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EARNINGS OF FARM LABORE/

Alden E, Orr
Assistant Professor,
Department of Farm Management and Agricultural Economics
State College of Weshington

In his paper entitled "Farm Lebor," Professor R. L. Adams of

heUniversity of California briefly reviewed for us the history of agri-

|\

¢
E?mr&l lebor problems of the West es well as presented an array of
olved situations facing us todaye. It is to be regretted, especially

the light of recent labor trends, that we do not have sufficient time

Qyps

ﬂglng these meetings to enalyze thoroughly the problems of agricultural

imo? So that we can understand better their scope, significance, and
Plications.

The significance of farm wage laborers in the field of agricul-

t
;he may be partially judged by the following facts. It is estimated

R

3% two-thirds of the world!s population of 2,013,000,000 persons &are
ufaged in agriculture. The proportions range from 20 to 75 per cent of °

fe Population of the several countries, Of those cngaged in agriculture,
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10 to 66 per cent are engaged as wage workers. More than 25 per cent
811 persons reported in the United Statos Census of 1930 as gainfully
oyed in sgriculture were classified as wage loborers.

1t Probably California has more ond larger labor problems in agri-
e?re than ony other state. The problems are there as a result of
Vious decvelopments. The major agricultural labor problems are found
cregions whore the farms sre specinlized, In those regions it is
®ssary to have available for short seasons & number of laborers far in

X
tceSS of the number than can be supported by the local communities during

e .
remainder of the year.

The "Earnings of Farm Labor" is the topic to be discussed in

thy
d;i paper. In thc few minutes I have been allotted, I shall attempt to

I‘el

Wo things, First, I shall present o brief historical picture of the
Qtlbnship between farm wages and farm incomc in the United States, ond

&
fc°nd, to approach more definitely the problom of ecurnings by using data

M selected eareas in the State of Washington.

Farm Woge Rates. Tho first nation-wide inquiry concerning farm

Wageg s
8¢5 in this ocountry was made in 1866 by the Federal government through

bet,

BVCOPPS of crop correspondents. Bighteen other inquiries were made
&mcn 1866 and 1909, An snnual inquiry into farm wage rates was
*ted in 1909 and continued until 1922, Since 1922 a quarterly
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i?%s is a discussion bascd on an assigned part of Profossor R. L.
ef ‘paper, "Farm Labor," and was read ot the Tonth Annual Meoting of
Vostorn Farm Economics Association, University of Novada, Reno,

V&da, June 24-25, 1937,
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fqulry has been made. Inquiries are made now through the crop reporters

Dlthe crop reporting service of the United States Department of Agri-
Ure,

by, During the War farm wage indices, using the 1910-14 base, re-
led below indices of gross and net farm incomes. Wages of farm labor
by much less than did farm incomes after the War but more than wages of
N Strial workers. From 1921 to 1932 indices of farm wages remained
n"e net farm income and from 1930 to 1932 also above gross farm income.
Qr;?f 1932 they not only have lagged but have fallen below gross and net
o8 income. The index of farm wages, using the 1910-14 base, was 80 in
.bys Six points lower than a ycar earlier, and 107 in 1936, whoreas the

gsex of gross farm incomc without benefit payments was 79 in 1932, 91 in

and 134 in 1936,

Farm wage cnd farm income data point to the conclusion that they

oy Ry .
_ il ® 2 tendency to move together with wages lagging from onc to two yoars

d farm income, Just why this relationship is maintained during a
’ dGfprossions, droughts, and periods of plentiful production has often
ke, discussed. Some coonomists have thought the rolutionship existed -
it USe employers tended to sharc their total income, whotever its sizo,
laborers because the loborer is often a menbor of a neighboring
f&mily. Such o contention certainly does not it regions in which
“mplolahorers arc of a social or racial class different from that of the
. Hoy yer. Perhaps thore is little reason for supporting such a conten-
hay, dnywhere, Another explanation often cited for this relationship is
earlemployers bid for labor, setting the upper linit of wages at levels
%auy comparable to the form income of the preceding year, either
b thso they have the money or becouse they anticipate an income similar
.| "M%t received during the previous season.

e The lagging of farm wages boehind farm income is worthy of some
) ut, Wages did not reach their peak during the War but reached it in
When ferm income dropped sharply. Again in 1930 both wages and farm

L ,Qo

the Me-declined, With wages declining relatively less than farm income,

lg Tesult was that they were above farm incomes during 1930, 1931 and
iq ; As is to bo expceted, farm wages did not turn upward in 1933 but

»&gesntlg?"l’ Some groups have been much concerned over the failure of

‘ 3t\“ndam 0 lncrease as rapidly as farm incomes since 1933, It scems rather
Lap iental that if wages during 1921 to 1929 should remain above net

Ty neome because of industrial wages and the oityward movement of

19z folk, then during a period of roversc migration, such as 1930 to

But ;hth&t farm wages should not remain at a premium above farm income,

'unemplguld fall below net farm income and remain there as long as urban
: yment is at a high level.

