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PREFACE        '' ^ X'JX^. 

This publication is intended to supply an^Áccoimt of the extent and dis- 
tribution of the major agricultural land uses and a general analysis of the 
land use situation in the United States as of 195^» It is one of a series of 
publications published at intervals that show acreages of land used for crops, 
pastures and grazing, forests and woodlands, and other purposes. Because of 
the need for fairly complete information on all land used for agriculture, 
both in farms and not in farms, this survey was made for 195^, the year in 
which data for the farm census were obtained, A previous publication, "Major 
Uses of Land in the united States," carried data for 1950, 

The many persons who are interested in appraising land use, farm produc- 
tion, and consumption of farm products and making studies of land requirements 
will find the information contained herein of use. The data will help the 
user to (l) see the land used in agriculture in historical perspective, (2) 
measure current changes, and (3) judge projected requirements for the future. 

A brief digest of the basic data for the various major uses of land is 
presented along with 21 summary tables for the United States as a whole and 
for the major geographic divisions and farm-production regions. This is fol- 
lowed by a series of 22 tables on major uses of land by States, as grouped by 
regions. 

Reports, records, aerial photographs, and maps prepared by Federal and 
State agencies that deal with agricultural statistics, forestry, conservation, 
land improvement, and management of public land provided much of the data on 
major uses of land. Several agencies in the Department of Agriculture collect 
data on acreages of land used and inqproved for specific purposes, and other 
agencies in the Department are interested in and make use of these data. 
To provide total estimates of major uses of land, it is necessary, however, 
to assemble and analyze the data on use of land from the various State and 
Federal sources and to fit the segments together. The gaps in the data 
assembled from available reports and records are filled so far as possible 
by cooperative projects with State agricultural experiment stations and other 
agencies. 

It is not possible here to give adequate recognition to all State and 
Federal workers who aided significantly in this study. The references cited 
indicate to a limited extent the sources consulted. Special assistance was 
received from M. L. Upchurch and Adon Poli on western rangelands; B. T. Inman, 
A. J. Walrath, and W. H. Heneberry on land use data for the Lake States; 
M. M. Tharp, L. A. Reuss and J. H. Southern on information on pasture and 
grazing land in the Southern States. 
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MAJOR USES OF LAND IH THE UNITED STATES 

Suœmary for 19b^ 

By 

Hugh H « Wooten and James R. Anderson;i agricultural economists 
Production Economics Research Branch 

Agricultural Research Service 

THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE 

The hQ States 

Present land use >- The inventory of major uses of land in the United 
States shows that the land of the Nation is made up of one-fourth cropland, 
one-half pasture and grazing landj» and one-sixth forest not pastured« The 
rest is in service and miscellaneous other uses. The acreage of cropland 
used for domestic production is a little more than 2 acres per capita, and 
open or nonforested pasture totals about 4 acres per person. 

In 195**^/ the major uses of land were as follows: Cropland, incluàing 
66 million acres of cropland used only for pasture, tó5 million acres; pas- 
ture and grazing land, 93^ million acres, of which 633 million acres were 
open grassland and 301 million acres were woodland and forest land; forest 
not pastured, 31^ million acres; special uses, such as urban areas, hij^ways, 
parks, and other public facilities, 110 million acres; and miscellaneous 
other land, 8l million acres (table 1 and fig. 1; see also appendix tables 
22 to 29). The present distribution of these major uses of land among the 
farm production regions is shown in figure 2. 

All of the cropland is in farms. About 62 percent, or !^8l million 
acres, of pasture and grazing land is in farms and 3^3 million acres are not 
in farms. Nearly a third, or 197 million acres, of woodland and forest is 
in farms (table 2). Much of this acreage is scattered among many farms in 
woodlots and small tracts. Other farm areas include farmsteads, feed lots, 
storage yards, small orchards, and gardens for home use. 

Data assembled in recent agricultural studies indicate that nearly 88 
percent of the feed supply obtained from pasture is produced on pasture in 
farms, and that the remaining 12 percent is produced on grazing land not in 
farms. 1/ One-third of the pasture feed is fxirnished by rotation or cropland 
pastureT Open permanent pasture in farms supplies more than ^0 percent. 
Woodland pasture in farms furnishes 8 percent of the pasture forage, and 
aftermath pasture 8 percent. 

1/ Jennings, R.D., Relative Use of Feeds by Livestock Including Pasture 
by States. U. S. Dept. Agr. Statis. Bui. 153> 59 pp., illus., 19>5- 
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Table 1*- Major uses of all land In continental United States, 1954 l/ 

Land use Acreage Percentage 
of total 

Million 
acres Percent 

Land used for crops, pasture, and forest: 

Cropland used chiefly for crops: 
Cropland harvested, failure, and fallow—— — 
Land in soil-improvement crops and idle cropland 

not harvested or pastured-—————•—....... 

Total 2/ ——  

Cropland used only for pasture--——————  

Total cropland available for crops———— 

Pasture and grazing land, not cropland and not woodland- 

Woodland and forest: 3/ 
Pastured-—-— ———— — ——— — 
Not pastured--— ——-—— ——.^————— 

380 20.0 

19 1.0 

399 21.0 

66 3.k 

tó5 2k.k 

633 33.2 

Total- 

Special use 4/--- 
Miscellaneous 5/- 

301 15.8 
16.5 

615 32.3 

110 
81 

5.8 
»^.3 

Grand total- 1,904 100.0 

1/ For data on each major use for each State and Territory, see table 3 and appendix 
table 22, 

2/ Total cropland used chiefly for crops in 195^ includes cropland harvested (includ- 
ing crops, gardens, and orchards not otherwise reported, and wild hay harvested); crop 
failure; summer fallow; cropland in soil-improvement and cover crops not harvested or 
pastured, or used for another crop; and temporarily idle cropland. 

3/ Woodland and forest, excluding 26 million acres withdrawn from primary forest use 
for parks and other special public-use areas, and duplications of ^  million acres with 
pasture (not woodland) reported by the 195^ Agricultural Census. The total woodland 
and forest area as of January 1, 195'3 was approximately 648 million acres, according 
to the preliminary report of the U. S. Forest Service, Timber Resource Review, 1955. 

k/  Urban and town areas, farmsteads and farm roads and lanes, highway and railroad 
rights-of-way, airports, parks, wildlife refuges, national defense areas, flood- 
ccntrol areas, and other special-use areas. 

5/ Includes miscellaneous unaccounted-for areas not included among other major uses, 
including marshes, bare rock areas, deserts, sand dunes, and other lands which now 
generally have low value for agricultural pvirposes but which have social utility for 
wildlife and recreational use and potential value for minerals. 

Estimates based on data assembled from current records and reports of State and 
Federal agencies dealing with agriculture and public land management, and from the 
reports of the Bureau of the Census for the 1954 Census of Agriculture. 
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Table 2.- Major uses of land in farms anâ not in farms, continental 
United States, 195^ 

Land use 

îropland: 
Used chiefly for crops- 
Used only for pasture- 

Total l/. 

