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JARE Editor's Report 
December 2003 

Duringour three-year tenure from April 1,2000 to April 1,2003,329 manuscripts were submitted. 
Of the total, 14 were forwarded to us from Scott Shonkwiler, previous editor of JARE. During our 
tenure, 102 manuscripts were accepted for publication, yielding a cumulative acceptance rate of 
31.4%. For calendar year 2003, we began publishing three issues instead of two, which resulted 
in slightly more articles being published during calendar year 2003 than in the previous two years. 

Just under half of the submissions (46.5%) came from corresponding authors residing in the 
West. Other domestic submissions were distributed as follows: Northeast (12.5%), South (15.8%), 
and the Midwest (16.1%). An additional 3% of the submissions originated in Canada, 2.7% from 
Europe, and 1.5% from Asia. The remaining manuscripts were submitted by authors residing in 
Australia, Israel, and Africa. 

For two years, referees have been paid U.S.$50 for on-time first reviews. Any review returned 
within six weeks of the initial request was considered "on time." Payment for on-time reviews has 
tended to shorten the time to completion of reviews (see table below). However, the novelty of 
payments may be wearing off in the sense that the proportion of referees responding on time in 
our last year as editors (2002-03) has declined relative to the first year payments were offered. 
Nevertheless, payment for first reviews seems to have had a demonstrable effect on the time to 
completion of first reviews. 

Referee Statistics, Completion of First Reviews 

Item 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 

Mean number of days to completion 45.0 32.7 36.8 
Median number of days to completion 42.0 34.0 38.5 
Standard deviation (days) 31.0 24.0 22.0 

Cumulative % completed in 42 days or fewer 43% 73% 64% 
Cumulative % completed in 49 days or fewer 59% 79% 76% 

Our technical editor, Judith Harrison, has done a superb job of editing manuscripts. Judy's work 
improves manuscripts in so many ways that typical readers are likely not to appreciate unless 
they have been the beneficiaries of Judy's assiduous attention to content, style, and aesthetics. 

Our new publisher, Sheridan Press, has done an excellent job this calendar year of handling 
our camera-ready galleys. 

We also want to thank all those who supported the Journal during our tenure. To the editorial 
assistants--Ricardo Cavazos Cepeda, Haimanti Bhattacharya, and Afsana Karim-we owe thanks 
for a careful job of handling the Journal's correspondence. We are indebted to our past Secretary1 
Treasurer E. Bruce Godfrey, and our current Secretarymeasurer Dawn Thilmany, for their 
service in handling all the financial aspects of the Journal. The members of our Editorial Council 
deserve our sincere thanks for their selfless efforts. Finally, we owe our referees genuine thanks 
for providing public goods even when the private cost is high. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gary Thompson, Editor 
Satheesh Aradhyda, George Frisvold, and Russell Tronstad, Co-editors 
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Reviewers 
October 2002-April 2003 

