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JUNE 1965 ERS-233

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FARM POPULATION - ESTIMATES FOR 1964

Farm Population Branch
Economic and Statistical Analysis Division

Economic Research Service

The population living on farms num-
bered about 12,954,000 in April 1964
(table 1). Although the farm population
has been declining for many years, the

decrease from 1963 to 1964 of 413,000
was not statistically significant. The
chances are about one out of five that a

decline of this magnitude would have been
obtained from the sample on which the
annual estimates are based even if no
actual change had occurred in the farm
population between 1963 and 1964. From
the Annual Farm Population Survey of

the Economic Research Service a de-
cline was estimated for all of the nine
major geographic divisions of the Na-
tion. 1/

Between April 1963 and April 1964
an estimated 816,000 persons of all ages
either moved away from farms or lived

on places that were removed from the

farm category during the year because
agricultural production ceased. Actual
migration is the larger of the two com-
ponents, although the exact proportion is

not known. This movement of people
from farms to nonfarm areas was off-

set in part by 283,000 persons who moved
to farms or were on places that became
farms during the year. Thus, the farm
population had a net loss of 533,000
persons through outmigration and re-
classification of residence. Natural in-

crease- -that is the excess of births over
deaths- -partly countered the net loss
from migration and cessation of farming
by 121,000.

Because the estimates of farm popu-
lation change from one year to another
fluctuate in part from sampling variation,
averages of the data on change for a

period of several years are deemed more
reliable than those from one year to

the next. During the 4-year period, 1960
to 1964, the annual average loss to the

farm population through net outmigra-
tion was 816,000 persons (table 2).

The annual rate of net outmigra-
tion- -which is the average amount of

net migration expressed as a percentage
of the average farm population- -was 5.7

percent. This is a slightly higher rate
than that of 5.3 percent for the years
of the 1950-60 decade. However, the abso-
lute annual amount of outmigration from
1960 to 1964 was somewhat smaller than
in the 1 9 50' s, reflecting the lowered size
of the farm population from which the
migrants are drawn. Among the geographic
divisions, the average annual amount of

migration loss from 1960 to 1964 was
highest in the West North Central Divi-
sion (173,000 persons). The amount of

loss was least in New England, which
has by far the smallest divisional farm
population, but the rate of loss was
highest there (8.0 percent). The lowest
estimated annual rate of migration loss
for the 4 years was 4.6 percent in the
East North Central States.

Definitions

.

- - The estimates present-
ed iri this report relate to the rural
civilian population living on farms, re-
gardless of occupation. The farm popu-
lation is defined according to the definition
adopted for the 1960 Census of Population.
This defines farm residents as persons
residing on places of 10 acres or more

1/ States in geographic divisions are
listed at botton of table 2.
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in size from which at least $50 worth of
farm products were sold in the preceding
year. Persons are also included if they are
on places of less than 10 acres from which
at least $250 worth of products were
sold. Persons living on what might be
considered farmland are classed as non-
farm if they rent for cash a house and
yard only. Likewise, persons in insti-
tutions, summer camps, motels,and tourist
camps located in the open country are
also classed as nonfarm. Unmarried
persons attending college away from home,
and whose usual place of residence is a
farm, are treated as farm residents in

the surveys, although this procedure is

different from that used in the decennial
census.

Sources and limitations. --Annual
estimates of the number of people living
on farms in the United States as a whole
are obtained from the Current Population
Survey of the Bureau of the Census. As
these estimates are based on sample data
they are subject to sampling variability.

The relative degree of sampling error
of the estimated farm population of the
United States is about 3 percent. The
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate of the total farm population from
the sample would differ from a complete
census by less than 3 percent. The chances,
are about 95 out of 100 that the difference
would be less than twice this percentage
and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2 1/2 times the percentage.

Data for geographic areas and for
components of farm population change are
based on a mail-questionnaire survey.
This survey is conducted for the Economic
Research Service by the Statistical Re-
porting Service. Area estimates are tied

to benchmark figures for decennial census
years and adjusted to conform to the total

farm population estimate obtained annually
by the Bureau of the Census.

The reliability of any geographic
area estimate is dependent upon the re-
liability of the United States estimate
discussed above and upon the reliability

of the mail survey data. The reliability

of data from the mail survey alone cannot
be assessed in sampling error terms.
It depends in part upon State -to -State
variations in the size and representative-
ness of the mailing list, as well as upon
variations in rate, representativeness, and
accuracy of returns. The mail survey was
conducted in every State except Hawaii.
Information was obtained from 24,916
respondents in 1964,, reporting on 98,755
farms.

Earlier comparable reports . --Esti-
mates for earlier years on number, mi-
gration, and natural increase of farm
people were published by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Farm Population
Estimates for 1910-62 . ERS-130, October
1963, and Farm Population Estimates
for 1963. ERS-177, July 1964.






