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Cultural Economics and Marketing, Pretoria, and should be received by the editors
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On 30th June 1965, Dr. A.J. Beyleveld
€lired from the Service after having
Served for a period of 35 years as a
Dublic servant, first in the former De-

Artment of Agriculture and, from 1958,
In the Dep&rtmep* of Agrloultural Eco-
NOmics and Marketing.

"3‘

in 1925 Dr. Beyleveld obtained his
B.Com. Degree at the University of
Stellenbosch and in 1926 he was awarded
& bursary and in 1929 obtained the Ph.D.
Di‘"gl‘ee at the Cornell University, U.S.A,
' ricultural Economics and Statis-
tics g5 thﬁ majocr subjects.

In February 1930, Dr. Beyleveld was
&Ppointed Economist in the former Di-
Vision of Economics and Markets, in the

Cpartment of Agriculture and since then
© was promoted, consecutively, to Pro-
©Ssional Officer in 1937, Senior Pro-
Essional Officer in 1943, Prmcmal Pro-
fessiona Officer in 1945 and Assistant
‘Thlel of the Division of Economics and
“arkets in 1949, From 1956 cnwards, to
‘€ date of his retirement from the Publlc
“Vlce he was a member of the National

\DLAYI"' Beard.
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During his term of Office in the De-
Partment of Agriculture, before being
“Dpointed to the Marketing Board, he
t;\ oted his attention mainly to two objec-
'CS, namely the development of the Agri-
Lult‘i‘"&l Q‘ﬂust*cal Services, and the pro-
ﬂotlm of the overseas ’“ac:e in respect
Qgricultural matters.

In regard to the former objective, he
brought about great improvements in the
Department's Crop Estimates system and
also built up varicus other statistical

series.  Besides the annual agricultural
census, very little information of this
nature was available at that time.

Since the end of World War II, Dr.
Beyleveld focussed hijs efforts on the
comp:lation of a Handbook on Agricultural
Statistics. This book was published in
1961 as a comprehensive work, embodying
all the data from the previousagricultural
census returns as wel] as the import and
export statistics on agricultural pro-
ducts, gleaned from trade and shipping
reports, besides other statistics relating
to agriculture. This Handbook on Statis-
tics meets a long-felt need, as im-
portant agricultural statistical matters
from 1904 have now been combined in a
single publication,

For many years Dr. Beyleveld was
in charge of "Crops and Markets", the




monthly publication of the Division of
Economics and Markets.,

In the sphere of the overseas trade
in agricultural products, Dr. Beyleveld
rendered valuable contributions - and
attended conferences and other meetings
in connection with international trade in
London, Geneva, Washington D.C., and
Havana. Furthermore, he played an im-
portant role in the drafting of International
Trade Agreements. At the negotiations

for the establishment of G.A.T.T., h€
was the obvious choice to accompany
the South African delegations in ordeT
to watch the interests of the agricultural
sector.

Although he has now retired from the
Service, Dr. Beyleveld's knowledge an
wide experience are, however, not lost t0
the Department, as he has agreed t0
serve the Department further in a tem~
porary capacity.

WHAT IS A FARMER

A FARMER IS A PARADOX - he is an executive with his home his office; 2
scientist using fertilizer attachments; a purchasing agent in an old straw hat; 2
personnel director with grease under his fingernails; a dietitian with a passiol
for alfalfa, aminos, and antibiotics; a production expert with a surplus; and a manageT
battling a price/cost squeeze. He manages more capital than most of the businessme?l
in town,

Farmers are found in fields - plowing up, seeding down, rotating from, planting t0-
fertilizing with, spraying for, and harvesting. .

A farmer is both faith and fatalist - he must have faith to continually meet the
challenges of his capacities amid an ever-present possibility that a late spring.
an early frost, tornado, flood, drought, disease or bugs can bring his business t0
a standstill.

He is your countryman - a denim-dressed, business-wise, fast-growing statesman
of stature. And when he comes in at noon, having spent the energy of his hopes an
dreams, he can be recharged anew with the magic words "the market's up."

- "Science for the Farmer", Vol. XII, No. 1, 1964.




