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ploy #2? 108 
to the *| UUTURAL PATTERNS IN RELATION 10 ECONOMIC WELFARE UO 
t the ™; 

| taking Olaf F. Larson, Leader, Division of Farm 

Population and Rural Life, Federal Bur- 

vel of © eau of Agricultural Economics, Region IT; 

the idl! on leave from Colorado State College 
that it - 
tion ans 4 

led and} | | | 

its pr vi preparing this discussion I have done so with the belief 

labore? ae of the dominant characteristics of the cultural patterns 

ps inve*h, mn America is the inter-dependence between the rural~agri- 

a nor®}"l ang the urban-industrial segments. If in my discussion I 
ce emphasis upon the rural~agricultural segments of our cul 

ibutio2 } nt its problems, the interdependent aspects have not been 

ong as tee ben , 
urces 38° , 

ted and hye of the assumptions upon which I have proceeded is that in 

ical rd sense economic welfare cannot be divorced from general 

it wilh’ any more than the agricultural facets can be separated 

F our re le ® totality of our society. "No individual professes to be 

y to mai, ‘Romic man or regards himself and his doings as an economic 

yy toe Thore are only rich men and poor men, plumbers and 

yy etians , fish-mongers and bond salesmen, researchers and 

» 

a! 

My ts and morticians. 

\ 

Mtg , 
: 

hy, at I shall attempt to do 
oy 
lis 
Ue 

ty 
ty 
ee as that of presenting a point of view to stimulate think- 

I 

The world of affairs is peopled with 

fings who engage in human activities and whose conduct is 

chaviour, Economic organization is not a thing apart, it is 

dorteation of man's entire life in socicty" and "cannot be de- 

yy 2tom its cultural matrix''1/ We need to be constantly cons» 

Me the fact that while the general welfare goals of a society 

‘ be attained without satisfactory achievement of economic wel- 

t. at the same time the mere perfection of the economic organi- 

? C wily not guarantee complete satisfaction of general welfare 

“kis not wholly a rational animal nor does he live by bread 

Uy 

) 

4 

M he has othor basic "needs" or "drives" or "appetites", what- 

the oY may be called, as well as those for food, shelter and 

‘ng and other material needse 

is, first, to review sone of the 

Sin our cultural patterns; second, sketch the nature of cule 

Patterns and how they change; and third, outline a few con- 

Mions for any planned attempt to change the patterns of our 

tty. 

1 t have taken the privilege of drawing rather freely upon the 

‘ents of others because I have construed my function on this 

d discussion. 

‘ton H, Honilton, "Organization, Economic", Encyclopedia of 

NX Social Sciences, 6:484-490. 
  

ner prosented at neeting of Western Farn Economics Associa-~ 

‘on, Berkeley, California, June 14 - 16, 1939,   
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toad y spenking, agriculture in the United States is pros- 

Y the sonditions in many of the great ferming fagions are 

I Tic success of the ovmers and cultivalcrs of good lend, 
“Sperccs regions, has been due vartly to improve sd methods 

9 goo3a wmrices for nroducts, and also to tue ¢tnerar airence 
Thee of farm lands in these regions. Notwithstanding the 

Svence § in rentals and the hisher nrices of labor, tenants 

= enjoved a a gooc degree of prosperity, due to Tair crons, 

| ance in the price of farm products appromim=tely corres~ 
0 the advance in the price of land. Farm iesor hes been 

Loyed ant. at inereased weaves and rauy Yera honds have become 

ube end many tenants have become Lan¢ ovners. VYnere is inarked 

eas, in wany of the agricultural regions, in the character of ° 
‘home end its surroundinzs. There is increasing appreciation 

Pert of great numbers of cowbry people of the advantage of 
‘Vater simLies and olumoin,:, of better construction in barns 

tarm publai ins, ot rood readiaes matter, of tasteful cardens 

°s, and the necessity of good education, There has never been 
‘en tue American. fe was &s > well Orr as ne is voces when 

Mey not only his saenine 4 pove but the conforts and advenvages 

Secure, " 2/ This ste ‘tenent from ‘the report in 1909 of the 
ife6 Comission annointed by Treodore Roosevelt represents 

Yeht of a groun of Avericon farm leaders based woon the con- 

| taisty pudlic hearings scattered throughout the United 
Md the answers of 120,000 ferners to questions of the Depart- 
‘dort culture. Miis report was made at the befinning of that 

Oy often referred to as the "parity" period between American 

Yre and industry; it is the beginning of that "golden era" 
fo 

‘ly referred to ag "100" in government economic statistics. 

