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Foreword 

In March 1968, C. E. Bishop, president of the American Agricultural Economics 
Association, appointed a committee to investigate the need for a major survey of 
the agricultural economics literature published from the 1940s to the 1970s. The 
committee found that an extensive assessment of this body of literature would 
indeed be of value to research workers, teachers, extension workers, and gradu­
ate stude11ts in economics and economic statistics, sociology, geography, political 
science, and anthropology, as well as teachers, research workers, extension work­
ers, ·and graduate students in the different fields of technical agriculture. In the 
end the committee was assigned the responsibility for planning the project and 
commissioning authors to prepare the papers. 

The original members of the committee were Glenn L. Johnson (Michigan 
State University), M. M. Kelso (University of Arizona), James E. Martin (Vir­
ginia Polytechnic Institute), M. L. Upchurch (Economic Research Service of the 
United States Department of Agriculture), and Lee R. Martin, chairman (Uni­
versity of Minnesota). Early in 1969, James E. Martin resigned from the com­
mittee, and several new members-John P. Doll (University of Missouri), Peter 
G. Helmberger (University of Wisconsin), J. Patrick Madden (Pennsylvania 
State University), and Edward W. Tyrchniewicz (University of Manitoba)­
were appointed. As its first step, the committee tentatively identified the fields to 
be covered and commissioned highly regarded members of the profession to 
draw up outlines of the coverage to be undertaken in_ the different fields. These 
outlines were used in the selection of economists and sociologists to prepare the 
surveys and in negotiating agreements with prospective authors. Once the sur­
veys were prepared, the committee again obtained assistance from highly com­
petent members of the profession to make critical, constructive evaluations of 

xvii 
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each survey draft. In the stages of outline preparations and paper reviews, the 
committee sought to strike a representative balance among differing viewpoints 
in .,each field. For the preparation of the papers themselves, the committee ob­
tained the services of outstanding rural social scientists with special competence 
in the respective fields. 

In connection with the surveys published in this volume, substantial assistance 
was provided by the following individuals: 

PART ONE. Agricultural Development in Sub-Saharan Africa: A Critical Sur-. 
vey. Preparation of outline: Carl K. Eicher. Review of paper: Dunstan Spencer, 
Derek Byerlee. 

PART TWO. Agriculture in Economic Development: Theories, Findings, and 
Challenges in an Asian Context. Preparation of outline: John W. Mellor. Review 
of paper: Yujiro Hayami, Vernon Ruttan, Randy Barker, Dave Feeny, and Delane 
Welsch. 

PART THREE. The Theory, Empirical Evidence, and Debates on Agricultural 
Development Issues in Latin America: A Selective Survey. Preparation of outline: 
G. Edward Schuh. Review of paper: Alain de Janvry, Richard A. King, William 
C. Thiesenhusen, Alberto Vald~s, and Robert Stevens. 

PART FOUR. Philosophic Foundations of Agricultural Economic Thought 
from World War II to the Mid-1970s. Preparation of outline: Glenn L. Johnson. 
Review of paper: W. Burl Back, M. M. Kelso, the late A.N. Halter. 

This list includes only the official reviewers who acted on behalf of the asso­
ciation and the committee. Many other individuals who assisted the a~thors of 
the surveys in different ways are cited in the notes preceding most of the surveys. 
Authors were urged to incorporate into their surveys the comments and sugges­
tions provided by the respective reviewers, but final decisions about the content 
of the surveys were left to the discretion of the authors. 

The Committee on Publication of Postwar Literature Reviews arranged for 
publication of the four-volume set of literature surveys. Members of that com­
mittee were Emerson M. Babb (chairman), J. Patrick Madden, Lee R. Martin, 
and the late John C. Redman. Neil Harl provided valuable assistance to both 
committees in the publication phase. · ' 

On behalf of the members of the association, the Postwar Literature Review 
Committee, and the Publication Committee, I wish to express sincere gratitude 
to the authors of the surveys in the volume and to the advisers, reviewers, and 
others who participated in the planning and implementation of this project. 

Finaliy, I would like to direct readers' attention to literature surveys of some 
\ 
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closely related fields of agricultural economics-surveys that both complement 
and supplement the surveys in the four volumes. 

The following surveys have been published in an Australian journal, the Re-
11ietv of Marketing and Agricultu,·al Economics. · 

Weinschenck, G., W. Henricksmeyer, and F. Aldinger [1969). "The Theory of Spatial Equi­
librium and Optimum Location in Agriculture: A Survey." 37(1):3-70. 

Renborg, U. [1970). "Growth of the Agricultural Firm: Problems and Theories." 38(2) :51-101. 

Dillon, J. L. [1971 ). "An Expository Review of Bernoullian Decision Theory in Agricul­
ture: Is Utility Futility?" 39(1):3-80. 

Gray, R. W., and D. J. S. Rutledge [1971]. "The Economics of Commodity Futures Mar­
kets: A Survey." 39(4):57-i08. 

Breimyer, H.F. [1973). "The Economics of Agricultural Marketing: A Survey." 41(4):115-
165. 

Anderson, J. R. [1974]. "Simulation: Methodology and Application in Agricultural Eco­
nomics." 42(1):3-55. 

Richardson, R. A. [1976]. "Structural Estimates of Domestic Demand for Agricultural 
Products in Australia: A Review." 44(3):71-100. 

Dillon, J. L., and C. Perry [1977]. "Multiattribute Utility Theory, Multiple Objectives and 
Uncertainty in Ex Ante Project Evaluation." 45(1):3-27. 

Anderson, J. R. [1979]. "Impacts of Climatic Variability in Australian Agriculture." 
47(3):147-177. 

Greig, I. D. [1981]. "Agricultural Research Management and the Ex Ante Evaluation of 
Research Proposals: A Review." 49(2):73-94. 

Kennedy, J. 0. S. [1981]. "Applications of Dynamic Programming to Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries: Review and Prognosis." 49(3) :141-173. 

Godden, D. [1982]. "Plant Variety Rights in Australia: Some Economic Issues." 50(1):51-95. 

Randall, A. [1982]. "Economic Surplus Concepts and Their Use in Benefit Cost Analysis." 
50(2):135-163. 

Mules, T. J. [1983]. "Input-Output Analyses in Australia: An Agricultural Perspective." 
51(1):9-30. 

Sgro, P. M. [1983]. "A Selective Review of Developments in International Trade Theory: 
Commercial Policy and Free Trade." 51(1):31-50. 

Colman, D. [1983]. "A Review of the Arts of Supply Response Analysis." 51:201-230. 
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