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BEET LABOR PROBLEMS IN COLORADO

R. We Roskelley
Assistant Professor of Rural Sociology
Colorado State Agricultural College

lag The study of some housing conditions, working patterns, and re-
ed problems of sugar beet laborers in Colorado was initiated as a means
Providing some basic deta regarding one of Colorado's major social
Toblems--the sugar beet workers. The study included information on 470
Qet labor families comprising 1167 beet workers. The proportionate
emple was chosen at random in 7 of the 11 most intensive beet-producing
:“nties in Colorado. The families represent about 8 percent of all the
Ugar beet workers in the counties studied.

h Mothods and Procedure. The study was outlined on the basis of
0 factors: (1) en inquiry into the available literature and (2) an a
Flori knowledge of the universe. A questionnaire and a suggestive case
;ﬁtory outline were developed and submitted to a number of sugar beet
‘rkers, officials of labor unions, social case workers, employees of the
ﬁe§t Western Sugar Compeny, and representatives of Farm Security and the
Stlonal Youth Administration. Each person contacted was asked to criti-
JZB the schedules and mske any rccommendations which he felt would be
Mstructive.

i A number of revisions were made in the schedules in the light of

?0 suggestions and eriticisms given. The use of some schedules in the

leld revealed certain inadequacies which were corrected. The major portion
ﬁfthe data was secured by personal interviews with the heads of the house=-
O}ds.of the sugar beet labor families. Supplemental information was ob-
8ined through personal interviews with employers of the sugar beet laborers,
Uficials of the sugar compenies, and welfare workers, and limited infor=-
"tion was obtained from the files of welfare officess

Bvery person who assisted in interviewing was selected because

°f hisg qualifications to do the worke. Each was given an intensive three-

day training period which included a study and an examination of the schedule

ﬁé observation and experience in the field under the direction of a super-
sor,

Special Problems and Methods of Overcoming Them. Three special
px: oblems were encountere a-ih—'.t?h?,r‘s'ﬁﬁ.d? :“Tl‘)—’é'u'é.é‘t‘i_o‘ff s of validi ty and re-
llability; (2) problems related to the language and culture of the beet
W(>I'l~:ers; (3) the difficulties of suspicions and inhibitions of the beet
aborers.

£ The first measure used to increase the validity of the study was

© attempt to reduce as many of the variables as possible to a quantitativs
Yather than a qualitative basis, Considerable time was spent with the

ﬁeld workers in an effort to establish rather wniform concepts and defini=
lons of the quelitative variables. '
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ot Interviews with the people who helped define the scope of the
“Wdy were also used as a moans of checking the validity of the informa-
ton sought.

3ty The leck of validity which might have been introduccd into the
.“Wy because of the cultural differences between the interviewers and those
T@rviewed was reduced to a minimum by either sdélecting Spanish-American
“ople to interviow the lMexicans and Spanish-Americans or having the inter-
‘ewing done by a a person who could speak and rcad Spanish. Most of the
®rman-Russian beet laborers were interviewed by a worker who had a fluent
Q°Wledge of the German language and who was well oriented regarding their
ture patterns.

The means used to achieve a high percentage of reliability were:
interviewers who belonged to the same ethnic group as the inter-
v;:Wee§ were used; §e9ond3 the schcgg}es were tes?ed ?nd th? fi?ld worgers
hmi given some.traln}ng in the teonnlggos of social }nYe§t1gatlon,‘whlch
ansvUded a‘?ons1der?t10n of the ways and msans ?f soliciting aceurate
V@réerS; tglrd, various cpecks olenterngl con51fFency found in the sche@ule
at ¢ explained to the workers of ?he study; fourth, e?ch schedgle wes ?dlted
amlhe close of each day by the field worker who obtained the information
" by a supervisor on the following day; fifth, a proccdure was used which
imm the field vorkers on the spot." The supervisor assumed that if the
shoEi‘vlewers obtained corre?t answers f?om tpc beet worlkors the answers
iy d check very closely with those which might be obtained by %nterv1ow-
asgthe employer of the same beet laborer. Every day the suporvisor and

