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TEACHING AND REZISEARCH PROGRA:S IN AGRICULIURAL ECONOLICS
IN THE ELEVAY WASTARN STaATLS

by

R. R. Renne
Head of the Department of Economics and Sociology
Montana State College

e In these times of numerous emergency and adjustment progrems, ex-
Q{@ specialization and division of labor, and rapid technological and
%Immic changes, it is particularly fitting that workers in agricultural
mﬁwﬁcs take stock of their teaching and research progrems with the view
{ frg appraising its response to changing agricultural conditions. This
cnfrticularly true in the eleven western states where far-reaching agri-
) Ural changes are occurring with unprecedented speed and significance.
%MFUr teaching and research program in these states, which comprise

fy ly forty per cent ¢f the total area of the United States but less than
,, Pér ocent of her population, responded promptly and effectively to chang-
qaagricultural problems, and are we using our facilities and resources
% economic and social lines as fully as is necessary or desirable?

by In arder to provide a few of the essential facts necessary for an
pelligent round table discussion of this and related questions, this
Q%P has been prepared showing the results of a general survey or inventory
trends in and present status of the agricultural economics teaching and
.“arch program in the eleven western states. This survey includes (1) an
~¥5is of the number and types of rural economic and sociological projects
S QPeration in the experiment stations of these svates during the last de=-
NS (2] the number of publications (bulletins) and their subject matter
Nlsd By Those stavions during these years, () The mumber and clessifica-
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I&Egﬁ staif members or workers employed, (é) the amount and source of
ESE for support of such work, and (5) curriculum offerings and course
N/ =
\\
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by 1/ These deta were compiled from various sources, including Annual
Prfs of the Experiment Station Dirsctors; "The Sxperiment Station Record”,

) lished monthly by the United States uvepartment of Agriculture, Office of
Lﬁriment Stations; "Workers in Subjects Pertaining to Agriculture in State
gocultural Colleges ond Experiment Stations", published annually bty the
%109 of Experiment Stations, U. S. Department of Agriculture; "Preliminary
ﬁ@% of a Survey of Zconomic Research in Agriculture in the United Stotes
cm;?g the Year July 1, 1926-Junc 30, 1927", American Farm Economics Asso-
”Alon, mimeographed; and questionnaires sont to Heads of the Departments
megricultural Economics ond the Bxperiment Station Directors of each of
cre?leven westorn states. The data showing expenditures, number of courses,
eledl'ts, and staff mombers in the tobles have been checked for each of the
%Jﬂn states by the Department Heoad or Councilmon from that state. The
ehOr is indebted to Mr. Dana K. Law, who compiled much of the materizl on
i“&rch projects, station publications, and staff members in connoction
mh his thesis "Chonges in Agricultural Econom cs and Rural Sociology Re-
“feh Frojects in the Zleven Western States Since 1925", submitted in
%Wial fulfillment of the Facheclor of Science Degree in Agricultural
®omics, Montana Stote College, June, 1937.
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Changes in the Number and Type of Research Projects

. ome

) Humber of projects. There has been a large increase in the number
a;esearch projects dealing with the economic and sociological aspects of
%fculture conducted by experiment stations in the eleven western states

Y%ie 1925, 1In that year there were 62 projects in operation, while ten

mes later (1934) the number had practically doubled to 112. Apparently

%Je was a very serious attempt to meet the growing problems of western cg=-
lulﬁure during these yoars., A large part of this increase occurred since
Yes when 85 projects were in force. The followingz year the number had in-
hfﬁed to 91, then to 94 in 1932, to 103 in 1933, and to 112 in 1934. The
n.e8se in federal funds made available through cooperative arrangements
htemergency and adjustment programs, coupled with the general increase in
?mzrest in various economic and sociological phases of the agricultural

N lem accompanying the severe business deprossion, undoubtedly account in
‘ﬁrge measure for this rise in projects. 4t the present time (June, 1937)

%;9 are 108 projects in operation, or slightly less than the 1934 number.g/
hse tre divided among the eleven states as follows: Arizona 2, Californisa
t

i, C0lorado 10, Idaho 6, lontana 14, Nevada 8, New lexico 6, Oregon 10,

5, Washington 8, and ¥Wyoming 4., In other words, 51, or nearly half of

W Projects, are being conducted ty the two leading states of California
Yontana, In 1925 these two states were carrying 27 of the 62 projects

?

