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Agricultural Outlook Forum For Release: Thursday, February 22, 1996

GLOBAL AGRICULTURAL WEATHER SITUATION

Raymond P. Motha

Supervisory Meteorologist

USDA/WAOB/JAWF

Summary
The immediate area of concern is the prospect for winter wheat in the southern Great Plains.

Spring planting conditions must also be watched closely in the western Com Belt. Recent

rain helps Argentina’s soybeans but more is needed. Moisture supplies are favorable for

early spring growing conditions in Ukraine and southern Russia. Periodic flooding hits

eastern com areas of South Africa.

United States

Winter wheat was poorly established in the southern Great Plains prior to winter dormancy,

due to insufficient autumn moisture. Highly fluctuating winter temperatures and below-

normal precipitation and periodic high winds have aggravated crop conditions. Recent

warmth is pushing the crop out of dormancy, but winter grains are still vulnerable to late

winter and early spring freezes. This year is very similar to the 1988 (planting)/ 1989

(growing) season.

If the persistent, highly variable weather pattern plaguing the Great Plains expands into the

western Com Belt, spring planting may be affected. Timely rain would then be needed for

com and soybean establishment.

Europe

Winter crop prospects are favorable, although periodic bitter cold in the northeast stressed

winter barley and rapeseed. Autumn moisture was favorable for winter crop emergence.

Atlantic storms have recently brought precipitation for spring growth. The long running

drought over the Iberian peninsula was broken by heavy winter rains.

FSU
Winter grains are in good condition, with favorable planting moisture and adequate winter

snowcover in most areas. Moisture supplies in traditional winter wheat producing areas in

Ukraine and southern Russia have been much better than the previous year, providing a good

start to spring growing conditions.
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Northwestern Africa

Adequate to abundant moisture since planting began in November has kept winter grains

well-watered in Morocco. Rainfall in November and December was below normal in Algeria

and Tunisia, but soil moisture has increased substantially in recent weeks, boosting winter

grain prospects.

South Africa

One of the wettest com growing seasons on record provides much improved production

prospects compared with last year's drought-reduced crop (9.0 MMT February 1996 estimate

vs. 4.7 MMT in 1994/95. One concern is the response of local drought-resistant varieties to

cold, wet weather. Beneficially warmer and drier weather in early February improved

conditions, but marginal com growing areas in the west experienced some stress. Inundating

rain this past week renewed flooding in sections of the com belt and coastal sugarcane areas.

Argentina

Wheat production declined (8.6 MMT vs. 1 1.3 MMT in 1994/95) due to unfavorably dry

weather. Oppressive heat and dryness adversely affected com establishment in December,

but January weather improved for corn development (1 1 MMT February 1996 estimates vs.

10.9 MMT in 1994/95). Soil moisture is limited due to the variable rainfall. Recent rain

benefits flowering soybeans but more rain is needed.

Brazil

Heavy rain in January and early February eased early season dryness in time for soybean

flowering (23.0 MMT vs. 26.0 MMT in 1994/95, a new record). Moisture supplies have

dramatically increased in recent weeks, with some localized flooding.

Australia

Timely rain boosted wheat production to 17.0 MMT vs. 8.9 MMT in 1994/95. Most summer

crop areas have received abundant rains, improving prospects for sorghum, cotton, and

sugarcane. Due to a recent drying trend, western and southern pastures need rain.

China

Warmer weather causes winter wheat to lose some winter hardiness across the North China

Plain. January rainfall benefits winter grains and oilseeds across the Yangtze Valley.
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A
Forum

CAPTURE

Agricultural AUDI° /

Outlook Meeting tiie Challenges
of International Trade

Omni Shoreham Hotel

Washington, DC
February 21 - 22, 1996

COMPLETE AUDIO SET
$140.00

PROFESSIONALLY
RECORDED* DUPLICATEDBY
SATELLITE BROADCASTING

458®E MACK AVENUE
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 21701

Phone: (800) 747-0856 • (301) 662-0371

Fas: (301) 662-4014

E-Mail: berney@fred.net

Qty. Tape No. Title

THE ENTIRE DEBATE
VIDEO CASSETTES

ORDER FORM.

ATTHE CONFERENCE
You may purchase tapes at our
Booth in the registration area.

AFTERTHECONFERENCE
Return this convenient mail order

form. Tapes will be sent within

two to three weeks.

