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TSACHING AND RESEARCH PROGRAMS IN AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

IN THE BLEVAN WESTERN STatish 

by 

R. R. Renne 

Head of the Department of Economics and Sociology 

Montana State College 

ben In these times of numerous emergency and adjustment progrems, ex- 

» © Specialization and division of labor, and rapid technological and 

omic changes, it is particularly fitting that workers jn agricultural 

tne ees take stock of their teaching and research programs with the view 

rf td appraising its response to changing agricultural conditions. This 

wy Teieularly true in the eleven western states where far-reaching agri- 

" Ural changes are occurring with unprecedented speed and significance. 

tay or teaching and research program in these states, which comprise 

4 ty forty per cent ¢f the total area of the United States but less than 

_ ber cent of her population, responded promptly and effectively to chang= 

y, bricultural problems, and are we using our facilities and resources 

te economic and social lines as fully as is necessary or desirable? 

" In arder to provide a few of the essential facts necessary for an 
*lli pent round table discussion of this and related questions, this 

wee has been prepared showing the results of a general survey or inventory 

tend s in and present status of the agricultural economics teaching and 

‘arch vrogram in the eleven western states. This survey includes (1) an 

>
 

  
  

ty . . + . . 
favsis of the number and types of rural economic and sociological projects 

>0Peration in the experiment stations of these states during the last de~ 

  

  

  
~S aU 

SS (2) the number of publications (bulletins) and their Subject matter | 

Ped by these stations during these years, (3) the number and clessifica~ 
Troe Statt members or workers employed, (4) the amount and source of 
v2 for support of such work, and (5) curriculum offerings and course 
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Ntges, 1/ 
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vont epee ath wnetpeng oD ere oa 

tenes q-venstenap atte auth atu 

I i/ These deta were compiled from various sources, including Annual 

iets of the Experiment Station Dirsctors; "The Hxperiment Station Record", 

», tished monthly by the United States vepartmont of Agriculture, Office of 

) Sriment Stations; “Workers in Subjects Pertaining to Agriculture in State 

(geeudtural Colleges and Experiment Stations", published annually by the 

ie C8 of Experiment Stations, U. S. Department of Agriculture; "Preliminary 

wrt of a Survey of Economic Research in Agriculture in the United States 

tins the Year July 1, 1926-June 30, 1927", American Farm Economics Assoe 

ot gnoMs mimeographed; and questionnaires sent to Heads of the Departments 

th cr soultural Economics and the Experiment Station Directors of each of 

. Sleven western states. The data showing expenditures, number of courses, 

jutts, and staff members in the tables have been checked for each of the 

Von states by the Department Head or Councilman from that state. The 

“hor is indebted to Mr. Dana K. Law, who compiled much of the material on 

yooerch projects, station publications, and staff members in connoction 

wt his thesis "Changes in Agricultural Econom>cs and Rural Sociology Re~ 

Meee Projects in the Zleven Western States Since 1925", submitted in 

. tial fulfillment of the Yachelor of Seience Degree in Agriculturel 

“Stomics, Montana Stete College, June, 1937. 
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Changes in the Number and Type of Research Projects 
Ce Oe oe 1S OD eee:   

if Number of projects. There has been a large increase in the number 
,,  eSearch projects dealing with the economic and sociological aspects of 
» culture conducted by experiment stations in the eleven western states 
Nar’ 1925, In that year there were 62 projects in operation, while ten 
the later (1934) the number had practically doubled to 112. Apparently 

© was a very serious attempt to meet the growing problems of western ag~ 

lture during these years. A large part of this increase occurred since 
» When 85 projects were in force. The following year the number hed in~ 
Sed to 91, then to 94 in 1932, to 103 in 1933, andto 112 in 1954. The 

Pease in federal funds made available through cooperative arrangements 
lite ner Sency and adjustment programs, coupled with the general increase in 
pest in various economic and sociological phases of the agricultural 
, lem accompanying the severe business depression, undoubtedly account in 

“Yee measure for this rise in crojects. 4t the present time (June, 1937) 
ie fre 108 projects in operation, or sligntly less than the 1934 number .2/ 
» °° Gre divided among the eleven states as follows: Arizona 2, California 
i, Colorado 10, Idaho 6, Montana 14, Nevada 6, New Mexico 6, Oregon 10, 

t,o» Washington 8, and Wyoming 4, In other words, 51, or nearly half of 

4 

' 

