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AgEcon Search
AgEcon Search is a vast digital library where researchers and students  
of agricultural and applied economics can access a world of knowledge. 
As part of the University of Minnesota’s Driven campaign, we seek to 
secure AgEcon Search into the future to ensure free access to timely, 
cutting-edge knowledge for users across the globe.AgEconSearch.umn.edu



AgEcon Search collects, indexes, and electronically 
distributes full-text copies of scholarly research in the 
broadly defined field of agricultural and applied economics. 
This includes:

•	 agribusiness
•	 food security and supply
•	 energy and natural resource economics
•	 environmental economics

How it began
Built in 1995 as a cooperative project of the University of Minnesota Department of 
Applied Economics and University of Minnesota Libraries, AgEcon Search serves as the 
permanent archive of the digital scholarly works of agricultural and applied economics 
researchers worldwide, providing stewardship, reliable long-term access, and broad 
dissemination. Today, over 180,000 research papers in AgEcon Search are freely 
accessible and easy to find in Google.

Global | Irreplaceable | Relevant 

How does it work?

Graduate students in our program who shared their theses in AgEcon Search have been 

able to get jobs in international research organizations, and most are now progressing 

with Ph.D. degrees in Europe or the United States. Over 164 graduate students over the 

next two to three years are gearing to submit their theses in AgEcon Search when they 

complete their studies.

Professor George Owuor 
Center Leader of the African Centre of Excellence in Sustainable Agriculture and  
Agribusiness Management (CESAAM) at Egerton University, Kenya

•	 policy issues
•	 international trade
•	 economic development
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Your support makes the difference.
We are committed to ensuring that AgEcon Search remains a free 
repository for agricultural and applied economics research from 
around the globe. To do this we are establishing an endowment that 
will ensure this resource can continue regardless of grant funding or 
staffing changes.

We need the philanthropic support of people like you who are driven to 
provide free access to timely, cutting-edge knowledge without financial 
or geographical barriers.

Global | Irreplaceable | Relevant 
Global Impact
What began as a local project with 50 papers has evolved into an 
international resource covering current and retrospective content in  
15 languages from all over the world. Digitization projects have 
ensured the preservation and dissemination of thousands of  
research papers ranging from 1914 to the present.

Our global reach is evident in the 15,000 daily visitors from over  
170 countries, making us the largest free, digital library of literature in 
agricultural and applied economics in the world.  Researchers access 
AgEcon Search to learn from our global community of scholars and 
make new discoveries that build on their legacy.
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AgEcon Search is a nonprofit subject repository co-sponsored by the UMN Department 
of Applied Economics and the University Libraries, with guidance from an international 
Advisory Board and partners including:
•	 Agricultural and Applied Economics Association
•	 Australian Agricultural and Resource Economics Society
•	 European Association of Agricultural Economists
•	 Giannini Foundation of Agricultural Economics
•	 International Association of Agricultural Economists
•	 USDA Economic Research Service
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We need you
Your investment in AgEcon Search advances our vision to:

	 Secure AgEcon Search into the future making  
high-quality research available to the world, particularly 
poor and rural economies in the Global South and other 
underserved areas

	 Provide free access to a broad, unique research collection 
that would otherwise only be available in print in a small 
and declining number of locations

	 Expand global productivity and remove barriers for 
researchers at under-resourced institutions that cannot 
afford expensive journal subscriptions

	 Preserve critical literature to stem the tide of  
lost knowledge

	 Enlarge and enrich the international community  
of applied economists

AgEcon Search is the archive 

of the agricultural and applied 

economics profession. Without 

it my research task would have 

been much harder and the 

whole profession would be at a 

loss. AgEcon Search provides an 

invaluable service in preserving older 

and lesser-used works, especially in 

developing countries such as my 

own. Even more importantly, their  

easy-to-use platform disseminates it to 

the largest possible audience.

Jan Greyling 
Junior Lecturer and Researcher,  

Stellenbosch University, South Africa
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