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The Arab Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD) was 
established in 1972 within the framework of the League of Arab States as 
a specialized agency. The major objectives were: to develop natural and 
human resources, upgrade agricultural productivity, secure facility of 

exchange.of agricultural products among member countries, help to boost 
agricultural production and achieve self sufficiency. AOAD thus adopted 
the necessary means to realize its objectives, particulary the 
compilation and publication of data and information related to 

agriculture and food, and support and coordination of local and regional 
efforts in respect to research and social studies, promotion of 

agricultural training, extension, and rural community development, 
conservation of natural resources, adoption of improved agricultural 

production methods, improvement of food and agricultural products, 
process marketing and the promotion of agro-industries, provide necessary 
technical assistance and exchange of expertise in the field of 

agriculture. AOAD also follows up international achievement and 
cooperates with other local, regional and international organizations. 

The International Service for National Agricultural Research (ISNAR) 

began operating at its headquarters in The Hague, Netherlands on 

September 1, 1980. It was established by the Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), on the basis of 
recommendations from an international task force, for the purpose of 
assisting governments of developing countries to strengthen their 
agricultural research. It is a non-profit autonomous agency, 

international in character, and non-political in management, staffing, 

and operations. 

Of the 13 centers in the CGIAR network, ISNAR is the only one that 

focuses primarily on national agricultural research issues. It provides 

advice to governments, upon request, on research policy, organization, 
and management issues, thus complementing the activities of other 
assistance agencies. ; 

ISNAR has active advisory service, research, and training programs. 

ISNAR is supported by a number of the members of CGIAR, an informal 

group of approximately 43 donors, including countries, development banks, 

international organizations, and foundations. 
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