Abdullahi 0 .  Abdulkadri 

Rajshree Aganval 
Julian M. Alston 

James L. Anderson 

Frank Asche 
DeeVon Bailey 

Andrew P. Barkley 

Barry J. Barnett 
Christopher B. Barrett 
Timothy J. Bartik 

Bob Baulch 
Sanjib Bhuyan 

Gary W. Brester 

David E. Buschena 

Fabio R. Chaddad 

Keith H. Coble 

John M. Crespi 

George C. Davis 
David L. Dickinson 

Robert D. Emerson 

Burton C. English 

Wojiciech J. Florkowski 

Darren L. Frechette 

Paul Gallagher 

Richard Green 

Lewell F. Gunter 

Shif Gurmu 

Michael S. Haigh 

David A. Hemessy 

Jimmy E. Hilliard 

Chung L. Huang 

Bryan J. Hubbell 

Wallace E. Huff ian  

Terrance M. Hurley 

Stanley R. Johnson 

Robert J. Johnston 

Richard E. Just 

Mark Kazarosian 

Madhu Khanna 

Robert P. King 

Henry W. Kinnucan 

Karen Klonsky 

Subal C. Kumbhakar 

John D. Lawrence 

Sergio H. Lence 

John A. List 

Maria L. Loureiro 

Shiva S. Makki 

James B. McDonald 

Bradford F. Mills 

John A. Miranowski 

L. Joe Moffitt 

Octavio Ramirez 

Kellie Curry Raper 

Timothy J. Richards 

Ju t ta  Roosen 

Andrew A. Samwick 

Jean-Daniel Saphores 

Camilo Sarmiento 

Randall D. Schnepf 

Gary D. Schnitkey 

Jerry R. Skees 

Kerry Smith 

Lester Taylor 

Dawn D. Thilmany 

Laurian Umevehr 

James R. Unterschultz 

James Vercammen 

Myles J. Watts 

Alfons Weersink 

Paul N. Wilson 

Brian D. Wright 

Junjie Wu 
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WAEA 
2002 Award Winners 

Outstanding Master's Thesis 

HIROMI OUCHI, "Japanese Consumer Preferences for Biotechnology and Food Safety with Impli- 
cations for Trade," Washington State University. 

JILL J. MCCLUSKEY, Advisor 

The objective of this thesis is to develop an understanding of Japanese consumer preferences for 
biotechnology and food safety and to assess the implications of GM labeling policy for trade. This 
objective is accomplished with three related articles: an analysis of GM labeling policy and the 
implications for U.S.-Japanese trade, an empirical study of Japanese consumer preferences and 
willingness to accept GM food products, and an empirical study of consumer response to the dis- 
covery of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in Japan. Specifically, the effect of biotechnology 
and food safety policy on U.S.-Japanese trade is first analyzed. Next, using data from a consumer 
survey conducted in Japan in June 2001 as part of this thesis project, factors that affect the 
willingness to accept GM food at a Seikyou in Japan are analyzed, and an estimate is made of the 
mean discount necessary for Japanese consumers in the study sample to choose the GM product. 
Finally, this analysis estimates the mean premium that Japanese consumers are willing to pay for 
beef labeled as "BSE-tested," as well as factors affecting the consumers' choices. Data were collected 
in a consumer survey condudedin Japan during December 2001 as part of this thesis project. Based 
on the findings of this research, there is an opportunity to market food segregated fi-om GM product 
and BSE-tested beef in Japan. For those firms wanting to market either GM foods or beef in Japan, 
it is necessary to convince Japanese consumers of the safety of their products through consumer 
education campaigns and credible risk communication. 

Outstanding Extension Program 

RICHARD CARKNER (Washington State University), JOHNHEWLE~ (University of Wyoming), L o r n  
OWEN (British Columbia, Canada), How~~~Ros~~~~~~(University of California-Berkeley), TRENT 
TEEGERSTROM (University of Arizona), JEFFREY TRANEL (Colorado State University), and RANDY 
WEIGEL (University of Wyoming), "Ag Help Wanted." 

The title of the book at the core of this project is Ag Help Wanted: Guidelines for ManagingAgricul- 
tural Labor. This is a new educational guidebook designed to assist every person who currently 
manages or expects to manage human resources on farms, ranches, nurseries, dairies, and other 
agricultural operations. It presents principles, practical examples, regulatory considerations, and 
leads to more references that all help equip managers to make choices which are reasonable, legal, 
and ultimately effective for both their businesses and the people they employ. The book can be used 
as a source of ideas for improving management policies or practices, an occasional reference in 
coping with problems that arise, or a base for systematic study of human resource management in 
agriculture. For order information and links to supplementary material online, including selected 
pages in sites of regulatory agencies and service organizations, visit www.AgHelpWanted.org. 

Outstanding Published Research 

RULON D. POPE (Brigham Young University) and RICHARD E. JUST (University of Maryland). 
"Random Profits and Duality." American Journal of Agricultural Economics 84,1(2002): 1-7. 

Dual production specifications derived under certainty are typically randomized for econometric 
purposes with ad hoc error specifications. This article shows that such approaches can cause inte- 
grability conditions to fail. In particular, iferrors in input demands represent errors in optimization 
that affect output, then typical dual approaches do not yield congruent supplies and demands. 
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JARE Published Research Award 

IDDO KAN, KURT A. SCHWABE, and KEITH C. KNMP (University of California-Riverside). "Micro- 
economics of Irrigation with Saline Water." Journal ofAgricultura1 and Resource Economics 27,l 
(July 2002): 16-39. 