»asture and grazing land: 
Open pasture and grazing land- 
Woodland pastiired-——^--—— 

Total- 

ores t and woodland not pastured---- 
peclal use areas and miscellaneous 
other land-——----——.—----^ 

Grand total- 

In farms : Not in 
farms 

Total 
acreage 

IPercentage 
! of total 

Million 
acres 

399 
66 

Million 
acres 

Million 
acres 

399 

Percent 

21.0 

46«=i 

1*60 
121 

1*65 

173 
180 

633 
joi 

2U.U 

33.2 
15V8 

"¡^m^ 
16 

V36 

238 i/ 31U 

6/191 

»9.0 

16.5 

10.1 

1,158 7k6 1,901* 100.0 

Acreages of crop- 1/ Total acreages of land are for the calendar-year 195U, 
and and pasture are for 1954. 

2/ Land not in farms estimated to have beennsahle for grazing at some time 
uring the year 195I*. 
j/ The total woodland and forest land in fanns and not in farms, including 
hat pastured and not pastured, covers about 615 million acres, including 
ommercial forest and noncommercial woodland, and exclusive of forested areas 
et apart for parks and other special uses and overlaps with pasture (not 
oodland). 
¿/Farmsteads, feet lots, lanes, ditches, farm roads, highways, and miscel- 
aneous other areas In farms. 
¿/ Other land not in farms includes urban and town areas, highway and rail- 
oad rlghts-of-way, parks, wildlife refuges, national defense areas, flood- 
Dntrol areas, other special-use areas, and miscellaneous other areas not in 
arms. 
6/ Special uses and miscellaneous unaccounted-for areas, including marshes, 
are rock areas, sand dunes, and deserts. 

Estimates of major iisea of land in continental united States based on data 
ïsembled by the Production Economics Research Branch, Agricultural Research 
srvice, land use inventory project, 1955; from reports of the 195!* Census 
-Agriculture; and reports and records of the Federal and State land mânage- 
înt and conservation agencies/ 
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Trends in land use«- Although the total acreages of cropland, pasture, 
and grazing land have not changed greatly since 1920/ there have been sig- 
nificant changes within and among the major use classes. Foremost among 
these trends has been a gradual iisproven^nt of land for crops and permanent 
pastures by drainage, flood control. Irrigation, and clearing. Substantial 
shifts also have been made between uses in some regions. For example, crop- 
land is increasingly concentrated oh fertile and level land. Hilly and 
eroded land is being shifted to grass and trees. Shift of crops to the 
better soil areas has helped to increase average yields per acre. More of 
the acreage of grazing land is now reported in farms than ever before. This 
shift of grazing land to farms has been especially noticeable since 19^0, 
and it has served to Increase the acreage in farms. 

Significant changes have occurred also in certain areas in the acreage 
and number of farms absorbed by urban, indiistrial, and other developments. 
Not only has land been shifted to nonfarm uses, but in addition, fringe areas 
have been partly abandoned or are only partially used because of the avail- 
ability of more attractive nonfarm employment. 

Study of available data on land development and shifts between major 
uses indicates that by 1975, the acreage in the total cropland rotation will 
probably increase by about 6 or 7 percent, if the trend of the last 15 years 
continues. Projection of the recent trend in land development and conversion 
indicates that by 1975^ the total cropland area will include around 500 to 
510 million acres. This will be an Increase of 30 million acres or more over 
the average acreage used in the 1950*s. 2/ Much of this increase - possibly 
more than half - is likely to come about"by transfer of some of the best 
soil areas that are now in permanent grassland pasture to the cropland rota- 
tion. It will not necessarily be new land development, in the same sense as 
clearing and drainage of wet woodland, or clearing and irrigation of dry 
sagebrush land, is new land development. 

Even though some permanent grassland pasture may be shifted to the crop- 
land rotation by 1975^ inrproved permanent pasture will probably increase by 
about 25 percent, or 50 to 60 million acres. Here again, much of this in- 
crease will not be a net addition to the total acreage of pasture and grazing 
land. Instead, it wil! be the result of reseeding and improvea^nt of exist- 
ing pas tur eland. The total land available for pasttare and grazing (exclusive 
of rotation pasture), however, may decline slightly by 1975V 

Review of our land resources indicates that future requirements for land 
likely will be met by the continuation of land improvement and development iû 
their various forms and by iœprovement in farming practices that will bring 
higher production per acre and per animal unit. 

A projected need for an increase by 1975 of 30 to 35 percent in feed 
from pastoire and grazing land, if obtaihed without an increase in yield per 

2/ Wooten, H. H., and Anderson, James R., Agricultural Land Resources in 
the united States, with Special Reference to Present and Potential Cropland 
and Pasture. U. S. Dept. Agr., Agr. Inform. Bui. 1^*0, 107 pp., illus., 1955* 
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acre, would call for a conrparable increase of 30 to 35 percent in acreage, 
or 300 to 35Ó million acres • ¿/ A look at these figures and at those for 
other needs, such as the need for crops and forests, indicates that an in- 
crease of this size in the acreage of pasture is improbable if other impor- 
tant land uses are to be met • Accordingfly, requirements for pasture feed 
may need to be met by increasing production on about the same total acreage 
used in 195^. 

The total forest area possibly will be maintained at about the present 
level through a decrease in the acreage classed as pasture and grazing land. 
Clearing, however, will occur in some areas and reforestation will proceed 
in others. The clearing wiU be influenced to a considerable extent by the 
suitability of the land for cultivation or pasture. The total area of crop- 
land, including rotation pasture, likely will be increased by land develop- 
ment and shift of permanent grassland pasture to the cropland rotation. The 
area devoted to urban and industrial uses and other hig|h-value piurposes, 
such as highways, airports, reservoirs, and recreation, probably will also 
increase materially by 1975 to meet the needs of an expanding population. 

Ownership and use of land.- More than 70 percent of the land area of 
continental united States is privately owned; 3 percent is Indian tribal and 
trust-allotted land; and 27 percent is publicly owned and administered by 
Federal, State, county, municipal, and other local governments. A large 
part of the public land consists of remnants of the original western public 
domain. Much of the publicly owned land is used for special public uses, 
which include parks, wildlife refuges, watershed and reservoir sites, high- 
ways, airports, military areas, and other public facilities. Multiple uses 
are especially significant on areas tbAt are suitable for forestry, grazing, 
wildlife, and watershed protection. Only a relatively small part of the 
publicly owned land is used as cropland. However, 60 percent is iwed for 
seasonal grazing and 20 percent for forests, often in conjunction with other 
extensive m\ü.tiple uses. 