Yy 5

Fr:;lln force, or slightly less than the proportion of the total carried ot
eng,

tey Typos of projects. In order to classify the agricultural economics
%Qarc§ projects carried on by experiment stations in the eleven wastern
RMGS into significant groups for comparative purposes, the classification
N by the Advisory Committee on Economic and Sociological Research in Ag-
M;uture, of the Social Science Research Council, was adopted.é/ This class=-
WQQtion groups the projects under sixteen heads, with the following types

Tesearch included in each.

(1) Farm Management - type of farming studies, entire ferm business
analyses, enalyses of farm enterprises (confined to one
commodity), and farm practices.

(2) Marketing - costs, methods, storage, cooperative marketing,
etc.

(3) Prices - market prices, trends, causal factors.

%a &/ Based upon & questionnaire sent to the station directors. 1937
regwere not available for California and Nevada, in which cases the latest
™5 (1934 and 1935 respectively) were usede.

he& 3/ See "Rosearch liethods and Procedure in Agricultural Economics",
| YWvisory Committee on Economics and Social Research in igriculture, Vol.
'Ygust, 1928

gh‘, -

D
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(4) Land uconomic. - farm and range land ubilization, mal-
adjustment areas, etc,

(5) Consumption Economics = research in factors influencing
consumption as well as the consumption of rural people.

(6) Transportaticn = types of transportation and their econ-
omic relationships (roads are included).

(7) Credit =~ long and short term loans, mertgage studies.

(8) Insurance = includes all agricultural economic &spscts.

o aneenme

(9) Taxation - tax delinquency and foreclosure, taxation
inequalities, and govermmental cost and revenue studies.

(10) Rursl Population = includes practically all rural sociol-
ogy studies; excluding consumption and rural living sten-
dards.

(11) Commedity studies - combines production, marketing, etc.
of one commodity.

(12) Geographioal Studies - area studies which combine
production and marketing.

(13) Historical studies - prices, population, taxation, and
similar provlems from the historical angle.

(14) Agriéultural Income = arriculbural income parity and
£ g
group disparities in income.

(15) Wationel Agricultural Economy - Netional programs, Ak,
TeTifT in relation to agriculture, sgriculture in relation
to industry.

(16) Outlook Studies = forecasting of impending developments.

¢ The results of an analysis of agricultural economics projects in

he oleven western states from 1925 to 1937, sccording to the above classi-

aication, are shown in the accompanying figure. Note that there has been

ldecided shift from farm management studies to other pro® cts, particu-
arly to land economics, credit, and taxation. The number of farm

!mnagement studies hes been cut almost in “wo since 1929, while land

ec?nomics projects increased twenty fold, ond credit and taxation studies
*ipled. From 1925 through 1931, land econcmics studies comprised only
Per cent of the total, while from 1932 through 1934 they comprised

°V?P 13 per cent, and in 1937 approximately 20 per cent, or one-fifth.

his increase is coincident with the Federal A.A.A. and Soil Conservation

Prograins., Tho serious agricultural problems resulting from maladjustments

ln the ytilization of land resources, including soil erosion and blowing,

B
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h“I"&n deprivation, and widespreud economic bankruptcy, have come to the

Yut in recent years. Agricultural oconomics workers in the eleven

“Storn states opparently are making o concerted attack on these problems.
my well be said that such studies should have been begun much earlier,

ut, wnfortunctely, experiment station workors did not secm to have

?‘Qt deal more vision than the average Amoricon during the twentiocs.

“eoyer, had thoy hod, it is debatable just how much support they would

e been able to muster from experinment station administrotors, not to

*ttion the state logislators or other governing bodios. In spito of

I? large incrozse in lond cconomics projects, threoo stotes listed no

“nd ggonomics projects in the experiment station in 1937.

t The groot decline in agricultural price parity with industry and

&0 pranks of the busincss cycle in rocent yecrs called forth many price
Wigs., MNoto tho steady incrossc in those studies from 1929 to 1933 cond