Tee 

Q 

* Projects, are being conducted ty the two leading states of California 

Montana, In 1925 these two states were carrying é7 of the 62 projects 
rein force, or slightly less than the proportion of the total carried at 
Sent, 

Typos ef projects. In order to classify the agricultural economics 
eh projects carried on by experiment stations in the eleven western 

tea into significant groups for comparative purposes, the classification 
Ne by the Advisory Comnittee on Economic and Soctolog ical Research in Ag- 
ere of the Social Science Researon Council, was adopted. 3/ This classe 

yp eeion groups the projects under sixteen heads, with the following types 
"esearch included in each. 

t 

(1) Farm Manacement - type of farming studies, entire farm business 

analyses, analyses of farm enterprises (confined to one 

comnodity), and farm practices. 

  

(2) Marketing - costs, methods, storage, cooperative marketing, 

etc. 

(3) Prices - market prices, trends, causal factors. 

  

tit é/ Based upon & questionnaire sent to the station directors. 1987 
ln, “ere not available for California and Nevada, in which cases the latest 

ts (1934 and 1935 respectively) were used. 

be 3/ See "Research Methods and Procedure in Agricultural Economies", 

) “dvisory Committee on Economics and Social Research in Agriculture, Vol. 

"NUeust, 1928. 

“on   
 



  

16? 

(4) Land Sconomie: - farm and range land utilization, mal- 

adjustment areas, etc, 

(5) Consumption Economics - research in factors influencing 

consumption 4s well as the consumption of rural people.   

(6) Transportation = types of transportation and their econ- 
omie relationships (roads are included). 
  

(7) Credit - long and short term loans, mortgage studies. 

(8) Insurance « includes all agricultural economic aspects. 
we a. Gente 

  

(9) Taxation - tax delinquency and foreclosure, taxation 

inequalities, and governmental cost and revenue studies. 

(10) Rural Population = includes practically all rural sociol- 

Ogy studies, excluding consumption and rural living stan- 

dards. 

  

(11) Commodity studies - combines production, marketing, etc. 

of one commodity. 
  

(12) Geographical Studies - area studies which combine 
production and marketing. 
  

(13) Historical studies ~ prices, population, taxation, and 

Similar problems from the historical angle. 
  

(14) Agricultural Income - agricultural income parity and 

proup disparities in income. 
  

(15) National Agricultural Economy ~ National programs, tretreire, 

tarif? in relation to agriculture, agriculture in relation 

to industry. 

  

(16) Outlook Studies = forecasting of impending developments. 
  

t The results of an analysis of agricultural economics projects in 

he eleven western states from 1925 to 1937, according to the above classi~ 

leation, are shown in the accompanying figure. Note that there has been 

wocided shift from farm management studies to other prowects, particu- 

arly to land economics, credit, and taxation. The number of farm 

nap ement studies has been cut almost in two since 1929, while land 

*Conomics projects increased twenty fold, and credit and taxation studies 

Tipled. From 1925 through 1931, land economics studies comprised only 

meer cent of the total, while from 1932 through 1964 they comprised 

Yer 13 per cent, and in 1937 approximately <0 per cent, or one-fifth. 

his increase is coincident with the Federal A.A.A. and Soil Conservation 

Programs. The serious agricultural problems resulting from maladjustments 

IN the utilization of land resources, including soil erosion and blowing, 

= Zee 
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nen deprivation, and widespreud economic bankruptcy, have come to the 

tent in recent years. Agricultural economics workers in the eleven 

ern states cpparently are mking a concerted attack on these problems. 

bie well be said that such studies should have been begun much earlier, 

“ unfortunotely, experiment station workers did not secm to havo a 

not denl more vision than the average Amorican during the twentics. 