2 . e ‘ 4 - : -— ‘ c 

Ut let us look further into this report. In spite of being 
OL in 1909 than ever before, according to the commission, 

TR efficiency in farm life, end in country life as 4@ whole, 
(s be measured by historical standerds, but in terms of its 

ities, Considered from this point of view, there aro marked 
Neieg.! t 3/ And so we find thet this bench-mark that we are 

[20 eet eelx to also had soue cracks in its cultural pattern; 

‘eajustnents in its econonic end social orcer, Wnat were 

“Actencies? Briefly, the main snecial der iciencs es, in 
[2 to the over-all one of lec: of the prover kind of education, 

“8 Mas Lsrecerd of the inherent rights | of land workers", hish- 

‘un depletion, agricultural Lobor, ealth, and vomen's work 

fap | tho Gisrovard of the inherent rirnes of Lend worke re 
\ - . 
1 said to result “Girectly in social devression as well a 

“e dicad wwantace", tool the form of speculative holding of 

ife Commission, Senate Document No. 705, 

ton. (1909). 

yy + 
yt of the Country L 
‘Consress, 2nd Sess   
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Opolistic control of streans, wastage and control of 

std the restraint of trade. The point on resivre Lint of trade 

Slax aonlication to the railroads and to merketing, and 
‘reg sting to note that the committee said "if the farmer 
cause his business is small, isolated, and unsyndicated, 
§ the part of foverament to see that he has an equal oppor- 
ie . . 

“ar hig fellowmen and a square deal", Althoush soil deple- 
‘its effects was a main deficiency, it was carefully noted 

ml lend well farned does not necessarily mean hizh ideals 

Noeiet yl, Acricultural labor was a problem because it was 

thouh the deficiency vas complicated by the fact that 

for Labor was not continuous and the laborers had lons hours, 

nventences for living, lack of companionship and in some 

oy Vases. 

ht 

{¢ 

* 

ie, ulture with which these Geficiencies were associated was 

lar of a period characterized by exoansion westward and city- 

Ststrialy and asriculturally, cheracterized by exploitation 

Hon, CSources and characterized by sveculation as a result of 

Iygee esered to constant expansion of population and declining 

we “esources in relation to votential demand. 

aft us now snift the scene to 1939. What forces have been at 
ss S the thirty year interval, since the aopraisal by the 

“ife Commission appointed by the Roosevelt of the "square 
fp Qroduce the cultural patterns of today? We have become 

tp Sly urbanized: 1920 marked the first census to show over 

"Ur yeople livinz in arban areas. We have been increasingly 

w a sample census of 1936 shows seven out of every ten 
"kth automobiles, one out of every three with tractors and 

2 every four with motor trucks: the studies of the Works 

. mn gevenY for on "Reemoloyment Oovorturities and Recent 
yy 2 Industrial Techniques" show the nature and extent and. 

Fagg? consequences of tris mechanization. We have become in- 

ae Specialized in our division of labor. We have becone 
! Rely commercialized with the result that the majority or us 

yf elnost entirely into a price and market econoy. Over 

Cn, Qberwoven with these urbanized, eCAe anized, specialized 

ty eda alized trends we have had the influence of applied 

nen work changes. We have organized into "interest" and 

tag eroups of one kind or another, some for non-utiliterian 

Pre Sut many to advance the welfere of a snecial sroup at the 
» OY resardless of, the general welfare. 

ts   

  

age. 
be 

  
ty Sone ways the era of which 1909 was a part marked tne end 

my blog of infancy and adolescense of ovr nation; in others 
og stout se of what was to come, for in the emphasis of today 

Whaat vebion, won brinzing ebout a parity between the rural 

nag’ elements of ovr national life, we see tne shadow or the 

thay "square deal", We are recognizing that the past thirty 
aes warked a transitional veriod during which we as a nation 

“ enersins into meturity. If there were cracks in the cul-~ | 

-3-   
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tome of the time marking a turning-point in the shift from 

‘holly rural to one dominantly urban, from the hoe~farmer to 

“Mfarmer, from the tallow candle to the electric light, from 

‘solation to modern ease and speed of contacts with other 

he world, from a subsistence economy to a dollars and cents 

"© well know that there are dislocations in the cultural 

ut today e 

c ; 

Us look for a moment at a few of the places in our national 

vere our cultural patterns are not giving us the kind of 

‘society which many believe desirable. What are some of 

Neneies of today? 

complete index to economic and social 

lo income is one of the most powerful conditioning factors 

to reduce families to low economic and social status. We 

ur attention constantly drawn during recent years to the 

0 low income groups, families with low income because of 

(ork, part-time work and poorly paid work or because of low 

, What was produced, or because of lack of adequate produc- 

trees. The report on distribution of consumer's incomes 

85=36, based upon surveys of the Bureau of Home Economics 

tea of Labor Statistics in cooperation with the National 

» conmittec, estimates that of the thirty-nine million con- 

Ne the lowest one-third had under $780 per year income, 

ee one-third between $780 and $1450, and the plutocrats of 

“T one-third were those with more than $1450. 4] The average 

cone of consumption mits in the lower one-third was S471, 

idle one-third, $1076, and in the upper one-third, influ- 
i 

. fy the extremely high income of a few fanilies, the average 

‘hy $3000. Of each $100 of the estimated national income of 

“te billion dollars, ten went to the lowest one~third, 
i ‘ — Noup to the middle one-third, and sixty-six to the upper one- 
t 

l . 