)

Stay o5 Farm vages vary widely throughout the country by rcgions,

Cap Witgl}d oonmun}tios and they also vary widely during scasons of the
"“?rithin in communitics., Possibly variations in farm wages are as large
o Nongy Some states as within the country as a whole., Farm wagos per

- With board are usually higher in the Pacific Coast and Mountain
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teg rerarc rate for these
Y than 1 ther group of stotes. The av g ey .
Thgff“‘ d“I‘inng ii}(; 3925—2% pégiod wos $53.10 angh?pgocioaieggfzz:vzig
5,0 T0%es compare with $23.80 in tho East South Contral Stabos
th§‘°° in theosgu‘ch Atlontio Statos. For 1936 the roportggewgg?srégzmin’
byse four porm regions were as follows: Pacific Cot_\S’Q,g‘é *e.’ Tndices
o 596‘ Bagt South Central, $14.09; and South Atlantic, 14, "03 ond 112
gy Wages for the United States for January 1, 1937 weg? " oths in
1932% ively as compored with 94 and 101 for the correspon in{-’; ‘ropor-
tion. Vages in the Mountain and Pacific Coast States are also P

tely higher than for last year.
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Ly Durntion of Fmployment. Professor Adams has pglnt;zér:;llta;d
" ifornty 48,000 ngricultural workers arc necdod during Horc e
10 during Séptember. He also pointed out that actuall%r fi:::g ofbthe
8gricultural workers can be given ycarly cmployment czas ® ptoring
hature of work to be done and the widely separatedti:n 20 por

beng Yment , From his data one cen conclude that for more o he per
Ve °f the workers needed during September less than seven

“Mployment is possible in egriculture.

3 n
’ W&sh- Thirty-one wheat farmers during 1933, all 1ocat<;i ;islneaiszzzr
o, 8ton near Pullmen, provided yearly employment for si Y 1;1911. Most
"4y, SMployment for a seventh, end nine months for an e1ght et
oy ® 31 Parmers hired day laborers for short periods durn}gements -
» March to October inclusives The peak of labor rggu;r(;nths %
lﬂbo 81 farms came in August, the harvest scason, when § o day labors
Iy, Yere hired of which 44 (26 days per month) consigte bo.n y lobo

Yequired the noxt largest amount of labor, 33 nonths being

i on
") During 1935, 33 wheat farmers in the same area og Wiz};zing:?'ork
t, v four men on & yearly basis, Throo uere laborers ha ’Isre 1?1’bor
Wy %M for ninc months, and a . fowrth for four months. hxjoed LoD 5
3 ired on g monthly basis in 1933 on 31 farms thz.\.n wa;sslr o 50 por
°0n{;3 farms, However, more day labor was hired during 1S : e
Yong °f the labor hired on these farms during 1935 was hire

hs o July and Auguste

urin
35 The average seasonal wage for 1:’1bororss on thesza1 gzngSdpgr &
U, P 1935 was $2.90 and $2.56 per dey, and $54.10 and win' bk
iy b Fespectively. The relatively more day emp]‘.oymen‘l: :;e iigher-
da§e~rate season in 1933 than in 1935 is respons:Lb.le forthe oo louge far-
Rep ¥ wage during 1933, The total sum of wages ?alc.i by e P
dulf M 1935 increased 42 per cent over those pa}ld in 19 1,ss o seven
Perlng the same years, the averege farm income mcreasec} e S Waahington
Y ?ent' Seasonal employment throughout the wheat region O

Milar to that on the farms near Pullman.