The Territories 

The major uses of land in the Territories as of 1950, when the last 
census of agriculture was taken, are shown in table 3, In Alaska, cropland 
and pasture make up a very small part of thé land area• Land not in farms 
is largely undeveloped forest, tundra, and grassland. In Hawaii, cropland 
accounts for about a tenth; grassland and brushland pasture coiqprise a fifth; 
and forest and woodland make up three-tenths of the total area. Other land 
includes a considerable acreage of nonvegetated lava flows and unusable 
palls, gulches, and streambeds. In Puerto Rico, cropland accounts for more 
than three-fifths of the land area. About half of it is used for crops and 
the other half for pasture. Grassland and brushland pasture and forest and 

¿/ Estimates based chiefly on data contained in the following U. S.Dept. 
of Agriculture publications and sources cited thereim Wooten, H. H., Major 
Uses of Land in the United States, Tech. Bui. 1082, 100 pp., illus., 1953; 
and Agriculture's Capacity to Produce - Possibilities Under Specified Condi- 
tions, Agr. Inform. Biü.. 82, 62 pp., illus., 1952. 
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Table 3*- Major ixses of land. Territories of the United States, 1950 

Territory 

Total 
cropland 
and 
arable 
land 1/ 

Grassland 
and brush* 
land pasture, 
excluding 
cropland 
pasture 

Forest 
and 

wood* 
land 

i/ 

other 
land 

y 

Total 
land 
area 

Alaska——  

American Samoa- 

Guam--—  

Hawaii  

Puerto Rico  

Virgin Islands- 

Total"  

1,000 
acres 

12 

15 

35 

1*65 

1,367 

16 

1,000 
acres 

363 

5^ 

796 

152 

21 

1,000 
acres 

153,008 

30 

32 

1,211 

218 

27 

1,000 
acres 

212,099 

k 

10 

1,628 

If 62 

20 

1,000 
acres 

365,^2 

U9 

131 

U,100 

2,199 

84 

1,910 1,386 154,526   214,223    372,045 

1/ For Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands, total cropland in- 
cludes cropland harvested, crop failure, cropland idle, fallow, cropland in soil- 
improvement crops, cropland for future harvest, and cropland pastured• Cropland 
pastured includes cropland that was used for pasture but that could have been 
used for crops without additional clearing, draining, and irrigating. For Amer- 
ican Samoa and Guam, arable land includes land planted to crops, land tenqporarily 
fallow, temporary meadows, garden land, and land under tree crops* 

2/ For Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands, grassland and other 
pasture includes rough areas and brushland pastured and any other land pastured 
that was not considered as either woodland or cropland* For American Samoa and 
Guam, all land classified as permanent meadows and pasture is included. 

3/ Includes forest and woodland pastured and not pastured • 
y  Other land includes all unaccounted-for land areas, including urban and 

special-use areas, grassland areas not in farms, tundra, nonvegetated lava 
flows, sandy beaches, and rock areas« 

Data for cropland and pasture for Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico and Virgin 
Islands obtained from the M.  S• Census of Agriculture, 1950, v, 1, pt. 3^* 
All data for American Samoa and Guam and acreages of forest land for all ter- 
ritories are from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
Yearbook of Food and Agricultural Statistics, 1951, v. 5, pt. 1. Although 
a census of agriculture was not taken for the Territories in 1954, a special 
report was published as Vol. Ill, Part 3, of the 1954 Census of Agriculture, 
mxis publication brings together statistics relating to agricultural inventories 
and production for Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, District of Columbia, American 
Samoa, Guam, and Virgin Islands. 
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woodland each account for about a tenth of the total area. Other land, in- 
cluding that occupied by huildings, roads, cities and towns, and wasteland, 
comprises the remaining fifth. American Samoa, Guam, and the Virgin Islands 
are small tropical islands with relatively little commercial agriculture, ex- 
cept for some sugarcane produced in the Virgin Islands. 

SPECIFIC USES 

CroT)land 

In 195^1 the total acreage of cropland amounted to if65 million acres. 
Cropland used for crops totaled 38O million acres, of which 338 million acres 
were in cropland harvested, 4k/ 29 million acres were cultivated summer fallow, 
and 13 million acres were crop failure. Also included in total cropland are 
19 million acres of cropland in soil-improyement crops or idle, and 66 million 
acres of cropland used only for pasture (table 4). 

Cro-land used for crops.- Cropland used for crops averaged 38O million 
acres for the 5 years 1950-5^^ as conç)ared with 376 million acres for the 
igk^^kS period. Since World War II, the acreage of cropland used for crops 
has fluctuated from a low of 369 million acres in 1914-6 to a high of 387 
million acres in 19l*'9. Over a longer period of time, cropland used for crops 
has remained relatively stable. Since the end of World War I, fluctuation 
rather than progressive change has characterized the period (table 5). 

(1) Cropland harvested.- Although the acreage of cropland used for 
crops averaged 1^^ million acres more for the period 1950-5^ than for the 19^5- 
1+9 period, the acreage of cropland from which crops were harvested averaged 
7 million acres less for 1950-5'^ than for 19^5-1*^9. The 5-year average for 
1950-5^ was 339 million acres compared with 3lf6 million acres for 19^5-^9. 
Thus the increase in the acreage of cropland xised for crops is accounted for 
by increases in crop failure and fallow which more than offset the decline in 
harvested area. 

Several factors account for the decline in the acreage of cropland 
harvested. Acreage allotments in effect for certain crops in some years from 
1950 to 195^ affected the acreage of cropland harvested. Diversion of acreage 
in wheat, cotton, and corn to other crops accounted for much of the acreage 
on which allotments applied. Some of this diversion, however, was to such 
uses as rotation pasture, soil-improvement crops, and idle cropland. Avail- 
ability of urban eœjïloyment has been a factor in the decline in cropland 

U/ This estimate of cropland harvested made by the Production Economics Re- 
search Branch, Agricultural Research Service, is an upward adjustment of ap- 
proximately 2 percent in the acreage of cropland harvested reported by the 
195^ Census of Agriculture,. This adjustment was necessary in order to compen- 
sate for some of thé underenumeration Indicated by the postenumeration survey 
conducted by the Bureau of the Census and to conform with the total acreage of 
crops harvested as reported by the Agricultural Estimates Division of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service. 
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Table v.- Cropland: Cropland harvested, failure, fallow, pasture, idle 
and other cropland, continental United States, 195^ 

Land use           : ;   Acreage   !   Percentage 
^          .    of total 

1            • 

Cropland used for crops: 
Harvested l/------"-----------------^ 
Grcç failure 2/———————-—— 
Sunaner fállov^—"-—- —.—- 

:   Million 
!    acres        Percent 

'i          338          73 
!     13           3 
:     29           6 

Total—"———..^.———.—.— :    380           82 

Cropland used for pasture U/-——--—--•- 

Other cropland ¿/—-^—-————-—..*j 

j     66          lit 

:     19           h 

Grand total—-—-----——--—— Í    ^65           100 

1/ An upward adjustment of about 2 percent in the acreage of cropland har- 
vested reported by the U.S. Census of Agriculture was made to compensate for 
some of the underenumeration indicated by the postenxxmeration survey conducted 
by the U. S .Bureau of the Census. Cropland harvested includes 12 million 
acres of wild bay cut. 

