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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

by
D, Barton Doloach
Oregon State College

Members of the Western Farm Economics Asgociation and Frionds:

On behalf of the Western Farm Economics Acsociation T wish to cxprecs its
appreciation for the plans worked out by Dean Ryerson, Professor Griffin and
their staff, The accommodations for our members, their families, and the con-
vention meetings arc highly satisfactory.

The privilege of serving as president of your association during the post
year has bcen a pleasant one. I feel honored. For that horor I thank you.

The program of our Association during 1947-48 varied only slightly from
thot of preceding yecars., Your officers: have concorned themselves with specific
agssigmments given at the Logan meeting,and in preparing for this confercnco.
The first obligation was delegatod to your committccs among which was the onc
of agricultural policy. The sccond assicgnment became o real chors on occosions.
It required much time, some expense, and a few slecpless nights, The suspon'o
will probably lessen ag the progrem draws nearer to a close, because thors uill
be less likelihood of cancellations. The duty of preparing a vrogram to
parade before the mémbership at its annunl mecting requires the help of meny
people, It is with a great deal of versonal satisfaction that I can say thot
this help vas generous and the progrem as you sec it is largely e result of
tho work of my associates, We feel that the plan is, in the main, good, The
major shortcomings in our proparation will be more in evidence as the mectings
progress,

It was not possible to meet ecch request or to provide time for cach sub-
Ject that was worthy of consideration., The sectional meets are largely the
result of the efforts of the subject-matter groups whose interests are indi-
cated by the structure of their particular group meetings, Personally I focl
our majér omission was our failurc to include a section relating te tecching.
techniques and problems in the fiold of agricultural economics, As a group
our attention and interests are being directed toward rescarch and extension
activities., These phases of agricultural cconomics appeal more to adminis-
trators and taxpayers. Since this condition is truc ond has been truc for
some time, we arc now facing the conscquonces, Today there 1s visible evidence
that good research and good extension cannot be carried on without trained
beople., What is our answer?

A fow matters have arisen within our association that deserve the ate
tontion of the members, Iet us turn to them,

1. There is a need for a more thorough contoct with the nembership than
18 possible under present arrangements, The expericnce of the past presidents
as well as myself in attempting to work through the state councilmen is lack-
ing in many respects,




2, Only two or threec states have eny arrangements for expan’ing the nc-
tivitics of their councilmen to include contacto with menmbers outsiic the
college or university. Ixcept for onc state, no meetinge of the state grovps
arc held between the annucl conferences, Membership interest lags.

3. The obligations of the Association's secrcotary under present con-
ditions do not peimit othcr than routine corresponicnce. The office of the
secretary is the only office with any continuity; thereforc, questions of our
organization, cven though minor, foll into inexpericnced hands., Proccdures
arc laphazard and time conswaing., Something is nccessary to maintain an acti-e
Interest on the part of our members, Interest and participation go hond in
hond, The scecretarinl office could become the vehicle through which this con-
tact and interest is stimulated. I believe this motter is worthy of the ot-
tention of the Association when it is making its plans for the coming yeor.

Lk, The matter of Joint memborships for graduate students in the Ancrican
Farm Econcmica Assoclation should be given attention., This subject was trovzhi
to the ettention of the cxecutive cormittec durinz +the past year. Your com-
mittee decided, temporarily, that graduate students should bte cntitled to a
Join{ membership with the Amcrican Farm Economics fissociation at a rate below
that given to regular menbers,

Your Association has fulfilled its cbligations to the American Furm
Leononics Association during the past year, Your president participated in the
annuel meeting ot Green Leoke, and the Averican Famm Leoromics Association
Cowacil meeting ot Chicago. Morce than 40 percent of our merbers hold joint
membersiips with the A,F.F,A. Without being too svecific as to details, the
cxigting relationghips between the American Farm Economics Lssociation and our
group nre in neod of clarification. The Proesident of the Western Farm
Economics Associntion is en cx-officio member of ~the executive council of The
Americen Farm Ecoromics Association., lNonc of the officers of the American is
on any of owr committecs., This should be congidercd carefully.

I have confined my rcmarks thus far to certain Ascociction problems os I
Sec them. Butb before I conclude, I wish to comment briefly on a matter that
affccts ouwr profession as well as our organization,

Rocently conacted federol lezislation for research in the marketingz of
farm products hes afforded to owr profession an opportunity to advance its
uscfulness to society. It is truc thet the funds appropriated for marketinz
studics are emnll comparcd to the governmental subsidies and suprorts grartocd
amually to some of our minor famm crops, But thesc funds are still large
cnough to test cur abilities to staff a rescarch orzanization and to do ro-
Search work that merits the continuance of the apwnroprietions, Thic is no% en
alorming condition provided it is viewed in its proper perspective, Progrens
ES being mede in developing an efficient organization, It sheuld be compored
60 the organizing and tooling activities of industries. A part of the coist 18
that of experimenting in the developniont of an orgunization to do roscarch;
anothor part is a cost of training and recruiting worlkers for the task os-
Signed to us by Congress, Any veasonablc appraisal would e that a consitei-
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able part of the cutlay should be agsigned to recoverable charges.

Lo a group of professional people we have a great deal to do to tale owr-
Sclves out of the popular classification of impractical drecmers and scrvanis
OL pressure groups, We have never had a belter opportunity to do this thon
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now, Ve have never had a bettocr opportunity to serve our country wiscly than
ve have today. Sound leadership in studying the economic problems of a ;ri-
culture is needed desperatcly. We os a group of profession economists are in
a position to lead. The csscnce of true leadership demands that we inopire

sufficicnt confidence among our constituents to make them willing and easger to
follow, That is our job,