Water management and reuse a t  the field level are analyzed under saline, limited drainage 
conditions. A function relating crop yield and deep percolation flows to applied water and salinity 
concentration is developed. This fundion fits simulated data well and is tractable for theoretical 
and empirical analysis of irrigation economics. With a single irrigation source, irrigation water for 
cotton and tomatoes at  first increases and then decreases with salt concentration. Drain-water 
reuse is found to be an  efficient strategy in events of high surface-water prices and costly solutions 
to drainage-related environmental problems. However, blending freshwater and drainage appears 
plausible only under surface water scarcity. 

Distinguished Scholar of the WAEA 
This award is the highest recognition for individuals making an enduring contribution in their 
career to agricultural, resource, andlor environmental economics in the Western states andprovinces 
and the WAEA. 

Harold 0. Carter is Professor Emeritus of the Department of Agricultural and Resource Eco- 
nomics, University of California, Davis, where he has been a member of the faculty since 1958. Born 
in Michigan, Carter received B.S. and M.S. degrees from Michigan State University and his Ph.D. 
at  Iowa State University. 

Carter has achieved wide recognition for his research and policy analysis on an  array of impor- 
tant agricultural social and environmental issues and problems. In the 1960s, he made important 
contributions on risk and variability, economies offarm size, and production function methodology. 
In 196S70, Carter served as Senior StaffEconomist on the President's Council of Economic Advisors. 
He served as Department Chair from 1970-76 and 1987-89. In 1973-74, Carter chaired a UC task 
force on world hunger which culminated in the publication "The Hungry World: A Challenge to 
Agriculture," receiving a 1975 M A r e s e a r c h  award. From 1980-83, Carter served as Co-Director 
of a UCIEgypt economic development project. In 1985, he was appointed the first Director of the 
University of California Agricultural Issues Center where he served for 11 years. The AIC has made 
major contributions to the public understanding of timely and critical policy issues. 

Carter has received (with co-authors) M A  Outstanding Research awards in 1963,1967,1971, 
1975, and 1989, and the Best Journal Article award in 1968. He was elected an  M A  Fellow in 
1980. His WAEA Association awards include Outstanding Research in 1962,1969, and 1971; and 
Outstanding Extension Program in 1975. Carter served as President of the WAEA in 1975-76. He 
has been a visiting scholar at  Harvard University; Agricultural College of Sweden; University of 
Naples, Italy; International Institute of Applied Systems Analysis, Laxenberg, Austria; Stanford 
University; and University of Sydney, Australia. 

Kenneth L. Casavant is Professor in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, 
Washington State University, where he has been a member of the faculty since 1969, except when 
he has served as Visiting Professor a t  University of Alaska, North Dakota State University, and 
University of New England, Armidale, Australia, and as member of the Pacific Northwest Power 
Planning Council. He received his Ph.D. from Washington State University and both his B.S. and 
M.S. from North Dakota State University. 

Casavant has published two textbooks on economics of management in agriculture and has 14 
chapters in other books and monographs. A nationally known transportation economist, he has 
published over 100 articles and given over 300 presentations, including testifying before state 
legislatures, regulatory bodies, and U.S. Congress, leading to public debate and understanding by 
all sectors of the economy of the crisis of freight mobility. He was chosen to speak at  the last three 



WAEA 2002 Award Winners 667 

national agricultural transportation s-ts, hosted by USDA and the USDOT. This prominence 
has brought in over $5 million of grants and contracts to his personal research program and over 
a million dollars to multi-discipline research teams on which he served as member. 

Ken's personal pride is in the numerous teaching awards he has received over the years, includ- 
ing being a Fellow of the National Association of Colleges and Teachers of Agriculture (NACTA) and 
winning their NACTA Western Regional Outstanding Teacher Award. He was the recipient of an 
Outstanding Teacher Award from the American Association of Agricultural Economics; he was 
recognized as "Featured Teacher'' of his college four times; and he won the R.M. Wade Award, the 
highest honor in his college. He was also selected as Washington State University's Faculty Member 
of the year, largely based on his exceptional teaching performance. His scholarly work in teaching 
pedagogy (six articles) included Colleague Aided Evaluation (CAE), a technique now used in various 
forms in many departments. 