;@ decline sinco that year with improving egricultural price rolation-
‘?PS ond business rocovery. d&pparently cexporimont stations adjust their
"ieo rosenrch guits prosptly to changing price conditions. Only two of
8 eleven stations listed price projects in operation in 1937,

b The heavy property tax and credit burden upon agriculture, which,
8taugse of its relative inflexibility, became so severe with the great
:°Peases in farm incomes accompenying the deprossion, caused a signifi-
Mt pise in taxation and credit studies in the last decade. Thero were
0 tax or eredit projects in operation in the eleven wostern states in
w25, while in 1934 there wero 1l tax and 6 credit studies in force. In
037 the number of operating tax vrojects had declined to 8, but the
r?dit studies romained at 6. Consequently public finance projects com=
Migsed more then 13 per cent of tho total of 108 projects in forceo in
?37 compared with none in 1925, However, only six of the cleven states
;stcd tax projects in oporation in 1937, and only four listed credit
tudigs, Thus it would seem that shifts in research to studies of this
fthre, which have aroused considerablo interost and many conflicts,

Mve not occurred with equal promptness or amount in nll of the states.
fcal situations, and the personalitiss, training and intorests of the
¢search workers, as well as the administrators, arc undoubtedly impor-
WMt factors in this.

N Widesprcad economic distress which has affected whole communities
;m areas in recent years has occasioned somo inocroase in sociological
®Scarch. However, shifts in research omphasis to these phases scem to
TQVG becn very minor ond quite inadequate in the eloven western stateos.
here were 4 rural population studies in operation in 1925, Ton years
8ter there wore 7, and in 1937, 10, Studies in consumption economics
w?ﬁlod but 2 in 1937. noreover, these combincd studies (12 in number)
Yo being carried by but four of the oloven statess, In other words,
Seven of the eloven arc unot conducting any rural sociological investigo-
long at all excopt as may be dono incidentelly in conncction with othor
ojeets. It is apparent therofore that our roscarch emphasis is pre-
“minantly along physieal or tochnical lines rathor than along human
8 goeial. Lf wo are to develop a oulturo, population pattorn, ond

"5-
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*m'al organizction pgrticu}arly gdapted to the conditions of tho Grgat
aolns and the Rocky Mounta}n region, it woulq seom thot more omphasis
Qmu}d be put upon 1nventorlos.and othor studies of our humau resources
iltlnstitu?lons at the semo timo thot we are incrocsing our researches
e%,ho Phy31oal rcsourcos‘and their consorvation. & considorabls in-
i§e in cmphasis on sociological phasss has occurrod in some statos,
qthcularly since the deoression uprooted many of our traditional weys
thinking and doing. Many fool that tho olovon wostern stetes not only
tﬁ: no? kopt pace with tbc general tropd fo? tho oougtry‘as & whole tclong
ty ¢ linos, but that their curront sociological studics (ono-tenth of
total projocts in force) are too fow ond far inadequate to sorwve
le the nceds of theso states in working out tho adjustments necessory
Stabilizo and cnrich their agriculturo.

fy

o There does not seem to be any consistent trend in marketing pro-
lp"ts. Ihe number increased from 9 in 1925 to 20 in 1931 and remained at
Agr9Ximntely this number in 1932 and 1933, but has since declined to 15.
‘Ne present time, California is operating two-thirds of the marketing
i°360ts in force in tho eleven western states, due to California's espec~
t‘ly important msrketing prohlems. The cooperative marketing organizew
Qns and problems in California are of nation~wide interest, and Cali-
Of?i& is the logical station to conduct the major portion of this type
Searcii,

by The number of all other projects operated during the yoars 1925
§ 1837 has romained quite stationary, varying only from 19 to 24 during
Qs Periods This relative stability is due in a large moasure to the
Mfgo number of commodity studies conducted by the Californin stotion.
b:ing the 13 yoear period, California consistently operated 12 or 13
Qmmdity projects, or roughly 70 por cont of the total comnodity projects.
% of those wero for special commodities poculiar to Colifornia, and
%°§ﬂjority of them took the form of economic inventorioes of the pro-
°°Flon oand markcting of these commodities. There werc no transportation
thlnsuranco projocts conducted by any of tho cleven western states during
cuiﬂ'ntire 13 yeor poriod, only one historieal projoct, 2 studies of agri=-
(at?ral income {(both since 1931), 4 national agricultural coonomy projocts
stS}nce 1931), 4 geographical studics (2 since 1932), and 3 outlook
oudles (all sinco 1928). 1In 1937 thore werc no geogrophical, historical
ZIQ?utlook studics in opercation, and only 2 agricultural income ond 3
emlonal agricultural cconomy projeccts in forcoe. Two of the 3 national
Nomy projeets were bein: operated in cooporotion with the AJAJA.

