<9 £V, 

P
ro

d
u
c
ti

o
n

 
e
x
p
e
n
se

s 

M
il

li
o
n
 
d

o
ll

a
rs

 

c\vo o ino (o invo who mvo ir\ ir,^t »r»ir> m o ovsfr r-«-» vo to © vo ur.^so inK' 
cr^ CT\ pa cu cu pa ir%vp pa t~~ cvj cu cnvo Q-4 tnw ifvfoh=?>-t\) H®Wwes®o5^tr-H uS=t 
^VO to O H CU K- H lAiJ H ® 20 H41 ^ &*-o'* 60f'“OVDirsfAP'"-lHtCN,HP’»-© CU ^IC 60 OVPAI?' 

pa pa^j- jt jt -=J- v© a- eo o-nvd vo try^- jj- m cnv© tnv© v© a- cy\cr\ o s-s cu 
H rlH 

R
e
a
li

z
e
d
 
n

e
t 

in
co

m
e 

fr
o

m
 

a
g

ri
c
u

lt
u

re
 

£&$'£ » ssre £j m as rss mfkwa's sr® 
vo a-iaa-vd ovo cu a-v© o whhco p»voo paa-iovo a»«=i- © f-TPvstvo^ PAcr\!o\cuiA= 

ftfte*e»«ft»ftee«fifeAAei»A»fttAe«iAQ6ae»'ftAftG 
mroroKuo pa^» a- «j mvo pa.;# sav© ia ia snv© jt cu «h cu pa^s- ia uxd- -ssr ,sr vo a\ cu! cu pnsi- 

«“S fH pH 

© 
I 2 
§ 1 
* 8? 
* h O 
63 «M -H 

8 &) 
© Sr 

^ d ^ rl 60 M w a- cu © so foh-paA»_Tt hi ©^ eo tov© iav© ia pa sa h a~ tr\ © laPAst o' 
^ 2 Sft pavo rjxd- pa r-» o t*~ so vo cu vo o in in cu go a= © ia ao o\j^- vo R*ir va o <n*9 mw gi 
pa© GSeovo ouch cu S-cr»,=t to owd iacu cu sa&o fnrxt ©.4- inv© cu ©Tac^so paa-®o iacu 
r~ a= a- a- a- a- os pavo p-m© o h cy wvs p»60(?\©ho©o ntecv pa^ f-~ 

riHHHHHHHHriHriHH HHHHHHHNNNN 

? Oh w Kx=f w%vo h-w h w ir*vo Ntomonw itnvo r*»- ©a <j\ © «h cm kvs- srxo 
riHHHHHiHHHHWC\lWWftl(yW{\Jf\lfti?S^(,f> S>KP\ K\ PA PA PA f'H'LsF Jb" jsf ^ S' 
(y}<T\a\<T\<T\o^cp*o>cr\a^a\<T\cr\(T\0'\G^o\asa>ar\&\0^G\a\ 
HHHHHHHrlHHHHrjHHHHriHfHriHHHrtHHHHHHHHHHpiH 



o 

CO 

o 

cc 
< 

LlJ 

>- 
_l 

Ll cc 

O 3 
O 

Q x 

2 <T> 
O “ 

X 
O H- 
O 3 

ixl 

O 

< 
cc 
uj 

> 
< 

cc 
uj 
X 
h- 

co 
o -) 
Q_ 

Q 
2 UJ 
< _J 

CO 

c 
CD 
CO 

CD 

CL 

CD 

c\j 
CO 

(X) 
’T 

6 
Ui 
2 

O 
co 

T3 

O 
LlJ 

cr z 
< UJ 

UJ 2 

cr 
3 

O 

I 

Q 

LlI 

>- 

o 

0. 

Ll 

O ^ 

CC 

Ll) 

GO 

<t>©« 

If*: 4>fia^ — 

“«H3S 

(O 

o 
o 

o 

Cl 
CL 

O 

X 

o 

o 
o 

o 

o 

CL 

— co 

< 
0. 

3 

O 

o 
o 

UJ 

o X 
LlI UJ 

CO 
CO 

UJ 

O 

o 

UJ 

X 

co 

CD 

o 

$ 

O 

O 

O 

O 
o 

co 
c 

CD 
CO 

CD 

CL 

CD 

CD 

3 

CD 

O 

O 

UJ 

UJ 
a: 
D 
I- 
-I 
D 
U 

a. 
o 
< 

u. 

0 

h 
Z 
UJ 

5 
»- 
a: 
< 
a. 
UJ 
Q 

cn 
D 



W
o

ae
a 

h
ir

e
d
 
to
 

c
h

o
p
 
a
n
d
 
p

ic
k
 
c
o
tt

o
n
 
d
u
ri

n
g
 
I9

U
5

 
a
v
e
ra

g
e
d
 
m

u
ch
 

lo
w

e
r 

h
o
u
rl

y
 
e
a
rn

in
g
®
 

th
a
n

, 
w

o
m

en
 
in

 
th

o
s
e
 
o

c
c
u

p
a
ti

o
n

®
 

in
 
S

o
u

th
e
rn
 
c
o

tt
o

n
-t

e
x

ti
le
 
s
il

ls
 

w
h

ic
h
 
a
re
 

th
e
 
le

e
s
 
s
k

il
le

d
 
jo

b
®

. 

B-ba 



H
O

U
R

L
Y
 

E
A

R
N

IN
G

S
 

O
F
 

M
A

L
E
 

A
N

D
 

F
E

M
A

L
E
 

H
IR

E
D
 

F
A

R
M
 

W
O

R
K

E
R

S
, 

S
O

U
T

H
 

A
N

D
 

W
E

S
T

, 
S

E
P

T
E

M
B

E
R
 
1
6
-2

2
, 

1
9
4
5

 

N
U

M
B

E
R
 

O
F
 

F
A

R
M
 

W
O

R
K

E
R

S
 

E
M

P
L

O
Y

E
D
 

T
H

E
IR
 

A
V

E
R

A
G

E
 

H
O

U
R

L
Y
 

E
A

R
N

IN
G

S
 

» C 

a) 

# Lit W CD 

• CO 

c 

w • # 
CD 
CO 

CD 

m • • # CL 

CD 

• • • 6 
O 
CO 

"O 

• • • • -C 
o 

• # • • LlJ 

• « w $ 
• • • # 

ass 
■taws CD 

3L 

as o 
£ 

o 
o 
o 
o 

4'BB o 

C 

CD 
CO 

OB 
CD 

CL 

CD 

•«SB :|E CD 

3 

£3= tSS as 
O' 

_c 

£3= as «e 
o 

o 
UJ 

°£3= 
LU 
_J 

•t’BfeS °g>a(B 
UJ 

< 
5 
LlJ 

II M
A

L
E

 

< 

UJ 
Ll M

A
L

E
 

3 
O 
CO 

CO 
LlJ 



E
ig

h
ty

-f
lw

©
 
p
e
r 

cs
m

t 
o

f 
a
ll
 

w
o

m
en
 
a
n
d
 
g
ir

ls
 

e
m

p
lo

y
e
d

 

af
c 

h
ir

e
d
 

fa
rm

 
w

o
rk
 
in
 

to
©
 
f
a
ll
 

o
f 

19
^5
 
w

e
re
 
w

o
rk

in
g
 
in

 
th

e
 

S
o
u
th
 
a
n
d
 W

e
st

. 
T

h
e 

m
a
le
 
h
ir

e
d
 

fa
rm

 
w

o
rk

e
rs
 

in
 
th

e
s
e

 
tw

o
 

re
g
io

n
s
 
re

p
re

s
e
n
te

d
 

~J
0 

p
e
rc

e
n
t 

o
f 

th
e
 

m
en
 

e
m

p
lo

y
e
d

 
in
 

fa
rm

 
w

o
rk
 
in
 
th

e
 

c
o
u
n
tr

y
 
a
s
 
a
 
w

h
o
le

. 

B-7a 



C-l 

INDEX OF PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR FAMILY LIVING ITEMS 

JUNE 1939-JUNE 1946 
JUNE 15, 1939 = 100 



C-la 
Prices paid by farmors for clothing nearly doubled bstwsaa Jasc< 15, 1939 »»d Jen* 15* 1946; 

for furniture and furnishings, they increased 79 percent, for food 70 psrosnt, and for operacting 
expenses 25 percent. Food price* ro*» as markedly as clothing priesa between ®id I94I sad 1$43* 
bat thereafter increased only slightly until th® end of 1945* while clothing price* continued 
to climb, In the first hal-* of 1946, food costs snide sore bags© to SjccrearJ rapidly along with 
clothing. 

