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Preface 

This conference was well timed. Questions about the regulation of the 
food industry are currently the subject of a great deal of media 
attention. In the light of recent food scares consumer groups, as well 
as other food industry representative organisations have questioned 
the adequacy of existing institutional arrangements. Some have called 
for a radical reallocation of responsibilities. The industry itself is deeply 
concerned both about the cost and effectiveness of regulations and 
about their impact on its competitiveness. For both, the restoration of 
confidence in the United Kingdom (UK) food regulatory regime is 
critical. 
The Centre for Agricultural Strategy, one of whose functions is to 

promote informed debate on issues of long-run significance sought, 
through this conference, to bring together the interests involved. The 
intention was to understand the position of each group and to consider 
options for the organisation of food law, administration and 
enforcement. All sectors were invited to comment on the report of the 
Food, Drink and Agriculture Task Force (1993), to review the 
Government's deregulation initiative and to take account of the review 
of food law currently being undertaken by the European Commission 
(EC). The Task Force had stressed the highly regulated nature of the 
food industry. The Government's deregulation policy was designed to 
minimise burdens on industry whilst ensuring adequate consumer 
protection. The EC seeks coherence in Community food legislation and 
wishes to explore the scope for simplification and rationalisation. In 
the light of their comments on the current situation, contributors were 
invited to consider what organisational changes, if any, were needed to 
restore public confidence in the safety of food. 

The papers in this report set out the authoritative views of 

representatives of key sectors of the industry and of consumers. 
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The publication also includes a record of the well-informed debate 
which followed and supplemented the material in the papers. Together 

they provide an accessible and informed account of the current debate 
about food safety regulation. As such they contribute both to public 
understanding and to the work of food policy makers and their tegal 
advisers in the UK and the European Union. 
The Centre for Agricultural Strategy is grateful to the many food 

companies and associated organisations who provided support and 
Sponsorship. Without them we could not have promoted this event. 
We appreciated, too, and are encouraged by, the large number of 
Participants from these diverse industries and interest groups, who 
played so positive a part in ensuring a lively and productive debate on 
these issues which are sensitive, controversial and important. 

JS Marsh 
Director 

Centre for Agricultural Strategy 
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