Casavant has provided service by serving as Vice President and President of the WAEA, being 
appointed by the Governor to the Pacific Northwest Power Planning Council-the body charged 
with balancing the needs of the power industry and those endangered species, regions, and Tribes 
impacted by the operation of the ColumbiaISnake River Power System, and has served on four 
National Academy of Sciences panels. At Washington State University he has served as Vice Provost 
of Academic Affairs, Vice Provost of Research, and currently serves as Faculty Athletic Represent- 
ative for the President to the NCAA, where he recently served as President of the Pac-10 Confer- 
ence. He has served as the President of the Faculty Senate, President of the Pullman Chamber of 
Commerce, and a member of the Pullman City Council. 

Ken has consulted widely on transportation economics and policy, including for USDA, USDOT, 
USAID, Canada Grains Council, Interstate Commerce Commission, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(in all, over 60 domestic contracts plus traveling for others in 10 countries). 

DOUGLAS L. YOUNG 

Douglas L. Young received his Ph.D. from Oregon State University in 1976, and has worked since 
in the Department of Agricultural Economics a t  Washington State University (WSU), reaching the 
rank of Professor in 1986. Young made early contributions on the use of risk preferences and risk 
perceptions of agricultural producers. Most ofyoung's career, however, has been devoted to provid- 
ing high-quality economics on multidisciplinary research projects. His commitment to this research 
has led to an  exceptionally high level of trust and regard for Young by his biological and physical 
science colleagues. Dr. Young's cooperative contributions to multidisciplinary grants have generated 
well over $20 &ion to his institution. 

Young is the author of 61 journal articles, 21 bookchapters, and260 other items. He has received 
research and outreach awards from the Soil and Water Conservation Society and the American 
Society of Agronomy, and the outstanding journal article award in the Journal ofAgricultura1 and 
Applied Economics. Young has served on a National Academy of Sciences committee, on USDA's 
Resources Conservation Act Advisory Committee, as an  invited witness before the U.S. Congress, 
and on the Washington State Advisory Committee of the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
He has been a visiting scholar a t  North Carolina State University and in British Columbia, and has 
served on departmental review teams at  Georgia, Nevada, and Idaho. Young has been a featured 
speaker in Canada, Denmark, and France. 

Douglas Young is a highly ranked undergraduate and graduate teacher and has twice been 
recognized as an  R.M. Wade Featured Teacher, an  award for the top five teachers among 12 agricul- 
tural college departments. Young has served as major professor for 15 Ph.D. and 22 M.A. students, 
many of whom have gone on to distinguished careers. 

Some have described Young as the "perennial departmental good citizen," serving on many 
demanding committees. Young has also been a very supportive WAEA member, serving terms as 
editor of the Western Journal of Agricultural Economics and as President of the Association. 

Outstanding Undergraduate Instructor 

Less than 10 years: 
W. MARSHALL FRASIER, Colorado State University 
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Outstanding Undergraduate Instructor 

More than 10 years: 
ROBERT 0. BURTON, Kansas State University 

Outstanding Seniors 

JESSICA KREBS, University of Idaho 
JARED LATHROP, Eastern Oregon University 
BRANDON LEISTER, Arizona State University 
GI~SON NENE, University of Nebraska 
WILLIAM (BILL) GARY ROSE, Utah State University 
DEREK SHREINER, Arizona State University 
LYNN SIMMONS, Oregon State University 
NANCY SWEETSER, Colorado State University 
HEATH VAN EATON, University of Wyoming 
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WAEA Past Presidents 
1927-2003 