Slstant supervisor selected, at random, about 25 percent of the schedules
Vi:\E‘Were filled out by each investigator on the previous day end inter-
The ed the employers of each interviewee for whom & §chedule was drawme
bylimployer was asked to reply to most of the qPostlons that.w?re answered
mm@ls employee.. In cascs where the answer 9f the employer dlﬁiered by
Pl than 10 percent on the quantitative variables from that of the cm-
mgzze, the supervisor would explain the @iscrepancy w?ich’?pparo§tly
ingg eds In such cases the employer would u§ually roviso his sstimate or

cate further proof for the accuracy of his original answer.

ril‘st’

total ) By doing this, it was po§sib19 to estimat? the proportion of the

8gre lt?ms on the schodule for which the answers given by t?o‘employee

‘m@ed with thosc given by the employcr. Any answors.thd; diff'ered by

tol'tban 10 percent wore considered errors an@ tbe field worker wes asged

nmtee‘lnterviGW'thc employec in an effort to.oota?n a more accurate esti-
¢ The field workors were not told the direction of the error.

Very g The schedules which con?ain?d en appreciable dcgree‘of error

Thy. TScussed by the supervisor in tho prasence of all the field workers.

S each one knmew the standing of all uue others, and competition between

Wéié Plgs the stizma involved in having to ?ctvisit o beet worker, scemed
effective in reducing the error to a minimun.

com, In cue county the records of a sccial case worker on femily in-
ne . . . .
Checlred vory closcly with thosc obteined by the investigatorss
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inhyps A number of technigues were used to reduce the suspicions and
mmlbltions of the pcople interviewed. The selection of field workers
mSG languege and cultural background were comparable to thet of the
Ployees probably helped some. The religious, civic, and social leaderw
é the people who were interviewed were contacted and the project was
fﬂained to them before the field work was startéd. They were asked to
ecmmage their people to cooperate by providing accurate information as
Iguested. In most communities the interviewers were given a letter of
Nroduction from a leader which could be presented to the prospective inter-
®Wee if it were necessary.

Vie Significant comments and observations made by the persons inter-

%ed yere written on the back of each schedule, These, plus a number of

c;e histories and the writer's acquaintence with the problem studied,
Wtitute the frame of reference for the interpretation of the study.

P Following are some of the results of the study. For comparative
. P?ses the data in the Arkansas River Valley and the northern irrigated
Wiit{lons were tabulated separately. Because of limited time, the speaker
limit his observation to northern Colorado unless otherwise specified.
thy The average house of the sugar beet laborer had 2.8 rooms; of
gié number 1.5 were bedroomse There were 5.9 persons living in a house,
Ving an average of 2.1 occupents per room. The evidence of overcrowding
Mﬁ lack of privacy under such conditions is rather obviouss One factor
ﬂmch aggravates the situetion is the small size of the average room in
;e houses. Many are about 7 by 9 feet, end few are as lerge as 12 by
eet,

Col Approzimetely one cut of' five (19,8 percent) houses in northern
(SgWado were made of adobe or earth, compared with three out of five
tmés percent) in the Arkenses River Valley. Seventy-scven end seven-

. Whs percent of the houses were of frame construction in northern Coloradc

i
U contrast to 28.3 percent in the Arkensas Valley.

