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EDITORS’ REPORT FOR 1990-91

This is the third and final report of the Wash-
ington State University editorship. We began
receiving manuscripts in July 1988. During the
period July 1988-September 1991, we re-
ceived 253 new manuscripts. Of these, 80 have
been published or accepted for publication.
Thirty-one manuscripts are either in the active
revise and resubmit category or are currently
under review. Six manuscripts were with-
drawn. This gives an acceptance rate of 37%
on new manuscripts completing the review

process over the past three years. This is sim-

ilar to the 39% rate recorded over 1985-88.
The WJAE has continued to grow during the
past three years. The 253 new manuscripts re-
ceived during our editorship compares to 244
received during the preceding three years for
a net increase of 4%.

The WJAE remains a popular publication
outlet for applied economists outside the west-
ern region of the United States and Canada.
During the past three years, 39.4% of the new
submissions have come from locations in Can-
ada and the United States east of the Mani-
toba-to-Texas boundary of the WAEA. An-
other 4% have come from countries other than
Canada and the U.S. Of the total submissions,
10.8% have come from Canada.

Some 71% of first-round reviews on manu-
scripts over the past three years have been
completed within three months and 95% with-
in four months.

Several innovations and policy changes oc-
curred during the past three years. The Asso-
ciation passed a new policy requiring docu-
mentation of estimation procedures and
potential disclosure of data used in WJAE ar-
ticles effective January 1988. On the whole,
the data and estimation disclosure require-
ment has worked well. All but three authors
submitting articles during the past three years

have consented to it. Of those three submis- -

sions, two were withdrawn and one was even-
tually accepted as the result of a compromise
that permitted a third party to provide aggre-
gated statistical results from the utilized con-
fidential government data set. These aggregat-
ed results were considered an adequate
substitute for the raw data which legally could

not be made available. It is possible, of course,
that some authors have not submitted articles
to the WJAE because of the data disclosure
requirement. Any such effect, however, has not
precluded the Journal from receiving an in-
creasing number of submissions. In 1989, the
data and estimation policy was revised to re-
quire authors to make date available at cost
upon request for “five years” instead of “a
reasonable period of time.”

With the initiation of the WAEA Annual
Meeting Proceedings in 1989, the WJAE began
considering for publication only those annual
meeting invited papers which were submitted
by the authors through regular channels. This
policy treated invited papers the same as se-
lected papers and is consistent with the Jour-
nal’s policy of publishing only reviewed arti-
cles. For the WAEA invited papers sessions
for 1989 and 1990, 11 invited papers were
submitted for review, four were published or
accepted for publication, and two are in the
active revise and resubmit category. This gives
an acceptance rate of 44% to date for those
invited papers which have completed the re-
view process under this policy. In July 1991
the Association modified this policy slightly.
Invited papers must still be submitted and un-
dergo review, but reviewers are to be informed
of the objective which the invited paper pre-
senter was asked to pursue in the paper.

Beginning with our editorship, the previ-
ously separated positions of Associate Editor
and Technical Editor were integrated into a
single position. Diane Marsh has provided ex-
emplary service in meeting the multifaceted
requirements of this new position. Much of
the smooth running of the Journal during the
past three years can be credited to Diane’s pro-
fessionalism and dedication.

Beginning with the July 1989 issue, all WJAE
authors have been asked to sign a copyright
release agreement modeled after the AJAE
form. This form replaced the implicit release
of copyright formerly assumed. The formal
copyright release policy has worked smoothly
with all authors routinely signing the release
upon request. Also in July 1989 the Journal
initiated a new editorial statement formally
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encouraging submission of comments on
WJAE articles. Three comments have been
submitted since the initiation of the policy.
We appreciate the consistent professional
services of Allen Press in Lawrence, Kansas,
which has served as our publisher during the
past three years. Maurice Baker, Secretary-
Treasurer of the Association, has capably han-
dled the financial side of the Journal’s oper-
ations and maintained the Journal mailing list.
We express our gratitude to the Washington
State University College of Agriculture and
Home Economics and to the Department of
Agricultural Economics which underwrote one-
half of the direct costs of the editorial office
during the past three years. We express our
special appreciation for the services of the
Journal referees and the Editorial Council.
Without the willing voluntary services of ref-
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erees, our professional journals could not exist.
The names of those individuals who served as
referees during 1990-91 are listed following
this report. WJAE Editorial Council members
who have provided policy advice over the past
three years are listed on the inside front cover
of this issue.

Finally, we extend our best wishes for suc-
cess to the incoming editors of the Journal,
Myles J. Watts of Montana State University
and Jeffrey T. LaFrance of the University of
Arizona. We have found the past three years
of this editorship both professionally reward-
ing and personally gratifying. We believe that
the new editors will find it so as well. We are
confident that authors, reviewers, and other
members of the profession will extend to them
the same courtesies, professional expertise, and
general support which have been offered to us.
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WAEA 1990 AWARD WINNERS

OUTSTANDING MASTERS THESIS
JUAN A. ESPINOSA, “Hedonic Price Estimation for Kansas Wheat Characteristics,”

Kansas State University
BARRY K. GOODWIN, Advisor

OUTSTANDING EXTENSION PROGRAM

JIM JACOBS, JOHN HEWLETT, and DOUG AGEE, “Farm Financial Management,”
University of Wyoming

OUTSTANDING PUBLISHED RESEARCH

JULIAN M. ALSTON, COLIN A. CARTER, RICHARD GREEN, and DANIEL PICK,
University of California, Davis, “Whither Armington Trade Models?” Amer. J. Agr.
Econ. 72(1990):455-67.
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WILLIAM C. NELSON, North Dakota State University
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