?h©g« indexes are based on priooe of articles most frequently bought by f®pffl®rs. In part, 
ihs iaareas* in prices reported during tbr war was dee to shifts in quality purchased bee®.*® 
of disappearance of sons grades from the market or chsage la preferences bsesas® of increase in 
fare income,, This probably asp lain s in part tbs greater increase in this index than in th® 
CensussT®’ Price Index of the Bureau of Labor Statistics for clothing shorn in th® next chart, 
Th® Bureau of labor Statistics attempts to get for its index fro® month to soalfa the pries* of 
sasw quality of garments and other items. 

Index ©f prices paid by far urs for oomsoditiea u®ad 

for fasily maintenance, Ju9 1939=Jue© 1546 

Index number* (Jum 15* 1939 s ISO) 

Tear sod. aosfeh Feed Clothing Operating 
expanses 

Furniture a©& 
furai shines 

Jwz® 15, 1939 100 100 100 100 
September 15* 108 100 100 100 
December 15. 101 102 100 101 

March 15, I940 102 103 300 101 
Jen* 15, 104 102 98 101 
September 15, 101 102 99 101 
December 15, 102 104 99 101 

March 15. 1941 105 W5 99 102 
Jess 15, 113 108 101 W6 
September 15, 119 ll8 105 in 
December 15, 122 12^ 108 118 

March 15, 1%2 131 134 108 121 
June 15* 136 139 *09 123 
September 15, 137 H3 111 127 
December 15, MS 148 111 131 

5ferch 15, 1943 151 152 112 135 
June 15, 158 1-94 213 139 
September 15, 154 157 115 342 
December 15, 156 161 118 144 

March 15, 1944 157 163 119 Ml 
June 15, 158 165 119 149 
September 15, 155 169 120 151 
Dsoeaber 15, 156 175 121 155 

March 15, 1945 157 176 121 159 
June 15, 158 178 121 162 
September 15, 158 181 122 164 
December 15, 161 185 123 169 

March 15, 1946 165 189 124 172 
June 15 g 

- *70 i2§ 125 179 
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INDEX OF PRICES PAID BY CONSUMERS IN LARGE CITIES 

FOLLOWING WORLD WARI AND WORLD WARH 
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THE COST OF LIVIHG IS WOULD WAK I AiJD WOBX£ ME II 

For about two years after the end of the first World Wax consumer prices paid by moderate 

income families in large cities a& measured by the Bureau of Labor Statistics' index continued 

to rise es rapidly as daring the war period; then they dropped sharply. During the first year 

after World War II, prices also continued to rise (for the most part) at about the same rates 

as during the weep years, but the total rise was strikingly less than during the first wax and 

early postwar period®. Th® only exception was the very sharp increase in food prices that 

occurred in July 1346 following the lapse of GPA controls at the end of June- 

Burem of Labor Statistics consumers' price 

swerages for large cities in the United States 

Index numbers 

Tear and month Food Clothing 
Ecru.se 

furnishings 
Riel, 

electricity 

World War I (July 1914 s 100) 

1914. 100.1 100.0 99.8 100.0 

1315. 99«0 102.3 104.6 IOO.3 

1916........... 111.1 112.2 116.6 IO4.3 

1917 .. 143-1 134.8 136.2 116.2 

1918............ 164.5 182.7 175.0 135.2 

1919=. 183.4 24-1.7 220.6 I46.2 

1920.. 206.6 288.0 270.7 171.6 

1921........... 157*0 221.8 227.8 I83.O 

World War 11 (August 1939 ® TooT" 

1939. 101.fi 100.2 100.7 101.5 

1940... IO3.3 101.4 99.9 102.3 

1941. 112.8 106.0 106.7 104.8 

1942.... 132.5 123.8 121.5 108.1 

1943. 147*6 129.3 124.9 110,5 

1944...*... 145.6 I38.4 135.6 112.6 

1945 Jsansry 15..... 146.8 142.6 142.7 112,5 

February 15..... 146.0 142.9 143.1 112.8 

liar ah 15. 145-3 143-3 143.6 112.8 

April 15..... 146.1 143.7 144.0 112.6 

May 15. 148.5 144-2 144.5 112.8 

June 15. 150.9 145.0 144.9 112.8 
July 15. 151.6 M5.3 344.4 114.0 

August 15..... 150.7 145.8 144.6 114.2 

September 15..... 149.1 147.8 145.9 113.5 

October 15...., 149.0 147.9 145.7 113.4 

November c e • • • 143.8 148.2 146.7 132.9 
December 15. 151.2 149.0 147.4 113.1 

1946 Jaaeuary 15. 150.8 149-1 147.6 113.6 
February 15. 149.3 149.5 147.5 113.8 
March 15. 149.8 152.6 149.3 113,3 
April 15. 151.6 153.8 150.4 113.2 
May 15. 152.5 155.2 152.8 113.1 
June 15. 155-7 156.7 155.2 113.3 

-Mz 177*2 i5Zi4-. „ 156.0 116.2 
Sources U. S. Department of Labor. 
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ANNUAL EXPENDITURE FOR FAMILY LIVING BY FARM 
ACCOUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES IN SEVERAL STATES, 1929-1945 

1929 1931 1933 1935 1937 1939 ! 9 41 1943 1945 

Expenditure* for faaily living by farm families 

increased store or less steadily from the middle 

thirties to 1945 la all the States providing infor¬ 

mation* By 1945 the families in most of the States 

■per® spending mere than twice as asob. frr family 

living as they’d spent in 1934® Mich of the increase 

had occurred 'before 1941® Icw& far® families were 

spending almost 2^ tied a as each in 1945 «* in 1934 

hut the increase between 1941 and 1945 nas relatively 

asell percent® In Nebraska, cm tbs other hand, fawily 

living la 1945 toefc more than twice as Eich aa it had 

in 1934—-with an increase of two-thirds since 1941® 

This cfcart should be compared with the graphs 
for expenditures of ®p®oifisd cosraedlt i& s shown later. 
The increase in family expenditures is the oonssqueeos 
of rising price®. Since 4h© BAS ia&sx of prioa* paid 
by famars does not include all faaily living, it Is 
not possible to estimate Just how ssioh of the increase 
in total family expenditures was due to price rise® 

Sour03: Annual summaries of fare sztd family accounts 
submitted to State colleges in Illinois® Minnesota,, 
Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska. 

Annual expenditures for faaily living 

by account-.'■seeping farm families 

in five States, I92Q-1945 

Year Illi¬ 

nois 

S. E. 

Minne¬ 

sota 

Iowa, Kansas Nebraska 

Dollars 

1929 1.336 1/ 1/ 1/ 1*009 
1930 1,224 u 1/ 1/ 885 
1931 872 u 1/ 1/ 670 
1932 609 605 u u 467 
1933 679 633 1/ 1/ 502 

1934 929 736 682 701 612 
1935 1.079 960 951 791 663 
1936 1.203 971 936 873 748 
1937 1,167 1,087 1,133 988 672 
1938 1,2281 1,049 1,093 933 659 
I939 1,226 1,007 1.171 870 696 
1340 1.236 1,341 1.233 933 742 
1941 1.379 1,282 1,442 961 839 
1942 1,528 1.429 1,480 1.199 1,027 
1943 1.999 1,385 1.440 1,255 1,116 
1944 1.713 1.377 1,713 1,262 1,228 
I945 L54L ■ ijfoli.49,1.. -L42L 
2/ Data not available* 
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SPENDING FOR FAMILY LIVING BY FARM ACCOUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES 

AND RURAL REHABILITATION FAMILIES AT DIFFERENT INCOME LEVELS, 

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 

ANNUAL NET CASH 

Xb Illinois in l%2 at ©aah inessae level, 

rural rehabilitation families spent i@»E of 

their income for family living three, did th©*» 

farm families sending their accounts to the 

college. A similar difference between these 

two types of families appear for Iowa, 

Minnasotu and Kansas, the only States for which 

©osnp arable data exist. 

Some reasons for the difference are 

obvious. The faailies sending their accounts 

to the college hare probably bean accustomed 

to a higher level of living. What people are 

accustomed to they want even though this year's 

income is a little short. In addition, the 

"college" families hare on the arerags acre 

reserves an which to dr re? than do the rural 

rehabilitation families. 