hoy Fifteen and three tenths percent of the beet laborers owned the
wSGS which they occupied, 3.6 percent lived in the employers house and
p;d rent, while 42,3 percent lived in the employers house and did not
my rent, Twenty-cight end four-tenths percent lived in a non-employers
USe but did not pay rent. Most of these latter houses are owned by the
sﬁgar companies who allowed people to live in them as long as they worked
Imﬁa? beets. A number of people worked just enough beets to enjoy free
cmilng. Others were very frank in suggesting that the only reason they
racted beets was to obtain iree rents

ang In general, the houses offered limited protection from the weather
other elements; only 28.4 percent had roofs that were waterproof. The
ieaker was in one house interviewing a family when a rather severe wind
ti»hrain storm developed, The people closed the doors and windows as
Wa% tly as possible. Even then the women mopped up about 15 gallons of

or that leaked onto the kitchen floor during the 2-hour storm.
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%ﬂy about one-third of the houses (34.3 percent) were located in a position
| % that rain water would drein awwy from theme The concrete floors found
I M many houses were conducive to dampness and cold living quarters during

h¢ winter months. Defective walls and poorly fitted windows and doors
f°&bred little protection against dust, cirt, rats, and ingects.

|

. ’A gumb?r of questions were asked regarding various types of equip-
[ **nt and facilities in the housc. Following are a few considerationse. About
Me out of ten houses (1043 percent) had piped cold weter, while one out of
. Wo hundred (0.56 perceat) had piped hot water; 1.8 percent of the families
| gmained culinery water from a pump inside the dwelling; 3041 percent got
% from a cistern. tlost of the latter people lived in colonies where mem-
rs of from 4 to 10 families all dropped their buckets into the same
8lstern, The construction of these cisterns, plus the practices of obtain-
g the woter, lend to cusy and froquont conteminntion rosulting in dyscnbery

|

“d other discascs.

s Thirteen and four-tenths percent of the household have electricity.
“lnetv-three percent have no refrigeration of any kind, 6.2 percent use

% for refrigeration, and 0.8 percent have electric refrigeration. Ninety-
f our families out of cvery hundrod (94.1 percent) disposec of their garbage
¥ throwing it in the back yard.

! , Less than one out of five (17.9 percert) houses of the suger
®et laborers hove built-in closets, and ncarly two out of five (39.5 per-
®nt) have storage space for fruits and vegetables.

An indoor toilet is found in only 1.7 percont of the houscs, 3443
Pereent have improved outdoor toilcts, and 63.8 percent have unimproved
SUtdoor toileots. The condition of the toilet is frequently not as much
% mattor for concern from the standpoint of hoalth as is tho number of
beople who use ite. In some of the colonies many people use & single toilet.
Ae colony had only a double-hole outcoor toilet for all the males belong-
possibilities for the spread of socisl and

n;- et I
05 to fourteen families. The
0 . ) < s
ther types of diseases under such conditions are many.

. Various studies huve shovm rather clearly how poor housing and
?”ﬁted facilitios contribute to crime, juvenile delinquency, femily

Toubles, ond numerous types of personcl and socicl rieledjustments. Tho
?ﬁUPes just given indicate rather clearly the decrcpit and inedoguate
State of housing found generally among the beet laborers in Colorados The

Ockets of the juvonile courts and reform institutions in Colorado confirm

@e results of studies elsevhere to the efiect thet poor housing.is asso-
®lated with sccial problems. The institutional cases are not the only
gzstS. The educetional, the social, the psychologicel, end the emotional
éhVelopment of thousands of porsons are impaired by the poor housing and

& related conditions under which these persons ars forced to live.

£ The question arises, "lhet could be dene to improve the situa-
ton?"  Any possible contributions by the ilexicans are hindered by three
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éﬁn%S: (1) 1imited economic resources, (2) inertia and lack of skills,
3) the insecurity of a job in any area.

lay, The average yecarly income for an gntire family of sugar beet
?Mlgrers in northern Colorado for 1938 vas 3568449« Of this amount,
- *46 was eocrned by working beets, $132.,00 was obtained through other
a;zes of employment, and $24.12 came as a form of public assistance. The
nmiage for the, families in the Arkansas River Valley was less than in
=A00hern Coloradoe. In the Valley, each family had an average income of
ch)'oo of which (170.11 was ocarned in the beets,49.57 was obtained by
vebr types of employment, and :i180.31 came from relicf, Reducing the
ofﬁage total family income to a per person monthly income gives a figure
£&*8~02 for northern Colorado and :$6.25 for the Arkansas Valley, which
Fegs that the average man, woman, and child each have the amounts speci-
aut t0'pav for food, clothing, rent, light, water, medicel fecilities,
mmomoblles, ond various sundries. It secms quite obvious thet when the
mwrﬁge family income per month in each aree studied approximates $47.37
o5 ¥84.37, respectively, there is practically ncthing aveileble for in-
Ment toward building or buying & house.