2/ Cropland on which there was complete crop failure^ not harvested, pas- 
tured, or planted in another crop * 
^Cropland cultivated to conserve moisture or kill weeds, or otherwise 

prepared for a crop* 
^/ Cropland used for pasture includes rotation pasture and other pasture- 

land used for cultivated crops. However, it does not include all plowable 
pasture/ 
¿/ Other cr<^lañd includes idle cropland and the acreage in cover and soil- 

inqprovement crops not harvested, or pastured and not plowed under and used 
for aisothe re rcq? during the crop year ^ 

These estimates, which were assentoled by the Production Economics Research 
Branch, Agricultural Research Service, are based on annual reports and records 
of the Agricultural Eatimates Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, and 
on the U.S. Census of Agriculture, 1954. 

harvested in areas where industry is well developed. Urban and industrial ex- 
pansion into rural areas is also taking crppland out of production in some 
areas. Shifts in type of farming with greater eirgjhasis on livestock and less 
on cotton have accotmted for reductions in the acreage of cropland harvested 
in some parts of the South. Reversion of cropland to brush and forest is also 
taking place in some areas. 
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Table 5.- Cropland used for crops, continental United Stiates, 1909-55 

Total crop- •  Index 

Year  ' Cropland  : ¡  Crop    : Sximmer  ; land used * 191*7-1*9*100 Jtwajb   ^ 
harvested l/ {failure 2/ : fallow 2/ : for crops :    y 

Million Million Million Million 
:    acres 

:    311 

acres 

9 

acres 

k 

acres 

1909-—i 321* 86 
1910 : :    317 9 k 330 87 
1911 ! !    322 10 5 337 89 
1912 : :    320 12 5 337 89 
1913-—! !    32U 11 5 31*0 90 
1914 : :    326 11 5 31*2 90 
1915—-! !    332 11 5 3U8 92 
1916——i !    332 11 5 31*8 92 
1917-—! !    3^*1 11 5 357 91* 
1918 ¡ Î    353 12 5 370 98 
1919-—i t    355 Ik 5 371* 99 
1920^ ! :    351 12 5 368 97 
1921——■ :    350 12 6 368 97 
1922- ¡ i          3k6 13 6 365 96 
1923—-! I          3i*5 Ik 6 365 96 
1924-—: ;          Zk6 13 6 365 96 
1925-—! !       351 12 7 370 98 
1926—— !       350 Ik 8 372 98 
1927-— !       31*9 15 9 373 98 
1928-— :    352 Ik 10 376 99 
1929-— !       356 13 10 379 100 
1930-— :    360 11 11 382 101 
1931-—. :    356 17 11 381* 101 
1932—- Í    361 11 12 381* 101 
I933-— !    331 33 11* 378 100 
193»^-—. :    296 6k 15 375 99 ■ 
1935—-. !    336 25 16 377 100 
1936-— :    ^ k3 18 375 99 
1937-— !    338 21 20 379 100 
1938—- s    5kO 13 19 372 98 
1939-— :          321 21 21 363 96 
I9to  i          331 16 21 368 97 
1941-— s    335 12 20 367 97 
1942-— :    339 11 20 370 98 
1943-— :    3W 12 17 377 100 
194i^__- 5    353 10 16 379 100 
19J^5  :    3^*5 9 18 372 98 
191^6-— :    3*^2 8 19 369 97 
191*7-— :    3U6 8 19 373 98 
19U8-— :    3^7 9 22 378 100 
19U9—- !    352 9 26 387 102 

-^ Continiieâ 
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Table 5•- Cropland used for crops, continental united States, 1909-55 
- continued 

ïear ; i  Cropland  : !  Crop    ! !  SunBner  : '.   Total crop- ', '.      Index 

! harvested l/ : ! failure 2/ j ! fallow ¿/ ! :     land used .19l^7-i^9=100 
.  for crops . :   y 

!   HiUton Million Million Million 
;   acres acres acres acres 

1950  !    337 12 29 378 100 
1951—-! t    336 18 28 382 101 
1952-—. :    3IH 11 28 380 100 
1953— s    341 13 26 380 100 
195U-— :    338 13 29 380 100 
1955 1/- Î          333 

! 
17 28 378 100 

l/ Includes cropland from which one or more crops were harvested. Cropland 
used for soil-iinprovement crops which was not harvested or pastured and idle 
cropland are not included. Acreages in farm gardens, minor crops, and small 
farm orchards are only partially included in cropland*harve6ted in some years. 

2/ Estimates based on acreages reported by the Census of Agriculture, 1925- 
U57 and annual estimates of crop losses by the former Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics and the Agricultural Marketing Service. Acreage of hay land that 
produced nothing except pasture in some dry seasons is not included in acre- 
age losses. 
¿/ Estimates of acreage of siammer fallow were made only for the geographic 

divisions that lie west of the Mississippi River. Prom 19^*5 to 19i^8, esti- 
mates of fallow were based chiefly on acreages seeded to wheat on summer 
fallow land as estimated by the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics and 
based on data issued by the Great Plains Council. For 19Î1-9 and subsequent 
years, estimates of fallow were based partly on the 1950 and 1954 Censuses of 
Agriculture, estimates of wheat seeded on summer fallow made by the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service, and data issued annually by the Great Plains Council. 
Estimates for years prior to 19^5 were built up from fragmentary data avail- 
able in the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

|f/ Index numbers computed from unrounded data. 
¿/ Preliminary. 

(2) Crop failure.- Cropland on which crops have failed has increased 
in recent years. The 5-year average of crop failure for 1950-54 was 13 mil- 
lion acres coaipared with 9 million acres for the period 1945-49 • Failure of 
crops comes about mainly because of adverse weather, althougji insects and di- 
seases may also cause damage. Most of the crop failure occurs in the Great 
Plains and Mountain States. Between 1950 and 1954, nearly three-fourths of 
the total estimated crop failure was located in these l4 States. Drought is 
the chief causé of crop failure for the country as a whole, although other 
causes, such as floods, frost, hail, and grasshoppers, are at times signifi- 
cant in some areas. 
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(3) Cropland fallowed>- Cultivated suPMaaer fallow has increased ap- 
preciably since the end of World War IlV This crcqpping practice^^^^^ 
in subhiimid and semiarid regions when ssall grains are produced without irri- 
gation* In these areas, rainfall may be insufficient for a crcq? each year 
and ejqperience has proved that increases infields result from fallowing land 
before small grains are planted. Therefore, such land is ordinarily con- 
sidered as a part of the cropland used for crops • 

Cultivated sunmer fallow reported by the 1954 Census of Agriculture 
amounted to 29 million acres* Annual estimates show an awrage of 28 million 
acres for the 5-year period 1950-5^^, as compared with 21 million acres for 
the 19^5-^9 period. 

In the war and postwar years, because of the hi^ price of wheat, 
permanent grasslands in high-risk areas have been plowed lïp for production of 
wheat. An increase in cropland fallowed has accompanied the plowing. Re- 
ports of the Census of Agrlcultiare and annual estimates of acr^^   pr^ared 
in the Agricultural llsrketing Service indirá      in recent years when 
allotments for wheat ^re in effect, the acreage of cultivated sumner fallow 
has remained high. Tlds is eacplained partly by the fact that higher yields of 
wheat are obtained on fallowed than on other cropland. 