Mhousth income is not a 

\ 

Me low income may be one of the best criteria of inequali- 

. Of disadvantaging conditions, it must be remembered that it 

‘oven with other social and economic factors. The "chronic 

‘{®ts and persistent problems" within agriculture which were 

i nted by the jamming of the economic machinery have been out— 

ty, Pe report of Taylor, Wheeler, and Kirkpatrick called "Dise 

yee Classes in American Agriculture?. _/5 What has been 

| Xz to impoverished rural people since the early thirties has 

by | 
| a Do 

wer Incomes in the United States, Their Distribution in 

N86, National Resources Committee, 1958, p- 8-10. 

\yy. . a 

ed by United States Department of Agriculture as Social 

“arch Report No. VIII, 1938. 
i   
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jizea in "Seven Lean Years" by Woofter and Winston. 6/ 

ore according to Woofter and Winston and supported by 

: his associates, there are nearly five million families 

S from definite handicans and living at an income level 

bmn subsistence levels es defined in recent budgetary 

yiis imposing proportion of the people engaged in agri- 
ho are amoug the low income and disadvantaged group 1s 

Of a majority of the 2,700,000 wage workers, at least 

‘tenants’ and croppers, probsbly 750,000 sudsistence and 

sferae: "s and a number of small onerators living on sub- 

@nd. 7/ While within every community, persons and fami- 
‘de continually operating at all levels of success and 

. ertain areas have been defined as problem areas because 

’sence of a combination of such fs sctors as high tenancy, 
“ttion of farm laborers, high relief rates and low stan- 

Advine, The hizhest rates of reproduction are found in 

“lea a areas which often have 2 lack of ee es educetional. 

les and a lag in public health programs; thus each suc- 

S2erabion: is drawn in large numbers from economically 

lege eroups and denvressed economic areas. Altnougn in- 

Svortent, in many of these arcas the rise of income does 

. the basic problems for "they will remain until there is 

Stal and large scule effort made toward solving them," as: 

ee Winston state. 8/ They exoand, contract, expand again — 

tural and general rural-industrial conditions swing from 

a to prosperity and back again to depression. 

ere may be some who thir exclusively of the physical or 

-'spect of egriculture who are prone to dismiss these 

sed classes and their problems with the statement taat 

, Weklings, "a permanently submerged class which will con- 

© a burden to relief agencies", The realistic student 

2d culture will not adopt such a defsatist attitude nor 

“rag this problem aside so arbitrarily. "Trained in obser 

iattutan traits and institutions, he realizes thet many of | 

te le suffer from social, personal and economic defects tna 

w edied...these are human handicaps sudject to. removal by 

“ened system of social institutions end a determination 

© a balenced society". 9/ 

its 3 ‘hed by University of North Carolina Press, 1939. 

vA “ , ; v and, Winston, Seven Lean Yeers, p. &f. 
  

Wo 

MD. 133, 

ND, Leal,   
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deficiencies, these cracks in our culture, are subject 

| As we cannot accept the inevitableness of these defic- 

{1939 nor of the immediately preceding years, we have 

lirend, or at least an increase in the trend, toward g*v- 

Zed activities and this in turn seems to be leading toward 

planning e 

Util the present time I have not stopped to define terms 

‘ I should here briefly review the nature of cultural pat- 

‘will not be new to say that we think of culture, or the 

itage, of any group as that complex whole which includes 

ods fabricated by man, knowledge, beliefs, art, morals, 

‘’N, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man 

’ of society. The simplest unit of culture is a culture 

S example, the button on my coat, or a dinner plate, or 

‘of saying "Mr. Chairman". Traits do not exist, as a 

‘pendently of each other. ‘They are combined into what is _ 
“ture complex or culture pattern. These patterns gener~ 

“op around some felt need or situation. A culture pattern, 

tally speaking, is any arrangement of culture traits in 

Yace that may be regarded’, for purpose of study, as having 
{of unity or wholeness. In our complicated industrial and 

-tgonization there are litorally hundreds of culture patterns 

‘do with the production, manufacturing,distribution and con~ 

f material goods. Various combinations of divergent cul 

“erns in turn form even larger units of the total culture. 

ps somewhat straining the usual sociological conception of 

‘Patterns when I use the term as I bheve in the larger sense. 