S ?cneral experienc? in the fielf, case histor?es, and pers?nal.in-
peoplews with t@e leude?s of the Germanrngss1ans, Spanish, ?nd non-Spanish
“wrae al} confirm the idea that the spirit of complacency is & cormon

cteristic of these laborerss. Hundreds of ceses could be cited where
Mﬁ zxpenditure of a little encrgy would have improved the house materially

he monetary costs would have been nil,

the Interviews with farmers confirmed the results of a question asked
W beet workers to the effect that the beet laborers seldom, if ever,
® capable of doing eny type of work other than beet labor.

Curiy, Insecurity of the Job, Various factors associate? with pPe inse-~
equy of the job contribute to the dirriculty of these worrerse bor.
of"ple, 69.5 percent had oral contracts, which meant limited protection.
&se oral contracts, 60.8 percent were with farmers and 8.7 percent
With some other sugar bset laborer who had contracted beets with the

Approxiimetely 50,0 percent of the contracts were shared with other
Kimiers’ which meent lessened employment per family. An average of' appro-
Why eely.four persons (4.0 and 3.9) shared thinning and topping contrects,
Oty Sllghtly less than three and one-half persons (544) shered the

& contract.,

hmecv,o The lack of continuous employment with one employer addf to the
Or}ydlty of the beet laborer. The average 1ab9rer had worked 2.35 years
WmPlls prescnt employer. Fifty-onc and seven-tenths percent of th?se
iewez‘Were working the first year for their present employer when inter-

ang The avefage daily wages of $3.50 for thinning, v4.37 for hoeing,
¥5.12 for topping mey be considered good wages, but the average yearly

5=




loyment for all three tasks was only 38.9 dayse

Incidentally, a number of farmers interviewed reported that one
the major reasons the beet workers did not receive more menial farm
or were that they wanted a wage for all types of work equal to that

lch they received in the beets, and the farmers were not able to pay

't much.,

Other factors which complicate the problems of the beet laborers
* the attitudes of the farmers and the employees of the sugar companies.
% farmers want the beet workers to live on the farm; others would pre-
* that they live elsewhere and walk or travel to end from work. Some
the farmers who want the laborers to live on the farms frequently use

¢ house as a bargaining device to make the beet worlkers adherc to the
“sonal whims of their employcrse.

Roughly speeking, the farmers cen be divided into three groups
?Ording to their attitude toward the beet workerse. A small proportion
‘them recognize the housing conditions emong the laborers; in such ceses
fy eithor provide good houses for their employees or ere willing to make
Provements. Approximately 40.0 percent of the farmers rcalize that if
5 houses of the beet workers were improved they would be more satisfied
LM probably be better employoces, but such fermers are not finencially

le to do anything. The remainder look upon the beet laborers as a dumb,
E?Orant, unskilled, and uncouth group. To such fermers, all the beet
Dloyees possess every vicious and undesirable attribute that eny one
%?Sessed. To this group, the employece is merely an instrument of pro-
Jtion and has the right to go back where he came from if he does not like
{8 which is offered him.

i

i%t_ The housing problems of the beet laborers arc influonced by tho
itude of thoe sugar companics. In the Arkansas Valley a large majority

the workers live in colonies where the houses wre provided by the suger
Mpanies, In northern Colorado most of the laborers live in houses
mUVided by the farmer for whom they work. According to a labor agent for
at:ugar company, this policy, is recormended by the sugar company. Without

empting to discuss the merits of such a system, I may say that the fact
*mains that this policy leaves the employee¢ ot the mercy of the employer
S far as housing conditions are concerned.

loy 5 The problem of poor houses, lgck of conveniences, ill health,
Income, the attitudes of farmers mnd other persons, as well as o lack
Job security, are only a part of the totel picture. There is a human

Yame in Colorndo which is almost as spectaculer as "The Grapes of Virath."

