%‘““‘“\N Ag Econ sxes
/‘ RESEARCH IN AGRICUITURAL & APPLIED ECONOMICS

The World’s Largest Open Access Agricultural & Applied Economics Digital Library

This document is discoverable and free to researchers across the
globe due to the work of AgEcon Search.

Help ensure our sustainability.

Give to AgEcon Search

AgEcon Search
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu

aesearch@umn.edu

Papers downloaded from AgEcon Search may be used for non-commercial purposes and personal study only.
No other use, including posting to another Internet site, is permitted without permission from the copyright
owner (not AgEcon Search), or as allowed under the provisions of Fair Use, U.S. Copyright Act, Title 17 U.S.C.

No endorsement of AgEcon Search or its fundraising activities by the author(s) of the following work or their
employer(s) is intended or implied.


https://shorturl.at/nIvhR
mailto:aesearch@umn.edu
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/

—

! PROCEEDINGS
! of the

WESTERN FARM LDCONOMICS ASSOCIATION

e et o 5 e O

PO

Twelfth Annual Meeting

June 14, 15, ond 16, 1839

University of California

} Berkeley, California




iploy theuf 0 1 08
ltotflhemsd VLTURAL PATTERNS IN RELATION TO ECONOMIC WELFARE -
) e
!
. taking Olaf F. Larson, Leader, Division of Farm
) Population and Rural Life, Federal Bur-

vel of fg eau of Agricultural Economics, Region IIj
‘tﬁhi }g i on leave from Colorado State College

at 1
tion 8ot
led and”

its pr@

i In preparing this discussion I have done so with the belief

laborer*h & of the dominant characteristics of the cultural patterns
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sf‘uiern America is the inter-dependence between the rural-agri-
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plaal and the urban-industrial segments. If in my discussion I.
ce emphasis upon the rural~agricultural segments of our cul-
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g s
fggtléd its problems, the inter-dependent aspects have not been
1 ben,

Mg of the assumptions upon which I have proceeded is that in
3l sense economic welfare cannot be divorced from general
any more than the agricultural facets can be separated

{
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nm%mic man or regards himself and his doings as an economic
1qu§n9n. There are only rich men and poor men, plumbers and

alo tlang, fish-mongers and bond salesmen, researchers and

'8 and morticians. The world of affairs is peopled with

.. ®ings who cngage in human activities and whosc conduct is
1mpl?haviour. Fconomic organization is not a thing apart, it is
oy lcation of man's entire life in society" and "cannot be de-
Ny from its cultural matrix"_]_./ We nced to be constantly cons=

of the fact that while the general welfare goals of a soclety
be attained without satisfactory achievement of econonic wel-
' 3 the same time the mere perfection of the economic organi-
ruz will not guarantee complete satisfaction of general welfare

ne > 1s not wholly a rational aninal nor does he live by bread

' he has other basic "needs" or "drives" or "appetites", what-
gthiney may be called, as well as those for food, shelter and

g and other material neceds.
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by Woat I shall attempt to do is, first, to review some of the
“*als in our cultural patterns; second, sketch the nature of cul-
id Datterns and how they change; and third, outline a few con-
Wiong for any planned attempt to change the patterns of our

oy,

tﬁtel have taken the privilege of drawing rather frecly upon the
rogr%nts of others because I have construed my function on this
L% as that of presenting a point of view to stimiiate think-

U digcussions

W .
tz}lll‘ﬁon H. Homilton, "Organization, Economic!, Encyclopedia of
& Social Sciences, 6:484-490.

P ‘ :
?DGI‘ presented at meeting of Western Farm Econonics Associa-
» on, Berkeley, Colifornia, June 14 - 16, 1939,
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BrOadly speuking, agriculture in the United States is pros-
M the conditions in many of the great farming regions are
N Tue success oif the ovmers and qutlv@t,Ls of zoed land,
|Osperuus regions, has been due vartly to lmprovoed nethods
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;° gocd mrices for nroducts, and also to the generai advance
e of rfarm lands in these resgions. Notwiihs,anCLng the

ad-'mee in rentals and the higher prices of labtor, tcnants
een]o‘fed a gocl degree of prosperity, due to fair croms,
Vance in the mrice of Torm products appromimntely corres-

to the advance in the price of land, Fu
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NS ang rmany terants have become land ovners. There is nn
'mv, in nany of the agriculbural regions, iu the character of
' home ”hd its surroundinrs., There is increasing appreciation
}Tt of at numbers of country veople of the advantage of
“Wlter sunvlles and plumvin:;, of better construction in baruns
H?ﬁw huildings, of £00d reading matter, of tastelful jardens
5 and the neccs of zood education. There has never been
’%n tae Ar\rwcan farmer was as well off as he is today, when
me“ not only his esrning power, but the comforts and advenvages
rslelcure w2/ Uhlq statement from the report in 1909 of the
%;fe Comnission anuwointed by Theodore R09sevelt represents