‘Considering the nature of culture one should realize that 

’ grows by two general means, (1) the invention of new culture 

“d (2) the diffusion of traits. In the accumulation, which 

“ce with some selection, there is a tendency for the old 

fof the social structure to linger on past their optimum 

ws Invention of new cultural traits may be, of course, 

rial and non-material. The Australian ballot or the city 

orm of governnent are just as much inventions as the auto- 

| elephone or television. Mere efficiency or practicability 

[ough to make an invention be generally accepted in the | 

ae successful invention is merely one which is accepted 

ye and incorporated into general use; many inventions may 

“Y achieve the purposes for which their inventors invented 

|’ their acceptance hinges upon the evaluation of the society 

ane and place. For example, we know that the Alexandrian 
he & steam engine which was offective. We know that during 

“* hundred years fire arms were in use, that perfectly feas- 
‘y 

{ ne guns and repeating rifles were developed; yet both of 

TVentions failed to "take! at the time because the cultural 
’ 

sa) . Snot set for their acceptanco.     
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| Piltures have grown chiefly by borrowing. 10/ There is 
" culture existing today which can claim more than ten 
lts total elements as inventions made by members of its 

M Because we live in a period of rapid invention, we 
(to think of our own culture as largely self-created but 
diffusion may be brought home to us as we consider only _ 
of an average person's day. For example, this morning I 

‘bed built on a pattern which originated in the Near East, 
Podified in Northern Europe before it was transmitted 

' I then threw back covers made from cotton, domesticated 
%nd wool from sheep domesticated in the Near East. I 
Slipped into moccasins invented by the Indians of the 

f the eastern United States, and went to the bathroom 
“ixtures were a mixture of Buropean and American inven- 
took off my pajamas, a garment invented in India, ar and. 

soap invented by the ancient Gauls. I then shaved, a 
‘© rite which seems to be devrivod from either Sumer or 

Ypt. Returning to the bedroom, I removed my clothes 
‘ly of Southern Evropean type, and proceeded to dress, put- 
“ents which were originally derived from the skin clothing 
nds of the Asiatic steppes, putting on shoes nade fron 
ed. by a& process invented in Ancient Egypt and cut to a 
‘Yived from the classical civilizations of the Mediter~ 
tied around my neck a strip of bright colored cloth which 

ighal survivor of shawls worn by the seventeenth century 
' On the way to breakfast I stopped to buy a paper, paying 

Coins, an ancient Lydian invention, At broakfast I ate 

@ made fron a forn of pottery invented in China with a 
Steel, an alloy first made in Southern India, with a fork, 
Italian invention, and a spoon which is the derivative 

S original. I began breakfast with an orange, native of 
" Modi terrancan, drank coffee, an Abyssinian plant, went 
ifles, which are cakeg made by a Scandinavian technique, 
© donesticated in Asia Minor, Over the waffles was poured 
hp invented by the Indians of the Eastern United States 
S side I had an egg of a species of bird domesticated in 
Me After this I settled back to smoke, an American—Indian 
Ysmiing a plant domesticated in Brazil, in a cigarette de- 
\ Woxico, While snoking I read the news of the day in- 
\ characters invented by the ancient Semites upon material 
hh China by a process invented in Germany, And as I read 
ts of foreign troubles I, as a good conservative citizen, 

iebrew deity in an Indo-European language that I am 100 
Crican. 

‘Particular arrangenents of the various items of culture 
ot less distinct patterns may be said to be dus chiefly to 

Y of geography and history. For example, I doubt if when 
‘Survey systen of the United States was put into operation 
sult that farms were laid out in rectangular blocks and 

ete adapted from Ralph Linton, The Study of Man, 36 ie suuey OF man    



Is were tilled on straight lines regardless of natural 

the earth, that much thought was given to the fact that 

‘dure would accelerate erosion of the top soil so that 

here would be a great national agency, called the Soil 

-ton Service, put into operation to correct the ailment at 

Mlally due to our land survey system. 

ls axiomatic to say that cultures have not chosen but have 

ito the patterns which characterize them, And if we do have 

les and problems they have most likely come about without 

tion on the part of anyone that they shouid be so. Planned 

hed invention in socicoty is indecd recent; the planning of 

}for the larger necds of society has only begun. The lack 

‘tent betweon production and consumption, tne altornation 

tity and depression, with differential consequences for 

Ys classes and groups of socioty, the anomaly of idle fac- 

{4 unemployment and the paradox of people in need amidst 

‘| plenty has vested the cconomic segments of our culture 

Tt is now becoming reputable to belicve in blse intorest. 
But even as the Pility end necessity of economic planning. 