Mgy An American citizen in uy commnity hes a large scar below ?is'

8ht eye. llot lonr ago he entercd e beer hall, Just as he stepped inside,
Other American citizen of my community struck him on the jaw and knocked
%‘into 8 glass show case. The scar is the result of o cut which he re-

Ce . . .
ved then. As the person vho was struck was getting up his assailant
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4d, "Phat should teach you to stay out of places that advertise Vhite
N&e Only,"

% This incident is not the first of its kind. Rather, it is an

:mple of the race conrlict in Colorade and has numerous implications. The

urrence of such conflicts raises two questions: first, what conditions

i?m given rise to them; and second, what are some of the probable results
Such incidents continue?

b In 1938 President Rooscvelt said that the South was the nation's
"Oblem aree number one. Colorado wes not included in the problem area,
' an exemination of some conditions and practices which have existed
ridstill exist within the state reveals perallels to those that gave
pfe to the problem area of the Souths As in the South meny of Colorado's
®sent end future social problems are rooted in the basic population
"ges and the existing culture patterns.,

lst Parallel: Imported Labor

o The negro wes imported into the South to perform a type of menial
or associated with the production of cotton which the Nordics refused
odO. It is estimated that more than thirty thousand lMexicans came into
N Orado between 1910 and 1930. Most of them came from Mexico, New lMexico,
On{\rizona. They were encouraged to come into the state becamuse they were
eeildered cheap workers who would perform the "stoop labor" in the sugar

fields that the Nordics refused to do.

be Although the exact proportion which mey be thought of as having
tgmlimported into the state is not knovm, it is recognized that most of
®M came because of direct or indirect inducements by promoting groups.

2nd Parallel: The Rapid Rate of
Increase

The rapid rate of increase among the negroes is rather common
oogledge. In 1910 the Mexican population in Colorado was 3,269; 1t rose
M%ﬁ7,676 in 1930, a growth of 1664.3 percent. Expressed otherwise, the
cens accounted for 0.4 percent of the total population of Colorado in
(1) and 5.6 percent in 1930, The increase was caused by two major factors:
2 net migration into the state, and (2) an excess of births over deaths.

Vhioy The?e i§ no ?xact informetion which indicates the extegt to
Moxs & net migration into the state has accounted for & growth in the
o C&? population since 1930, Recent studies make it possible, hovever,
cgneSFlmate the extent to which 2 high birth rate among the Mexicans has
qma?lbuted toward an increase in their numberss Such an estimate may be
ymn}ned by calculating the ratio of childron under 5 to women 20 to 44
pm‘i of ages Using such a measurc, one obtains a figure of 1045 children
ot C00 Mexicen women--more than twice tho number neccssary to maintein
able populetion. According to the 1930 census there was en average of

7=
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children per 1000 women for the state as a whole.
3rd Parallel: Emancipation

The 13th amendment to the constitution technically gave the

v “groes their freedoms Freedom in the eyes of the law made possible an

8 . . . R .
:en greater emancipation which came as a result of new attitudes end philo-
ﬁphios of life. With this new outlook many negroes refused to work and

e under the conditions which charactcerized slavery.