b of a groun of Anericen Ferm leoaders based uoon the con-
scattered througiout the United
M the answers of 120,000 fermers to guestions of the Depart-
Aﬁl‘*cu’ture his report was nade at the beginning of
E%? often referred to as the "parity" period between Am@r1can
e ane industry; it is the beginning of that "golden era"
referred to as "100" in government economic statistics.
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Sy let us look further into this report. Iu spite of being
U in 1909 then ever before, according to the commission,
i efficiency in farnm life, end in country life as & whole,
iﬁ be measured by historical standards, but in terms of its
4tlec. Considered from this point of view, there arc morked
ncles " 7/ And so we find that this bench-mark that we are
\m Lot e cV to also had some cracks in its culiural pattern;
ld)uqtments in its econonic and social order, Wazt were
liciencies? Briefly, the main snecial deficiencles, in

Vto the over-all oue of laci: of thae prover kind of eduvcation,
e'iar“e“ard of tle inherent rights of land worlers", high-
0L deplail agricultural lcobor, alth, and wonen's work
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fara, “ino disrcg.ra of the inherent vipnte of lond worb"rs,

-
(=

.

e
btz

[ Lo
&% said Lo resuld "directly in s001aﬂ denression as well a
¢ dicagvantage", toolr the form of speculative holding of

iy e . R -
ft of the Countryv Life Commigcsion, Senate Document Mo, 705,
‘Congress, 2nd Session (1909).
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%hollqtic control of sireanms, wnst1g and control of

2 the restraint of trade., The point on resiraint of trade
fmﬂar apnlication to the railroads and to merketing, and
Sregiinz to note that the committee said "if the farmer
LCauge his business is small, isolated, and unsyndicated,
ksthe part of government to see that he has an equal oppor-
1%z his Tellowmen and a square deal'. Althoush soil deple-
ts effects was & main deficiency, it was carefully noted
c"1laml well forned doas not necessarily mean high ideals
Seiety", Agriculiural labor was & problem because it was
ditnoxgh the deficiency was complicated by the fact that

b {0r Iabor was not continuous and the laborers had long hours,
aneniences for living, lack of companionship and in some
Twages.

% culture with vhich thesc ceficiencies were associated weos
Miv of a period characterized by exmension westward and city-
%mstrl ally and azriculturally, characterized by exnloitetion
n{ resources and characterized by s»eculation as a result of
Lu geared to constant expansion of population and declining
‘ Tesources in relation to notential denend.

Loy us now saift the scene to 1939. What forces have been at
m: the thirty year interval, since the appraisal by the
Ufe Commission appointed by the Roosevelt of the "square
h°0roauce the cultural natterns of today? We have vecomne
¥ Wy urbanized; 1920 marked the first census to show over
%;u‘nGOn;e living in urben areas. We have been increasinzly
& % a sample census of 1938 shous seven out of every ten
t;ib sutomobiles, one out of every three with tractors and
e + every four wlth mobtor itrucks:; the studies of the Works
Aialnlstrat1on on "ReeﬂleJTcnu Opporturities and Recent
fln Ingustrial Technigues" show the nsture and extent and

8 consequences of fnig nechanization. We have beconme in-
b§i oe01a11zed in our division of labor., We have become
h"l commercialized with the result that the mejority of us
‘Min almost entirely into a price and market econouny. Over
cm,ntc‘woveﬁ with these urbanized, nechanized, specialized
Q%chlallyed trends we have had the influence of applied
Wr% work changes. We have orgenized into "interest" and
g groups of one kind or another, some for non-utiliterian
g Ut many to advonce the welfore of a special group at the
» or regardless of, the general welfare.

i
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EQSIQO“e ways the era of waich 1609 was a part marked the end
vwg“r‘Od of infancy and adolescense of our nation; ir others
\PrOmlse of what was to come, Tor in the emphasis of today
bo“ervhtlon uwpon brm'ra.nb ebout a parity between the rural
EQ elements of our national life, we ses itne shadow of the
%lmée "square deal. We are recognizing thet the past thirty
lagy marked a trensitional veriod during which we as a nation
Snerzing inte neturity. If there were cracks in the cul- -
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forng of the time marking & turning-point in the shift from
ﬁMIly rural to one dominantly urban, from the hoe-farmer to
'““farmer! from the tallow candle to the electric light, from
Solation to modern ease and speed of contacts with other

he world, from a subsistence economy to a dollars and cents
W yell know that there are dislocations in the cultural

%t tOday .