Gover, had they had, it is debatable just how much support they would 

re boon able to muster from experinent station ndministrators, not to 

*ntion the state legislators or other governing bodios. In spite of 

he large inerecse in land economics projects, threo states listed no 

‘nd economics projects in the experiment station in 1937. 

th The grect decline in agricultural price parity with industry and 

the pranks of the business cycle in rocent years called forth mny prico 

“udies, Noto the steady incroase in those studios from 1929 to 1933 end 

ts decline sineo that year with improving agricultural price reletion- 

ips and business rocovory. Apparently exporimont stevions adjust their 

lee rosearch quits prosptly to changing price conditions. Only two of 

® eleven stations listed price projects in operation in 195/. 

b The heavy property tax and credit burden upon agriculture, which, 

Cause of its relative inflexibility, became so severe with the great 

mereeses in farm incomes accompanying the depression, caused a signifi- 

at rise in taxation and credit studies in the last decade. There were 

0 tax or credit projects in operation in the eleven western states in 

grds while in 1934 there were ll tax end 6 credit studies in force. 

od the number of operating tax vrojects had declined to 8, but the 

"edit studies remained at 6. Consequently public finance projects com= 

Prised more then 13 per cent of the total of 108 projects in force in 

937 compared with none in 1925, However, only six of the eleven states 

aseed tax projects in opsration in 1937, and only four listed credit 

tudies, Thus it would seem that shifts in research to studies of this 

ture, which have aroused considerablo interest and many conflicts, 

Ave not occurred with equal promptness or amount in all of the states. 

ool situations, and the personalities, training and interests of the 

°Search workers, as well as the administrators, aro undoubtedly impor- 

{Mt factors in this. 

In 

Widespread economic distress which has affected whole communities 

logical 
wd areas in recent years has occasioned some inorease in socio 

Scarch. However, shifts in research omphasis to these vhases scem to 

mre beon very minor and quite inadequate in the eleven western statos. 

hore were 4 rural population studies in operation in 1925. Ton years 

Mter there were 7, and in 1957, 10. Studics in consumption economics 

wntod but 2 in 1937. moreover, these combined studies (12 in number ) 

Yo boing carricd by but four of the cloven states, ‘n other words, 

‘oven of the eleven are not conducting any rural sociological investiga- 

ions at all excopt as my be dono incidentally in connection with other 

wodects. It is apparent therefore that our rescarch emphasis is pre=- 

Minantly along physical or technical lines rathor than along humen 

8nd social. +f wo are to develop 4 oulturo, population pattorn, ond 

a 5m 

i63 

 



L'7O 

s, 

‘ 
141 organizction particularly adapted to the conditions of tho Groat 

“ins and the Rocky tlountain region, it would seem that more omphasis 
nae be put upon inventorios and othor studies of our humsii resources 

, -astitutions at the samo time thet we are incroasing our rosearches 
tee? physioal resources and their conservation. 4 considorsblo in= 
hs Ln omphasis on sociological phases has occurred in soine statos, 

y 2eularly since the deoression uprooted many of our traditionel weys 
thinking and doing. Many fool that tho elovon western states not only 

YO not kopt pice with the genoral trond for tho country as a whole clong 
“So linos, but that thoir curront sociological studies (one-tenth of 
‘ total projocts in force) are too fow and fer inadequate to servo 
vty tho neads of these states in working out tho adjustments nocossary 
Stebilizo and enrich thoir agriculturo. 

th 
ty 

lee There does not seem to be any consistent trend in marketing pro- 
ere the number increased from 9 in 1925 to 20 in 1931 and remained at 
4 Poximately this number in 1932 and 1933, but has since declined to 15. 

the present time, California is operating two-thirds of the marketing 
iy Jects in force in the eleven western states, due to California's espece 
“Aly important marketing problems. The cooperative marketing organiza» 
me and problems in California are of nationewide interest, and Cali- 
fa is the logical station to conduct the major portion of this type 

Searchie 

ts fhe number of all other projects operated during the years 1925 
' 1937 has remained quite stationary, varying only from 19 to 24 during 
mn Period. This relativa stability is due in a large measure to the 
noe number of commodity studies conducted by the California station. 
ens the 13 year period, California consistently operated 12 or 13 
iy oddty projects, or roughly 70 por cont of the total commodity projects. 
the’ of these were for special commodities peculiar to California, and 
nope or ity of them took tho form of oconomic inventorics of the pro-« 

tion and marketing of theso commodities. There were no transportation 
the Weurance projocts conducted by any of tho clevon western states during 
nyeneire 13 year poriod, only one historical project, 2 studies of agri- 

tural income (both since 1931), 4 national agricultural cconomy projocts 
tis tee 1931), 4 goographical studios (2 since 1932), and 3 outlook 
1, dies (all since 1928). In 1937 there were no geographical, historical 
nettlook studios in operation, and only 2 agricultural income and 3 
tonal agricultural economy projects in forco. Two of the 3 national 
“Nomy projects were bein: operated in cooperavion with the A.A.A. 