. Most of the Mexicans adjusted to the woik emd the very unfavorable
rking and living conditions fairly successfully because of their back-
Sound, A majority of the people from old lMexico were peons in their home-
Qnd. Those from Arizona and New Mexico had not enjoyed, nor were they well
1‘(luaintcd with, certain economic and sociel adventages and standards of
Wing which even the lower economic class of Nordics in the United States
£V§ possessed. iowever, even the older people who czme to Colorado have
Slmileted a number of Amarican ideals and standards; much effort has
Sen expended to make them think and behave like Americans. The younger
Senerations heve been encouraged to go to school. County case workers
m? voluntecr sociel workers heve attempted to teach them American ideals,
flneiples, end practices in every field.

o s To a degree the Mexicans have responded to the Nordic progrem
indoctrination. ilany have becorme citizens. Scne American ideals end
a:]-tm‘e patterns heve been almost completely adopted, others have been
.‘°¢pted in part, while some have been modified to fit the cultural norms
?digenous to the Mexican culture. In consequence, one sces evidence of
Ssatisfaction with the status quo. Many young Mexicans who have gone to
thOl and have learned American ideals refuse to do the sugar beet field
'k which Nordic attitudes taboo. Youths who seek enrollment in CCC
%@S and elsewhere frequently falsify their fathers' occupations as truck
é;zers or something elsc because thoy are congciogs of the stigma asso-
. “ted with sugar beet labor. In brief, emancipation among the HMexicans
sdefinitely menifesting itself in two directions: first, some flatly
fuse to be subjugated to the status of the sugar beet worker; and,
£€0nd through such organizations as C.l.0. and other power devices, some
Smpt to improve living conditions and wages.

4th Parallel: Sociecl Status

ity The s%tuation in the South n?eds.no explanation. In Colorado,
et the excep?lon of one or two counties in the s?ut?ern par? of the

P €, the Mez}cans constitute a class and caste dls?lnctly dl?ferent
caEm‘that of' the Nordic. Some business houﬁes plece 1n.thelr w;ndows ple-
reds which read "White Trade Only."  Mexicans who fail to abide by the
Qest are either ipnored, politely or impolitely asked to leave the
Ore, or are physically throvm out., The following incident is told by
Spanish fmerican girl who is noW a scnior in colloge. "Last summer a
flend axd [ went to the Tavern. Ve had just seated ourselves

—a -
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Fn the manager came to our table and very politely said that he would
e to ask us to leave because some of the other patrons had said they

Wd go if we did not,"

Motion-picture theaters reserve certain sections for the lMexican
[¥rons. Some rural villages do not allow Mexicans to build or live in
%n; others, more liberel, allow them to purchase property within the
Wy 1imits, but it is usually "across the traclks" vhere recal estate is of
ihﬁtle value and houses are poor. The position of the home of the sugar
&ft laborer, comparcd to that of the employer or regular farm laborer,
lustrates this caste system further. The average house of the ovmer or
%?mnt is fairly satisfactory, in good repair, and streotegicelly located.
¢ house of the farm laborer, if there be one, is regulerly situcted near
| ovmnur's; it is not as large as that of the owner but is usuelly fairly
!$0d. The beet laborer's or lexican's house is traditionally miserably
10r compared to either of the formor, has limited conveniences, and is
%tated cithsr near the cattle correls and barns or out in the field.

N A recent study made among 915 students in the junior and senior
th schools in one rather representative county in Colorado reflects the
Uilgt--perhaps parents'--attitudes towerd the Mexicans. The scele used
 this measurement was similar to those constructed by Bogardus to
®asure the attitude of the Nordics toward the Japanese and other minority
f°ups in California. There were a few Mexicans attending the schools
80 the charts were filled out. The results of the inquiry showed that
! percent of the students would not grant the iexicans U. S. citizenship,
nDPercent would not allow them in the same school room, 42 percent would
% 1ot them bocome members of the church to which the students belonged,
Percent would not accept a Moxican as a friend, 69 ocrcent would not
CCompany a Mexicen to a social function, and 94 percent of the students

W
%ld not marry onc.