INCOME (DOLLARS) 

iteaal expenditure w z@m&j living by 

account -keeping fara families and raral rehabili¬ 

tation faailies, by net cash ineons, Illinois 1942 

Aseount-kseplag | Rural rehabilitati«i 
families i faailies 

Sot cajh 

income |!
 

II
 

let etufc 
income 

Family living 
expenditures 

“$7§T“ *654 1480 >338 
1.269 9S4 687 412 
1.771 1.125 1,124 501 
2,287 1,28:: j, .j;i4 616 
2,745 1,387 2.904 730 

3.457 1.689 5.123 785 
4441 1.785 
7.855 

Source: Basic data from Fare Security 
Administration and annual summaries of faro 

an,; family accounts submitted to State 

college in Illinois. 



SPENDING FOR FAMILY LIVING AT VARIOUS INCOMES BY 

FAMILIES IN REGIONS WITH DIFFERENT INCOME LEVELS 

UNITED STATES RURAL REHABILITATION FAMILIES, 1942 

DOLLARS 

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 

ANNUAL NET CASH INCOME ( DOLLARS ) 
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Families having a given income, for example, $1,000, spend acre of it for faai'ly 

living if they live in regions with a high income than if they live in regions with low 
average income. Facts to support this conclusion come fro® the account hooks of royal 
rehabilitation families. Similar differences were shown for the fa&ilies included in 

the Consumer Purchases Study in 1933”3^* 2h® States are put into three groups for 
simplicity, ij Differences exist from State to State within the regions. 

The average level of farm family living for the three groups of regions as measured 

by the Hagood index for 1940 was as follows: 
Croup I llG 
Group II 110 

Group III 

Biese data serve to emphasize the fact that average expenditures for family living in 

any one year axe determined by long standing customs which relate to coresmity standards 

and the available of goods. 

1J The net cash income used in classification is that reported for the various regions 

into which the Farm Security Administration had grouped the States. The list of States 

included in the regions is: 

0 

X. Regions with high income 

a. All those in New England 

b. Delaware, Maryland and New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania 

c. Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota 

d. Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah 

e. Colorado, Montana, Wyoming 

f. Idaho, Oregon, Washington 

II. Regions with moderate income 

a. Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, Ohio 

b. Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota 

c. New Mexico, Oklahoma, Tessa 

III. Regions with low income 

a. Kentucky, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia 

b. Alabaaa, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina 

c. Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi 

Average expenditures for family living si various incomes by families in region* with high, 

moderate, and low average net cash incomes, U.S. Rural Rehab ili tat ion Families, 1942 

Regions with nigh Regions with moderate Regions with low 

average income average income average income 

Net Family Net Family Net Family 

cash expend!- cash ea^eadi- cash expand!- 
income tores income tures income tures 

$167 $l8l 

♦424 *34 330 214 
$726 *480 663 377 601 270 

1,104 558 1,054 467 1.004 329 
1.652 662 1.771 594 1.790 417 
2.393 755 2.853 700 2.575 422 
3.859 882 5.023 818 4.690 509 

Source: Basic data from Farm Security Administration 



T?_ ' 

ANNUAL EXPENDITURE FOR FOOD PER PERSON 

1931 1935 1940 1945 



E-la 

During the Middle thirties fare faeilies that seat aocomts to the colleges la Taricroa States 

increased their expend it tires for purchased food. This rise oontianed throughout the war. la 1945 

food expenditures stood at aa all-tiae high# This increase probably refloats so® increase in 

quantity and soee shift to different types of food as veil as the increase in prices. When ex¬ 

penditures are adjusted for price change, the inoreaee in food purchases ftroa 1934 to 1945 i» 

about one-third for S. 1. Minnesota and about two-thirds for tbs other three States shewn her*. 

Proa 1939-40 to 1943-44 for the four States shorn here, soae increase in adjusted expenditure for 
food occurred. Soas of this inoreaee in adjusted expenditures/a«Qr he das to the fact that the 

Bureau of Agricultural Economics' national measure of changes in retail food prices does not 

measure the changes in the Middle Vest# 

Anrnai expenditures for food p®r person in household by socount-ceeping fara 

families In four States, 1931-1945 

Tsar Dollars mad justed 
Doll®?* adjusted for pries change 

(1910^1914 * 100) 
S# • s. 2# 

Illinois Minnesota Iowa Kansas Illinois l&sneeota Iowa Kansas 

1931... u 64 1/ u U „ 59 u u 
1932... 33 48 u 1/ 36 53 If 1/ 
1933... 34 47 1/ 1/ , 36 49 u If 
1934... 40 54 32 36 A/ 59 30 33 
1935... 45 63 45 37 37 52 38 31 
1936... 53 69 50 47 48 99 43 40 
1937... 62 V 51 53 52 60 42 44 
1938... 57 66 50 51 53 61 46 48 
1939*.. 57 68 50 49 53 63 46 46 
1940... 57 70 49 47 53 65 45 44 
1941-.. 65 80 61 52 54 66 51 43 
1942... 80 100 73 66 55 69 50 46 
1943... 90 106 70 81 55 65 43 50 
1944... 98 110 82 95 59 66 50 57 
1945.#. 103 115 85 96 61 68 51 57 

\] Data not available. 

Source: factual summaries of farn and family acoounts submitted to State colleges in Illinois, 
Minnesota, Iowa, and Kansas, and Bureau of Agricultural Economic# Index of Prices paid by farmers. 
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QUARTS OF FARM - FURNISHED FLUID MILK AND CREAM USED PER 
PERSON PER YEAR BY FARM ACCOUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES IN THREE 

1931 IS33 1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 194$ 

Tb* general longtime trend in fluid milk oensuapilea for bbssei th#ee £3«wps of fen*lie* 

bean slightly upward. Tor each State a drop ocensrreA after l%3. Data for additional year* will 

be needed to deterato® whether a real break baa occurred in tb® earlier trend. ft» quantity ©f 

farm* furnished fluid ailk and creas was unusually high in Southeast Minnesota^ a dairy motion of 

the State. Honrtr, for the years 1^40 to 1945# It was equally in Southwest MLnassotar-an 

area where wheat is very important. 

Even though the consumption la Illinois was naab lower then the* in Hnnesoia# it is con¬ 

siderably higher tbm the national average--for 1945 these Illinois fora families bad 311 quarts# 

tbs national average was about 204 quarts. 

Quarts of fara furnished fluid ailk and cream used per person by 

farm account-keeping families in three States, 1931-1345 

Year 
Minnesota 

Nebraska if Illinois 
S.E. 8;f. 

1931. 366 2/ 2/ 
1932. 396 2/ 2/ 
1933. 370 2/ 284 2/ 
1934. 376 2/ 2/ 
1935. 389 2/ 304 2/ 
1936. 394 2/ 287 2/ 
1937. 401 2/ 270 2/ 
1938. 388 2/ 275 282 
1939. 382 2/ 282 346 
1940. 383 393 297 309 
1941. 391 415 294 318 
1942. 411 445 307 333 
1943. 432 392 333 334 
1944. 420 431 294 316 
1945. 414 427 2/ 311 
]J Nebraska averages are for person per family rather than per 

household as in Minnesota and Illinois. 

2/ Data not available. 

Source: Annual suamaries of fara and family accounts reported to 

State colleges in Illinois, Nebraska and Minnesota. 



POUNDS OF FARM-FURNISHED IRISH POTATOES USED PER PERSON BY 

FARM ACCOUNT- K EEPING FAN * LI ES IN ONE STATE 1933- 19*5 

1933 1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 1945 

Home use of farm-furnished Irish 

potatoes reported hy Minnesota account- 

keeping families shows a pronounced 

downward trend, the quantity furniBhed 

in 1945 fceing only 60 percent of that 

for 1933- 

Nerada, where commercial production 

of potatoes is small, is the only other 

State whose account-keeping families re¬ 

ported the quantity of farm-furnished 

potatoes. The average quantity in 1944 

was about 29 pounds per person per year 

contrasted to almost 337 pounds in south-¬ 

east Minnesota. 

Sourcei Annual summaries of farm and 

family accounts reported to State 

colleges in Minnesota and Nevada. 

Pounds of farm-furnished Irish potato§s 

used per person per year by 

account-keeping farm families in 

Minnesota, 1933-3-943 

Tear 

. 
Minnesota 

Southeast Southwest 

lb. lb. 