Typos gg projocts among the states. The doubling of projects
rated since 1925 is duc principally to increases in the numbor of pro-
s conducted by Czlifornia, *ashington, Montana, Utah, Nevada and

"
JQQ

by

dfgon, in tho ordor named. Tho romcining states of the cloven either
not incronso their projects or had only minor changes. California

0g%ializcs in marketing and commodity studics, approximately two=-thirds

: her total projccts being devoted to those phasos. Orogon, New Mexico,

o}twyoming specinlize in farm and ranch management studies, exactly holf

he curront projocts in oach of thoso stations being devoted to theso

-
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&;iesa Wontana also places heavy emphasis upon farm and ranch menage=
Wy studies, better than two-fifths ef her current projects being devotw
W © these phases. However, she places second emphasis almost equally
M land economics, and toxation and credit, slightly over a fifth of
M: Projects being devoted to each of these two divisions. One-third of
0na§a's projects are devoted to farm and ranch managoment analyses, and
®~third to land economics; three-eighths of Woshington's studies are
neand economics, and one-fourth on rural population; Arizona dovotes
thf her two current projects to land economics, ond Idaho 3 of her 6,
o Places relatively the heaviest emphasis upon land economics projects
t 8ny of the eleven statos, 4 of her current 5 studies being of this
Pey  $ix of Colorado's current 10 projects are rural population studies,

c;g.station carrying more projects of this sort than the other ten states
lned,

The above anelysis .indicates o tendency for the differont states
Speciclize on one or possibly two or three phases of' the lorge field of
"icultural sconomics reseorche This tendency should te encouraged,
®use it tends to prevent unnocessary duplication of work and enables
OQFGP specialization by staff members. It is true that many studies,

hé?lcularly of the land economics and rurel povulation type, which are
1? inventorics, must bo made for each of the states to be of greatost
I%: in land planning ond adjustment programs in said states. However,
”r? efficient research rcsults could undoubtodly be accomplishod with
- Cter specialization among tho states on certuin phases of theso studies
Prticularly on farm and ranch organization and management studiecs.

oe Amount and source of funds for support of agricultural econcmics
Qowﬁrch. K total of approximaitoly $211,000 was spent for agriculturel
3mf°mlcs resoarch in the clevon westorn stotes in 1937. Californic
n;nt slightly ovor o fourth of this and Novade and Montana combined,
st?ly anothor fourth, Tho romaining half was spent by tho othor cight

“tes (seo table 1). Tho oloven stutos spent approximately $2,390,000
WQSQXPerimont stetion rescarch of all kinds, of which loss than o tenth
Qmifpent for agriculturcl economics research. INontana, Novada, thh,
mutM&Shington devoted the largest proportion of total funds to agri=-
tm‘“rﬂl cconomics work, Nevade using over o fourth and each of’ ?he o?hor
lmfe states using approximatoly 13,5 per cont. In spite of California's

8¢ total expenditures for agricultural cconomics, thoy comprised but
s\ Per cent of the total funds used for all kinds of rosecarche Only
nghtly morc thon two por ccnt of Arizona's total funds wore usod for
ficultural oconomics (soe tablo 1).

os Noarly four-fifths of the funds used for ?gricultura¥ oconomics
(%;zarch in tho slevon wostorn statos wore supplied by tho-bodornl
ﬁwnrnment. If Coliforniz, which sponds.moro than throo.tlmos as much
andﬂSt&to funds as from fedoral for agrlcultu?a} cconomics resoarch,
N in nddition securcs as much from tho Giannini Foundation as from stato
Otaiederal sourccs combined, is oxclud9d, loss than 7 pcr'cont of the
Hey- funds for agricultural economics is svcured from state sourccsa

“da, New loxico, Washington and Wyoming usc no state funds for

~7‘
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agricultural oconomics, and only 3.3 per cont of Montana's cxpendituros
and 5,1 por cent of Colorndo's for this work come from the state. This
heavy reliance upon federal funds should be an imporiant factor in re=-
ducing duplication of effort end funds to a minimum. Through cooperation,
the parties may take advantage of the new and approved practices of other
institutions and federal agencies, and this should be & means of securing
more efficient and satisfactory research results.