Mg typos of projocts among the states. The doubling of projects 
eed Since 1925 is due principally to increases in the number of pro 
wes conducted by California, Nashington, Montana, Utah, Nevada and 
sorts in the order named. Tho romeining states of the cleven sither 

not ineresse their projects or had only minor changes. California 

tlalizes in markoting and commodity studics, approximately twoethirds 

. fer total projects being devoted to those phasos. Oregon, New Mexico, 
»  “yoming specialize in farm and ranch mnagomont studies, exactly half 

he current projects in cach of those stations being devoted to these 

  

~G~   
   



  

LOA 

weses, Montana also places heavy emphasis upon farm and ranch manage- 

ca Studies, better than two-fifths of her current projects being devote- 

4 © these phases. However, she places second emphasis almost equally 

“On land economics, and taxation and credit, slightly over a fifth of 

i Projects being devoted to each of those two divisions. One-third of 
mete's projects are devoted to farm and ranch managoment analyses, and 

“third to land economics; three-eighths of Washington's studies are 

and economics, and one-fourth on rural populotion; Arizona devotes 

ne of her two current projects to land economics, ond Idaho 3 of her 6, 

wi places relatively the heaviest emphasis upon land economics projects 

1, ay of the eleven states, 4 of her current 5 studies being of this 

be. Six of Colorado's current 10 projects are rural population studies, 

conn Station carrying more projects of this sort thon the other ten states 

mined, 

The above analysis indicates a tendency for the differont states 

Specialize on one or possibly two or three phases of the large field of 

Tieultural economics researche This tendency should be encouraged, 

“luse it tends to prevent unnecessary duplication of work and enables 

‘ater specialization by staff members. It is true that many studies, 

ine ecularly of the land economics and rural pooulation type, which are 

© invyontories, must bo made for each of the states to be of ereatest 

noe land planning and adjustment programs in said statese Howevor, 

8 efficient research results could undoubtedly be accomplished with 

> Sater specialization among the states on certuin phases of these studies 

Particularly on farm and ranch organization and management studics. 

Amount and source of funds for support of agricultural economics 
—scareh, A total of approximately $211,000 was spont for agricultural 
o Homies research in the clevon western states in 1937. California 

Pont slightly over a fourth of this and Novado and Montana combined, 

aly Anothor fourth, Tho romaining half was spent by tho othor cight 

“tes (seo table 1). The oloven stxtos spont approximately $2,390,000 

' @Xperimont station research of all kinds, of which loss than 4 tenth 

ang oPont for agriculturel economics research, Montana, Novada., Utoh, 
cu)e Shington devoted the largest proportion of total funds to agris 

tural cconomics work, Nevada using over o fourth ond each of the othor 

law states using approximatoly 13.5 per cont. In spite of California's 
"ge total expenditures for agricultural cconomics, thoy comprisod but 

‘. bor cent of the total funds used for all kinds of rosearch.e Only 

_ightly more than two por cent of Arizonats total funds were usod for 

“leultural economics (sco tablo 1). 

  

  

Nearly four-fifths of the funds used for agricultural oconomics 

Gareh in tho elevon wostorn statos wore supplied by tho Pedoral 

pgp mont. If California, which sponds moro than throo times as much 

4 i state funds as from ficdoral for agriculture] economics research, 

Md in addition secures 28 much from tho Giannini Foundation as from state 

. federal sources combined, is excluded, loss than 7 per cent of the 

yea funds for agricultural economics is socured from state sources. 

"Veda, New KMoxico, Washington and ‘“yoming use no state funds for 

Ps 
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ores. 