Qﬂ look for a moment at a few of thc places in our national
here our cultural patterns are not giving us the kind of
@Society which many believe desirable. What arc some of
lencies of today?

complete index to economic and social
AOW income is one of the most powerful conditioning factors
$to peduce families to low economic and social status. We
&Our attention constantly drawn during recent years to the
‘0f 1oy income groups, families with low income Dbecause of
f?rk, part-time work and poorly paid work or bocause of low
%J whnt was produced, or because of lack of adequate produc-
3rces. The report on distribution of consumer!s incomes
335~36, based upon surveys of the Bureau of Home Economics
Qes“Ieau of Labor Statistics in cooperation with the National
Y Cormittec, estimates that of the thirty-nine million con-

h.
%s the lowost one-third had under $780 per year income,
and the plutocrats of

4/ The average

thOutgh income is not a

N

e ono-third botween $780 and $1450,

Y

f;one-third were those with more than $1450. _

;nﬁome of consumption units in the lower onc~third was $a71,

‘ wmdle one~third, $1076, and in the upper one-third, influ-

”Lmﬁhe extremely high income of a few families, the average

\ $2000., OF each $100 of the estimated national income of
&fe billion dollars, ten went to the lowest onc-third,

“our to the middle one-third, and sixty-six to the upper one-

\

Mle 10w income may be one of the best criteria of inequali-
) of disadvantaging conditions, it must be remembered that it
SXOVen with other social and economic factors. The '"chronic
ﬁxs and persistent problems" within agriculture which were
dited by the jamming of the economic mochinery have been out-
glthe rcport of Taylor, Wheeler, and Kirkpatrick called "Dise
*%ed Classecs in American Agriculturel. _/5 What has been

R
™ to impoverished rural peoplec since the early thirties has

A . C '
Miner Tncomes in the United Statcs, Their Distribution in

3
\Eﬁév National Resources Committeeo, 1938, p. 8-10.

i . R
%%d by United States Department of Agriculture as Social
“reh Report Wo. VIII, 1938,




g%ized in "Seven Lean Years" by Woofter and Winston. 6/
ture, according to Woofter and Winston and supported by
M hig associates, there are nearly five million families
\from definite handicaps and living at an income level
Imp subsistence levels as defined in recent budgetary
Thls 1nr031nu proportion of tho people engaged in agri-
° are anoing the low income and dlgedvantered group is
°I a majority of the 2,700,000 wage workers, at least
tenants and croppers, prooooiy 750,000 svbsistence and
furmers ang a number of small operators living on sub-
and / Wnile within every community, persons and fami-
g cont1nuol7y operating at all level of success and
er{ain areas have been defined as problen areas because
a;eSence of a combination of such fectors as high tenancy,
3ft10n of Tarm laborers, high relief rates and low sten-
rdiVl“” The hishest rates of repyoa%culon ere found %n
d&em areas vhich often Lhave a lack of adequate educetional
s and a lag in public health programs; thus each suc-
lfner“tion is drawn in large numbers from economically .
il 2ged groups and denressed economic areas. Although in-
hportwnt in many of these arcas the rise of income does
::th basic problems for "they will remain uatil there is
"tal and large scule efiort mede toward solvirg them," as:
%ﬁ Winston state. o/ They expand, contract, expand again '
Qltural and geuneral rural-industrial conditions swing from

R prosnerltj and back azain to depression.
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Aere nay be some who thinz exclusively of the phys ical or

“3spect of agriculiure who are prone to dismiss these
‘hsed clesses and their problems with the statement that

| Weaklings, "a pe*nanentlj submerged class which will con-
. & a burden to relief agencies'. The realistic student
‘d culture will not nQODt such a defeatist attitude nor

Ibudan traits and ir titutions, he realizes that many of
‘%‘e suffer from social, persongl and ecoaomic defects that
eﬁuled...tnese are human handicaps sudject to. renovel by
0‘;‘tened systen of sccial institutions and a deteraination

¢ a balanced society". 9/

(‘l

Wieq by University of North Carolina Press, 1939.
)

+
‘W - . 2
"t and. Winston, Seven Lean Yeers, p. 87.

\ 3. 133,

«wub this problem aside so arvitrarily. "Trained in obser-
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' deficiencies, these cracks in our culture, are subject
As we cannot accept the inevitableness of these defic-

- [1939 nor of the immediately preceding years, we have
Wrend, or at least an increasc in the trend, toward ghv-

ed activitics and this in turn seems to be leading toward

‘planninge.

