
 
 

Give to AgEcon Search 

 
 

 

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library 
 

 
 

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the 
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search. 

 
 
 

Help ensure our sustainability. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AgEcon Search 
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu 

aesearch@umn.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only. 
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright 
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C. 

https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
https://makingagift.umn.edu/give/yourgift.html?&cart=2313
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu


NCR-Stat Discussion Paper 
Story Behind the Numbers, September 2023 

 
September 2023  1 

Unraveling Local Living: A Peek into the Diverse Preferences 
of Family Households with and without Children 
Alejandra Armesto Gómez 

The significance of certain amenities within the local community cannot be overstated. Beyond 
the provision of services, these amenities contribute to the overall quality of life, satisfaction, and 
well-being of the individuals. The North Central Regional Center for Rural Development 
(NCRCRD) asked residents to rank the easy access to medical care, local schools, child/adult care, 
professional services, cell phone service, availability of internet, and flexibility in shopping 
options in according to their preference in their NCR: Stat Baseline Survey. [1]   

The results obtained show that there are not many differences between the household 
configurations. Figure 1 reports the preferences of having the amenities mentioned before by 
households that have one or more children in their family and those who do not have them. As it 
can be noted, both groups ranked the easy access to medical care, and the availability to internet 
as the most important services to have in their local community. However, the rank slightly 
changes as the preferences continue to be listed. 

Figure 1. Rank of preferences by Family Household with/without Children 

 
Source: NCR-Stat Baseline Survey, 2022 
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Unraveling Local Living: A Peek into the Diverse Preferences 
of Family Households with and without Children 

In Figure 1, it is evident that local schools hold the third position in importance for family 
households with children, signifying that these households consider this service vital. When 
analyzing the data based on the head of the households being a couple, male, or female, local 
schools is important for 85%, 76%, and 79% of each group, respectively.  

Similarly, for family households without children, the perception of the importance of local 
schools remains consistent across head of household type. When the head of the household is a 
couple, it is important for 51.8%, for a male head, it is 53.1%, and for a female head, it is 55.2%. 
This indicates that irrespective of household composition, the significance of local schools 
remains notably high for these groups. 

In the context of the cellphone service category, occupying the third position for family 
households without children, a clear pattern of importance emerges among different household 
compositions. For households with a couple as the head, the share of the group for whom this is 
important is 85.2%, followed by households with female heads at 80.6% and male heads at 79.8%. 

In contrast, for family households with children, the share of importance fluctuates slightly 
depending on the head of the household. Among households where a couple serves as the head, 
84.5% of the group considers this aspect to be important. For households led by females, the 
percentage is slightly lower at 82.1%, while for households with male heads, it is 79.7%. 

To conclude, this study demonstrates that despite variations in preferences among different 
groups, a consistent trend emerges – households predominantly consider these services 
important for their local community.  
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