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A floor price of 330 cenls was ¢ estimated loss to the Dairy Board of 16 cents 2
the best grades of kaffircorn in bags for th pound. It is estimated that production and con-
crop in comparison with a floor price 3190 sumption of butter will just about b uauce Sup-
cents for the previous crop. The floor price wi plies of condensed milk products have increased
be maintained from April 1, 1968 to October 31, and there ha,s been a further reduction in the
196%. The levy on remains nnchanged th importation of skim-milk powder.

R1.00 per 180 1b of m ,ult
SLAUGHTER-STOCK
The kaffircorn crop of the 1968/69 marketing

year is estimated at 2.75 million bags as against The minimum guaranteed prices to prod mers
about 9.35 million bags for the previous season. of meat have been increased since May 6, 1968

Along with the carry over from the previous "
year about 2.17 million bags of kaffircorn will For Class B, Grade I beef the floor price of
have to be exportedduring 1968/69 at an estimated cattle with more ﬂllul six permanent incisors was
loss of R1.69 million. It is estimated that 750,000 increased by 1 cent 2 1b carcase weight, and uy
bags of kaffircorn will be used in councentrated 2 cents a 1b for carcases from animals with si%
feeds in replacement of yellow maize, The loss and fewer permanent incisors which are grﬁ\cut-
will amount to about R0.6 million. as Class A, Grade 1. The floor prices of Grades 1




and III have been increased by 1 cent a lb, For
Super and Prime grades the floor price was in-
Creased by 1 cent a lb. In the Prime grade,
Grades Prime A, B and C have been discontinued
and for the Prime Grade the price has been in-
Creased by 1 cent a 1b above the price of the

former Grade Prime A.

To promote production through the marketing
of younger animals with a greater carcase weight,
n0 fleor prices will be applicable to carcases
Welghing less than 350 1b.

For Super and Prime Grade beef carcases
the seasonal premium has been increased from
6 cents to 2 cents a lb while it remains un-
Changed at 2 cents and 1.6 cents a 1b for Grades I
and III respectively. On Grade II the seasonal
Premium is reduced from 2 cents to 1.6 cents to
Persuade producers to market cattle in better
Condition and with greater weight,

For calf carcases the minimum guaranteed
Prices will, from May 6, 1968, only apply to
Sjuper and Grade I carcases weighing at least
50 1b. For these grades the floor prices have
Sen increased by 1 cent a 1b to promote the
Marketing of better quality veal calves,

. For sheep carcases a new class has been
‘Nfroduced for young sheep with a maximum of
four permanent incisors and a maximum weight
of 45 1h. For carcases qualifying for this class
&S Prime and Grade I, the floor prices have been
NCreased by 1 cent and Lh centalb respectively.
Other floor prices for sheep and lambs remain
Unchanged,

The minimum guaranteed prices for kid and
goat carcases as well as Super-porkers were
Increased by 1/2 cent a 1b.

GROUNDNUTS

For the 1968/69 year the advance payment
for groundnuts was fixed at R95.00 a ton for the
@sic Grade S2. This is the same as that for the
Previous season. The advance payment for un-
shelled groundnuts as well as for the other
8rades of shelled nuts is established in relation
to the advance for the S2 Grade.

The selling prices of groundnuts remain un-
Changed at R108.50 a ton for Grade S2 to ex-
Pressers and R118.50 a ton for Grade S1 to buyers
°f edible nuts. It is estimated that after all
€Xpenses have been met the net payment to
Producers will be about R106.00 a ton,

After a record crop of 315,000 tonsin1967/68
the Crop for the 1968/69 year declined to about
160,000  tons. It is expected that 25,000 tons of
Cdible nuts will be exported while the balance will

© 0ld mainly in the domestic market.

SUNFLOWER SEED
The ac;vance payment on ordinary sunflower

;eed for the 1968/69 year has been increased
¥ R2.25 a ton to R45.00 a ton and that of seed

35

with a high oil-content has been fixed at R50.60
a ton for the basic Grades F2 and FH2 re-
spectively. The advance payments for other
grades are in relation to these payments.

The selling prices of both types of sunflower
seed have been increased by R3.00 a ton to
R58.25 for Grade F2 and R65.50 for Grade FH2
(high oil-content). It is estimated that the final
payment to producers will amount to R55.25 a
ton on a F2 basis.

The prices of sunflower seed have been in-
creased while those for groundnuts remain un-
changed. This has been done to reduce the price
difference between the two kinds of oilseeds and
to encourage the production of sunflower seed.

The estimated sunflower seed crop for 1968/
69, namely 80,000 tons, shows a considerable de-
crease on the crop of 111,000 fons received
during 1967/68. Apart from insignificant quanti-
ties likely to be exported, the crop will be sold
in the domestic market,

NEW POST FOR AGRICULTURAL -
COUNCILLOR

The countries of Western Europe and parti-
cularly the six members of the European Econ-
omic Community (France, the German Federal
Republic, Italy, Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg)
have over the past number of years become of
increasing importance both as a market for
South African agricultural products as well as
a producer of agricultural products which in
some instances are also produced inand exported
from South Africa.

The measures which are being introduced by
these European Countries to develop their agri-
culture as well as the gradual elimination of
trade restrictions and the free movement of
products between the members of the European
Economic Community directly affect important
sectors of the South African agricultural in-
dustry. Although it would appear that the United -
Kingdom will not be admitted to the E.E.C.
within the foreseeable future, this possibility
still exists. If this should take place it could
have far-reaching affects particularly on the
Fruit and Canning industries of South Africa
and we must be prepared for such an eventuality.

Apart from these matters conferences and
consultations are also held from time to time by
International Organizations which concern South
African Agriculture.

The Government accordingly approved of a
post of Agricultural Councillor (Economic) to
be established in the South African Embassy in
Brussels. The Minister of Agriculture approved
of the appointment of Mr A.B.C. Nel, Assistant
Director of Economic Services to this post.
Mr Nel will assume duty in Brusselson1 August
1968,




