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Preface

In promoting this Conference jointly with the Farm Animal Care Trust, the
Centre is fulfilling one of its most important functions; to identify a major
issue and provide a forum for communication and debate. The issue
addressed on this occasion is ‘sustainable livestock farming’, an important
element in the current wider debate on the pressures for changes towards
organic, less intensive, and more environmentally aware systems of
farming. This Conference looks ahead well into the next Century at the wide
range of complex and inter-acting factors and their implications. As such it
makes a contribution towards the development of appropriate strategies by
Government and all the interests concerned with agriculture.

Sustainability can bear many different meanings and definitions -
perhaps the simplest might be ‘meeting the needs of the present generation
without damage to the prospects of future generations’. In planning the
structure and content of this Conference however, the organising bodies’
took a more specific approach, in which they recognised that a sustainable
livestock system has to be biologically sound, morally and politically
acceptable, and economically viable, ensuring an adequate supply of food
and an adequate income for those who produce it.

Theintroductory address, the six excellent papers, and the discussions on
them reported here, outline the emerging scientific and technical options
available to provide food for an expanding global population into the future.
They identify and discuss the constraints and pressures — environmental,
economic, animal health and welfare — that will determine the ability of
livestock production systems to evolve in a sustainable direction. Global
driving forces affecting livestock farming, the distribution and degradation of
natural resources, and international trade dimensions, are assessed. The
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technical, social and political choices facing farmers in developing countries
and the need to select the appropriate technologies for livestock production
are emphasised. The relevance of strategies and options for sustainable
livestock farming systems in the longer term based primarily on European
practices and research is reviewed.

We believe this conference and the proceedings published herein, will
make a valuable contribution to the discussion of the issues and principles of
sustainable livestock systems. They take account of many conflicting but
genuinely held shades of opinion which have to be carefully considered if
balanced guidelines are to be made. We owe much to the speakers who may
understandably have found it difficult in this complex and uncertain area to
make predictions, but who nevertheless accepted the challenge and provided
a vast range of scientific, technical, economic and statistical material that
will undoubtedly help livestock farmers, traders, processors, consumers,
researchers and advisers, and administrators and policy makers to analyse
the issues and formulate their own decisions about the likely trend of events
in the several decades ahead.

We also extend our appreciation to the Farm Animal Care Trust and the
Status of Animals Committee, without whose initiative and financial help, it
would not have been possible to promote this important and timely
conference.

JS Marsh .
Director
Centre for Agricultural Strategy
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