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St. Louis, Missouri

Dear Reader,

We are fortunate to again have the ABA economists’ review of agricul-
tural bank performance for 1995 in this issue. 1 am pleased to report 10

you that 1995 was another good year for ag banks and most of their cus-
tomers. With all good news, there is always sOme bad as well:

« finding funding sources for future loan growth 18 becoming
a large concern for many ag banks;

« the cattle industry continues t0 struggle;

« drought hurt 2 1ot of farmers;

« hedge to arrive contracts have caused problems for some
farmers and elevators.

1 never thought that 1 would see 2 period in time when high grain prices
were a bad thing. But ag bankers and their customers will figure out
how to get through these rough spots.

All of these issues, and more, will be addressed at “The National Fair
of 1deas for Ag Bankers,” The 1996 Nationa Agricultural Bankers
Conference. This year the conference will be held November 17 -20 in
Kansas City, Mo. For more than 40 years ag bankers have come togeth-
er to learn new things and share ideas. This year W€ celebrate the con-

; : ference with our national fair theme-

Call me at 202-663-5100 if you would like to know
more about the conference.

See you in Kansas City!

Sincerely,
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