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Average yield per acre of potatoes has been rising rapidly since 1940.
Substantial but much less dramatic increases in average yield per acre of
comgercial truck crops have occurred in recent years, dus partly to use of
more fertilizer in racponse to rising prices. Yields per acre of swset
potatoes, dry edible beans and dry field peas however, have shomm little
consistont trond. '

Wearly all vegetable crops arc grown ag annuals 1/ and 2 congiderable
number have growing scasons short cnough to permit more +han ong crop to be
grovm in sor=s areas of tho United States. Consequently, farmers can and do
adjust their vegetable acrosges at least annually. In the past, farmers
gencrally have inereaged or decrezsed acreage of vegetables promptly and
emphatically in responsc to the relative level of prices received in past
seasons or anticipated for curreat seasons. Therefore, the acreage of any
one vogetable is quickly altered to meet any changes in effective derand.

In fact, the adjustment is frequently overdone, as evidoneed by tha frequent,
alternate surplus and shortage of onions and czbbaga.

ithether or not adequate adjustments in the production of vegetables
arc mede as necded depends among other things upon vhat alternatives the
grovwers have. If satisfactory altermatives are available, the needed adjust-
ments will be made. However, if the general pricc level falls, no alternatives
are 2pt to be very satisfactory, and necded adjustments might not bs made.

Heather will continue to produce sizeable variations in yield and totel
production. These variations will be reflected inverssly in the prices
received by farmers. The general level of prices received by farmers for all
vegetables, howaever, will be detemmined primarily by the n2tional level of
employnent and disposable personal incomo.

1/ Excluding production for secd purposes.
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VaGETABLES, 1949

By Ho Vo lumford, Jr.

Domsstic demand for vogetables through ab least the first half of 1949
ig cxpected to conbinuo sbout as strong as in 1948. Export demand may ba
. Somevhat weakers

Potatoes share in this general prospsct for vegetables. This doss not
imply, hoviaver, thab prices received by farmers for potatoes in 1949 vwill ba
28 high as in 1948. Vhat farmers get for potatees next year will depend upon
how weny potatoes are grewm and the level of support sclected within the 60
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o 20 percent of parity range permitted by law. The farmers of this country
have repsatedly demonstrated their ability and willingness to produce more
potatoes than we necd at the high levels of prices supporied in recent years.

Denand for sweebpotatoes in 1949 is expzcted to bz no stronger than in
1948, in spite of continucd high income. Experience with the belowr=averago
crops of 1947 and 1948 secms to indicate that with many people feeling the
pinch of the repidly rising cost of living, vo have about reached a ceiling
price for sweetpotatoes, which ars considered somewhat of a lwnuwry by many
consuners in northorn markets. As long as employment and incomo arc maintaincd
on levels as high as arc curvently foreseen for most of 1948, farmers probably
«rill be able to sell sueebpotatoes ab prices asbout as high as those received
in 1947 ard 1948, for equal quantities. Price support pwchases may again bs
necessary on the Hastern Shore of Virginia ard Maryland and in North Carolina,
if farmers in thesc areas again prcduce ths same varicties and attenmpt to
soll at digging time a quantity as large as in 1947 or 1948. Price support
on the 1949 crop through December 31, 1949 will be within the range of 60
t0 90 percent of parity specificd by law.

L™

Domestic demand for dry edible beans in 1949 is expected to continue ~7
obout ae strong as in 19h8, bub foreign demand probably will be weakers Unless/
the 19h9 crop is substantially smaller than the 1948 crop, prices received
by farmers will again rest heavily upon the support level. Under the Agricule-
tural Act of 1948, support for dsy beans in 1949 must bs within the range of
60 to 90 percsnt of parity. With parity at tho September 15, 1948 level, 60
percent of parity is $5.05 or $2.53 per 100 pounds less than 90 percent of
paridy. :

Doxsstic demznd for dry field peas is expscted to be no stronger in
1949 than in 1948, and foreign demund may be oven weaker. Even if the 1949
crop 18 no larger than tha 1948 crop, which is considerably smaller than tho
recont 10=year avercge, pricos Yo farmers probably will rest heavily upon the
support levels. Support in 1949 will fall within iho range of €0 to 50 por—
gonh of parify. AL tho Soptexbor 15, 19h8 level of parity, thie range of &0
to 90 makes a differsnce of $1,57 per 100 pounds. ‘

Demand for frech and procossed vapoizbles is expectcd o contimuz stronyz
throughout most of 1919. The uncertainty with respsct o the sceond half of
tho year arises oub of the unpredictables intornational situotion and frca tho
cunmulative effects of on2 moro boom year in this country. Aside frem this
uncertainty, howsver, ne markcd reduction "in censumer inccmes and domestic
depand for farm products gonerally is foxeseen ab this Tima. Acrcage and
producticn probably will be sustained on & generally high level. Prices vhlch
grovers will receive for individuzl truck crops, of course, will reflect
inversely any substantial increase or decrease in preducition o supplies.
Prices received in the first quorter of 1949 for cabbago, carrots and onions
arg expected Yo be lovor than in ths first quarisr of this year, bocausc
of tho larger storage stocks c:pectcd thic winter. For these who grow truek
crops for comersial cenning and freezing, 1949 probably +will be another year
of preduction and'prices, not greatly different then in 1948, 1o morz thmn
nornal vorking stocks of canned and froten vogotables arc epeected to ramein
in tho hands of packers and vholesale distribubtors at the beginming of the
1919 pack scason. :