F . B . Headley . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1927-28 
H . E . Erdman . . . . . . . . . . . .  1928-29 
H . D . Scudder . . . . . . . . . . . .  1929-30 
W . P . Thomas . . . . . . . . . . . .  1930-31 
H . R . Tolley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1931-32 
Paul A . Eke . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1932-34 
A . F . Vass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1934-35 
L . A . Moorehouse . . . . . . . . .  1935-36 
G . M . Pederson . . . . . . . . . . .  1936-37 
E . F . Dummeier . . . . . . . . . . .  1937-38 
Cruz Venstron . . . . . . . . . . . .  1938-39 
E . L . Potter . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1939-40 
M . R . Benedict . . . . . . . . . . . .  1940-41 
R . R . Renne . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  194142 
Rex E . Willard . . . . . . . . . . . .  1942-43 
Karl Brandt . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1943-44 
George W . Barr . . . . . . . . . . .  1944-45 
Marion Clawson . . . . . . . . . .  194546 
Phil S . Eckert . . . . . . . . . . . .  194647 
D . Barton DeLoach . . . . . . . .  1947-48 
H . R . Wellman . . . . . . . . . . . .  1948-49 
E . J . Bell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1949-50 
R . T . Burdick . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1950-51 
Sidney M . Hoos . . . . . . . . . . .  1951-52 
M . M . Kelso . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1952-53 
Howard G . Mason . . . . . . . . .  1953-54 
Raymond G . Bressler, J r  . . . .  1954-55 
Wendell Calhoun . . . . . . . . . .  1955-56 
G.B.Wood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1956-57 
H.R.Stucky . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1957-58 
Roy E . Huffman . . . . . . . . . . .  1958-59 
E . J . Working . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1959-60 
R . E . Seltzer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1960-61 
William E . Folz . . . . . . . . . . .  1961-62 
Emery N . Castle . . . . . . . . . .  1962-63 
Andrew Vanvig . . . . . . . . . . .  1963-64 
Roger W . Gray . . . . . . . . . . . .  1964-65 
C . 0 . McCorkle, J r  . . . . . . . . .  1965-66 

. . . . . . . . .  Jimmye S Hillman 1966-67 
S . C . Smith .............. 1967-68 
James M . Nielson . . . . . . . . .  1968-69 
James St  . Clair . . . . . . . . . . .  1969-70 
Ben C . French . . . . . . . . . . . .  1970-71 
B . Delworth Gardner ...... 197 1-72 

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . R J McConnen 1972-73 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . A N Halter 1973-74 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Walter Butcher 1974-75 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Harold Carter 1975-76 
. . . . . . . . . . .  William Martin 1976-77 

. . . . . .  Norman K Whittlesey 1977-78 
L . M . Eisgruber . . . . . . . . . . .  1978-79 
Robert Young . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1979-80 
J . C . Anderson . . . . . . . . . . . .  1980-81 
Bruce R . Beattie . . . . . . . . . .  1981-82 
LeRoy F . Rogers . . . . . . . . . .  1982-83 
Thomas S . Clevenger . . . . . .  1983-84 
Harry P . Mapp, Jr . . . . . . . . .  1984-85 
F . Larry Leistritz . . . . . . . . .  1985-86 

. . . . . . . . . .  Glenn A Helmers 1986-87 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Oscar R Burt 1987-88 

Kenneth Casavant . . . . . . . .  1988-89 
. . . . . .  . C Richard Shumway 1989-90 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Marc A Johnson 1990-91 
. . . . . . . . . . .  . A Gene Nelson 1991-92 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rulon D Pope 1992-93 
. . . . . . . . . .  Douglas L Young 1993-94 

Dale J . Menkhaus . . . . . . . . .  1994-95 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harry W Ayer 1995-96 

. . . . . . . .  Vicki A McCracken 1996-97 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Bruce A Weber 1997-98 

. . . . . . . . .  . Cole R Gustafson 1998-99 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Paul N Wilson 1999-00 

. . . . . . . . .  Andrew P Barkley 2000-01 
. . . . . . . . . . .  Steven C Blank 2001-02 

. . . . . . . . . .  . Ray G Huffaker 2002-03 
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Past Editors 
Western Journal of Agricultural Economics. 1977-91 

Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics. 1992-2003 

. Peter J Barry . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. H a n y  P Mapp. Jr . . . . . . . . . .  