/°rganization is not a scparate and distinct thing like a 

[ta checkerboard with its own jurisdiction ond a law of its 

‘san aspoct of all life and all culture so likewise in 

ne plans for direction of the cconomic organization there 

“in broad considerations not purely cconomic which are in- 

© eharacteristics of the people for whose welfare the plan- 

doing done is once of the first considerations. How many 
“e there? How are they distributed? ‘what is their age, 

‘cthnic composition? ‘What are their mobility patterns? We 

“Now the trends and changes in the population numbers and 

“istics so the prescribed plans will be good for more than 

Nation, fe need to know what diffcrontials cxist among the 

conomic-social groups and in various geographic arcas. 11 

Second consideration is the social organization or social 

*e, licre are included the spatial petterns of society, the 

“nt into groups within the spatial pattorn, and the institu- 

a agencies and services. hs parts of the spatial pastorn, 

Stborhood, the community, and culture arcas have particular 

“ence for the planners, depending upon the scalc of opcra- 

the culture area, or social region, may be studicd just as 

tthe Problems of a Chenging Population, Report of the Com- 

econ Population Problems to the National Resources Com- 
M 

“Co, 1938, 

~8-   
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ist maps crop aroas or soil types or the economist 
t~of—farming areas. The arrangements of the elements 
Into a pattern, a configuration, peculiar to a region, 
haracter of uniqueness, 12/ The significance for planning 
atial patterns is that they delimit geographis areas 

th there is most likely to be homogeneity and conscious~ 
S people of these similarities. 

Stoups include the family and other "primary" groups, 
°° special interest groups, class groups (including farm- 
zations) and ethnic eroups. Another concept which helps 
nature of the group structure is the "insgroup" versus. 
Mor "woecroup" versus "others group". ‘These cut across 
© the first named groups and are found in every society. 
MUp'i or "weegroup! ig any association towards which we 
Se of Loyalty, friendliness, and a definite sense of obli- 

~ecially at the time of a critical situation; the "others" 
‘tup" is that for which we foel dislike, disgust, competi- 
‘or antagonism. There is much "we-feeling" with indivi- 
"Ss when an effort is made to divide states into regional 
{ministrative purposes; our family is better than the 
‘Oss the line fence; our neighborhood is better than Skunk 
the significance for planning of these group alignments is 
% one hand, if understood, they offer resources which may 
ed offectively; on the other hand, they present hazrris 
blockade the operation of planse 

  

‘itutionalized agencies and services depend definitely upon 
R ' their survival; it is important te know the optimum nunber 
nd the best spatial relationships of schools, churches 
) health, recreational, and oconomic institutions and agon- 
st adequately and efficiently moet the needs of the pop- 

hina important consideration is the attitudes and opinions 
‘ple which are probably grounded as much in the social 
hin habit and custom, as they are rational reactions to a 
Nocial milieu. Planning needs not only to consider atti-~ 
tho ons but the mood of the people for the proposed 
®re are times when people are in a mood for social advarins 

“the faith in older and less drastic nethods of action re~ 

  

Soward W. Odum and Harry E. Moore, American Regionalisn; 
\dvely and R. B. Almack, A Method of Determining Rural 
N Sub-Areas with Application to Ohio, Ohio Agricultural 
neat Station and Farm Security Administration, 1938, The 
‘Progress Administration, Division of Social Rescarch, has 
‘jock in process for the delineation of areas within the 

‘form and rural non~farm population.     
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\-“Une of business" to serve the people most 

‘ning to overcome maladjustments, we must not become 

ie and think that we can overcome all problems; a dy- 

./ must always have some "lags". No culture can achieve 

. tation and complete internal adjustment as long as it 

, Sowing thing. To paraphrase Frofessor Read bain: 

‘38, nothing is what it appears to be, because everything 

' is not realistic to expect to be able to circumvent all 

4° arising from changes in our culture. Likewise, the goals 

Nine as the objectives will constantly shift; exactly what the 

“ch the people will strive to attain, will be determined by 

“cnselves, not by the planners alone. 

ar a . : 

1° the hazards to the planning of our cultural yatterns, 
‘ : ! ° 

° ° + 

© the ereatcst is the exnert or snecialist. As Harold 
’ “ay 

. e e s 
e 

8, the expert has his limitations.13/ Jor one thing, he 

ay 

.f life, instead of making life the measure of his sub- 

. Ntonsity of vision destroys his sense of proportion." 

