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Economic Tendencies 

in the 

south African Agriculture 

Latest developments in respect of producers’ prices especially are reflected 

Mm the accompanying graphs; these can briefly be summarised as follows:- 

Maize, wheat and kaffircorn. Producers’ prices of maize and wheat moved upwards 

Teasonably fast until 1953/54, but have been maintained on a relatively constant level 

ver since. In the case of maize, a deduction has been made since 1955/56 for 

Purposes of strengthening the price stabilisation fund of the Maize Board.. This re- 
duced the net return of producers. 

Kaffircorn prices show wide fluctuations until 1956/57; as from 1957/58, 

however, with the establishment of a scheme for kaffircorn, prices reveal a more 

Stable tendency. 

In respect of these three crops, maize prices increasedmost since the basis 
years. The relatively favourable position of maize, as compared to wheat and kaf- 

fircorn, has been maintained in the past season, in spite of a price decrease. 

Cattle, sheep, pigs and wool. Producers' prices of cattle and sheep show reasonable 

Sharp increase since the removal of price control; that is, in November 1951 in 
Tespect of sheep and in January 1956 in respect of cattle. Producers’ prices of pigs 

have changed relatively little since the basis years. | 

Following on the sharp price increases in 1950/51, wool prices tended 

downwards again. Thus, during the past four seasons, prices have not been much 

higher than average prices ruling during the basic period. 

Butterfat, cheese milk, condensing milk and eggs 

Producers’ prices of butterfat, cheese milk and condensing milk show a 

Strong upward tendency until 1953/54, whereafter, until 1959/60, price movements 
Were fairly even. As aresult of surpluses and export losses, prices have lately 

Commenced to fall. The price of cheese milk increased relatively more than that 

of condensing milk since the basis years. During these years condensing milk had 

an average price premium of 13d. (11c) per 100 lb. of milkabove cheese milk; there- 

aiter this premium has fluctuated mostly between 10 and 12d. (8 and 10c). 

Producers’ prices of eggs also show a peak in 1953/54. In constrast with 
Prices of dairy products, egg prices have since tended downwards, but with a relative- 

ly even movement. Egg prices had been on a lower level than those of dairy pro- 

ducts throughout. 

 



  

ECONOMIC TENDENCIES IN SOUTH AFRICAN AGRICULTURE 
(1947/48 - 1949/50 = 100) 
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