James N . Trapp (associate) . . 
Darrell L . Hueth . . . . . . . . . . .  
Richard S . Johnston . . . . . . . .  
David A . Bessler . . . . . . . . . . .  
C . Richard Shumway . . . . . . .  
Douglas L . Young . . . . . . . . . .  
David W . Price . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  . Jeffrey T LaFrance 1992-94 
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Myles J Watts 1992-94 

Daniel J . Bernardo . . . . . . . . .  1995 
. . . . . . . . . . .  . B Wade Brorsen 1995-97 

J . Scott Shonkwiler . . . . . . . . .  1998-00 
. . . . . . . . .  . Gary D Thompson 2001-03 

Satheesh Aradhyula (co-ed.) . . 2001-03 
George B . Frisvold (co.ed.) . . .  2001-03 
Russell E . Tronstad (co-ed.) . . 2001-03 
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Minutes of 2003 
WAEA Joint Executive Committee and 

Executive Council Meeting 
Adam's Mark Hotel, Denver, Colorado 

July 12,2003 

Call to Order and Introductions 

Chair, Ray Huffaker, called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. The participants in attendance 
were as follows: 

Name Title 

Steve Blank 
Ray HufTaker 
Ted Schroeder 
E. Bruce Godfrey 
Dana Hoag 
Dawn Thilmany 
Gary Thompson 
James Mintert 
DeeVon Bailey 
Larry Van Tassell 
Tom Marsh 
Gary Brester 
Eric Schuck 
Cheryl DeVuyst 
Phil Wandschneider 
Ruby Ward 

Past President, 2001-02* 
President, 2002-03* 
President-Elect, 2004-05* 
President, 2003-04* 
Vice President, 2003-04* 
Secretary-Treasurer* 
Outgoing JARE Editor* 
Director, 2001-03* 
Incoming JARE Editor* 
Director, 2002-04* 
Director, 2002-04* 
Vice President, 2002-03* 
Council 
Council 
Council 
Council 

University of California-Davis 
Washington State University 
Kansas State University 
Utah State University 
Colorado State University 
Colorado State University 
University of Arizona 
Kansas State University 
Utah State University 
University of Idaho 
Kansas State University 
Montana State University 
Colorado State University 
North Dakota State University 
Washington State University 
Utah State University 

*Executive Committee Member 

Reports 

Ray Huffaker opened the meeting by passing out the agenda to all in attendance. 
Dawn Thilmany referred to the minutes of the 2002 Council/Executive Meeting. The 

minutes were accepted unanimously by voice vote. 
Dawn Thilmany handed out a Membership Report with membership detailed by year and 

by state, with JARE subscription numbers. Dawn noted that the membership decrease be- 
tween 2002 and 2003 is due to two factors. First, 40-50 additional memberships are expected 
before the end of the year. Also, Steve Blank purchased complimentary memberships for a 
large block of UC-Davis graduate students in 2002, and no similar membership drive took 
place in 2003. 

The Finance Report was presented by Dawn Thilmany. It was noted that WAEA's net 
worth has stabilized after increasing for several years, due to new expenditures resulting 
from recent Executive Council initiatives. The only other issue of concern is how to handle 
past-due JARE page charges, and those authors who are difficult to find and invoice. Speci- 
fically, how long should those accounts payable be held before they are considered bad debt? 
Discussion about a potential policy for page charges followed. JARE editor Gary Thompson 
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stated it was important to maintain open communication between the Secretary-Treasurer 
and the Editor's office, to assure the Editor's office is aware ofpast-due accounts. Steve Blank 
moved to make it a policy for the institution of origin (where the author is located a t  time of 
publication) to be the secondary claim for author(s)' page charges if they become delinquent. 
Bruce Godfrey seconded. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Larry Van Tassell moved to accept the membership and financial reports. Bruce Godfrey 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Eric Schuck presented the Teller's Report. A total of 130 ballots were received for election 
of officers and directors, representing about 20% of the membership. Ballots were accepted 
via e-mail again this year, but few members (only three) chose to use that option. The results 
of the voting were: President-Elect, Ted Schroeder; Vice President, Dana Hoag; and Directors 
(2003-05), Penelope Diebel and Paul Patterson. Eric Schuck also reported that several 
nominations were entered on the ballots. Gary Brester moved to accept the Teller's Report. 
Phil Wandschneider seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Gary Brester gave the Selected Papers Report. He reported that there were 78 submissions, 
with 72 acceptances for the program. With two papers withdrawn, 70 papers were scheduled 
to be presented in 19 WAEA meeting sessions. Gary noted his appreciation to the anonymous 
reviewers who assisted with the process. 