Agricultural oconomics, and only 3.5 per cont of Montana's expenditures 

and 5,1 por cent of Coloredo's for this work come from tho state. This 

heavy reliance upon federal funds should be an important factor in re~ 

ducing duplication of effort and funds to 2 minimum. Through cooperation, 

the parties may take advantage of the new and approved practices of other 

institutions and federal agencies, and this should be a means of securing 

more efficient and satisfactory research results. 

Changes in Number and Type of rublications 
  

  

The number and type of publications issued by the experiment 

stations should measure, to & degree at least, the completion of the re- 

Search undertaken and the dissemination of the findings among Yarmers 

and the public. Too many studies are started that are either nevor sate 

isfactorily completed or no satisfactory statement made concerning their 

conclusion. In addition, much of the research results are not written 

up in such a way as to be most readily understandable by those for whom 

they were intended, and, consequently, they lose much of their offect- 

iveness. Research workers, particularly in agricultural economics and 

especially in the small institutions characteristic of the western states 

where the worker is too often literally a "sack-of-all-trades", should 

pay caroful attention to the matter of oublications and to getting re= 

search results in the most usuable form to the public. 

Number of publications. There was a total of 26 bulletins on 

Agricultural economics subjects issued by the experimont stations in the 

cleven western states during the calendar year 1936. This was only 

slightly larger than thoso issued in earlier years, the number ranging 

from 22 to 25 during the five yoars 1931 to 1935, inclusive, and less 

than tho numbor issued in 1930 (33) and 1928 (29). Aside from these two 

years, and 1929 when only 17 bulletins were issued, the number has re~ 

mained quite stationary since 1927. In other words, there apparently 

has been no concerted effort on the part of experirent stations to get 

out more material in the form of bulletins to enlighten the public dur~ 

ing the depression years than earlier. And, this is in spite of the 

fact that there wero more workers on experiment station staffs in these 

states in 1936 than ever before, the number being nearly 90 per cent 

higher than in 1927. 

  

There may be several explanations for the above apparent failure 

to release more material in spite of the increased staffs and extraord= 

inary needs for worthwhile information. Yerhaps many of the departments, 

in order to meet the immediate needs of the public for information, have 

greatly increased the amount of mimeographed matorial they have issued. 

This is certainly true of some — states as may bo soen from 4 study of 

the mimeographed releases of the oleven states since 1933, listed at the 

close of this paper. Perhaps the number of circulars popularizing the 

material has groatly increased. However, official rocords roveal that 

there have been only 10 circulars labolled as such issued by the eloven 

western states sinco 1925, and only 4 of these havo boon issued since 

1929, 

Je 

   



  

Another explanation that is undoubtedly an important one is that 

‘Xperiment station workers, though larger in number than in earlier years, 

tye been called upon to perform many additional duties during recent 
ars, such as (a) assisting in gathering o large amount of data for agri- 
“tural adjustment, soil conservation, and other action programs which 
‘re not usually released in printed form but merely compiled and typed 
Abulatiom made available; (b) making public addresses and discussing 
“rent economic problems before farm and other public groups; and (c) 

Vising and conferring with agricultural and “usiness leaders on agri- 

tural economic problems. Large amounts of data have been compiled 
Tough cooperative W.P.A., Resettlement, and Bureau of Agricultural 
“Onomics projects, but most of the station staff membors, in the rush of 

her current matters, have not had or taken the time to perform the lab- 

"rious and less thrilling task of writing up the material for publication. 
ordinary times, there is a definite log of an unnecessarily long per- 

‘od _betwoon the time the research data are gathered and analyzed and the 
Une the mterial is ready for publication, and this is apparently in- 
‘eased in depression poriods. Too many experiment station workers are 

ee ty prepared and unable to present their results clearly through the 
‘itten word, and many others cither do not have any significont findings 
5 ralease or do not devote the extra time and energy on top of their 
her duties to vrepare thoir findings for others to read. 

af Another important reason, and one which the author would place as 

wy quel if not greater importance than the above, is the fact that most 
‘Poriment stations budget 2 fairly vaivorm amount each yoar for publi- 

‘tions and are very hesitant to shift funds to increase it appreciably 

Wing any given period. This is due in oart to inertia, but also in 
"rt to a distrust and fear of certain tyves of economic and sociological 

“ta” compared with the traditional and conventional exact physical science 

‘ta, and to a failure to appreciate promptly the far-reaching economic 

ti Social changes that have occurred and which call for at least a pare~ 
8l shift in emphasis in the publications. Fortunately, this is not true 

B11 experiment stations in the eleven western states. 