Changes in Number and Type of Publications

The number and type of publications issued by the experiment
stations should measure, to & degree at least, the coapletion of the re-
search undertaken and the dissemination of the findings among farmers
and the public. Too many studies are started that are either never sat-
isfactorily completed or no satisfactory statement made concerning their
conclusion. In addition, much of the research results are not written
up in such a way as to be most madily understandable by those for whom
they were intended, and, consequently, they lose much of their offect-
ivencss. Research workers, particularly in agricultural sconomics ond
especially in the small institutions characteristic of the western states
where the worker is too often literally a "jack-of-all-trades”, should
pay caroful attention to the matter of publicatlons and to gotting ro=
search results in the most usuable form to the public.

Number of publications. Thore was a total of 26 bulletins on
agriculfural economics subjects issued by tho experiment stations in the
oleven western states during the calender year 1936. This was only
slightly larger than those issued in earlier yoars, the number ronging
from 22 to 25 during the five yoars 1931 to 1935, inclusive, and less
than tho numbor issued in 1930 (33) and 1928 (29). Aside from these two
years, and 1929 when only 17 bulletins were issued, the number has res
moined quite stationary since 1927. In other words, there apparently
has been no concerted effort on the part of experiient stations to get
out more material in the form of bulletins to enlighten the public dur-
ing the depression years than earlier. And, this is in spite of the
fact that there wero more workers on experiment station staffs in these
states in 1936 than ever before, the number being nearly 50 per cent
higher than in 1927.

There mey be several explonations for the above apparent failure
to releaso more material in spite of the ircreased staffs and extraord=-
inary noeds for worthwhile information. Perhaps many of the departments,
in order to meet the immedicte needs of the public for iaformation, have
“greatly increased the amount of mimeographed matorial they have issued.
This is certainly true of some ~ states as may bo seen from o study of
the mimeographed rcleases of the oloven states since 1933, listed at the
close of this paper. Porhaps the number of circulars popularizing the
matorial has groatly increased. However, official rocords roveal that
thero have beon only 10 circulars labolled as such issucd by the eloven
Western stotes sinco 1925, and only 4 of theso havo boon issucd since
1929,

“9e




. Another explanation that is undoubtedly an important one is that
fperiment station workers, though larger in number than in earlier years,
8¢ been called upon to perform meny additional duties during recent
?ﬂrs, such as (a) assisting in gathering a large amount of data for agri-
sltural ad justment, soil conssrvation, and other action programs which

'® not usually released in printed form but merely compiled and typed
Sbulatiom made available; (b) making public addresses and discussing
“rrent economic problems before farm and other public groups; and (c)
cVising end conferring with agricultural and husiness leaders on agri-
ﬁltural economic problems. Large amounts of data have been compiled
rough cooperctive W.P.A., Resettlement, and Bureau of Agricultural
®onomics projects, but most of the station staff members, in the rush of
0}}er current matters, have not had or token the time to perform the lab-
"ious and less thrilling task of writing up the material for publication.
D ordinary times, thers is a definite log of an unnecessarily long per-
@d betweeon theo time the research data are gathered and analyzed and the
em@ the material is ready for publication, and this is apparently in-
Teased in depression periods. Too mony experiment station workers are
f?rly prepered and unable to present their results clearly through the
"itten word, and many others either do not have any significant findings
% ralease or do not devote the oxtra time and energy on top of their

her duties to prepare their findings for others to road.

" Another important reason, and one which the author would plece as
o, oqual if not grester importance than tho above, is the fact thet most
xp§riment stations budget a fairly uvaiiorm amount sach ycar for publi-
“tions ond cro very hesitant to shift funds to increase it appreciably
“”ing any given period. This is due in ocart to inertia, but also in
™ to a distrust and fear of certain tyves of economic and sociological
%a'compared with the traditional and conventional exact physical science
“a, and to e failure to appreciate promptly the far-reaching economic
t? social changes that have occurred and which call for at least a par-
8l shift in emphasis in the publications. Fortunately, this is not true
81l experiment stations in the eleven western states.