Wil the present time I have not stopped to define terms

S I should here briefly review the nature of cultural pat-
‘will not be now to say that we think of culture, or the
tage, of any group as that complex whole which includes
Wods fabricated by man, knowledge, beliefs, art, morals,

W, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by mon

* of society. The simplest unit of culture is a culture

" example, the button on my coat, or a dinner plate, or

§0f saying "Mr. Chairman'., Traits do not exist, as a
‘oerndently of each other. They are combined into what is
:Wlture complex or culture pattern. These patterns gener-
“0p around some felt need or situation. A culture pattern,
tally speaking, is any arrangement of culture traits in
Yace that may be regarded, for purpose of study, as having
"of unity or wholeness. In our complicated industrial and
frganization there are litorally hundreds of culture patterns
’do with the production, manufacturing,distribution and con-
f material goods. Various combinations of divergent cul-
ﬁerns in turn form even larger units of the total culture.
ha'Ds somewhat straining the usuval sociological conception of
Patterns when I use the term as I hnve in the larger sense.

Congidering the nature of culture one should realize that
?grows by two general means, (1) the invention of new culture
" (2) the diffusion of traits. In the accumulation, which
e with some selection, there is a tendency for the old

"Of the social structure to linger on past their optirum

ge- Invention of new cultural traits may be, of course,

rial and non-material., The Australisn ballot or the city
orn of government are just as much inventions as the auto-
,elephonc or television. Mere cfficiency or practicability
:%0ugh to make an invention be generally accepted in the '
ibThe successful invention is merely one which is accepted
ﬂf and incorporated into general use; mony inventions may

iV achieve the purposcs for which their inventors invented
\their acceptance hinges upon the evaluation of the cociety
QFO and place. For example, we know that the Alexandrian
Q“d a steam engine which was offective. We krow that during
%_hundred vears fire arms were in use, that perfectly feas~
I ne guns and repeating rifles were developed; yet both of
[Wentions failed to "take! at the time because the cultural

% not get for their acceptance.




|Mltures have grown chiefly by borrowing. 10/ There is

Y culture existing today which can claim more than ten

{ts total elements as inventions made by members of its

Vv Becauce we live in a period of rapid invention, we

to think of our own culture as largely self-created but
diffusion may be brought home to us as we consider only )
of an averagc person's day. For example, this morning I
‘bed built on a pattern which originated in the Near East,
%dified in Northern Europe before it was transmitted

" I then throw back covers made from cotton, domesticated
Md wool from sheep domesticated in the Near East, I
ﬂipped into moccasins invented by the Indians of the

f the eastern United States, and went to the bathroon
fixtures were a mizture of European and American inven-
took off ny pajamas, a garment invented in India, and

i soap invented by the ancient Gauls. I then shaved, a

¢ rite which secms to be derived from either Sumer or

??t. Returning to the bedroom, I removed my clothes

r of Southern Europeon type, and proceeded to dress, put-
Ments which were originally derived from the skin clothing
Us of the Asiatic steppes, putting on shoes made fron

Fd by a process invented in Ancient Egypt and cut to a
“fived from the classical civilizations of the Mediter-
?tied around ny neck a strip of bright colored cloth which
‘8ial survivor of shawls worn by the seventeenth century

' On the way to breakfast I stopped to buy a paper, paying
th coins, an ancient Lydian inventione A4t broakfast I ate
@ nade from a form of pottery invented in China with a
steel, an alloy first made in Southern India, with a fork,
! Italian invention, and a spoon which is the derivative
aOrigina}l. I began breakfast with an orange, native of

n Mediterranean, drank coffce, an Abyssinian plant, went
Wifles, wvhich are cakes made by a Scandinavian technique,
donesticated in Asia Minor, Over the waffles was poured
D invented by the Indians of the Eastern United States
‘side I had an egz of a species of bird domosticated in

f- After this I settled back to smoke, an Anerican-Indian
Wuning a plant domesticated in Brazil, in a cigarctte de-
Y Mexico., While smoking I read the news of the day in-
?characters invented by the ancient Semites upon material
W China by a process invonted in Germany. And as I read
fts of foreign troubles I, as a good conscrvative citizen,
'Hebrcw deity in an Indo-European language that I am 100
mel‘ica.no

Particular arrangements of the various items of culture
"0r less distinet patterns may be said to be dus chiefly to
' 0f geography and history. For example, I doubt if when
Wrvey system of the United States was put into operation
®sult that faras were laid out in rectangular blocks and

B%Ction adapted from Ralph Linton, The Study of Man,
h3l6, "“
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s were tilled on straight lines regardless of natural

2 the earth, that much thought was given to the fact that
‘dure would accelerate erosion of the top soil so that
here would be a great national agency, called the Soil

- fon Service, put into operation to correct the ailment at
1ally duc to our land survey system.