Principal cropsharvested.- Acreages in principal crops harvested, as re- 
ported by the former Burew of Agricul^^ and the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, plus estimated acreages in fruits, tree nuts,^^ and farm 
gardens, averaged 3^7 million acres in 1951-53 • Principal crops harrosted 
amounted to 3^ million acres in 195^ and 3^0 million acres in 1955^^ ^{^^ 
Feed jprains and hay crops occiçied 213 of tiie 3W million acres in tixe  1951- 
53 period. These crops accounted for ^ million acres in 195^ and 229 mil- 
lion acres in 1955» Food CTC^ïS averagped 102 million acres in 1951-53, but 
totaled only 93 «nd 8T million acres, respectively, in 195^ and 1955. Cotton, 
flaxseed, tobacco, and a few nuLnor crops accounted for the remaining acreage. 

Significant shifts in the acreage of several crops occurred between 1951- 
53 and 195^-55. These shifta may be explained by the influence of acreage 
allotments for wheat end cotton, which were in effect in 1954 ai^ 1955 but not 
during the 1951-53 periods Sharp decreases occurred in the acreages of wheat 
end cotton • Most of tiiûe acreage diverted from these crops was used for sor- 
e^nims, barl^, oats, soybeai», and flaxseed (table 6). 

Total cropland available for crops.- The decrease in total cropland from 
i|^78 to 4*5 million acres between 19^9^and 1954 amounted to 13 million acres. 
Acreage allotments on löieat, cotton, and com timt were in effect in 1954 en- 
couraged diversion of much of the cropland used for these crops to nonallotment 
crops, but part of the acreage was diverted to pasture and partHDf it remained 
idle and fallow. 

The decrease of 3 million acres in cropland used only for pasture between 
1949 and 195^ may be eacplained partly by the fact that in 1949 crt^land used 
only for pasture ^at was not actually in rotation with crops was more fre- 
quently reported as cropland than in 1954. This shift is particularly evident 
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Table 6.- PrlMipal crops harvested, coc^imetital U^^ 
1951-53^ aûmaal 195^ and 1955 

Item 

Food crops: 

Pood grains: 
Wlieat—--——--—--—--—--• 

Buctorheat-—~————^ -— 

Total food grains——~—- 

Irish potatoes——-•———-— 
Sweetpotatoes——*-^--^ -—- 
Dry heans—-————————— 
Dry peas--———-——.——  
Siigarcane f or sugptr and seed-—— 
Sugar heets——--—---—— 
Sugarcane and sorgo sirup---—— 
Peanuts for nuts----------------- 
Soybeans for beans--^—--——-—— 
Fruits and planted mits 2/—-— 
Vegetables for fresh market 

aiwi commercial iwFocessing------- 
Farm gardens——-«-----——— 

Total food crops—-^—^—— 

Feed crops: 

Feed grains: 

Barley————----.^——— 
Sorghums except sirup——-—- 

Total feed grains———  

All toy: 
Tame ¿/-^————^———— 

Total hay——-—— —— 

Total feed crops————- 

Million acres Million acres Million acres 

66.T 
2.0 
1-5 

.2 

5^.3 
2.5 
1-7 
•2 

^7.2 
1*8 
2.1 
.1 

:      70.i* 58.7 51.2 

!       l,k 1,1* 1.1* 
:          .3 .3 .1* 
:       1.3 1.6 1.6 
'-          .3 .3 .3 
!              .3 .3 .3 
5               .7 .9 .7 
!              .1 .1 .1 
:        1.7 1.1* 1.7 
!      11*.2 17.0 18.6 
!        k,Q i*.5 ^•5 

3.9 3.9 3.8 
2.6 2-1* 2,1* 

102.0 92*8 87.0 

80.8 80.3 8Ó.0 
38.1. 1*2.3 1*0.9 
8.8 13.2 li*.3 

12.: 18^ 

153.9 

20.9 

156.1 11*0.0 

58.3 58.2 60.Ô 
14.5 13.2 12.7 

72.8 71*1* 72.7 

212.8 225.3 228.8 

-Continued 
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Table 6.- Principal crops harvested, Gontlnental united States, average 
1951-53i annual 195^ and 1955 - continued 

Item 

Other crops: 

Cotton  
Flaxseed—~—^ 
Tobacco-  
Minor crops k/- 

Total other crops *--.  

Total 59 harvested crops ¿/——— 

Total 59 harvested crops, fruits, 
planted nuts, and farm gardens— 

1951-53  :   195*» 

Million acres Million acres 

:   1955 1/ 

Million acres 

25.6 
3.9 
1.7 
1.1 

19.2 
5.6 
1.7 
1.0 

16.9 
i».9 
1.5 
1.2 

2,3 

339.7 

27.5 

338.7 

24,5 

333.3 

3^7.1 3^5.6 31*0.3 

1/ Preliminary. 

lûlt i°''^"'*^%*r^/'^"®' ^"^^^ ^''''"^' and planted nuts, as reported by the 
195^ Censúa of Agriculture, and estimates of the Production Economics Research 
Branch of acreage in orchards having less than 20 fruit or nut trees 
3/ Excluding peanut-vine hay which is largely duplicated in peanut^ picked 

or tnreshed. 

W Broomcorn, cowpeas, sweetclover seed, and timothy seed. 
|/^The acreage of the 59 principal crops excludes duplicated acreage in 

viîSîÎL«! ''ir^'''  t^^^^f clover, and lespedeza seeds, peanut vine hay, and 
yelvetbeans. Also not included are sweet corn for fresh market, some of the 
less Important commercial vegetables (282,000 acres in 1952), hops, popcorn, 
cranberries, spelt, and various legumes and other crops harvested by live- 
stoc&« 

As reported by the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics and Agricultural 
Marketing Service in Crop Production, Annual Summary, 1952-55. Estimates of 
acreage in farm gardens, fruits, and planted nuts are based on the 195U Cen- 
sus of Agriculture. ^-^   " 

in parts of^the South, where the seeding of pasture on crc^land taken out of 
''Ï^K^ri^'Î    °'' proceeded rapidly after World War II. Much of this cropland, 
which had^been seeded for only a short time when the 1950 Census of Agrlcul- 
IA^ZT  *«*«'»>*«« ï^^aioed in pasture, and by 195»*, it was generally con- 
sidered as permanent grassland pasture, o     j 
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Pasture andjSrazlñg Land 

As shown in the tabulation below, nearly a billion acres of land were 
grazed in continental united States in 195U* The acreage of land used for 
pasture and grazing in continental United States in 195^ was; 

Million acres 

Grasslands 

In farms 
Cropland used only for pasture l/—-— —    66 
Open permanent pasture—"-——--————-—--——.—  460 

Not in farms 
Grassland grazing land-   173 

Total grassland pasture and grazing land Zj ^-^      699 

Forest and woodland; 

In farms-- ^-— —-      121 
Not in farms-— -——-—-—-—   180 

Total-  -— —- - --  301 

Grand total——* - — — 1,000 

1/ Cropland used only for pasture is included also as land available for 
crops in tables 6, 22, 23, and 25. 

