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INDIAN AGRICULTURE IN THE WESTERN STATES--A TRAINING LABORATORY — 

FOR AGRICULTURAL TECHNICIANS OVERSEAS BOUND 

iL. Mayland Parker 
Arizona State University 

In the Eleven Western States there are agricultural resources at the disposal 
of many agricultural educational institutions that are, for the most part, being 
ignored as a potential educational facility for training agricultural technicians 
overseas bound. These little-used agricultural instructional facilities are the 
Indian reservation lands and their inhabitants which have varied and interesting 

cultural characteristics. These lands consist of over 62 ,000 square miles, an 

area larger than the State of Iowa (Table 1). There are over a half million acres 
irrigated on these trust lands which is an area twice the size of the Salt River 

Project in Arizona (Table 2). There is an Indian population of 195,420 people 
living on or adjacent to these reservations with another 60,700 living away from 

the reservations (Table 1). This gives a total population in the Eleven Western 
States of over a quarter of a million people, representing almost 100 different 
tribes.= 

Why is the Indian agriculture of the Western States and the Indian people 
associated with this agriculture such an important educational and instructional 

resource facility for colleges and universities of the West? 

1. U.S. agriculture faces perhaps the greatest challenge it has ever faced 

because the world is aware of our agricultural revolution which gives a 
ray of hope for its starving and undernourished people. 

2. We must assume the responsibility of sharing with the world our techno- 

logical revolution in agriculture, or be prepared to meet the cost of the 
consequence, | i 

3. Whether we like it or not, the agricultural extension services of our 

universities have become worldwide and will likely continue to expand. 

What are we doing to meet this challenge? As one looks at our Nation's 
experience in handling the problems of our own indigenous population, one wonders 

how well prepared we are to extend our extension activities around the world. 

Many scholars feel that all we have to do is sell all of these various cultures 
our economic and social approach and the problems of hunger and need will vanish. 

Over the years this has been the main objective of our policy towards the American 

Indian and how well have we succeeded? Even though this policy has been more or 

less vigorously pursued for the American Indian over the past one-hundred to two- 
hundred years, the Indians have not been assimilated, except perhaps where they 

have been the benefactors of tremendous economic windfalls and/or where non- 

endogamous marriages have become prevalent, and frequently these two factors con- 

‘tributing to assimilation have been simultaneous. Yet after all of this time | 
and background experience, there are many highly recognized scholars who still 

feel that the only solution for the American Indian is for him to become assimilated 

into the main stream of the American culture, 

  

1/ United States Department of the Interior, United States Indian Population and 
Land, 1962, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Washington, D, C., March 1963. 
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| One cannot deny that our culture and our economic way of life has had an impact 

upon the Indian culture. Even on the most remote reservations the pickup truck has 

almost brought to extinction the team and wagon. And, TV antennae "decorate" the 

roofs of many adobe sandwich houses of the Southwest. Yet the medicine man remains; 

the use of peyote seems to increase without benefit of the radio and TV commercials. 

In 1961 a personal survey was made in a Maricopa Indian community near Phoenix, 

and this study indicated that almost all of the families would like a higher level 

of living and that they would be interested in adult education programs to increase 

their farming and technical arts skills. Such attitudes as these would indicate 

that the Maricopa Indians were ready for assimilation, but then they were asked 

if they would like to return to any of the traditions of their forefathers, and 

most replied that they would, With this response, they were then asked what 

tradition they would most like to return to and without exception they indicated 

that their first and foremost preference was the tradition of working together. 

They were then asked why they didn't now practice this tradition. They gave varied 

answers, but the most prevalent answer was that Christianity had separated them 

(this reason was given by both the Christian and non-Christians), or that they had 

gone away to the white man's schools and that the "almighty dollar" and the white 

man's ways had disrupted or destroyed their much-prized tradition. 