5th Parallel: Occupational Limitation and
Replacement by Machinery

A fifth parallel to tlie negroes of the South deals with the
?°blems of occupational limitations and replacements by machinery. The
%ial status determined by caste and class into which the lexicans are
Naced in a dominating Nordic culture pattern limits them occupationally.
O date the Mexicans have found few opportunities for work outside the
B85, certain types of menial agricultural labor, snd WPA. Ifine work--
;ﬁhly scasonal--hes boen restricted largely to coal fields. Agricultural
:mloymcnt, lilewise seasoncl, has been limited mostly to hand worir in
Yar peets and potatoes. Some employment in certain areas has been avail-
“le in onions, beans, pickls s and tomatoes for a short period during the

er.,

D Employment of Mexicons in other occupations has been almost nil.,
frhaps the two major ressons for this have been (1) a lack of training
?d skills, and (2) the lack of opportunities, due to their social status
U the eccompanying tabooss

-9-
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BY manr« lluch has been written regerding the replacement of hand labor
B dachlnery in the South. Machinery in the mines is gradually replacing
wemylabor. The four-row beet cultivator now does a large portion of the
fiﬂéng work formerly done by hand. The cross-blocker in the sugar beet
bro is gradually being improved and now is replacing hand labor. Iuch
e%reS§ has bcen made towsrd the perfection of the beet topper. When com-
muc:d it will eliminate thousands of laborers in the beet harvest. Mech-
‘hne‘l potato planters and diggers have done away with much work formerly
¥ the lMexicens.

Patt, We find then that a group of Mexicans with strange culture
Omnrns and low standards of living were imported into Colorado to per-
of h& type of work which the Nordics refused to do. A large majority
ate e§e people lived on the verge of poverty which was frequently associw
ive With unsanitary health practices and other behavior patterns offen-
Dm&-to the Nordics. These factors, plus a high birth rate coupled with
Ihxilal adoption and modifications of Nordic culture patterns to fit the
m“fans' own culture, beceme the basis of racial discrimination which
expression in the establishment of a system of caste and class and

enlpiequential economic, social, and occupational discriminations Limited
The Zyment has been still further reduced by the introduction of machinery .
dmmm“ﬁncipation of the Mexicens, which education and the privileges of
‘mCeracy enable, hes caused dissatisfaction with the status quos Their
m“dess in supplementing meager earnings by relief has placed heavier tax

ie nS‘upon the Nordicse. The Mexican expression of dissatisfaction with

. Position coupled with his efforts to improve his lot has accentuated
Whmﬁntagonism between him and the Nordics. What is the meaning of the

¥ problemn?

It is generally conceded thet caste and class are inimical to the
es of democracy and free education. Ancient Egypt knew that a good

Ve wags an ignorent slave, Lopic suggests the impossibility of scoffing
NMﬁ?e Mexican culture petterns, of indoctrinating them with those of the

erCS and still expecting them to periorm a type of labor and live
thay tconditions which Nordic standards teboo. Neither can it be expected
eity, hey will willingly relegate thems:clves to-the status of second-class
Symboins in a country where equal opportunity, regerdless of race, is the
Bocay of freedoms One hundred years ago, race prejudice was justified
Oterie of the supposed mental and social superiority of some groups over
el L Today, but few scientists champion such e theory. It is rather
Toquy ovm that social antagonisms are not biologl?ally innate but are
rict?ed from tradition and current propaganda. History reveals thaet raco
lon develops only where the security of one group is seriously

r
®atened by another.

prOCeSS

Vel gy The trends which now prevail seem Fo be at variance With the

reveaie of the people of the state., An examination of t?e relief ro?ls

}10018 a disproportionately large percentage of the Mexicans on relief

at orado, Their numbers constitute a high proportion of county patients
he hospitals and medical clinics. In the light of the rapid rate of
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Rt
t:%ral increase and limited occupational opportunities it is probable that
1 Y will constitute an cven larger relief burden in the future. The

e X . . . .
m@u1°atlon of Nordic ideals and their numerical increase will probably
regﬁnt each other and find expression in more numerous and more effective

eq;stance patterns to their present status. This, plus the Mexican's
8 ®ssion of his rights as a citizen, will probably tend to increase the
%8onism and discrimination of the Nordics toward them.