s axiomatic to say that cultures have not chosen but have
to the patterns which characterize them. And if we do have
les and problems they have most likely come about without
Fion on the part of anyonc that they should be so. Planned
fcd invention in socicty is indecd recent; the planning of
| for the larger nccds of socicty hes only begun, The lack
“ent betweon production and consumption, the altcernation
ity and depression, with difforential consequences for

s clesscs and groups of socicty, the anomaly of idle fac-
{4 unemployment and the paradox of pcople in nced amidst

| plenty hes vosted the c¢conomic segments of our culture
@lic intcrest., It is now bocoming reputable to belicve in
“ility end nccessity of cconomic planning. But c¢cven as the
organization is not a scparato and distirct thing like a
Y& chcckerboard with its own jurisdiction and a law of its
s an aspoct of all life and all culturc so likewise in

g plans for dircction of the cconomic organization there
‘i broad considerations not purely cconomic which are im-

% characteristics of the pcople for whose welfarc the plen-
_%ing donc is onc of the first considerations. Iow many

*e therc? How orc they distributed? ‘hat is their age,

' ¢thnic composition? ‘hat are their mobility patterns? 1le
“norr the trends and changes in the population numbers and
Mstics so the proscribed plens will be good for morc than
fation, /e nced to know whet diffcrontials cxist among the
Cconomic-social groups and in various geographic arcas. 11

‘Second consideration is the social organization or social

?- Liere erc included the spatial petterns of society, the
“ng into groups within the spaticl pattern, end the institu-
t?d agencies end scrvices., fLs parts of the spatial pgttorn,
horhood, the community, and culturc arcas have particular
‘%nce for the planners, depending upon the scalc of opera-
lhe culturc arca, or socizl region, may be studicd just as

;?he Problems of a Chenging Population, Report of the Com-
¢ on Population Problems to the National Resources Com-

oo, 1938,
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ist maps crop aroaa or soil types or the economist
t~of-farming arcas., The arrangements of the olements
into a pattern, a conflgurutlon, peculiar to a region,
haracter of uniqueness, 12/ The significance for planning
atial patterns is that they delimit geographis areas

th there is most likely to be homogeneity and conscious-

" people of these similarities.

SToups include the family and other "primary" groups,

r special interest groups, class groups (including farm-

lzations) and ethnic groups. Another concept which helps

t'n&turc of the group structure is the "in-group" versus
or "ye~-group" versus "others group". These cut across

¢ the first named groups and are found in every society.

oup' or "we-group!" is any association towards which we

fﬁ of loyalty, friendliness, and a definite sense of obli-

Decially at the time of a critical situation; the "others"

fup" is that for which we foel dislike, disgust, competi-
or antagonism, Therc is much "we-feeling" with indivi-

"S vhen an effort is made to divide states into regional

&dmlnlstratlve purposes; our fanily is bettor than the

0ss the line fence; our neighborhood is better than Skunk

rhe significance for planning of these group alignments is

o one hand, if understood, they offer resources which may

®d offectively; on the other hand, they present hazerds

Yockade the operation of plans.

Htutionalized agencies and services depend definitely upon
l"Ghﬁlr survival; it is inmportant to know the optimum number
'and the best spatial relationships of schools, churches,
q'heulth, recreational, and oconomic institutions and agen-
Oat adequately and efficiently meet the needs of the pop-

hlI‘d. important consideration is the attitudes and opinions
“le which are probably grounded as much in the social

'in habit and custom, as they are rational reactions to a

Yocial nilieu. Planning nceds not only to consider atti-

i°pinions but the mood of the people for the proposed

tere are times when peoplc are in a mood for social advevis
" the falth in older and less drastic methods of action re-

HOWard W. Odum and Harry E. Moorc, American Regionalism;
'leely and R. B. Alnack, A Method of Determining Rural
QLj§b~Areas with Application to Ohio, Ohio Agricultural
iUent Station and Farm Security Administration, 1938, The
Progress Administration, Division of Social Rescarch, has
fect in process for the delineation of areas within the
~farn and rural non-farm population.
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i?ning to overcome maladjustments, we must not become
@10 and think that we can overcome all problems; a dy-

wgmust alweys have some "lags". No culture can achieve

L fation and complete internal adjuctment as long as it

. 8fowing thing. To paraphrase Professor Read Bain:

I%’ nothing is what it appears to ve, because everything
ﬁtis not realistic to expect to be able to cirgumvent all

:%s arising from changes in our culture. Likewise, the goals
%3D as the objectives will constantly shift; exactly what the
3[mh the people will strive to attain, will be determined by
“tmselves, not by the planners alone.