s Types of publications, Eight, or cpproximately a third of all
Ation bulletins written by agricultural economics staff members issued
Xthe eleven western states in 1936, dezl with land economics. Nearly
1s same number (7) presonted the results of rural population studies,
the other 11 werc scattered oamong prices, farm managemont, taxation,
Qtlook, marketing, and commodity studies, The trend in publications in
°?nt yoars has def'initely followed the trend in projects as would
&glcully be expected, namely, farm menagement publications are declining
) land economics publications are increcsing. However, the decroase in
H?m management publications is much grester in proportion than the de~
e in projects, as will bo soen by the fact that in 1936 only 2 bul-
it}ns on farm manczoment were issucd, while in 1932, 11 wore published.
Trlng the same yoars, this type of projoet decrvased only from 25 to 20,
®re seom to be more bulletins issued dealing with rural population than
® proportion which this typc of project makes to the total would soem
0°W&rrant. This is due in part to tho scope of the work on certuin
thess projocts mado possible by fedoral cmorgoney funds, and in port

0
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¢ . . . .
% o the urgent necd and interest in such information.

Humber of publications by statos. Of the 26 bulletins on agricul-

Ura) goonomics subjects published by tho cloven wostorn stotos in 1936,
f or more thaa half, wers issued by thoe kontana station. Vuring tho
tVe yoors 1932 to 1936, inclusive, this station has published 27 bulle-
&?§, compared with 14 for the six yenrs prior to this period. However,
GL:fornia lseds in the total number of pulletins published for tho“
QmYen year poriod 1926 to 1936, snelusive, with 57, comparcd with ilont-
; s 41, although only 21 of thaesc have been issued during the lost five
e1:‘5. Teshington ranks third in total bullotins published during tho
%Von year period ond second in 1936, having issusd 6 in that yotr.

& complete rocord of publications, ineluding mimooprephed roleasos of
%8¢ gleven stations in agricultural economics since July 1, 1933, sce
¢ lists at the cnd of this papor,

Kumber and Duties 3£ Staff lMombers

Romy Number ond distribution of workers. There wos a total of 85
ers of oxporimont stotion staffs in agricultural economies in the
®ven wostern stotes during the fisenl yoor 1936-37., Of this numbor 11,
N , wor.: employed by the Cslifornia station, 6 oach by Colorado,
vana and Nevads, 5 cach by Orcgon, Utah, and Washington, 4 by Idaho,
eby Now Mexico, and 2 each by Arizonn cnd ‘iyoming. Thoero werc 495
3mb?PS of college staffs in agricultural oconomics in those stetos, and
m;ilth the oxtension servico in agricultural economics, The number of
0 ers on the oxtonsion steff have inercased rolatively moru in tho past
;Q?G than eithor tho oxperimont station or colloge staffs. The ex-
Nsion staff hos more thon tripled since 1926 whon thore were 9 workers,
Qe ?tation staff has doubled from 25 in 1926, while the college staff
S ineroased by but = half from 30 in that year (seo accompanying figure).

N

tp) Duties of staff members. Only 4 or the 55 station workers were
1m§t°y6d part time by the oxtension service (one each in #rizona, Idaho,
auna, and Utah), while 40 of them wer: employed part time to teach in
A&:bCOllege division. In other words, all but five of the 45 staff
e{ e?s teaching courses in agricultural economics were members of the
nperlment station staff. This arrangement should make for vivid and
e%°P0us instruction and should be encouraged. The proportion of time
Qwsted to research and t o tecching varies among the states, the most
Q{EOR arrangement being half and half, although &s little as one=
héiti »f the time of staff membors is devoted to teaching in some insti=
Sa

Changes in Numbor and Types of Courses

Coup Number of courses and credits offered. There was a total of 541
mifes ond 1878 orodits oifered for instruction in egricultural econ-
So?q and £t he related departments of farm management, economics, and
>®10lozy in the eleven western states during the ncademic ycer 1936-37.

<11~




1937

AP -
.......................... \\\\\\\
| .‘::;::::,t::\\\ |

..........

36

........

///
/

¥ WESTERN STATES

%

ENT. STATION,..COLLEGE,..A

EXTENSION STAFF MEMBERS IN¥ AGRICULTURAL

..........

..........

{OF .EXPERIM

..........

lllllllll

// .

\\\\\

.......