. tails to sec that every judgment he makes not purely 

_ ature orings with it a schcme of values which has no 

“ity about it." What can be done by society is not what 

tinks should be Gone, but what the scheme of valucs of 

DGrmit. This is not to say that all experts should be 

aA 
XQ 1 . . - ° e 

“stands the nlain man"; he tends "to make his subject 

4 

La
” 

<
¥
 

c
o
 

) ; . , . 
Th that thoir functions are non-cssential; they have their 

important role. But if I as on exvert, with the cooper- 

.lalists in other fields, work out a social system for 

. Creat Plains which is perfectly logical and rational and 

there ts no assurance that the plan can be put into opera- 

Y have determined the optimum nwaber of people which can be 

ita desirable minimum level of living from the lend resources 

, ld out a spatial pattern for the Location of people so that 

\s, churches, and other institutions and services have the 
efficiently and 

composition which 

\ 

vy 

j 

. 

actly; I may have determined the age and sex 

“n the population stable in number ywithout a decrease in 
[. 
yey have utilizea the results of farm management and business 

7 40n and public finance research so that tho size of farm and 

. "estock onterprises are such as to give maximum efficiency 

of itth conservation for future goneretions and have the tex 

| Stebly distributed. JI mey have dcsigned machinery to put the 

. eration so that the Southcrn Great Plains will have a cul- 

“LS Security and stability to thc people. But to know what ought 

Is not enough; it is imperative to know what can be done. 

4 Second great hazard in planning is human inertia, It 

“a eeneral tendency to value highly those things to which 

tes, Laski, "The Limitations of the Expert", Harpor's 

“ane, December, 1930.   
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'stomeds we must remember that habit is the ereat flywheel 

' Of one thing we may be certain and that is that the 

' our problems will not be in the nature of blueprinys con- 

ely by experts, either for agriculture or rural life or 

fer part of our society. The ideal plan on paper must be 

’ the recognition of the habits, customs, attitudes, and 

of the people concerned; only as the ideas of the people 

anging attitudes and opinions and convictions, caught up 

ports will progress be made towards achieving the goals 

4. The experts must help and must be utilized at all 

the golutions must be worked out in the everyday lives | 

Cs of people. The planning that does not consider the 

er, the ghare cropper, the tenant, the low income farmer, 

ch theee groups have not been and do not feol a part, will 

‘abe into the daily living which really constitutes our cul 

"rns, 

er planners should be trend-benders or trend~followers is 

bortant as the fact that trends must inevitably be taken into 

lon in planning. One example of such a trend is the fact 

en now and 1955 the United States will have, if forcign 

N remains negligible, an increase in the working ages 

to sixty-five years) of over 14,000,000 people.14/ On the 

the 1930 proportion, approximately 65 percent of these will 

N that is, 9,000,000 new places nust be found by the expan- 

Sticulture and industry over and above the millions now unem~ 

f ine total increase, assuming, to visualize the picture 

‘ly, that those now on farms stay on farms, those now in 

stay in villages and those now in cities stay in citics-~ 

YY workers, 7,000,000 will be on farms, 4,000,000 in villages 

1.000 in cities; in the farm areas, the poor land and low 

ag will have the greatest relative increase of workerse 

lection ig made without any speculation as to futuro birth 

Mis only applying arithnetic to the babies already born. 

Megsing problems from this trend will arise within the 

Years; the greatest annual increase in persons of working 

L be during 1939-1943. In charting our future course, this 

le trend shows the futility of expecting great relief for 

loyed by promoting a back-to-the-farn movenent § Nan ale 

tdened aericulture has no room for the farm increase and 

Y is to be expected not from a back-to-the-farn movement but 

Opposite trend". 15/ 

Conclusion, one of the characteristics of our society is 

Ma$ion’ to and faith in tho. dordcratic process; we are adopt~ 

‘ler that we can direct our cultural patterns by this pro- 

ter and Winston, ope Cite Dp. AS « 

q Ww 
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119 
He best welfare of society as a whole. Democracy is some- | 

_{ than a chance to vote "yes" or "no" at the polls on stated 
| Personalities; 

it is a way of living and unless planning 
ily democratic it is not likely to be incorporated 

into 
jt patterns of our society. Whatever form our cultural 
fe, it will be "people in group relationships 

who fabricate 
| les a society, the warp of which is that organizational 

_.|Stional life which is built over a comparatively 
recent 

the woof is that great background of culture, tradition, 
Oms, opinions and attitudes which people pass on as a 
one gencration to another...the old and the new must 
‘synthesis in the living design", 16/ 

“4 from an unpublished speech by J. H. Kolb, University of 
“Sin. 
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‘DISCUSSION OF PAPER BY OLAF F. LARSON ENTITLED 

"CULTURAL PATTERNS IN RELATION TO ECONOMIC WELFARE" 

George T. Blanch” 
Associate Professor of Agricultural Economics, 

Utah State Agricultural College 

I have not deemed it wise to attempt a detailed discussion of 

rts of Doctor Larson's paper that I agree with or even of those 

‘parts that I may disagree with or which I do not understand. 