1933 419 u. 

1934 433 u 

1935 457 u 

1936 337 1/ 

1937 314 u 
1938 335 

H 
1939 337 u 
1940 357 245 

1941 380 223 

1942 300 225 

1943 323 276 

1944 237 171 

259 171 
1j Data not available. 



PERCENTAGE OF FARM ACCOUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES 

HAVING FROZEN FOOD LOCKERS AND PERCENTAGE USING 

LOCKERS FOR FRUITS AND VEGETABLES - IOWA,1938-1945 

PERCENTAGE 

QUARTS OF FRUITS, VEGETABLES AND MEAT CANNED 
PER PERSON PER YEAR BY FARM ACCOUNT-KEEPING 

FAMILIES-IOWA, 1938-1945 
QUARTS 
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for this selected group of Iowa fer® families the percentage hawing frozen 

food lockers is high. la 1944» 87 percent had lookers, for the country as a 

whole, only 32 percent of all farm families froze saeat or put neat in cold stcarag® 

in 1945. 

Shriaa though the Iowa level ha® bee©. relatively high between 1338 and 1344» 
it increased asrkodly dm*hog this period sad an July I34S Iowa had 635 fr©s®& food 
looker plants-~s©3’@ than any other Stats® 

Between I93B sad 1544 the us@ of the lockers for the preservation ©£ fruits 
2nd vegetables expanded greatly. With the @s?5>h&3i® ©n hoao^food preservation dur¬ 
ing the «®r» the expansion probably would hare fewest greater had nsterial for lockers 
b®«e. available. Canning of fruits end vegetables also increased, but the cssssing 
of neats decreased during the period. 

Home food preservation by account-keeping farm fsallies in Iowa, 1938-45 

Percentage of families Quarts canned per perem per y®«r 

Yeas Having 
frozen feed 

lockers 

Using frozen food 
lookers for fruits 

m& vegetables 

fruits 

«s4 j, 
vegetables —7 

Meat 

1938 64 21 51 12 

1939 71 4£ 4$ 11 

1340 ft) 52 55 10 

1941 80 57 53 2j 
1942 83 63 71 2/ 

1943 86 82 b2 4 
1944 87 61 64. 4 
1945 a It 55 3 

1/ Excludes pickles, ja®s®£ jellies. 

2j Data not available. 

Source: Azsaial suanaries of imm and family accounts. reported to colleges 

in Iowa. 
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FREEZING AND COLD STORAGE OF FOODS IN 1945 

MEAT PRESERVED 

FRUITS 

IF 

BY FREEZING OR 

Farm 
Nonfarm 

AND VEGETABLES 

GOLD STORAGE 

FROZEN 

80 100 0 20 40 

PERCENTAGE 

60 

OF FAMILIES 

In 1945. one out of throe fears families froze seat or put it into cold storage 
while only one in eight froze vegetables and fruits. Only a small proportion of 

nonfexm families froze foods. Almost as meay nonfsrm families used their lookers 

for fruit and vegetables as for meat. Far every farm family freezing fruits or 

vegetables, almost three preserved meat by cold storage or freezing. 

Percentage of farm and nonfarm families preserving meat by freezing or cold storage 

and freezing fruits and vegetables in 1943 

Food end method of preserving Farm Honfarn 

Percent Percent 

Meat (freezing or oold storage)- . 32 4 
Fruits and vegetables (freezing 

only). 12 3 
Source: Home Gardens and Home Preserving in 1943* Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
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GARDENING AND HOME PRESERVATION AMONG NONFARM 

FAMILIES, BY AGE OF HOUSEWIFE, 1945 

PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES 

One-third of the nonf arm households 

had home gardens when the homemaker was 

under years of age and one-half when 

the homemaker was 45 ye©rs and over. 

A similar increase occurred in the hpm* 

preservation of fruits and vegetables. 

The effect of age of the housewife on 

garden and home preservation was not 

determined for the farm families. 

Percentage of nonfarm households having gardens and 

preserving fruits or vegetables, by age of house¬ 

wife, 1945 

Nonfarm Age of wife 

households Under 

30 years 

3O-44 

years 

45 years 

and over 

Pet. Pet. Pet. 

Having home gardens 

Preserving fruits 

32 43 48 

or vegetables .... 52 64 69 

Source: Home Gardens and Home Preserving in 1945* 

Rireau of Agricultural Economics. 
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PERCENTAGE OF 
FAMILIES PRESERVING 

FRUITS OR VEGETABLES! 

8 0 

60 

4 0 

2 0 

0 

EFFECT OF HOME GARDENING ON 
OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES, 

PRESERVATION 
1945 

With 
Gardens 

Without 

Gardens _ 

People with gar&ms were Percentage of families preserving fruits or 

sore likely to preserve food vegetsbles, with a»d without gardecs, 
than these without gardens. in four typm of cosmsnities, 1945 
Siis was true for naaf®rpa 
people in the op®a owffltry 
a® well a* in, the towns estd Panilife® 
cities. 

1 

Fears 

La open 
country not 
including 
fera® 

In cities 

«®d towns 
of less then 

50,000 

la cities 

of 50,000 

and over 

Pet. Pet a Pete Pete 

With gardens 57 95 91 Si 
Without gaadariS S7 55 

K
 

_
1

 „2i 
Secret? Has® Gardens and Sara© Preserving in 1945- 

Bureau of Agriculture& Ecoaaaaics* 
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METHODS OF CANNING USED BY FARM FAMILIES, 1945 

Open - kettle 

Hot-water both 

Pressure Conner 

T 0 M AT 0 E S 

OTHER VEGETABLES 

0 20 40 60 80 100 
PERCENTAGE OF FA M I LI E S 

FRUITS 

Farm families -when preserving fruits 

tomatoes are most likely to use the 

open-kettle method of canning* However, 

almost as aaay families used the hot- 

water hath for tomatoes as the open-kettle. 

The recommendation over a period of 

years that the pressure canner be used 

for "other vegetables" seems to be making 

headway among farm families. In 1945, 

37 percent of the families used the 

pressure canner for "other vegetables" 

and 43 Percent used the hot-water bath 

method. While 12 percent reported using 

the open-kettle for "other vegetables", 

certain types of pickling such as boiling 

beets and adding vinegar were probably 

included. 

Percentage of farm families canning fruits, 

tomatoes and other vegetables by open-kettle, 

hot-water bath and pressure canner, 1945 1/ 

Method of 

canning 
Fruits Tomatoes 

Other 

vegetables 

Pet. Pet. Pot. 
Open kettle. 57 15 12 
Hot-water bath.. 34 31 43 
Pressure canner. i4 ll 35 
1J This table is useful chiefly in showing dif- 

ferences, by type of food. "Open-kettle" method 

may have been interpreted by to in¬ 

clude some pickling. !Ehe percentages total more 

than 100 because some families used more than 
one method. 

Source: Home Gardens and Home Preserving in 1945. 

Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 1945 AND 1944 IN HOME 
PRESERVATION AND STORAGE OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

PERCENTAGE OF THOSE HOUSEHOLDS PRESERVING OR STORING 

Between 1944 end. 1945 a decrease in the home preservation and stor¬ 

age of fruits and vegetables was much more common than an increase. 

The drop was greater for nonfarm than for farm families. 

WHY HOME PRESERVATION OF FRUITS AND 

VEGETABLES WAS CUT FROM 1944 TO 1945 

PERCENTAGE OF THOSE HOUSEHOLDS PRESERVING OR STORING 
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"Less food available for preserving" was by far the most important reason given 

for the drop in home preservation. Ihis reason was much more important far farm than 

for nonfarm families. Food for canning by fans families comes in large measure from 

the home garden and 43 percent of the farm families reported that their gardens yielded 

less in 1945 than in 1944* 

A greater percentage of nonfsra than farm families cut their preservation of 

fruits and vegetables because of scarcity of sugar. Vegetables, for which sugar is 

not needed, have a much larger place in the canning of farm than of noaferm families. 

Crops of vegetables and fruit are good this year end there will, no doubt, be 

higher home preservation in 194& than last year. 

Comparison of amount preserved and stored in 1945 with amount preserved 

end stored in 1944 

Amount preserved 

in 1944 snd 1945 

Households preserving or storing food 

in 1944 1945 

Farm Nonfarm 

ilore in 1945. 

Pet. 