¿I  Includes cropland used only for pasture. 

This acreage included 699 million acres in grassland pasture and grazing land^ 
and some 301 million acres of woodland and forest grazed during part of the 
year. ¿/ Uie grassland pasture included 66 million acres of cropland used 
only for pasture. It is estimated also that some 80 to 90 millionL acres in 
planted fields are pastured for short periods each year. These include fall 

¿/ The term "grassland" or "open pasture and grazing land" includes all 
land used primarily for pasture and grazing exclusive of the woodland and 
forest pastured or grazed. It includes the shrub and brushland types of 
pasture and grazing land such as sagebrush, scattered mesquite, and some other 
shrub types in the West, and some scattered brushland pastiire in the East, 
and all tame and wild or native grasses and legumes and other forage used for 
pasture or grazing. 
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and winter pasturage of small grain, and after-harvest pasturage of wheat, 
hajr, and cornstalk etná  stubble fields. lîie acreage of crops pastured as well 
as the acreage of pasture and fisrazing land wries from year to year, depending 
on üie weather and the available f<^áge.More^ of all pasture 
and ^raiing laiad is grazed for some per^ 

At present, more than a third of the feed for livestock comes from pas- 
ture and grazing land. The average yield per acre for unimproved grazing 
land, however, is low compared with that from cropland* I^^ acreages of 
this land fiirnish pasture for only a few weeks in certain seasons of the year. 
With respect to agriculture, much of it can he used only for grazing; it Is 
not suitable for cultivated crops or for other intensive uses. Even thou^ 
pasture and grazing lands have been iinproved by seeding aid other practices, 
the increase in production from pasture has been less rapid than that from 
cropland in recent years. 

Exclusive of cropland pasture, there are aboiit 934 million acres of pas- 
tuire and grazing land. About 62 percent ie in farms and ranches• The rest 
is lar^ly piiblic land and large privately owned forest tracts not in farms.^ 
More than half of the farm and ranch pasture and iiearly 80 percent of the 
grazil^ land not in farms is in the Western Range Region, or roîi^ly west of 
the ICWäi meridian¿6/ 

More than half of the pastiire and grazing land (56.5 percent), exclusive 
of crcq?land pasture. Is in the 11 Western States .^Here about 70 percent of 
the land area is devoted to this use# Pasture and grazing land occiipies 
slightly less tJtian half the land area in the l^i^ Southern States from Virginia 
to Texas and Oklahoma, inclusive. AEproxlmately a fourth of the land in the 
Northern States is used^ for pasture end grazing lató 

Most of the forest and woodland suitable for grazing is in the Southern 
and Western States. More than halí of ishew^ area in these 
regions has st^M foragp of value for j^ of the 
grazed forest «nd woodland in the cotintry lies in ^» Western States. Only in 
some of the Souldaem States, however> does woodland used for grazing mal^ up 
às^uçh as half or more of the total pastured acreage. 

Recent shifts in acreages of pasture and grazing land exclusive of crop- 
land used only for pastiare ) 7- Acreages of ^ast^^ and grazing land" continued 
to decline somewhat from 191^9 to 195^ as additional woodland and forest areas 
were closed to grazing, and areas of young t^ree^pxrrtht^      to a point 
at which grazing was ho longer profitable y Shifts of more land to tarban and 
industrial development and other nonagriculturali^ a factor la 
the declirtó. Much pasturelaïid was seedbed end otitierwlse Ingpröved. Thus the 

£/ mçnJit k^^ the f am pasture Is iJtt the n Western S^^   An ad- 
ditional 10 percent Ues in the Great PlalM Gountles of North and South Bato 
JebMska, Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas, which are included In the Western Range 
Region. More than 75 percent of thé jprapzihg la^ in the 1^ 
Western States* 
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OTCrall cliaoges were ioüer ttoa thej^ wcHild lisve been Imd /Ubere l>een no ia- 
provenient*   llie aet resiitt oí^^^^ ims a decline <tfljid^^ 
in pasture and graad^ landj^ e»:ln6iye used on]|^ far pastm^ 

Cl) gesture in faras>- i^iocrease occurred from 1^^ 
tirpen persai^nt j^s^ far®i of kh million acres.   This increase came aiboa^ 
cMef IjF l^cause rf sbif ts of cropl«id to pasdture^ clearing ató fi^^ 
land^ trmmfér of HP^s^i3% land iK3t in farms 4io pastureland in fÄ^ re- 
classif ication t^ ttae agricultural census of 195^ of some limd classed in 1550 
SB iKKNUand and torusit as open perB^nent pasture.   The net ctmn^ in aUL pas- 
ture in fariMeiKili^ive of t^^^ for pasture vas fiOQi Increase of 
31 MtlHon acres (fig* ¥). 

C 2) RaiMeland nert in farms >- A decrease from 19*19 1» 355*^ <^ 
lion acres of grazing land iK^ in farms occurred chiefly hecaiwe of tMtnsf^ 
of land iKrt ^ farms l^o 1^     in fara^, a decrease in the acreage oT wDodland 
and fcöresl^ fipwEed, aaiid the closing erf lâepleted an^ oldher areas to grasii«. 
^aie decrease in the Jicreage of gracing land^ ^rt in farms was ctfTset to the ex- 
tent erf 31 million aci^s 1:^ 1i^ increase^^ acreage (^ pastäure in fanosv 
^us the B^t decrease in Üie acreage crfT pasture and grazi^ 
a decídase of 3 tólüott acres in cropland used only tor ^e^st^ûe^, mo^^ 
IT million acres. 

Federal aid State laiKt^ed Yor ?^MZiing>- Hearly a third erf ^he pas ture 
and^^iÎB« land ^e^l^^^ used only for pasture) is Fedei^lai^ 
State land (see tabuIatióB hele^).     in 195^# of agpproxilBately 25? œ^ 
acres of Federal laii^tíiat were classified as usable for ipc^zing ixnder permits 
and leasesjr abcmt 7 püUion acres were closed teiq^rarily^^^^t^ lEP^zlng in Wder 
to sllw for r^seeding and restoration.    IMs^ left ^^5 idllion acres in active 
use.    «ore than 90 percent of this landj^ or^1 million acres^ is piyd^licd^^ 
land in grazing dls^tadcts or public land in ^tional forests and related land 
utilizaron and otter areas ^n which established ^^1^ 
jb^ife custcmia^ under a system of permit*    More 
Iton ^^pOJO permits and leases were in vme fmm 19*^9 to 355*^*   AIIíM^^ 
use of Federal land is iiqporl»      to mai^ inM^rtdi»^   farmers and jrtinchers and 
to Idbe livestock inaWBtiy^^       certain westenireÉPtons, the feed su(5^1tedl>y 
federal grazil^ Isusd^repr^ less th»^ percènt^^^c^ forage ^req^^ 
Hwstock in the country as a wlKü       tóe contribution to tp*^ 
less tbrnu pit:^pGrtional to iÄe acreage because of ttie inherently low quali^ of 
much of tiie Federal ran^ as ccaipared with i^ 
priwite ownership. 