‘ach, rather, shall be to give very briefly my general impression 

laper as a whole and then proceed to a few ideas of my own on the 

Under discussione My discussion will be in the nature of broad 

rations rather than of details. 

My impression of Doctor Larson's paper is that it was not fin- 

XMthat it failed to show clearly the relationship between cultural 

'S and economic welfare. The discussion was devoted almost entirely 

tural patterns aspect of the subject and very little to economic 

‘or how the two are related--if at all. It might be said that he 

‘ta background, and an excellent one, against which to project a 

‘lon of the topic under consideration, but stopped short of the actual 

‘lon, The paper also dwelt at some length on the cracks or deficien~ 

Your culture without much discussion of how they came about, why 

st, or what can be done about theme 
  

Doctor Larson gave no definition of econonic welfare other than 

that it cannot be divorced from general welfare. In order that we 

eht as to economic welfare, a statement as 
‘ begin with the same thou 

waning seems desirablee The term, as I shall use it, means essen- 

the amount of economic goods and services possessed by a people, or 

unt that they have the wherewithall to acquire. Note that the topic 

wth economic welfare and not general welfare. With economic welfare 

trued, the topic might be stated; "Cultural patterns in relation to 

unt of economic goods and services available," 

It is clear, I believe, to all who have thought about the subject 

here exists a very close relationship between the culture of a people 

Sir economic welfare. In fact, no doubt many of us in our general 

\: fail to differentiate between them. If I correctly understand 

| varson's discussion, the economic organization, the mechanical and 

peel techniques for carrying on the work of producing and distribut- 

, uomic goods and services is part of the culture of a people. Not 

thee of a people's culture, of course, but an essential part. I as- 

ae Doctor Larson would include here as a part of culture the degree 

ciency with which a people apply their mechanical and social tech- 

to the task of adapting their natural resources to usable form. 

the way goods and services ure divided among the people, It logically 

"S$ then, it seems to me, that the amount of capital available, the 

lh which it occurs, and the uses to which it is put may be attributed, 

WW 
paper was prepared with the assistance of Walter U. Fuhriman.    
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. [Ulture although greatly conditioned by the natural resources 
' this is so, then the problem of the economic welfare of a 
8s itself largely into two main divisions--culture and natural 
then, if one considers the people themselves, or at least their 
‘doing physical labor, as 4 natural resource, one might, through 
| Of the people toward eugenics, nutrition, etc., find a connect- 

"een culture and natural resources. However, in a very material 
‘tural resources of an area exert a conditioning influence upon 

{8 a people. So much so that one may be tempted to conclude 
‘ture of a people is the result of the resources at their command. 

cof Q moment the culture of a people of the Arctic regions as con= 
that of a people of temperate or tropical climates. In the 

q 

‘(Tesources are very restricted and the chief harvest is the seal, 
Ss also been restricted. In the tropics the resources, although 

‘me things, are limited in variety and great cultures have not 
“d. In temperate climates where a much wider variety of resour- 
“re has been developed the great cultures of the world. . Even 

“mperate climate of America the native Americans developed great- 
_f cultures, each in keeping with local resources. This, however, 

: .| Suffice it to say that a great, complex many~sided culture such 
+ o[* characterizes the people of the leading nations of the world 

- , »«|' Gevelop without adequate natural resources. 

Lf 8t this interrelation between culture and natural resources be 

(ed to the oxclusion of economic welfare, it should be pointed 
{ny given time both culture and natural resources condition 
‘are, This is clearly seen when wo remember that the American 

ra the days of Columbus had all the natural resources that the 
“[riea have today, end more, but the amount of goods and services 

.[f Capita today, even by the low income third of our population, 

Ay far greater than that obtained by the early American Indians. 

ot | . 
Pay examples of the effect of culture upon economic welfare can 

Ss ag peoples today. For purposes of illustration it is easier to 
Maller than the nation, and my own state, Utah, offers many such 

Se Perhaps Doctor Laurson would prefer to call these examples 
‘traits rather than cultural patterns but as a trait is a part. 

|) the examples should still be valid. 

