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posal within a year, or the Commission itself
will lodge an action with the European Court
of Justice. For its part, the United States
government is to be commended for its active
opposition to the EC ownership restrictions.
It has streesed U.8. concerns to Commis-
sioner Van Murth during his Washington
visit on September 21st, and Jeff Shane, the
Assistant Secretary of the United States
Department of Transportation for Policy and
International Affairs is over there this week
to emphasize that point, among others, to the
Europeans.

The U.8. government also raised the mat-
ter at the O.E.C.D. meeting in Paris on
October 9-11, and will do so again at the
U.8.-European sub-cabinet-level meetings
tomorrow in Washington, D.C. Failure of the
Council to adopt a liberal cabotage measure
remaing a glaring deficiency in the eyes of
many proponents of an EC single market. If

Google

the Commission, or the Dutch truckers, sue
the Council in the European Court of Justice,

“the Court might decide that the cabotage

provisions of the EC treaty have direct effect.
The Court, thus, could rule that the total
liberalization of cabotage take place without
being subject to any prior Council regula-
tions. Such a possibility of the Court, taking
matters out of the Council's hands, is likely
to preseure the Council to act soon.

I suggest that those who are interested in
improving transportation nationally, and
internationally, should continue to monitor
carefully the action or inaction in Brussels.
The outcome bears directly upon the econo-
mic health of a large portion of the free
world.  Hopefully, Europe will discard
government bureaucracy, and allow market
forces and private sector initiatives to breath
new life into its single market economy. If
they refuse, their 320 million consumers will
be the losers. Thank you for your attention.