‘ Types of publications, Bight, or epproximately a third of all 

{tion bulletins written by agricultural economics staff members issued 

Y the eleven western states in 1936, deal with land economics. Nearly 

8 Same number (7) presonted the results of rural population studies, 

the other 11 were scattered among prices, farm mnagemont, taxation, 

look, marketing, and commodity studies, Tho trend in publications in 

“Cent yoars has definitely followed the trend in projects as would 

 otcally be expected, namely, farm management publications are declining 

d land economics publications are increasing. However, the decrease in 

yt management publications is much grester in proportion than the de« 

ine in projects, as will be soon by the fact that in 1936 only 2 bul 

tins on farm management were issucd, while in 1932, 11 were published. 

sting the same yoars, this typo of projoct decreased only from 25 to 20, 

fre seem to be more bulletins issued dcaling with rural population than 

8 proportion which this type of project makes to the total would soem 
» “arrant. This is due in part to tho scope of the work on certsin 

these projocts mado possible by fedoral emorgoney funds, and in part 
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e ® e a e 

"8 to the urgent necd and interest in such information. 

Number of publications by statos. Of the <6 bulletins on agricul- 

el economics subjects published by tho eloven wostorn stcotos in 19356, 

ey! Or more thaa half, wers issued by the Montana station. Yuring tno 

1° yoors 1932 to 1936, inclusive, this station has published 27 bulle- 

“4s, comvared with 14 for the six years prior to this period. tiowever, 

fornia leeds in the total number of dullotins published for tho- 

meee year poriod 1926 to 1936, inclusive, with 57, compared with liont- 

8's 41, although only 21 of these have been issued during the last five 

ee “ieshington ranks third in total bullotins published during the 

8"Von year period and second in 1936, having issued 6 in that your. 

or 8 complete record of publications, jueluding mimeogrsphed releases of 

°e eleven stations in agricultural economics since July 1, 1933, sce 

® lists at tho end of this papor. 

  

  

Number and Dutios of Staff Mombers 
  

non Number and distribution of workers. ‘There Wos oO total of 55 

ers of oxporimont station staifs in agricultural economics in the 

oy Ch wostern states during tho fiscal your 1956-376 Of this number ll, 

on. fifth, wors employed by the California station, 6 each by Colorado, 

htana and Nevada, 5 each by Yregon, Utah, and Washington, 4 by Idaho, 

Y Now Mexico, and 2 each by Arizona and “lyoming. Thero were 45 

wy ors of collese staffs in agricultural oconomics in those stetes, and 

orneee the oxtension service in agricultural economics, The number of 

ers on the extension steff have increased rolatively moru in the past 

°cade than either tho oxperimoent station or college staffs. : 

  

the eX= 

piston staff has more than tripled since 1926 when thero were 9 workers, 

;. station staff has doubled from 25 in 1926, while tho college staff 

S ineroased by but a half from 30 in shat yoar (see accompanying figure). 

en Duties of staff members. Only 4 or the 55 station workers were 

it toyed part time by the extension service (one each in “rizona, Idaho, 

Mana, and Utah), while 40 of them wer? employed part time to teach in 

tonne pbeee division. In other words, all but five of the 45 staff 

meets teaching courses in agricultural economies were members of the 

‘Periment station staff. This arrangement should make for vivid and 

Sorous snstruction and should be encouraged. The proportion of time 

teed to research andto teaching varies among the states, the most 

eee: arrangement being half and half, although as little as one= — 

nee “f the time of staff members is devoted to teaching in some insti- 

ns. 