22 

Pet, 

21 

Saaie amount both years. 36 26 

Less in 1945. 41 50 

Seasons for less food preservation and storage in 1945 than in 1944 

Reason 

Households preserving less in 1945 
than in 1944 

Farm Nonfarm 

Pet. Pet. 

Less food was available- 

for preserving. 67 47 
Sugar was scarce.. 20 30 

Source: Home Gardens and Home Preserving in 1945* Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 
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ANNUAL EXPENDITURE PER PERSON FOR CLOTHING BY FARM ACCOUNT - KEEPING 

FAMILIES IN SEVERAL STATES, 1929- 1945 
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Annual expenditures for clothing per person by fara account -keeping 

families in six states, 1929-1945 

Dollars unadjusted 
Dollars adjusted for price change 

(1910-1914 = 100) 

Tear 

Illi¬ 

nois 

Nebras¬ 

ka 

S. 3. 

Minne¬ 

sota 

Iowa Kansas Nevada 

Illi¬ 

nois 

Nebras¬ 

ka 

S. E. 

Minne¬ 

sota 

Iowa Kansas Nevada 

1929 *53 $42 1/ y y y $30 $24 1/ 11 1/ 1/ 

1930 . 45 41 If y y u 27 25 y u u y 
1931 32 31 y y y y 22 22 y yt y 
1932 22 23 $23 y y y 19 20 $20 y, i/ y, 
1933 25 24 23 y u y 22 21 20 y y. 
1934 29 31 28 y $29 y 22 23 21 $22 y 
1935 34 31 33 y 30 1J 27 25 30 y 24 y 
1936 37 31 33 y 26 $28 30 25 30 1/ 21 $23 

1937 42 28 36 y 34 30 32 21 28 y 26 23 

1938 37 27 32 $35 31 23 29 22 25 $28 24 18 

1939 39 29 29 35 30 25 32 23 23 28 25 20 

1940 41 29 39 35 31 
\ 31 32 23 31 28 25 j 24 

1941 47 32 50 44 35 J 3 34 23 36 31 25 
1942 61 45 60 54 41 39 36 26 35 31 24 23 

1943 66 51 60 56 51 44 35 27 31 30 27 23 

1944 67 54 64 65 60 45 33 26 31 31 29 22 

1945 70 — 65 67 55 — 32 — 29 30 25 — 

1/ Data not available. 

Source! Annual summaries of farm and family accounts reported to State colleges in Illinois, 

Nebraska, Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas and Nevada 

There was a general upward trend in the clothing expenditures per person by the college 

account-keeping farm families during the past 10 years. It occurs in all six groups of families 

whose accounts were examined. During the last year, expenditures tended to flatten off, ®d so 

did income. 

There was a general increase in the quantity of clothing purchased although it was small. 

This is shown by expenditures adjusted for price change. 



ANNUAL CLOTHING EXPENDITURE BY !^£W8£RS OF FARM 

DOLLARS ACCOUNT" KEEPING FAMSLSES IN TWO STATES 1938 -1945 

Wives came first, husbands second, children third, and the hoys got less than the girls 

in terms of expenditures for clothing. 

Annual clothing expenditures by family members of account-keeping families 

in four States, 1929-1945 

Iowa Illinois Nebraska Kansas 

Year 
Wife 

Hus- 
Child Wife 

Hus- 
Child Wife 

Hus- 
Child Wife 

Hus- ! 
Son 

Baugh.— 

band band band band ter 

Dollars per member 

1929 y y y y y y $56 $47 $35 y y y y 
1930 y y y y y y 52 43 29 yt y 1/ y 
1931 y y y y y y 40 28 24 y y y y 
1932 y y y y y y 31 20 21 y y y y 
1933 y y y y y y 33 24 19 U 1/ y y 
1934 y y y y y y 42 29 25 $39 $27 y y 
1935 y y y y y y 42 30 26 46 37 y y 
1936 y y y y yt y 4i 30 27 36 26 1/ y, 
1937 y u 1/ y y 1/ 37 30 23 38 30 y y 
1938 $51 $36 $28 1/ y y 36 26 23 35 27 y 1/ 
1939 52 37 26 $53 $36 $34 40 28 23 34 28 y y 
1940 49 35 30 53 35 37 38 30 23 y y y y 
1941 60 49 34 64 47 38 41 35 25 y y 1/ 1/ 
1942 73 62 41 79 61 51 57 48 36 y y 1/ u 
1943 79 53 47 89 56 59 64 51 42 65 54 $36 $44 
1944 82 59 59 91 58 59 75 50 43 79 53 45 54 

1945 86 60 y 96 56 64 89 53 61 76 54 41 54 

lj Information not available. 

Source; Annual summaries of farm and family accounts reported to State college in Iowa-, 

Illinois, Nebraska, and Kansas and Bureau of Agricultural Economics Index of Prices 

Paid by Farmers. 



ANNUAL CLOTHING EXPENDITURE BY MEMBERS OF FARM 

ACCOU NT-KEEPING FAMILIES IN TWO STATES I929"I945 
DOLLARS 

1929 1931 1933 1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 1945 
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G-l 

SHIPMENTS OF HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES IN MAY AND JUNE 1946 

COMPARED WITH AVERAGE MONTHLY SHIPMENTS BEFORE THE WAR 

THOUSANDS 

600 

500 - 

400 

300 

200 - 

100 - 

| | June 1946 

fs^j May 1946 

Pre-War month 

1 

R3 

iSJ [SJ 
Electric Washing 

Irons machines 

By the end of the first half of 

1946, monthly shipments of electric 

iron#, washing machines, vacuum cleaners, 

and gas ranges exceeded the prewar monthly 

rate, whereas shipments of mechanical 

refrigerators and electric ranges were c 

still somewhat below. 

Sources U, S, 'Department of 

Commerce, Bureau of 

the Census 

Vacuum 
cleaners 

Gas Mechanical Electric 
ranges refrigerators ranges 

Shipment of six household appliances 

in May and June 194& end average 

monthly shipments before the war 

Thousands per month 

June 1946 May I946 Prewar JLj. 

Electric irons. ........ 553 430 380 
ashing machines. 193 185 158 

Vacuum cleaners. 177 166 156 
Gas ranges.... Hi I39 125 
Mechanical refrigerators 210 196 309 
Electric ranges 46 31 47 

1/ Gas 1" an gas average is for 1939, other appliances 

averages for 1940-41 



G-2 

INDEX OF PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR HOUSE BUILDING MATERIALS 

AND FURNITURE AND FURNISHINGS JUNE 1939 - JUNE 1946 

INDEX 

The average prices be¬ 

ing paid by farm families 

both for building materi¬ 

als and for furniture and 

furnishings are consider¬ 

ably greater now than be¬ 

fore the war. The change 

reflects not only an in¬ 

crease in the general 

price level, but a change 

in the type of goods being 

demanded by farmers. 

Index of prices paid by farmers for house building materials 

and furniture and furnishings June 1939 “ June 194& 

Index numbers (June 15. 1939 * 100) 

Tear 

and 

month 

House 

building 

mate¬ 

rials 

Furniture 

and fur¬ 

nishings 

Tear 

and 

month 

House 

building 

mate¬ 

rials 

Furniture 

and fur¬ 

nishings 

1939-June 15 100 300 1943-Mar. 15 122 135 

Sept.15 100 100 June 15 124 139 

Dec. 13 101 101 Sept.15 128 142 

1940-Mar. 15 101 101 Dec. 15 131 144 
June 15 101 101 1944-Mar. 15 134 147 

Sept.15 102 101 June 13 136 149 

Dec. 15 105 101 Sept.13 138 151 

1941-Mar. 15 107 102 Dec. 15 139 135 

June 13 107 106 1945-Mar. 15 Lg) 159 

Sept.15 112 111 June 15 141 162 

Dec. 15 115 118 Sept.15 142 164 

1942-Mar. 15 117 121 Dec. 13 144 169 

June 13 119 123 1946-Mar. 15 145 172 

Sept.15 120 127 June 15 154 179 

Dec. 15 121 131 

Source! Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Dept, of Agr. 
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. EXPENDITURE FOR FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT BY FARM 

OUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES IN THREE STATES, 1929 - 1945 

Illinois 

♦ ••• S.E. Minnesota 

— . Kansas 

• • • • 

dollars adjusted for price change 

{ 1910-14 = 100 ) 

1931 1933 1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 1945 



Expenditures by tan families 

for furnishings and equipment war* 

low during early depression years, 

then rose gradually until the peak 

years, I94I and 1342. 