Perhaps this disruption of this old tradition is an indication that the 

assimilation process is slowly but surely taking place and perhaps this is a correct 

assumption. But, if it is taking place, it is very slow and has become very de- 

moralizing for the Maricopa Indian people for they are in a state of frustration 

trying to select "correct" values, thus creating an apathetic stiuation and a loss 

of motivation. No doubt the assimilation process is slowly taking place, but 

they are stubbornly resisting many aspects of it. For example, in the early 1950's, 

a small group of Maricopa, all high school graduates and in their forties, decided 

that they were going to revive the tradition of working together, and they organized 

a cooperative farm. This venture was not endorsed by all members of the community 

and it has been a rough social and economic battle over the years, but the organiza- 

tion still survives. In 1961 an attempt was made to see how acceptable the coopera- 

tive was in the community and to find out what kind of farming institutional arrange- 

ments the Indian people really wanted. To ascertain their preference in this 

matter, five alternatives, which would represent both the Indian and the non- 

Indian culture, were selected, They were then asked to indicate their preference 

of alternatives in the order of importance. The alternatives were as follows: 

(1) farm as an individual farmer; (2) lease to white farmers; (3) lease to the 

Indian cooperative in the community; (4) organize a new cooperative or corpora-~ 

tion for farming; and (5) create an organization where the Maricopas would all 

work together and share equally. The alternative that received the greatest 

number of first votes was the fifth alternative with the number one alternative 

being next. And most of those who picked the number one alternative as their first 

choice selected the fifth alternative as their second choice. To check their con- 

'gistency in these value judgements they were asked later in the questionnaire 

whether they would like to be the most successful farmer in the community or whether 

they would like to see others equally successful. To this, every Maricopa inter- 

viewed replied that he would like to see the others in the community equally 

successful. At the end of the questionnaire, they were asked how a white man would 

want to farm if they lived in the Maricopa Colony and all replied that the white 

man would want to farm individually or have a large corporation farm, 

To confirm the Indian's appraisal of the white man's set of values, the above 

questions were asked of students taking classes in agricultural economics and as 
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one might easily guess the Indian appraisal of the white man's values was veri- 
fied. But how well does the average white man, the student, or the university 
professor know the Indian values of those with whom he will be serving overseas? 

It would appear that if universities are going to continue their involve- 
ment in training and assigning people for overseas assignments, they might con- 
sider a program of utilizing Indian reservations as part of their training pro- 
gram, for the foresighted students planning overseas careers in agriculture, © 
Such an experience and training would give them an awareness of cross-cultural 
values andthe problems associated with the introduction of technological change 
in a cross-gultural setting. It would also be hoped that such training programs 
could be organized in such a way so that beneficial results could be experienced 
by the Indian people. Too often universities in using human laboratories for 
training their specialists have considered the human beings they practice on in 
much the same light as a guinea pig. A recent article in The New Republic touches 
on this in the following remark: “How ironic it is that as medical students learn 
from, while treating, low-income patients, there is little reciprocal learning 
in the other direction, In the slums, many residents are pitifully ignorant of 
disease and of the working of the human body. Hospitals could, in the act of 
expansion, set up small clinics which could also become schools for health. "2/ 

If universities were to use Indian reservations as training laboratories, for 
technicians overseas bound, such laboratories and clinics should also become 
schools for Indians. 

  

It is felt that the universities in the Eleven Western States have some unique 
resources at their convenient disposai for training technicians who will be work- 
ing with people in other cultures, and they should be utilized, Governmental | 
agencies such as AID, and the Peace Corps; the universities; and other organiza- 
tions frequently have difficulty finding agricultural people having the rare 
combination of technical skills and cultural appreciation and understanding that 
is so essential for meeting the agricultural challenge in foreigh lands, and it 
would appear that a mutually beneficial program could be worked out with the 
Indian people to help meet the challenge. 
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2/ Colebrook, Joan, "People of the Slums" II-The Backyards of Academia, The New 
Republic, pp. 17 and 18, June 29, 1963. 
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