P

’igthc hazards to the planning of our cultural vatterns,
3;“'the crcatcst is the expert or spccialist. As Harold
‘.§§ the expert has his limitations.l3/ Tor one thing, he
iﬁﬁtandS'thc plain men"; he tends "to make his subject
ggf life, instcad of making life the measure of his sub-
&inﬁonsity of vision destroys his scnsc of proportion.”
Q{alls to scc that cvery judgment he makes got purcly
Hﬁﬁuro brings with it a schome of values vhich has no
1tﬁty about it." lhat can be done by society is not what
1lunks should be Gone, but what the scheme of valucs of
erGrmit. This is not to say that al% experts ;hould bg
;‘@that their functions arc non-csscntialy they have their

. important role. But if' I as an expert, with the cooper-
'fwialists in other fields, work out a sociul system for

~\" Great Plains which is perfectly logical and rational and
&u@re is no assurance that the plan can be put into opera-
%zhave determined the optimum nwaber of people which can be
1. & desirable minimum level of living from the land resources
~&f§d out o spatial pattern for the location o? people so that
,05» churches, and other institutions and services have the
;%fme of business" to serve thc pcople most eff101§n§ly anq
¢ﬁ;y; I moy have dctermined the age and sex comp081t10n.whlch
I}“ the population stcble in number without o decrease in

3\¢W have utilized the results of farm menagement and business
on and public finance resecrch SO that the size of farm and
:lWEtock enterprises arc such as to give maximum cfficiency
1'Vith conservation for future generations and have the tex

{ .
.%ably distributed. I moy have designed machinery to put the

bl
n

i

i:i%eration 50 that the Southcrn Great Plains will have a cul-
"jESSGCurity and stability to the people. But to know what ought

18 not enough; it is imperative to know what can be done.

\

% second great hazard in plenning is human inertia, It
¢a seneral tcendency to value highly those things to which

.:ﬁd31 Loski, "The Linitations of the Expert", Harper's

2y

\Une, Dpeocember, 1930.




uStomed; we must remewber that habit is the great flywheel
' 0f one thing we may be certain and that is that the

our problems will not be in the nature of blueprinys con-
£$Gly by experts, either for agriculture or rural life or
&er part of our society. The ideal plan on paper must be
gthe recognition of the habits, customs, attitudes, and
Bﬂf the pcople concerned; only as the ideas of the pecople
K nging attitudes and opinions and convictions, caught up
XYerts will progress be made towards achieving the goals
%  The experts must help and must be utilized at all
Uhe gsolutions must be worked out in the everyday lives
fes of people. The planning that does not consider the
®r, the share cropper, the tenant, the low income farmer,
fh thege groups have not becn and do not fecl a part, will
Wte into the daily living which really constitutes our cul-

eI‘ng.

her planners should be trend-benders or trend-followers is
“tant as the fact that trends must inevitably be taken into
Mlon in planning. Onc example of such a trend is the fact
n now and 1955 the United States will have, if forcign
M remains negligible, an increase in the working ages

to sixty-five years) of over 14,000,000 people.l4/ On the
Pm 1930 proportion, approximately 65 percent of these will

) that is, 9,000,000 new places must be found by the expans
gric;ulture and industry over and above the millions now vnem-
0f {ho total increasec, assuming, to visualize the picture
tly, that those now on farms stay on fams, those now in
3%ay in villages and those now in cities stay in citicg=m
waorkers, 7,000,000 will bec on farms, 4,000,000 in villages
;000 in citics; in the farm areas, the poor land and low

ag will have the greatest rolative increase of workerse
fction ig made without any speculation as to futuro birth

is only applying arithnetic to the babies already born.
Megsing problens from this trend will arise within the
Vearss the greatest annual increase in persons of working
lbe during 1939-1943. In charting our future course, this

Qle trond shows the futility of expecting great relief for

loyed by promoting a back-to-the-farm movenent; "an al-

@ﬂned agriculture has no roon
7 is to be expected not from a back-t

Opposite trend", lé/

for the farm increase and
o=the~farn novement but

conclusion, one of the characteristics of our socicty is
e are adopt-

E%hion'to and faith in tho. donderatic process; w
lief that we can direct our cultural patterns by this pro-

lter and Winston, op. cite De 43,
i

N
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%¢ best welfare of society as a whole, Democracy is some-
than a chance to vote "yes" or "no" at the polls on stated
Personalities; it is a way of living and unless planning
;ly democr%tlc it is not likely to be incorporated into
lﬂ~patterns of our society. Whatever form our cultural

%e, it will be "people in group rclationships who fabricate

Hlves a society, the warp of which is that organizational

119

. Mutionsl 1ife which is built over a comparatively recent

& woof is that great background of culture, tradition,
gt°Ins,, opinions and attitudes. which people pass on as a

" one gencration to another...the old and the new must

" synthesis in the living design", 16/

"\ from an unpublished spcech by J. H. Kolb, University of

Win,
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. DISCUSSION OF PAPER BY OLAF F. LARSON ENTITLED
"CULTURAL PATTTRNS IN RELATION TO ECONOMIC VELFARE!