The same trend is apparent even 

when expenditures are adjusted for 

price change. The years I94I and 

1942 ware high points. These two 

years, as the income charts show, 

were years of high farm income and 

in addition, the war had not yet 

resulted in the depletion of market 

supplies such as now exists. Other 

States for which information was 

reported—-Iowa, Hevada, raid Ohio- 

followed such the same pattern. 

Although the data are useful 

to indicate trends in spending for 

furnishings and- equipment in the 

individual States, comparisons be¬ 

tween States oust be made with 

reservations, since the items in¬ 

cluded in this category vary from 

State to State. 

G—3 a 

Annual expenditures for furnishings and equipment by 

account-keeping farm families in 3 States, 1929-1945 

Collars unadjusted 

Tear Illinois S.E. 
Minnesota 

Kansas Illinois S.E. 
Minnesota 

Kansas 

1929 86 17 1/ 46 sr  1/ 
1930 83 i/# u 46 i1 u 
1931 38 U u 25 u u 
1932 26 16 u 2D 12 1/ 
1933 45 24 1/ 36 19 u 
1934 51 38 63 38 28 46 
1935 75 76 93 55 58 68 
19# 94 76 123 TO 57 92 
1937 126 97 131 89 68 92 
1938 99 84 93 72 61 68 
1939 104 118 85 78 88 83 
1940 122 97 86 90 71 63 
1941 145 123 158 99 84 108 
1942 164 143 186 98 85 ill 

1943 124 85 96 66 45 51 
1944 121 77 92 60 38 46 
1945 118 % 100 54 35 46 

Dollars adjusted for price 

change (19IO-I914 = 100) 

if Data not available. 

Sources Annual summaries of farm family accounts 

reported to State colleges in Illinois, Minnesota, 

Kansas, and Bureau of Agricultural Economics Index of 

Prices Paid by Parsers. 
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G- 5 

TRENDS IN ELECTRICITY AND RUNNING WATER 
IN FARM DWELLINGS, 1920-45 

DWELLING LIGHTED RUNNING WATER IN 
BY ELECTRICITY THE DWELLING 

SOURCE: CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE, 1920, 1930, 1940, AND QUARTERLY SURVEY OF AGRICULTURE, APRIL 1945 

U S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG 46129 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 



T
re

n
d
®
 

in
 
e
le

c
tr

ic
it

y
 
a
n
d
 
ru

n
n
in

g
 w

a
te

r 
la
 
fa

rm
 
d

w
e
ll

in
g

s
 

b
y
 
re

g
io

n
 
a
n
d
 
te

n
u

re
, 

1
9
2
0
=

1
9
4
5

 

lilts 

0-5®- 



G ' 6 

PERCENTAGE OF FARM DWELLINGS WITH REFRIGERATION 

EQUIPMENT, BY REGION AND TENURE, 1940-45 

1940 1945 

PERCENT 

60 

40 

20 

0 

80 

60 

40 

20 

U. S. WEST NORTH SOUTH U. S. WEST NORTH SOUTH 

TENURE 

- 

I — 

OWNER NONOWNER OWNER NONOWNER 

SOURCE CENSUS OF HOUSING, 1940 AND QUARTERLY SURVEY OF AGRICULTURE, APRIL 1945 

U S. DEPARTMENT. OF AGRICULTURE NEG 46126 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 



g~6& 

Percentage of farm operator®" dwelling units with refrigeration 
equipment, by region and tenure, 1940 and 1945 

Year 

Type of 
refrig¬ 
eration 
equipment 

U,Se 
total 

Region Tenure 
■ 

North South W es t Owners 
Non-owners 
(Manager© 
& tenants) 

1940 
Mechanical 15 IS 10 30 21 8 
Ice 18 17 19 11 19 17. . 

19^5 
Mechanical 32 39 22 ^3 39 18 
Ice tk 24 28 10 J2 ... ... .J9 

Sours®: Census of lousing 1940 and Quarterly Surrey of Agriculture, April 

1945. 

The percentage ©£ fsuailies having a ®«dmaie@X refrigerator ha© more 
than doubled between 1940 and 1945, and th© percentage of ice-=b©s«s ha© 
also increased* In 1945, mechanical refrigerators were most common in the 
West, but the rat® of increase from 1940 t© 1945 was much the ©am® in all 
regions* A higher p^centage of families in the feet than in any other 
region hare electricity. There is some evidence that an electrical refrig¬ 
erator is the first major piece of equipment that farm families buy after 
they install electricity. 
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ANNUAL EXPENDITURE FOR HEALTH PER PERSON BY 

FARM ACCOUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES IN THREE STATES 1920-1945 

1929 1931 1933 1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 1945 

Expenditures for health and medics! services were aiefe 

higher in th© period 1941*1945 than in th® prewar years. 

This was true for farm families in all States for which 

Animal expenditure per pees-a® for 
health by farm account-keeping 

families in 1 States, 1929*45 
data were examined. Part of this high cost ©f health Tear Illinois Iowa Nebraska 
services per person in these families is undoubtedly th® 1929 23.2 IF IF 
result of faadlies catching tip on old and us^paid bills now 1930 16.2 1/ 14.6 
that they had the money t© do so. But th® continued high 1931 174 1/ 12.8 
rat® of expenditure war several y®srs ®gy seam that th®@@ 1932 10.0 1/ 10.6 
farm families actually obtained a greater amount @£ health 1933 10.2 U 11.7 
e^@« Some increase msgr have occurred in the price of 1934 I2.3 12.0 13.6 
services they received. Th® averages in the various States 1935 15.5 25.3 12.2 
ere not strictly comparable because the families in differ- 1936 17.0 16.8 15.2 
ent State© classify different Iteai© as a8h®althw, but th® 1937 18.9 15.9 12.3 
trend appears to b© isash th© same for all th® States for 1938 19.2 17.1 n.5 
which dad'a were ©sarniaed. 1939 21.3 20.2 13.2 

1940 24.2 20.5 14.3 
Th© figures for S.E. Minnesota, net shown, ora th® ehss?t. 1941 244 21.4 16.2 

parallel those for Illinois vary closely,, In 1932 th® 1942 32.6 23.1 244 
ewerag© expenditure for health per porsora in Minn©sota 1943 37.0 28.3 29a 
wae $8„7, and by 1945 1!mB $43*!• Similarly, th© averages 1944 38.9 30.7 32.0 
for K@asa@ were like those for Nebraska rising from $11.7 1945 48.I 30.7 u 

Source! Animal summaries of farm and family accounts 
submitted to State colleges in Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska. 

not available. 
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RURAL COUNTIES HAVE FEWER PHYSICIANS 

Persons per Physician 

All Counties 

50,000 or more 

Less than 50,000 

No urban plaoe 

1000 1500 

Source % U. S® Public Health Reports, unpublished data USPHS. 

When all the counties in the United States are grouped as to the 

rural character of their population the story of the inadequate 

supply of physicians in the rural areas is very striking. The chart 

above shows the trend for the years 1923, 1938, and 19^0. This trend 

has continued unabated. For those states for which comparable figures 

are available from the wartime Procurement and Assignment Servioe for 

physicians this trend is even worse. During the war the rural areas 

over-sub scribed their quotas of physicians, and now many discharges 

physicians are not returning to their rural practices. The situation 

for dentists is even more acute, so that' in several of the more rural 

states the rate of persons per dentist is over 5,000* 



GENERAL HOSPITAL BEDS - SHOWING HOSPITAL BED RATIOS AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO PER CAPITA INCOME 
IN GROUPS OF STATES ARRANGED ACCORDING TO THE PERCENTAGE OF THEIR POPULATION WHICH IS RURAL 

PER CAPITA INCOME, 1945 NUMBER OF BEDS PER 1,000, 1945 

Percent of 
1500_1200_900_600_j500_0 Population 

1-1-1- 
Rural 

iTTiioii[[TinfiiTiiiniiniiii!iii!iiiiii! llllllllllllllllllll **"30 

Ill!lll!l!ll!lll!l! Illllllllill lll!lllll!lll!!ll!ll ?°-39 

40-49 

1 1 50-59 

rnmnimT llllllllillllllll l 60-69 

LI. 1.1.1111 70 or more 

[.LI.I... ... 11 inm! »-s. 

