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PREFACE

Feгеnc dei, founder of our Institute, an outstanding personality

of the Hungarian literature in agricultural economics, started the se-

ries of Bulletins in foreign languages twenty years ago. The presenti

issue is intended to pay homage to his memory on the occasion of the

coming 0-year jubilee of the Research Institute for Agricultural Eco-

nomies. Besides, it is to call the attention, among others, to the

scientific 'achievements and practical conclusions arrived at by Ferenc

Erdei in the course of the last period of his life-work when he was act-

ive in. our Institute. His statements concerning the development of the
1

Hungarian fа mег~' co-operative movement, the small-scale farming, the
place and role of the household farming, the social and economic trans-

formation of the village, , are of particular importance and timeliness

im. comparison to the progress that has taken place. Due to the purpose

of our Bulletins, being the dissemination abroad of the results of r e-

searches conducted in this Institute, and to the technical limitations

as well as to the size of these publications, it is not possible for us

present and evaluate the oeuvre of Ferenc Erdei. In the near future the

12-volume series, pulished . by the Publishing House of the Hungarian

Academy of Sciences in Hungarian language, will be completed, a uniquely

great achievement that will contain but a part of the life-work of Fe-

r enc Erdei . In line with the interest shown by our international scient-

ific  anд inf ormati om partners, foreign professional circles, agricultu-

ral economists, these few studies in agricultural economics and the at-

tached bibliography are intended to supplement the achievements of the

publishers. If it is true that the interest in our series of Bulletins

is related to the results of the Hungarian food economy, then it is also

true that we. can get acquainted with the antecedents of the development

of our agriculture and of our present situation by our studying the

works of Рérenс Erdei, an authority of the subject. We hope that his .

papers will reach not only our partners numbering more than three hund-

red, but also colleagues and aspirants from abroad staying and studying

in this country.

Badap e s t, January 1983

The E dit or