Changes in Number and Types of Courses 

Cour Number of courses and credits offered. There was a total of 541 

Otie. and 187e credits offered for instruction in agricultural econ~ 

Sons and the related departments of farm management, economics, and 

'8l0logy in the elevon western states during the academic yeer 1936-7. 
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this compares with 431 courses and 1490 credits ofiered in 1929-30. The 

, teest inereases both in courses and credits have occurred in arricul= 

Ural economies and sociology, both courses and credits in these fields 
dearly doubling during this six year period, while those in the more 

Toad and basic field of economics have remained very stationary (see 

bles 2 and 3). The number of courses offered in farm management has 

Rtreased only two, and the number of credits has declined. No depart- 

wits of rural sociology, as such, exist in any of the eleven western 

ates, 

Courses added to curriculums since 1929, Although there have been 

"Bhy changes in courses offered in agricultural economics and related 

‘elds in recent years, the more important additions to mect changing 

“Onditions and problems may be summed up under a few heads. tor example, 

l but tyo of the eleven western states have added courses in land 

“Conomies ar conservation of natural resources since 1929-30, six nave 

“Wded courses in advanced agricultural economics, and marketing of farm 

Toducts, five in research methods, four in advanced economic theory, 

Tm management and accounts, and agricultural prices, and three in agri- 

Ultural finance (see table 4). Only one institution (California) offers 

“Ourses in Qgricultural policy under this name, although Utah offers a 

Ursa in "Public Problems of Agriculture" and Montana devotes about two 

Marters of a three quarter course in advanced agricultural economics to 

4erarian Policies, Donostic and Foreign". Four others offer certain 

Xses affecting agricultural policy in other courses (seo table 4). 

  

off The above data indicate that while some of the states are now 

Cring fairly complete instruction tn the basic economic ond agricul- 

Wral economic subjects, several still offer very littlo or none, Under 

SAduate students in those states, in order to secure adequate instruction 

i the field of agricultural economics, must enroll-in other stato insti- 

tions. In too many instancos they ore unable to do this, and con= 

quently major in other types of instruction. There is a definite need 

In each state for a certain number of students familiar with conditions 

yy vhat state and with considerable agricultural economics training in 

he extension service, soil conservation, and related agricultural adjust- 

“nt programs, farm credit and business organizations, and practical 

‘rming and ranching. 

Graduate Study 

  

Number and distribution of graduate students. There were 5é 

@aduate studenks Gurolled in azricultural economics in the eleven west~ 

*n states during the academic year 1956~d7. Sixteen of these, or nearly 

third, were enrolled at California, and 11 at Montana State. In other 

bs more than half of all agricultural economics graduate students in 

he eleven western states were’ enrolled at these two institutions. 

gon with 9, and Utah with 7, together had almost another third, and 

he remaining 9 were distributed among Colorado, Washington, Arizona, 

“td Idaho. Tho three remaining institutions had no graduate students in 

936.37, California has the most complete offerings, including both the 

wie 
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““sters and Doctors degrees. 

! Assistance for graduate study. There are now seven fellowships and 
l research or teaching assistantships offered for graduate work in the 
“leven western states. >iontana offers four of the seven fellowships, 
Slorado two, and Oregon one. ‘The averaze stipend is approximately $460 
nd exemption from tuition and certain fees. California offers eight of 

cleven research and teaching assistantships, Utah offering two, and 

"@gon one. The average stipend is about $620. The remining six states 
er no assistance in the form of fellowships or assisteantships for 

Taduate study. 

    

If agricultural economics workers are to be adequately trained 
*hrough graduate study to meet the needs of adjustment programs in the 
"eat Plains, Kocky Mountain, and Pacific Coast areas, serious thouzht 

and Support must be given to the graduate offerings. Many of the insti- 
Wions in the eleven western states do not have the facilities, funds, 
the inclination to go into this specialized phase of work, nor should 

{®lL of them do so. Some have specialized more in other fields and desire 
° continue in them. Moreover, with the usual appropriations available 

- — most of the institutions in these states, strong and completely well- 
| Unded departments in all fields is an impossibility. Recognition of 

| this by institutional administrators, combined with local conditions and 

the Personalities, training, interosts, and vision of their staff 
‘mbors, has been largely responsible for certain institutions special- 
ting more in some fields than in others. Two or three of the eleven 

We definitely built up fairly strong departments of instruction, re- 
“arch, and support for graduate work in agricultural economics. With 

8 exception of one or two graduate assistants roquired to carry on 
Spartmental work at some of the institutions, it might be desirable to 
eoura ze advanced training in agricultural economics for the Vest at 

| “8 institutions which bave built up fairly strong departments. 
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