-a-s---a_ 

When the states ar® arranged in groups on 
the basis of the percentage of their 
population which is rural, an extremely in¬ 
teresting ratio is revealed between the per 
oapita income and the number of hospital 
beds available. It is immediately apparent 
that the number of hospital beds available 
is dependent on the medical purchasing power 
of the area. When you add to this the faot 
that rural hospitals ar® often poorly staffed 
and equipped, offering an inferior servio® to 
rural people, the pioture of hospital faoili- 
ties for the farm families of the Nation is 
indeed disturbing. 

The reoent passage of the Hospital Survey 
and Construction Act will stimulate the 
oompletion of state-wide studies of hospital 
needs and will authorise Federal grants to 
help in needed hospital oanatruotion. 
However, the faot that Federal aid is limited 
to 33# of building oosts, that looal oonsmjni- 
ties must guarantee all maintenance end opera¬ 
tion expenses, and that the more populous 
urban states will reoeive the greatest amounts 
of grant ftinds, all indloate how slight are 
the ohanoes of the poorer rural localities 
of qualifying for new facilities under this Act 

Souroesi Department of Commerce} Journal of 
Amerioan Medioal Aseooiatlon, 
April 20, 1946. 

General hospital beds available to the civilian popu¬ 
lation, and per capita income of civilians, by group® 
of states 

State Grouping l/ 

Per oapita 
income, 
civilians 

1945 2/ 

General hospital 
beds per 1000 
oivilian population 

1945 if 

U. S. Total §1156 3-7 

Less than JO# 
rural 

(6 States and D.C.) i486 4.6 

30-39# rural 
(4 States) 1231 4.0 

40-49# rural 
(10 States) 1131 3.7 

50-5?# rural 
(7 States) 994 3.4 

60-69# rural 
(13 States) 847 2.8 

70 or mors # rural 
(8 States) 745 2.6 

1/ States grouped nooording to the percentage of their 
population niiiafa is rural, based on the 1940 o®na»®. 

2/ In 00 me payments to individuals. 

General hospital beds available to civilians, ex¬ 
cluding Federal, Amy, Navy, Veteran, USPH8., 
Mental, TB., and Institutional hospital bed*. 



BLUE CROSS HOSPITALIZATIOH 

Total Membership 

State 

Groups 

Total U. S. 

Under 30$ rural 

30-39$ rural 

40-49$ rural 

50-59$ rural 

60-69$ rural 

70 or more $ rural 

Millions of Members 

BLUE CROSS HOSPITALIZATION MEMBERSHIP 

All over the country there has been a wave 
of interest in hospitalisation insurance State 

Blue Cross 
Membership 

plans of all types. The best known are those Groupings 7/1A6 
approved by the Blue Cross Commission of the 
American Hospital Association. All of these U. S. Total 21,733.698 
offer hospital service benefits instead of 
cash indemnity. Over 70 percent of these 
Blue Cross memberships are In the two most 

Less than 30$ rural 
(6 States and D.C.) 6,961,278 

urban groups of states. -Within individual 
states the memberships are mainly in the mors 
metropolitan areas. Families in rural sec- 

30-39$ rural 
(4 States) 6,596,945 

tions of the country are very poorly protected 
against financial difficulties due to medioal 
emergencies involving hospitalisation. 

1*0-49$ rural 
(10 States) 2,741.731 

In 10 states the Farm Security Administration 
was able to negotiate rural contracts with 

50-59$ rural 
(7 States) 1.695.162 

the Blue Cross plans, for their borrower fami¬ 
lies. Since experience has proved that rural 
families use hospital facilities less frequently 

60-69$ rural 
(13 States) 934,802 

and for shorter periods than do urban families, 
these contracts were negotiated at a lower premi¬ 

um. However, only 13,000 families were covered 
70 or more $ rural 

(8 States) 803,780 
by these FSA contracts at the end of 1945’ 

Source? Blue Cross Commission of 
the American Hospital Association. 



NUTRITIONAL DEFICIENCIES AMONG WHITE FARM FAMILIES 
H-5 

Rate Rate 

MALNUTRITION 

IOO,- 

238 2 ANEMIA 126.3 PELLAG RA 

100 

75 

50 

25 

0 
Ark Fla SEMo Okla SC Va Total Ark Fla SEMo Okla SC Va Total 

Source: Unpublished data. Health Services Division, Farm Security Administration. 
” No cases reported. 



During the period November 1939 through May 1941 examinations oa tA® 

members of Farm Security Administration borrower families were conducted 
in 28 sample counties in 17 States. For those States listed in the pre¬ 
ceding charts, examinations were made in one selected county, except for 
the southeastern corner of Missouri where 3©yen counties were selected. 
With the exception of southeastern Missouri, the families were all 
Standard Borrowers of the Farm Security Administration and therefore 
were farm operators, unable to obtain loans from any other source, who 
had been recommended to FSA as to character and ability by a committee 
of local farmers. This introduces an element of selection as to physical 

mental ability. They may be described as low-income but nonrelief 
farm operators and their families. In the depressed area of southeastern 
Missouri the group included farm laborers as well as farm operators. 

The examinations were made by staffs of physicians, dentists, nurses, and 
technicians operating in clinics. The diagnoses selected for these charts 
were mad© on the basis of clinical examinations. Apart from the Missouri 
group that includes farm laborers, the nutritional deficiencies of white 
and Negro farm operator families are much the same. For Southeast Missouri, 
a very depressed area, the rat® for anemia is high for both Negro and white 
families, and the rate for malnutrition is very high for the Negro group. 
Undoubtedly, there are many social and economic factors influencing nutrition. 

Diagnoses indicative of nutritional deficiency found during physical 
examinations of Farm Security Administration borrower families during 
November 1939 through May 1941 

White Farm Families 
Diagnosis Ark. “mTi Sell. Mo. Okla* SoC. Va. Total 

Rate per 1,000 persons 
Malnutrition ... 84.5 28.7 76.5 67.s 29.1 51.4 
Obesity .. 6.7 79.2 20.8 20.0 11.8 5.8 25.8 
Rickets ........ 2.6 1.7 4.5 5.0 75.1 — 10.5 
Residual effects 
of rickets .... 8.1 10.0 15.9 3.3 53.0 — 17.9 

Anemia ......... 32.0 238.2 6.7 89.8 11.6 128.3 
Pellagra . 2.6 21.9 — 30 2.9 17.4 2.7 
Number of persons 

examined ...... 7H5 _ 2,645 601 679 -lift,. 8.550 
Negro Farm Families 

--;---1 Rat® per 1,000 persons 
Malnutrition ... 25.6 6.9 151.4 56.3 42.6 6.3 104.1 
Obesity ........ 38.5 48.3 57.9 37.6 — 6.3 42.2 
Rickets ........ 12.8 — 26.9 18.8 57.6 27.4 
Residual effects 

of rickets .... 12.8 _| 49.1 .. 47.6 37.5 
Anemia. 12.8 27.6 397.7 — 52.6 12.7 2U9.7 
Pellagra. — 6.9 2.0 — 2.5 — 2.0 
Number of persons 

examined . ZfL. -JL45.J 1,486 -229- --13L. 2.^79 
Source: Unpublished data. Health Services Division, 

Farm Security Administration. 



NUTRITIONAL DEFICIENCIES AMO NG NEGRO FARM FAMILIES 
H-6 
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Source? Unpublished data. Health Services Division., Farm Security Administration* 
9 ICo cares reported. 
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NATURE OF LAST SERIOUS ACCIDENT OR INJURY TO MEMBERS 

OF FARM OPERATORS' FAMILIES DURING 1943-45 

PERCENT 

0 10 20 30 40 

FAL LS , etc.. 

VEHICLES . 

LIVESTOCK . 

HEAVY MACHINERY-• 

HAND TOOLS. 

LIGHT MACHINERY - 

WEATHER . 

MISCELLANEOUS 

FRACTURES . 

DISLOCATIONS. 

CUTS, etc.. 

CONTUSIONS, etc. 

BURNS, etc.. 

AMPUTATIONS. 

INTERNAL. 

FOREIGN BODIES 

SOURCE QUARTERLY SURVEY OF AGRICULTURE, OCTOBER 1945 

U S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE N EG. 46130 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 
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Nine percent or 229 of the 2,53® farm operator families included in the 
October 19^5 Quarterly Survey of Agriculture reported a serious accident ©r 
injury to a family member during the last three years. Fall© account for 
more than one-third of the last serious accidents or injuries during the 
period and accidents involving vehicles about a fifth. The largest proportion 
of accidents occur on the far® rather than elsewhere at all age groups , with 
the proportion increasing as age increases. Thirty-seven percent of all 
accidents to persons under 20 occurred on the farm, compared with 50 percent 
of all accidents to person® between 20 and 50 and 65 percent of the accidents 
to persons 50 or over. Fractures, dislocations, and cuts and lacerations 
comprise ^3L< kind of injury in 4 out of 5 cases of serious accidents. 