®Xpeps If those results do come, it is not improbable that Colgrado will
op L tnce a now venturce in racial antagonism with the consequential rcsults
-vlolence, cruelty, and despair to everyone. Emotional racial antagonism
eXpress itself in any combination of the following weys: (1) it

Vig !
\mil be possible to deny the people citizenship and deport them if there
dwe & place to send them; (2) it would be possible to shoot the Mexicans

g, 85 Hitler did the Jews, or as the settlers did the Indians; or (3)

the tempt could be mede to reduce them to second-class citizens like

Ofnf?groes in the south. / The last procedure would involve the pr?blems

wh:alntaining two systems of schools, hospitals, jails, and the like,
he appelling economic end social costs.

ity The problem has some international implications. Students of
mutuOPOlOEY would generally agree that the Nordies do not have as many
N ral patterns in common with the South Americans as do even the

% aCans living in Colorado. Thot being the case, it is not improbable
.~ the South and Central Amoricen countries will keenly resent any

®rimination which may be directed a ainst the Mexicans in Colorado.
y g

Proyy It is questionable if anyone has a satisfactory solutio? to the
invoems which exist. Some factors, however, which might be considered
&MﬁlYe a willingness of all parties concerned to become thoroughly -
iy lar yith the trends which exist and the probable consequences which
Iﬁsmsbllow if no changes are effected. Knowing this, each group must
One Ve to make the necessary adjustiments to insure the welfare of every-

¥ refusing to discriminate against anyone.

ﬂwre For the Mexicans it involves a recognition of the fact tbat

are no longer many more jobs than people, and one of the basic

avtions necessary to maintain a high standard of living is to insure
qmorgr&ple ratio between the population and the natural resources and
an\m.“n}ties. They must realize that democracy can not function among
prhnénllghtened and uneducated people, They must understand tha the
thet‘e§es of citizenship also involve obligations. They must 1earn.that
reh;?tlsfactory solutions to the major social problems (hea}th, crime,
Bequgs and others) are possible only when (1) every porson is unemotionally
eVm-lnth with all the factors which bear upon the issues, (2)'when

ie y?ne has a clear perspective of some of the results which will fol}ow
wihils or that given course is pursued, and (3) when each indiv%dua} is

Mg to live and sacrifice in order to achieve the desired objectives.

00ndi

thiy, . The Nordic Coloradoan must realize the fact that because one
€ is different from another it docs not follow that one is superior
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’cothe other. He should know that raciael discrimination either socially,

tdunomically, or occupationally is incompatible with the free ideals of

p Cation and democracy., History has shown that economic self-sufficiency

'iola by-product of occupational opportunities rather than teboos. The

seOOP&doan should learn from experiences of others that to indoctrinate

'ﬁaiple.with the precepts of freedom and opportunity and, at the same time,

ndntaln a system which inhibits their expression is to breed discontent

i tSow the seeds of social disorder. He should learn from the experiences

5% he South whether or not the maintenance and perpetuation of a system

&ncaste and class is economically sound, socially desirable, and in accor-
C® with the recognized procedures of achieving high standards of health

general livings.

Clen.« Veluations In the opinion of the speaker the most serious dofi-
groncles of the study are as follows: First, the absence of a control
thoup' It would be of interest to compare the houses of the employees with
ng S¢ of the employers or with scme other gruup. Second, the lack of tech-
a%es which could be used to show the inter-relationship of a number of
pogtOI‘s. For example, we do not have an exact statement of the effect of
£y " housing upon the self respect or the community participation of a
sizuly‘ The relationship between poor housing and such factors as the phy-
quaal:’ intellectual, and emotional development have not been expressed in
% Aitative terms. To date we can only draw on what we call common sense
Perience and observation to show the correlation between household con-

e 3 . . . h)
Uences and such factors as home training of children and home menagement.

ang In other words, this study fails to consider many relationships

ang Snly partially handles & number of others. Until we develop means

Vaps echniques to measure larger segments of human relationship in the
1ous ficlds our research is incomplete.
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