::""ﬁ"}g\\

28

27

[T] COLLEGE STAFF
P7] EXPERIMENT STATION

19‘26

Teesgeergogage

- 12 -




177

This compares with 431 courses and 1490 credits ofiered in 1929-30. The
srgest increases both in courses and credits have occurred in agricul=-
;““1 oconomics and sociology, both courses and credits in these fields
farly doubling during this six year period, while those in the more
road apd basie field of economics have remained very stationary (see
iibles 2 and 3). The number of courses offered in farm mansgement has
Creased only two, and the number of crodits has declined. WNo depart-

It . . .
£nt8 of rural sociology, as such, exist in any of the eleven western
ates,

Courses added to curriculums since 1929. Although there have been
ﬁ?y chgnges in courses offered ig agricultura} ?conomics and related
Qths in recent years, the more important additions to moet changing
nditions and problems may be summed up under a fow heads. Yor example,
e but two of the eleven wostern states have added courses in land
*Onomics er conservation of notural resources since 1929-30, six have
fded courses in advanced agricultural economics, and marketing of farm
oducts, five in research methods, four in advanced economic theory,
éim mnagement and accounts, and agricultgral.pri?es, and-three in agri-
o tural finance (sece table 4). Only one institution (California) offers
%“rses in egricultural policy under this name, although Utah offers a
Urse in "Public Problems of Agriculture" and Montana devotes about two
_$mrters of a thres quarter course in advancod agricultural oconomics to
‘grarion Policies, Domostic and Foreign". Four othors offer certain
0ses affecting agricultwral policy in other coursoes (seo table 4).

Ppans The obovo data indicate that while some of the states oars now
ering fairly complate instruction in thoe basic economic ond agricul-
Wral gconomic subjects, several still offer very littlo or none, Under=-
%?du&to students in those states, in order to securo adequate instruction
Fhe fiold of agricultural sconomics, must onroll in other stato insti-
Qtlons. In too many instancos they are unable to do ?his, agd.con-
irﬁ“ently major in other types of instruction. There is & definite need
M gach stote for a certain number of students familiar with conditions
;lthat state and with considerable agricultural economics training in
® extension service, soil conservation, and related agricultural adjust-
ot programs, farm credit and business organizations, and practical
arming aind ranching.

Graduate Stu@z

Number and distribution of graduate students. There were 52
Yadyats students surolled in agricultural economics in the eleven weste
N stotes during the academic year 1936~37. Sixteen of these, or nearly
wthird, were enrolled at Californie, and 11 at Nontana States In othgr
§rd8, more than half of all agricultural oconomios graduate students in

e eleven western states were enrolled at these two institutions.

tieg"“ with 9, snd Utah with 7, together had almost another third, and
ae remaining 9 were distributed among Colorado, Washington, Arizona,

fﬂ Idaho. Tho three remaining institutions had no graduate studonts in
93637, Californic has the most complote offerings, including both the

-13—
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k \
“sters and Doctors degrees.

0 Assistance for graduate study. There are now seven fellowships and
6 research or teaching assistantships offered for graduate work in the

®ven western states. uiontana offers four of the seven fellowships,
°10rado two, end Oregon one. The averaze stipend is approximately 4460
ng exempbion from tuition and certain fees. California offers eight of

cleven research and teaching assistantships, Utah offering two, and

'gon one. The average stipend is about $620., The remining six states
for no assistance in the form of fellowships or assistentships for
Taduate study.

N If agricultural economics workers are to be adequatoly trained
hrOugh graduate study to meet the needs of ndjustment programs in the
Je&t Plains, Rocky Mountain, and Pacific Coast areas, serious thourht
2 sypport must be given to the graduate offerings. lany of the insti-
stions in the eleven western states do not have the facilities, funds,
ﬁ the inclination to go into this specialized phase of work, nor shauld
|1 ef them do so. Some have specialized more in other fields and desire
O continue in them., Moreover, with the usual appropriations evailable
i T most of the institutions in these states, strong and completely well-
- t?mded departments in all fields is on impossibility. Recognition of

1s by institutional administrators, combined with local conditions ond
¢ personalities, training, interosts, and vision of their staff
‘mbors, has been largely responsible for certain institutions special-~
Ying more in some fields than in others. Two or three of the cleven
sVG definitely built up fairly strong departments of instruction, re-~
%arch, and support for graduate work in agricultural economics. Y/ith

® exception of one or two graduate assistants required to carry on
QP&rtmental work at some of the institutions, it mlght be desirable to
é?oura*e advanced training in agricultural economics for the Vest ot
® institutions which kave built up fairly strong departments.
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