In addition to tiic ^1 million aci^s of Federal land läiÄt are usaible ft 
grazing i^ permit, 21 miHioB acres are leased tor ©razing^    The chief part of 
this acreage ccmsists of scattered^ ^s doÉiain land in the set- 
tled farmii^^nd ranging areas ^ which were passed oirer by hanésteaders and 
otters^    S<»ie dry land in i^liUMtion pi^Jects is leased fo^ grazi^, penâiqB 
^^el^^Ëent of ^mt^r sigg^ Borne national defense ]^uid also 
is leased aniwisllytir seasonally, w       not Ineeded for pi*lic piaposes. 
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Ownership of pasture and grazing land in continental united States in 
195^ was as follows: 

pwnershi* Million acres 

Private 1/ ^—^ ... . —   660 
Indian 2/-- ^—^ .  ^^......   44 
Total private and Indian—-.—• • .   7^5 

Public: 
Federal 3/......-. .——^-.-.—.^ ... .  252 
State Ij^/---..— . ... —, . ..    ¡^¡^ 
Total public .... ...... ... ..  ^g 

Total.  1^000 

1/ All private individual, partnership and corporate holdings, includii^ 
some individually owned Indian tracts and possibly a few publicly owned in- x 
stitutional farm pastures and local government holdings. 

2/ Tribal and trust-allotted lands under guardianship of the United States 
Grovernment. 
¿/ Federally owned lands, including national forests and public domain lands 

in grazing districts and otier areas. 
k/  State-owned lands, including school-grant lands and other State-owned 

areas. 

In 195^1 approximately kk million acres of State land were leased or 
otherwise made available for grazing. This State land siipplies about 1 per- 
cent of the forage requirements of the country. The greater part of the 
State land is in the 1? Western States. Several of the Great Plains and 
other Western States have sizable areas of school-grant and other lands that 
are leased to farmers and ranchers for the grazing of livestock. Long-term 
leases usually are made, thus providing for security in operation. Much of 
the land is in scattered school sections but considerable acreages in a few 
States are in contiguous blocks large enough for ranches. Of particular im- 
portance in this respect are the school lands, both as a source of income for 
schools when efficiently managed and aa a supply of land for rental by local 
farmers and ranchers* The State land is more productive on the average than 
the public domain or grazing district lands, as much of it was selected from 
the better parts of tbe public domain prior to settlement. 

The public lands, both Federal and State, that are admiidLstared for graz- 
ing and forestry are more generally suited to these purposes than to any other 
use. The continued welfare of the livestock industry depends upon the bal- 
anced and complex integration of land use. This involves all of the range- 
land and all classes of land ownership. Within the range country are limited 
irrigated areas devoted to production of specialty crops, but the backbone of 
the agricultural economy over extensive areas is the livestock industry. Sup- 
plemental forage produced on irrigated land depends on water supplies from 
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high iHDuntain watersteâs.    These watersheds produce valuahle livestock foi^ge 
for siMm«r use ató yield water to produce inuch or^^^^^^    rest of the foMge re- 
quired aBasuallyby^tte livestock 0Ä the cultiwted lands^ «^ lie helcw.    The 
si^ifleaöce of tte public graziag «nd forest Isaoâs is d»B partly to Üieir 
watershed values^ but they also provide €^rii^[, faU, and scaoe winter grazing 
and tl^reby round out the annual forage requií^meñts of dependent livestock 
<^«rations* 

Indian land used for gx^zing^« In 195^, approxinately kk million acres 
of Indian land were used for grazing •    Much of the Indian graziii« land is 
maate ifl? of diy range and desert shrub landv   Several acres of this iMká - 
often 20 to 30 or more - are needed to carry one cow during the grazing 
season. 

About tàiree-fourths of the Iniian grazing land^ car 33 million acres, 
was    used for grazing by Indian fara^rs and ranchers in 195^ •    Permits are 
issued in comtóctioñ with SOT^ of the tribal laois, but usually individual 
allotrónts are made.    Sosfô tirust-allotted land is leased to Indians or non- 
Indians, on Idle basis of competitive bids, wl]«nttepersoa!ffi for whc»E the land 
is held in tmst are not able to use it,    Inäians are encouraged to use 
Indian land.    If an Indian operator is in position to use Indian land, he la 
given prefei^nc^ jn leasif^ the land.    IndianJUaiid leased to iK>n-Indiana is 
managed by the Indian agencies, and leases are adapted to local situations. 
The proceeds from the sale of grazia^s privileges belox^ to tiie tribes or 
individuals %^o own the land. 

The icçortence of the livestock indi^try to the Indians, and the value 
of the watersheds involved, make the ccnsenratiTe use of these forage and 
soil î^sGurcês ii^ortant.    In gei^ral, 1^ forage tos been^^^^ in ac- 
cordance with the principles of conservation.    In tte Soutbwest, however, 
ccntinui i^ drou^t and heavy ^azii^ pressures by the Indians in the past are 
creatij^ major problems in range Œœinagement* 

Ii^roved pasture^- The acreage of iaçro^d pasture is estimated at 215 
million acres, which include 66 million acres of cropland used only for pas- 
ture.    The acreage of ioçroved pasture increased from an estinKited 175 Bil- 
lion acres in 1939 to 215 million acres in 195^i an Incítase of ¿K) «illion 
acres^ or an average x>f about 2.7 Billlicihacr«s per year^j/Tte acreage of 
improved pasture now represents nearly a tiii^rf ä» entire grassland or 
nonf or es ted pasture and grazing land area of 699 million acres.    Incjreased 
interest in iaçroved pasture is shown^l^ toe maiqf f€u^ 
have carried out pasture-improve^^ht work in tite last few years. 

7/ For reference, see toble I6.    I^roved jpasture includes cropland used 
only for pasture, and other grassland pasture in farms genez^lly in teme 
grasses and leguiiies, either seeded or natural g but B»y include native 
forage land that has been improved.    All classes Jteve had taf^ Im- 
provement or conservation practices applied, sucäi as weed and brush control, 
artificial or natural    seeding or reseedtng, fertilization, drainage, irri- 
gation,  or other similar praetices that improve yields. 



A larger aci^age of JüBproved paatW?^ atteliieä without reSuclng 
the acreage of cropland or forest•    !Hhe jphe^te      opportasity f€>r InciñMtsisg 
production of forage is throutfi incroveroent of Hie acreage i^v used for pas- 
ture.    Experience has shown ttot oldj^ Mj^ected pastures can li^ renovated 
and production IncreeHsedV  The incto^^ additional pastoire in tte regular 
cropland rotaticM has aiáted the ia^ of pastiiare. 

lopro^v^Dent of pasture and grazl^ land of fers opport\mities and pre- 
sents problems in aU regions.   Much of this land cannot be used successfully 
tor crops wittKmt expensive iaproveaient.    In tte West, much erf the graî^lng 
land is range on ^Aich per acre yields of forage are low becsMase erf litó 
rainfall.    In the South, large areas grazed^ire made iq^ 
and depleted cxtDpland. 

