%‘““‘“\N Ag Econ sxes
/‘ RESEARCH IN AGRICUITURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their
employer(s) is intended or implied.


https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/

Centre for Agricultural Strategy

_ Smallfarmers’ Association

Strategies for

family-worked farms
In the UK

Mz
=y

Edited by R B Tranter

CAS Paper 15 December 1983




Tranter, R B (Ed) (1983) Strategies for family-worked
farms in the UK. CAS Paper 15. Reading: Centre for
Agricultural Strategy.

20Mortality in the farming population

of England and Wales:

do own-account farmers and their families
have advantages?

J L Jollans

MORTALITY RATES

In comparing death rates between sections of the community, the Office of

Population Censuses and Surveys (OPCS) divides the population in various ways.

One of these is by Socio-Economic Group (SEG) and the farming community

forms three such groups:

SEG 13 — Farmers — Employers and Managers: Persons who own, rent or
manage farms, market gardens or forests, employing people other
than family workers in the work of the enterprise.

SEG 14 — Farmers — Own Account: Persons who own or rent farms, market
gardens or forests and having no employees other than family
workers,

SEG 15 — Agricultural Workers: Employees engaged in tending crops, animals,
game or forests, or operating agricultural or forest machinery.

Death rates are compared by Standardised Mortality Ratios (SMR’s),

_ Number of observed deaths [
where SMR = Number of expected deaths x 100. '.

The number of expected deaths is calculated from the death rate for the
same national sex/age/cause of death group, adjusted to have the same numbers
of people of each age as the group being observed. The nationa! average SMR is
always 100; a higher or lower figure indicates a higher or lower rate of mortality.

- Table 1 gives the SMR’s, for death from all causes, in most of the SEG’s for
men, wives, single women, boys and girls. The data indicate that employer
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farmers and their employees have average death ratios but their families are not
so fortunate. By comparison, the own-account farmers and their families have
markedly low death ratios. It is interesting to compare these with the ratios for
other own-account workers — the small businessmen and shop -keepers who have
no employees other than family.

Table 2 shows the most important causes of death in the agricuitural and
national populations. The young are relatively prone to death by accident, the
middle-aged by cancer and the older ones by diseases of the circulatory system, !
such as heart attacks and strokes, However, the agricultural population as a whole
are more prone to accidents than the national population. _

Table 3 gives the SMR’s for groups of causes of death within the three SEG’s !
comprising the agricultural population. Clearly, the own-account farmers and fz
their families have low ratios for most causes of death including accidents and,
within the accident classification, including suicide. ;

All data of this type carry qualifications but the OPCS is reasonably confident |
that the broad impression conveyed is trustworthy.

DISCUSSION
The reasons for the low mortality ratios amongst own-account farmers and their
families are obscure but the advantages seem sufficiently large to justify deeper
investigation. Two possibilities are:
(i) The MAFF June census (MAFF, annual) shows that own-account farmers !
tend to be concentrated towards the West and North of the country and may i
therefore be more associated with livestock than crop farming systems, ‘
Against this is the tendency for the general population to have low death
ratios in East Anglia and high ones in the North, North-West and Wales.
(ii) Own-account farmers, particularly those tied to livestock routines, may
work through many illnesses rather than lose time visiting their doctors. In
consequence they may not take so many medicines during their lives.
All medicines should be considered as substances foreign to the body and a
proportion are used to destroy pathogenic life. It is suggested by some in the
medical profession that the cumulative effects of these medicines may serve to
shorten human life.
There may well be other reasons which would be revealed by a more detailed
study of the relationships between farming systems, lifestyles and causes of
death. If, indeed, the own-account farmers and their families do have health
advantages then it is also pertinent to ask whether others should be offered the
opportuntiy to share them. For the time being it would be prudent to research
in greater depth.
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