. that
4 One might conclude from the data pertaining to whe.?.r:uigl‘g‘z
emppel‘ cent of tho laborers required during the peck season uming 1935
. Ved for a period of six months. If this wore true, assul xg'oxi-
8¢ Tates, each employee employed for six months would.oarnﬂzppf employ-
¥ $375 during the season, However, wheat farmers 1nste»~f : one-half
N % day hand for a month are more likely to employ two men for
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ifbnth, or morc nen for fewor days. Data pertaining to selected areas
he wheat region indicate thut carnings per employec per scason arc

ﬁg; Proba?ly the average cash income does not cxeced $?5 to $100 per

' or. This amount rcpresonts the cash income from a singlc area only

4 doos not teke into account possible supplemental income from work in

)
,Lﬂmr areas,

Ty Data of all labor oxcept that of the operator on 341 irrigated
: 1??“ in Yakima County during the period July 28, 1635 to July 25i1}936
dicate the serious position of agricultural labor in thc region.s

Nttes Tho duration of jobs on the Yokima County farms is most
srlking. Tho greatest number of jobs on fruit farms lasted from 3 to

n ¥s, and on goneral ferms they lasted from 1 to 3 deys. liorc than

' Per cent of the total numbor of Jobs on the farms studied lasted one
ek op less, and only 1.2 per coent covercd a period of 12 or more wocks.

%e beak in seasonal labor in Yokima County was reached during the second

“gk of September at which tine an cstimated 33,000 full time workors

0 hours per weck) verc necded, This pealt was 66 times the labor em-

N°y?d during the months of December and Jenuery. To mect the labor

B t,ﬁ‘l‘llremen’cs in Yekina County in addition to tho 4,000 to 6,000 resident

' %rm laborers, the following number of transicnts are ncoded for tho
SPective peryods:

2,000 to 4,000 during June and the first two weeks of July,
25,000 during the first two wocks of Soptember,
10,000 during the third weck of Soptember, and
5,000 during the first thrce wecks of October.

X The annual cash income for over 22 por cent of 456 laberors,

A ﬂied on case records obtained by interview, was loss than $100, and
z‘ost half of them (47 per c9nt) earned lcss then {200. Approximately

mQEOP cent.earned more than $400 per ycar. The highest paid group was

o of resident family heads who had a cnsh income of £460. This figure

t‘P&?es with $163 for the group with the lowest cash income vho woro

Msient, single workers.

the s The employment situation in agriculture dircctly reflects upon
e.lncOme of farm laborers and the rolief burden. Of the loborors on
%GIQf, 89 per cent had an income of less than $400 per year. The aver-
ha come for relief workers was about $200, whercas non-relicf workors
g an 1nco§e of nearly $490. Incone of relie? hecuseholds averaged $269,
Qbezgn-r?llef households §4§5 per years Tho 1n?omo of thc houschold is
o g er 1§dox cf the cconomic status of the family then the cash incone
¢ family head alence Other illustrations of the rnnual income to
or might be cited, but the results would bo no more oncouraging.

Apperently onc of the most limiting factors affecting the

Vo
ush?' H, Landis and M, S. Brooks, "Farm Lebor in the Yakima Velley,
m361ngt0n," Washington Experinment Station Bulletin No. 343, December,

Q
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$$§:1°anings of the majority of laborgrs in agrlcultuzemzéhzhgz of
akt, . o0 of cployment, Increased duration ?f omployz\.enJC ‘qgloss e
Noigm by a reorganization of present forming systens to ¢ fose X
My *tive basis, Even with our proesent systems of farmingf ho bota
Pogior OF Persons noeded to meet the seasonal requiremen s.md hfor ® bor
hﬁlﬁm Might be reduced by a knowledge of the scasonal deman ; or leve
% ¢ unitiGS, states, and regions. If this knowledge could. ss pgt
ﬂmzs © reduce the laborers! period of umcmployment betwie% goin,&gri-
°Ulh$ Tesult in on inereased annual incone for thfson:?glgyior e
hwa°° If agriculture in the future is to be respo

o

s then some adjustmonts must be made.
or
by, . Professor Adams in his paper pointed to the ggnﬁr:i iggzﬁigg
s%mlem facing the cmployer today as being that gf fl?';?gngto N
qumy of competent scasonal workerse Howevcrf in adfl io eose tne
Phhir's Problem is another of at loast equal 1mpo?tagco: 1 omplogmont or
Supey ® facing the erploycc to find sufficient agricultura eeégry e
hgsemcntal non-agricultural employment to.prov1§c thoT??c ;oblcmris b
only Y which he con maintain himscif and l:llS family. 1011(; pors ot alsc
thyy ‘8t op supplying the farm operator with E?agonald G&E:on ;c Chat
LEO SUpplying the laborer with work of sufficient durati
eern an adequate yeerly incone.

stal 1
Lo, Con an ggriculture dependont to such a degrece upogksc"zgfgnal
W%krag i comnealy found in the West today afford to pay t;od;récof
hﬁirfl“mEe sufficient to provide him with a reascnable stan

g?