Percentage distribution of nature of last serious accident or means of injury 
in 229 farm operator families reporting such accident or injury to resident 
family member during last 3 years* October 1945 

Circumstances of accident or 
me&ns of injury Percent 

Hind of injury 
Percent 

Fall®, etc.................... 35.4 1 Fracture 3B.9 
Vehicles...................... -22.7 Dislocation 21.6 
Livestock..... 11.8 Cuts, lacerations and 

puncture® 
IS.8 

Heavy machinery..... 7.0 Contusion and abrasion 8.3 
Hand tools.................... 3*9 Burns and other epidermal 

injuries 
3.9 

Light machinery............... 3*1 Amputation 3.1 
Weather,...................... 1.3 Internal 2.6 
Miscellaneous .... l4.g Foreign bodies 2.6 

Total 100.0 Total 100.0 

Source: Qi&rterlySurvey of Agriculture, October 1945. 
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MEDIAN 

INCOME 

IN DOLLARS 

2 250 

2000 

1500 

1000 

500 

0 

25 +0 2 9 30 to 34 

AGE 

35 to 44 

IN YEARS 

4 5 to 54 55 to 64 

Being a part of a family with 

a good, income helps hoys and girls 

get a good education, end these 

extra years in school make it pos¬ 

sible for them to earn more income 

later. Data hearing on years of 

school aid wage and salary income 

were reported for nonfarm persons 

for 1939* Similar data are not 

available for those on farms. 

Farm people will, however, he in¬ 

terested in seeing the pattern of 

earning in relation to years in 

school for the towns and villages. 

Median wage or salary income in 1939 for native vfhite males 

without other income in rural nonfarm areas hy age and 

years of school completed 

Age 

in years 

Grade school High school College 

1-4 
years 

5-6 
years 

7-8 
years 

1-3 
years 

4 
years 

i-3 
years 

4 
years 

25 to 29 

30 to 34 

35 to 44 

45 to 54 

55 to 64 

$423 
515 

607 
628 

487 

$571 

697 

793 
790 

660 

$747 

897 
1,046 
1,011 

807 

$903 

1,116 
1,283 

1,300 
1,023 

$1,045 

1,320 

1.572 

1.595 

1.373 

$1,226 

1.501 

1,699 

1,690 

1,384 

$1,436 

1,799 

2,252 
2,238 

1,817 

Source: U. S. Bureau of Census. Population Spec. Rep. 

Series P-46, No. 5* June l3, 1946. 
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ANNUAL EXPENDITURE FOR GIFTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
FARM ACCOUNT-KEEPING FAMILIES IN FOUR STATES, 1929" 1945 

fmrm faasilis* sabaitting aeeoorts Aonaal ®sp«B<iiture for gift® aod contribution® by 
to tfee eollsgo® iaersased »ar&®dly thsir aaomiBit-lsTOping far® families in four State®, 

gif'*® wz& oontribotleas daring «» — _,___ 
years 194© to 1945* Daring this period, 
iaooisa® aw mtsk higher, roqoosis for 

Tear 
Illi¬ 
nois 

lorn. 
Kae- 

•a* 
lebra® 

Tea? 
Illi¬ 
nois 

r“““” 
Iowa 

Kan¬ 

sas 

Hebr&s- 

ka 

denations f« o«as@s, including Dollars 

li 
Dollar § 

war relief, T(®r« sear® frequent, sad W Si u |i/ I938 84 80 74 43 
gifts to fsadly Mahers in tbs arsed 1930 103 u s 55 1939 85 80 55 43 
service® asst hare been quits laefg®. 1931 70 u 2/ 37 I940 95 80 6© 49 
To the extent that gifts sere actual 1932 43 1/ 1/ 34 1941 w 95 71 57 
F®f^M5S»* rather than m&mj eontribo- 1933 44 i/ 1/ 34 1942 133 126 12© 79 
iions, sons of tbs increased expendl- 1934 50 49 53 39 1943 176 164 150 123 
tare is due to ixicreas* in prises. 1935 62 63 62 45 1944 22? 206 170 190 

193^ 70 60 52 46 1945 290 218 207 151 
1917 82 68 70 =»42« 
JJ Data not aerailahle. 

Soofost innual soaaarie® of fe?m sad family accounts 
submitted to State colleges La Illinois, J«j®, Kansas, 
and Bebraska. 
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TRENDS IN TELEPHONE AND RADIO IN FARM DWELLINGS, 19 20-45 

TELEPHONE IN DWELLING RADIO IN DWELLING 

TENURE 

Owners 

Nonowners 

1930 1940 1920 1930 1940 

OURCE: CENSUS OF AC R / CULTURE, 1920, 1930, 1940, AND QUARTER LY SURVEY OF AGRICULTURE, APRIL, 1945 

950 

NT OF AGRICULTURE NEG 46128 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 
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Telephones 

Changes with respect t© th® 
telephone follow a different patter© 
than that of other facilities, ©a® 
period 1940-1945 hro^it & reversal 
of th© downward tread from 1920 to 
1940. Part of the refers®! of tread 
w&s probably due to migration a»y 
fro® farms. With respect to tele¬ 
phones, the Berth is more advanced 
than th® West, but fee South is at 
the bottom. 

S&diot 

Ownership of radios practically 
tripled during th® period 193® fe 
1940. By 1945» SO percent of the 
farm families reported radio®, hut 
21 percent of these were out ©£ 
order. She South showed th® neatest 
percentage gain from 193® 1945, 
hat in 1945» it was still at fee 
bottom among th© regions. 

Trend® ia telephone and radio in far® dwelling®, by 
region and tenure 1920-1945 

Percentage of farms reporting Percentage of farms reporting 
telephone radio 

Region and 
tenure 

1920 193® 1940 19U5 1930 1940 19**5 

U.S. total 39 
£ 

25 30 21 ~W~ so 
North h2 ^r ~ 4j 51 39 ' '79 “ 
South 20 14 9 12 5 42 SB 
West 32 35 28 42 311 . 78 94 

Owners — 43 31 35 71 86 

Non-ownere — 22 16 22 ~ 4g 69 

Source; Census 'of Agriculture 1920, 193®* 194®, Census of Population 193®* 
Census of Sousing 194(5, and Quarterly Survey of Agriculture April 1945. 



J-3 
TRENDS IN FARM OWNERSHIP OF AUTOMOBILE AND LOCATION OF 

FARM ON ALL-WEATHER ROAD, 1920-45 

. OWNING 

AUTOMOBILE 

FARM LOCATED ON 

ALL-WEATHER ROAD 
PERCENT 
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SOURCE CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE, 1920, 1930, AND 1940, AND QUARTERLY SURVEY OF AGRICUL TURE, APRIL 1945 

U. S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG 46125 BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 



Trends in fax*® ownership of automobile and location of f&ras 
on all-weather road* by region and tenure* 1920-1345 

Percentage of farms reporting owning Percentage of farms reporting 
automobile location ©n all-weather road 

Region and 
tenure 

1920 1930 19>tO 19“*5 1925 1930 1940 19**5 

U.S. total 31 56 56 64 23 34 59 
North 4S 79 SO g4 31 41 65 
South l4 39 37 45 15 2? 31* 51 
West 42 71 73 76 46 59 ?S 

Owners —0. 66 64 6g _ 54 6l 
Non-owners — 4g 49 56 — — 42 56 

Source: Census of Agriculture 1920, 193°» 19^0, and Quarterly Survey of 
Agriculture, April 1945, 

Between 1920 and 1945 & substantial 
increase in the farm ownership of automobiles 
occurred, but none of this gain took place 
between 1930 and 1940. The increases during 
this decade in the North and the West, and 
among non-owners, were exactly offset by 
the decreases among owners and in the South 
among non-whites. Migration to nonfarm work 
probably had some influence for the period 
1940-1945. 

The percentage of families 
reporting all-weather roads 
increased greatly from 1925 
to 1945. The increase from 
1940 to 1945 was greater in 
the West and South than the 
North. 
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