George T, Blanch*
Associate Professor of Agricultural Economics,
Utah State Agricultural College

I have not deemed it wise to attempt a detailed discussion of
g of Doctor Larson's paper that I agree with or even of those
\eparts that I may disagree with or which I do not understand.
%ach, rather, shall be to give very briefly my general impression
tmper as a whole and then proceed to a few ideas of my own on the
under discussion. My discussion will be in the nature of broad

lizations rather than of details,

1 My impression of Doctor Larson's paper is that it was not fin-

N that it feiled to show clearly the relationship between cultural

B and economic welfare. The discussion was devoted almost entirely
fultural patterns aspect of the subject and very little to economic
Yor how the two are related--if at all, It might be said that he

lq background, and an excellent one, against which to project a

on of the topic under consideration, but stopped short of the actual
lon, The paper also dwelt at some length on the cracks or deficien~
% our culture without much discussion of how they cume about, why

xiS‘c, or what can be done about them.

1 Doctor Larson gave no definition of econoriic welfare other than
1lthat it cannot be divorced from general welfare. In order that we

; begin with the same thought as to economic welfare, a statement as
Beaning seems desirable. The term, as I shall use it, meons essen-
fthe amount of economic goods and services possessed by a people, or
Wnt that they have the wherewithall to acquire. Note that the topic
"Wth economic welfare and not general welfare. ith economic welfare
?trued, the topic might be stated: n"Cultural patterns in relation to
Wnt of economic goods and services available,"

It is clear, I believe, to all who have thought about the subject
bere exists a very close relationship between the culture of a people
r coonomic welfare. In fact, no doubt many of us in our genmeral
f& fail to differentiate between them. If I correctly understand
0Larson's discussion, the economic organizationm, the mechanical and
fial techniques for carrying on the work of producing and distribut-
“lomic goods and services is part of the culture of a people. Not
k“ﬁ of a people's culture, of course, but an essentiel part. I as-
lfﬂt Doctor Larson would include here as a part of culture the degrce
&sciency with which a people apply their mechanical and social tech-
to the task of adapting their natural resources to usable form.
' the way goods and services are divided among the people, It logically
% then, it seems to me, that the amount of capital available, the
Q1 which it occurs, and the uses to which it is put may be attributed,

N

IsDaper was prepared with the assistance of tjalter U. Fuhriman.




. [Wlture although greatly conditioned by the natural resources

{ this is so, then the problem of the cconomic welfare of a

s itself largely into two main divisions--culture and natural
ThGn, if one considers the people themselves, or at least their
doing physical labor, as a natural resource, one might, through
of the people toward eugenics, nutrition, etc., find a connect-
"een culture and natural resources. However, in a very material
tural resources of an area exert a conditioning influence upon
% a people. So much so that one may be tempted to conclude

Wire of a people is the result of the resources at their command.
:wrﬁ moment the culture of a people of the Arctic regions as con-
~fthat of a people of temperate or tropical climates. In the

|\ Tesources are very restricted and the chief harvest is the seal,
38 also been restricted. In the tropics the resources, although
‘oo things, are limited in variety and great cultures have not
R4, 1In temperate climates where a much wider variety of resour-
®re has been developcd the great cultures of the world. . Even
‘mperate climate of America the native Americans developed great-

‘:Itcultures, each in keeping.with local resources, This, however,

P ASuffice it to say that a great, complex many-sided culture such
T ? characterizes the people of the leading nations of the world
. [ develop without adequate natural resources.

..*|'% this interrelation between culture and natural resources be
[®d to the exclusion of economic walfare, it should be pointed

ffny given time both culture and natural resources condition

fere, - This is clearly seen when wo remember that the American

k

: f;;%e the days of Columbus hed all the natural resources that the
-ﬁ%rica have today, ond more, but the amount of goods and services

if?CUPita today, even by the low income third of our population,

" [y far greater than that obtained by the early American Indians.

- '

.:gf‘%y examples of the effect of culturec upon economic welfere can

‘“m",%% peoples today. For purposes of illustration it is easier to
- |%ller than the nation, and my own state, Utah, offers many such

i3, Perhaps Doctor Larson would prefer to call these examples
traits rather than cultural patterns but as a trait is a parb
¥ the examples should still be valid.

