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Foreword to: 

Methods of Priority Setting In Agricultural Research 

and Their Application 

by Rudolf B. Contant and Anthony Bottomley 

In this manual five methods for research priority setting are discussed, with illustrations of 
their applications. The manual focuses on priority setting among lines of research within 
research institutes or programs. This is referred to as "project level" priority setting. Other 
ISNAR staff are working on methodology development and training materials for strategic 
level priority setting. 

The manual is based on ISNAR Working Paper No. 10, Priority Setting in Agricultural 
Research, May 1988, by the same authors. It is designed to accomplish two objectives. 

To familiarize those concerned with making decisions in agricultural research 
with some of the more widely used methods of priority setting, and 

To give them an idea of how these methods are applied. 

The presentation in this version of the manual
i 

Draft version 3.2, has been substantially 
reoriented with the assistance of Doyle Baker. An attempt has been made to more clearly 
distinguish the overview of methods (many of which can be applied to both strategic and 
project level priority setting) from the project level applications. A second goal has been 
to further highlight various critical factors which influence priority setting at the project 
level, regardless of what method is used. 

Robert Raab, ISNAR Research Associate for Training, has put this manual in its training
oriented format. 

1/ IITA, Senior Agricultural Economist, NCRE Project, Institute of Agricultural Research, Cameroon. 






















































