Price Amount

HZ-01 A/

B

A Growth Strategy for U. S. Agriculture; U. S. and World Economic Prospects; The Outlook for U. S. and (2 Tapes)

World Agriculture

$14.00

HZ-02A/B PANEL: Building Prosperity with U. S. Trading Partners <2 Tapes) $14.00

HZ-03 Meeting the U. S. Trade Challenge $ 7.00

HZ-04 Prospects for Freer Trade in a Diverse World Economy $ 7.00

HZ-05 Grains and Oilseeds $ 7.00

HZ-06 Dairy Forum $ 7.00

HZ-07 The Changing Global Marketplace $ 7.00

HZ-08 Farm Finance Forum $ 7.00

HZ-09 Livestock and Poultry Forum $ 7.00

HZ-10 Sweeteners Forum $ 7.00

HZ-11 Cotton Forum $ 7.00

HZ-12 Grains Luncheon $ 7.00

HZ-13 Sweeteners Luncheon $ 7.00

HZ-14 Livestock Luncheon $ 7.00

HZ-15 Cotton Luncheon $ 7.00

HZ-16A/B China's Place in World Agriculture (2 Tapes) $14.00

HZ-17A/B Horticulture Products Forum (2 Tapes) $14.00

HZ-18A/B Tobacco Forum (2 Tapes) $14.00

HZ-19 Pre-conference Workshop: Regional Issues Shaping the Long-Term Agricultural trade Outlook ^ $ 7.00

HZ-20A/B World Agricultural Weather Outlook (2 Tapes) $14.00

HZ-100 CQMPLETESET AUDIOTAPES (Cassettes in Storage Albums) $140.00

All presentations are unedited & verbatim material

on high quality audio & video tapes. All sales final.

Please include payment with your order.

VIDEO TAPES AVAILABLE

SUBTOTAL
Maryland Residents Add 5% Sales TAX
SHIPPING & HANDLING (Audio tapes only) U.S. & Canada $4.50

FOREIGN SHIPPING $4.50 per tape* •• Maximum $40.00

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

HZV-01 A Growth Strategy for U. S. Agriculture; U. S. and World Economic Prospects; The Outlook for U. S. and World Agriculture $ 25.00

HZV-02 PANEL: Building Prosperity with U. S. Trading Partners $ 25.00

HZV-03 Meeting the U. S. Trade Challenge $ 25.00

FOREIGN COUNTRY VERSIONS @ $5.00 EXTRA/ TAPE
1 Need My Tape in PAL/ SECAM FORMAT

METHOD OF PAYMENT:
Enclosed is my CHECK (Drawn on US Bank in US Funds)
VISA MASTERCARD AMEX DISCOVER

SUBTOTAL
Maryland Residents Add 5% Sales TAX
SHIPPING & HANDLING (Video tapes only) U.S. & Canada $ 5.00

FOREIGN SHIPPING $5.00 per tape

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

DATE
§3

PLEASE PRINT

Name

Acct. No.Exp.

Date

Signature

MAIL TO:

Company

Address

City State Zip

Phone No. ( )

m

%

BROADCASTING
4580 Mack Avenue, Suite E

Frederick, MD 21703

(800) 747-0856 • (301) 662-0371

Fax: (301) 662-4014

E-Mail: berney@fred.net

charter member, INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS
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Long-Term Commodity Projections

Projections for U.S. agriculture, farm trade and major crop and livestock commodities from

1996 to 2005. 44 pages. Released February 1996 at the Agricultural Outlook Forum.

Ask for
“
Long-term Agricultural Projections to 2005 (WAOB-96-1). $12.00.

Farm Bill Backgrounders

Program history, industry descriptions and issues and options for the 1996 farm bill. Twelve

reports on: dairy, cotton, honey, tobacco, peanuts, sugar, wheat, rice, feed grains, oilseeds,

marketing orders and export programs. Single titles $9-12; all 12 for $65.

Crop and Climate Reference

More than 200 maps of crop and climate data; 18 crops in 19 key world regions. Benchmark

crop and climate data, crop calendars.. Articles on the El Nino phenomenon and the

agriculture of the former Soviet Union. 163 pp. Major World Crop Areas and Climatic

Profdes, AH-664. $20.00.

Order Today. Call 1-800-999-6779 or 703-834-0125. Write to ERS-

NASS, 341 Victory Lane, Herndon, VA 22070. Charges accepted. Prices

include first class postage. Add 25 percent for non-U. S. address.