'Ihh has in may parts of the state a type of rural orgenization

‘\fvmr unique., I refer to the villege type of organization in which

“[Uve in a village on a lot of onc or two acres of lands This
zv\me headquarters of their farming operations while their farm
. "[%ed in the area surrounding the village. Zach farmer's land
: {zul in one parcel, His farm may consist of several parcels of
-.fﬁs and kinds of land and at varying distances from the village.
“I'Vey of a small group of farmers in one such village showed an
‘“q°7 separate parcels of farm land per farmer for a total aver-
O 40 acres of crop land. These parcels were located at varying
tho 8 miles apart. It is not necessary, I believe, to go into
'tn before this group of the cconomics of such a farm pattern or
heeffect upon economic welfare, The point for discussion is:
efarms;.get that way?" The answer is that in the main they were




[ %ay and they were planned that way because of particular cul-

i} bossessed by the original settlers. The village type of settle-~

njsde by a people motivated by religious impulses., Settlement in

. f;ﬁéges made it much easier for the people to discharge their re-

Ations and engage in tho social activities that were thought de-~

L ejdentally, in the beginning it facilinted protection against

s

Ut this seems to have been of secondary consideration. Re-
%ocinl considerations for those people were more important than

: tonsiderations, Time, with the inventions, develooments and

¥ has wrought, has largely rcmoved the necessity for the vil-

"frganization in order for the people to get together but the

U8, which is a point that planners might well keep in mind.

?ﬂr we have explained only the reasons for the compact village

. |'hy are the land holdings outside the village divided into

tlg?

e

The answer to this question is also found larzely in the

i~ settlers although it has some cconomic considerations as well.
? the land snd the uses to which it can be most profitably put

Y as one moves from the base of the mountains to the center of

t was considered more equitable and just for each man to have
|®lass of land than for one man to have all first-class land
forced to take all poor land that probably could be used only
Than the matter of distance was a factor. It was scarcely

-{%n to have all his land right adjacent to the village while

. [have been located several miles awaye. By dividing the land
~i{%h man obtained some land cose to town and some farther awaye
- |%F divided holdings has been accentuated by sub-divisions be-
M by purchases and sales, yet it had its origin in the culture
. {%ttlers., This culture explains also the altogether too common

m}}.rm unit and the cooperation that made possible the building of

1,.80d of public buildings, and of the processing of farm produce,
I3 the people with the essential food, clothing and supplies

. g;tO buy as well as many other characteristics of the social and

......

Mzation of Utah's agriculture. As times and conditions have
;.| °f those phenomena such as the cooperative store have passed

:  :%ure. Othoers, such as'the mutual irrigation companies, are
. _‘,(b

Undoubtedly, many equally good illustrations from other arocas
Showing the effect of culture upon cconomic welfare, but let

8 earlier pointed out that there cxists a rzlationship be-

»i|Tesources and culture, More specifiecally in a society sueh as
23y the economic welfare of a people is probably one of the

- '} moulding their culture. It, in a sense, is self perpetuate

‘te cconomic income for most of the pcople nas made possible

,j:.Wel and an acquaintance with the things that a larger income

.} and that had heretofor been available only to the wealthy,
. e has led to desire., The desire for possession of those
,:d by the art of advertising and sclesmanship, has no doubt

- ,:force in stimulating people to seek ways of inereasing their

P8 this has stimulated men to make inventions, discoveries, and

| . .
i | Of methods of doing the world's work. In so doing, men have
o ' into fields or paths that after a time have been recognized

‘¢al or inequitable., Soeiety has then built up a public opinion
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.%S°QSBS has enacted laws to prevent or regulare the activities based
: Irﬁfpr to such things as monopolies, stock market operations, and
-yi”eﬂrly development and finaheing of the railroads and of the oil

his country illustrate the point. Our attitudes and laws on

;ﬁ become a part of our culture. Probably we have in the process
Q Sng now, puhlic attitudes toward many social and economic problems
.’ 8tneral welfare and that will later definitely be incorporated

',-e%“lure’, Such problems as soil conservation, controlled production,

m}e ity, socialized medicine, unemployment, in short the New Deal
¥%{°°uld be cited as examples of problems on which the public mind

Ccome quite settled.

imEHCOnclu31on, the cultural pattern of the United States people

sfoes a most pressing desire for a tremendous output of goods and

ty © all the people, and it puts pressure upon our existing economic
D°Vide and distribute them satisfactorily. Perhnps we are suf-

..m “Ultural growing pains and that what is nceded is a uniform growth

"Mhes of culture and economic processes. European peoples have long
ﬁnt American cultural patterns are essentislly masterialistie, Per-

M%Qmat is needed is for someone to sell us the desire for a culture

o S greater emphasis on non-material things and less on meterial