Pah has in may parts of the state a type of rural organization 
[eer unique. I refer to the village type of organization in which 

{live in a village on a lot of one or two acres of land. This 
[the headquarters of their farming operations while their farm 

_ 'fteg in the area surrounding the village. Each farmer's land 
{81 in one parcel, His farm may consist of several parcels of 
“(3 and kinds of land and at varying distances from the village. i 

v “vey of a small group of farmers in one such village showed an 

[fe? Separate parcels of farm land per farmer for a total aver- 
-|* 40 acres of crop land. These parcels were located at varying 

-- | to 8 miles apart. It is not necessary, I believe, to go into 
|. before this group of the economics of such a farm pattern or 
,, °ffect upon economic welfare, The point for discussion is: 

* farms: get that way?" The answer is that in the main they were 
1   
 



  

ood May and they were planned that way because of particular cul- 
1] Possessed by the original settlers. The village type of settle- 

.:fited by a people motivated by religious impulses. Settlement in 

mot A 

Ss made it much easier for the people to discharge their re- 
‘tions and engage in the social activities that were thought de- 
dentally, in the beginning it facilinted protection against 
but this seems to have been of secondary consideration, Re- 
‘Scial considerations for those people were more important then 

E 

.|°Onsiderations. Time, with the inventions, develooments and 
lt has wrought, has largely removed the necessity for the vil- 

| &ganization in order for the people to get together but the 
Ms, which is a point that planners might well keep in mind. 

tar we have explained only the reasons for the compact village 
~ | Thy are the land holdings outside the village divided into 

8? The answer to this question is also found largely in the 
ty i Settlers although it has some cconomic considerations as well. 

  
_\! the land and the uses to which it can be most profitably put 

Yas one moves from the base of the mountains to the center of 
t was considered more equitable and just for each man to have 

{lass of land than for one man to have all first-class lond 
Be foreed to take all poor land that probably could be used only 

Than the matter of distance was a factor. It was scarcely 
./"n to have all his land right adjacent to the village while 
. { have been located several miles away. By dividing the land 

o - (th man obtained some land dose to town and some farther AWAY e 
_-. | divided holdings has been accentuated by sub-divisions be- 

| ./ by purchases and sales, yet it had its origin in the culture 
+ (Settlers. This culture axplains also the altogether too common 

», (@ unit and the cooperation that made possible the building of 
_ 8nd of public buildings, and of the processing of farm produce, 

png the people with the essentinl food, clothing and supplies 

  
to buy as well as many other characteristics of the social and 

ae zation of Utah's agriculture. As times and conditions have 
-:| 0 these phenomena such as the cooperative store have passed 
jure. Others, such as‘the mutual irrigation companies, are 

‘ia ]) Undoubtedly, many equally good illustrations from other areas 
Showing the effect of culture upon economic welfare, but let 

_f§ earlier pointed out that there exists a relationship be~ 
-vil/*@sources and culture. More specifically in a society such as 

wy te 

eo. 

iy the economic welfare of a people is probably one of the 
.-~ moulding their culture. It, ina sense, is self perpetuat-= 
‘te economic income for most of the people nas made possible 

_. f¥el and an acquaintance with the things that a larger income 
Pf and that had heretofor been available only to the wealthy, 

. fiee has led to desire. The desire for possession of those 
ft by the art of advertising and salesmanship, has no doubt 
-:"oree in stimulating people to seek ways of increasing their 

» - OS th is has stimulated men to make inventions, discoveries, and n ° ° [OF methods of doing the world's work. In so doing, men have 
cy. | into fields or paths that after a time have been recognized 

‘Cal or inequitable. Society has then built up a public opinion   
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oo ti this country illustrate the point. Our attitudes and laws on 

49 
aaa 

a ty : ug 9 ° e e 

ook 1 o8es has enacted laws to prevent or regulare the activities based 

Tefer to such things as monopolies, stock market operations, and 
“arly development and financing of the railroads and of the oil 

lo P8come ga part of our culture. Probably we have in the process 

eg how, public attitudes toward many social and economic problems 

P eye tered welfare and that will later definitely be incorporated 
Fagg LUPE « Such problems as soil conservation, controlled production, 

‘th, ity, socialized medicine, unemployment, in short the New Deal 
yy COULA be cited as examples of problems on which the public mind 

come quite settled. 

‘rg Conclusion, the cultural pattern of the United States people 
Stns a most pressing desire for a tremendous output of goods and 

tt” 811 the people, and it puts pressure upon our existing economic 
Htyg OVide and distribute them satisfactorily. Perhnps we are suf- 

- [Rago ttural growing pains and that what is needed is a uniform growth 

(thay OF culture and economle processes. European peoples have long 
Rly American cultural patterns are essentially materialistic. Per- 
Nye 2t is needed is for someone to sell us the desire for a culture 

it! Steater emphasis on non-material things and less on meterial 
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