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Preface 

Water affects all our lives every day and so does the production and 
Processing of our food. The Water Act 1989 introduced significant 
changes in the structure of the water industry in England and Wales 
and in the ways in which the entire water environment is managed and 
financed; and under the same legislation the agricultural industry is 
required to have regard to a statutory code of good agricultural 
Practices which minimise the risk of polluting water whilst allowing 
economic production to continue. 

The highest possible level of understanding between the water and 
agricultural industries is essential in order to maintain and improve 
standards to meet the reasonable but ever-increasing demands of their 
respective consumers. The objective of this Conference was therefore 
to identify the key issues of concern to both industries, to provide 
Opportunities for multi-disciplinary and joint debate of their nature, 
timing, scale, and economic impact, and to examine the options and 
Strategies that are part of the decision-taking process. 

The Introduction, the Opening Address, the six papers and the 
subsequent discussions consider firstly the challenges facing the water 
industry. These include future water resource and pollution control 
prospects and problems; the issues faced by the private sector water 
companies in meeting the special needs of the food production and 
processing industries; and the economic, charging, and regulatory 
implications of developing water, agricultural and environmental 

policies. Secondly, they address the specific needs of agriculture. 
They deal both with the long-term adequacy of water supplies and with 
the European Community and UK control standards that apply to the 
use of agrochemicals and fertilisers. 

We believe that this Conference and these Proceedings will 
contribute to a better understanding and more effective working 
relationship between the water and the agricultural industries. 

JS Marsh 
Director 
Centre for Agricultural Strategy