This year, Ray Huffaker managed and coordinated the WAEA awards. He stated that this 
project was successful because of the tireless efforts of the following subcommittee chairs: 

Eric Schuck (Colorado State University) for Outstanding Undergraduate Instructor, 
less than 10 years; 

William Amspacher (Cal Poly San Luis Obispo) for Outstanding Undergraduate 
Instructor, more than 10 years; 

Mike Boland (Kansas State University) for Outstanding Extension Program; 

Cheryl DeVuyst (North Dakota State University) for Outstanding Master's Thesis; 

Jay Noel (Cal Poly San Luis Obispo) for Outstanding Published Research Award; 

Gary Thompson (University of Arizona) led the JARE Editorial Board in selecting 
the outstanding JARE article for 2002. 

There were 15 theses submitted for consideration, but only two complete teaching award 
packets for those with under 10 years of experience. Given these low numbers, Steve Blank 
moved that the Executive Council members be charged with nominating a t  least one person 
from their respective institutions each year for an award. Bruce Godfrey seconded. Discus- 
sion followed. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Steve Blank presented a report on the initial year of the Distinguished Scholar award. 
Discussion on how to promote and structure the awards followed. Steve Blank moved that 
no more than five scholars be recognized each year. Phil Wandschneider seconded. DeeVon 
Bailey suggested a friendly amendment that up to 10 scholars be accepted in just 2004. After 
Steve Blank accepted the friendly amendment for consideration, Phil Wandschneider seconded 
the amendment. The amended motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

With respect to the Distinguished Scholar award, Dana Hoag moved to change the 20-year 
WAEA membership requirement to 20 years of significant contribution to WAEA. Steve 
Blank seconded. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Dana Hoag presented a Western Economics Forum report. WAEA is approaching the time- 
line originally approved by the Council with respect to the initial publication of the Forum. 
Larry Van Tassell moved to continue indefinitely with the Forum in its current format, with 
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an editorial policy to be determined at the 2004 Council meeting. Bruce Godfrey seconded. 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Gary Thompson presented the JARE Editor's Report. He emphasized the diversity of 
submissions by geography and success of the reviewer payments. His recent proposal to 
Blackwell Press for them to assume publication of the Journal received an initial no, but 
opened the door for further justification ifwe can show more revenue potential. As this is the 
second negative response to publishingfrom a major distributor, after Oxford, Gary solicited 
ideas on how to be more successful with increasing the distribution of JARE. Discussion 
followed about the perceived need for a bigger publisher. Ray Huffaker proposed that Gary 
continue in discussion with Blackwell. DeeVon Bailey presented the report from the new 
Editor's office at  Utah State University. The incoming editors' visit to Arizona was very 
useful in making a smooth transition. Gary Thompson moved to give a bonus to the technical 
editor again this year. Bruce Godfrey seconded. The motion passed unanimously by voice 
vote. 

Ray Huffaker noted his sincere appreciation to the outgoing editor, Gary Thompson, and 
his editorial team. Gary Brester also shared feedback about the positive perception of the 
JARE in recent years. 

Bruce Godfrey reported that past JARE issues will be available online by mid-fall. He will 
lead WAEA's efforts to promote the CD to former subscribers and members as a way to raise 
awareness about this new resource and to recoup some of the costs of developing the elec- 
tronic version. 

The 2004 WAEA meetings will be held in Hawaii, but there is no clear host institution. 
Bruce Godfrey will organize some logistics of the meeting through Utah State University's 
conference services. 

Dana Hoag proposed meeting jointly with the WEAI in San Francisco in 2005, and inde- 
pendently in 2006 at a place to be determined. Eric Schuck seconded. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Ray Huffaker discussed the future of the Secretary-Treasurer position. Ray would like to 
consider offering some salary support for that position. Bruce Godfrey alternatively proposed 
splitting the position into two different offices. Ruby Ward moved to grant a committee, 
appointed by Bruce Godfrey, power to offer a stipend of up to $5,000 and the ability to split 
the position, if necessary. Eric Schuck seconded. The motion passed unanimously by voice 
vote. 

No further items of business were raised. Ray Huffaker adjourned the meeting at  5:20 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn D. Thilmany 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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