üniaproved gracing land.- Unimproved grazing land consists œainly of im- 
developed land w!ri.ch, becaij^e of rough topograp^, poor or imsuttahle soil, 
insufficient^ precipitation, lack of iirrlgätion water, or other reasons, can- 
not he used successfully for crops and itçïi^^ without considerable 
ixspro^^smnt.   This land is suiteble for grazii^ by do^tic livestock, and it 
is capable of siq?portingunci^                                                forage, priajarlly na- 
tive grasses and other forage plants. 

Unifiçroved gMzing land is generally considered to include forage- 
producing forest land economically siiitable for grazing by domestic livestock. 
To this extent, iprazing aró forest lands overlap.    Grazing land excludes 
large blocks of forest laró on which for^ insufficient for d€»Bestic live- 
stock, even though such areas are ccrntigii^nis to areas suittóle for gazing 
use. 

The principal Mttive or uniaproved grazing lands are fotmd in the ¥est 
and tte lower Soutb¿    In the West, ttoey are predominantly grasslands or desert 
shrublands too dry for arable farming, although mountain woodlandy örtlich is 
iwist enou^ for tiiees but is generally too rough for tillable farmin^^^ 
also important.    In tteSoutJi, they are main^ grazi% lands in 1*e 
Coastal Plains, togetter with some important areas of wet prttirie and H«rsh. 

Just where the liae should be drawn between unimproved graziE^ lands 
suitable for (^zing and lc3«f-ç 
ing of doBÄStic li'œstock Is TO a problem.    Such low- 
capacity land is not usually considered grazing land. 

Ifeurh of tltó depleted uniiqE^^ be «^stored to hi^ler 
productivity BK>reeconpmtcallythrou^masageme^      than through eultivatton. 
Control and limitation of grazing in accordance with carrying capecity, allcw-^ 
anee of growth for natural seeding, artificial reseeding of ^ o 
abandpB^d fields, aíad rCTKDval of ccmpeting brush are aiMng the chief methods 
of restorii^ grazing laBwi.    Abandoned fields that are submarginsl for crop 
production and are used for grazing even^^^tó need reseeding to grass 
are classified as ©»zing land,    ünimproved land {including forested areas) 
now used for grazing is estimated at approximately T85 million acres. 
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Income enters strongly Into the question of whether or not arable pas- 
ture or grazing land can best be used for native pasture tame pasture, cul- 
tivated ercg?s, or other purposes^ Costs and retuxwi also enter into the 
problem of tte degree to which the grazing resourcea of m>narable rangelands 
should be shared among livestocVwlldllfevrecreai^ion/ and watershed inter- 
ests. 

Ciasslfiçation of land as range has been quest lone d on the grounds that 
It does not always provide a lower limit of usefulness as natural pasture - 
a limit below which the land would hot be regarded as range.    Some land is 
so arid, so rocky, so inaccessible, so steep, or otherwise so inherently 
improductive that althoui^ it does provide some native pasturage, the quan- 
tity is so small that to term it "range" Is misleading. To graze it with 
domestic livestocks imy be imeconomic. From a stockman*s viewpoint, it may 
better be called wasteland than, rani^land. This lower limit fluctuates with 
tte seasonal precipitation and the water supply; It varies also with economic 
conditions and with the type of ranching operations carried on. 

Woodland and Forest 

The toläil area in continental united States classified as forest and 
woodland by the recent Timber Resource Review is 6i4A million acres in round 
xmmbers, of whioh48i* million is ccMOHiércial and l64 is noncommercial. S/ 
By definition of forest land, 42 million acres of nonstocked and other^open or 
nonforested areas are included in the area classified as commercial forest 
land. 2/ **^lt of this acreage is cropland^ pasture, and closely cutover land 
apparently idle or not used for any other pur^^ose that was thought to be 
suitable and available for producing timber at the time of the field s\irvey. 
Of the acreage classified as nons toctoed forest land, approximately IT jnl Hi on 
acres are in the Ñorthernstates, 16 million acres are in the Southern States, 
and 9 million acres are iñ the Western States* 

The forest area also Includes 15 million acres of productive and 11 mil- 
lion acres of nonproductive resein^d lands in national and State parks, monu- 
ments and wilde«iess areas, and other special uses. These lands were set 
aside by statute, ordinance, or atolnistrative order for public purposes. 
Deduction of these special public-use areas from the total forest land area 
leaves 622 million acres available primarily for timber and related uses. 

8/ U^ S. J'orest Service. The Timber Resource Review, chv IX, Appendices: 
AvSximmary of Basic Statistics, and B^ Terms. Preliminary. 

9/ Definition of forest land: Includes (a) lands that are at least 10 per- 
cent stocked by trees of any size and capable of producing timber or other ^ 
wood products,^ or of influencing the climate or the water regime; (b) land*^ 
from which the trees described In (a) have been removed to less than 10 per- 
cent stocking and irtilch have n^ beeh^ developed for other \ise; (c) afforested 
areas; and (d) chaparral areas. 
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Forest land area in continental united States in 1953 was as follows: l/ 

Forest land Million acres 

Commercial forest land 2/ — .— ..    1^.84 

Nonconmiercial forest land 
Reserved 
Productive————— —.^ < ^——— 15 
Unproductive"——---—--"•-*—--.—-———.— ..- n 
Total reserved—-'—-— •—  .  2E 

unreserved- ——— —,^—«.  Jgg 
Total noncommercial---——-—-——-^———-.-.^«--. Î5ÏÏ 

Total forest land area — ^^-—   648 

Less reserved forest land in parks and 
other special uses— —— ——.-.--—..    26 
Total —-——. .—. * . .—..   ^22 

Less overlaps in other land 
and pasture-———-— ^- .-.-—-—— -.—    j 

Net forest land area « ^ — —^.—   ^^5 

1/ U^ S* Forest Service, Timber Resource Review, Preliminary, ch. ix* 
2/ Acreages are rounded to the nearest million. For exainple, commercial 

forest land area of 484.3 millions includes 41.6 million acres of nonstocked 
and other areas; 72.7 million acres 10 to 40 percent stocked; 323.9 million 
acres over 40 percent stocked; and 46.1 million acres old-growth sawtimber 
stands. 

An additional 7 million acres of forest land overlap other land uses reported 
by the agricultural census and other land use surveys, thus leaving an esti- 
mated net forest and woodland area of 615 million acres. Differences in 
definition of forest land in the timber-resource survey and in the agricul- 
tural census and other surveys account for much of this overlap. 

Nearly half, or 301 million acres, of the woodland and forest are esti- 
mated to be grazed at some time during the year, or to have forage of signif- 
icant value for pasturage. Much of the forested area also has other signi- 
ficant values in addition to timber and forage. Among the chief additional 
contributions of forest lands are sources of water for irrigation and other 
purposes, watershed protection, wildlife habitat, recreation and scenic and 
climatic values. 
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Sr^clal aiid IQ.8cellaQeous Use^^ 

Special uses of land i«iy videly. They include such uses as ttose for 
urban areas, hlgliiiays;r i^ilroads, airierts, paries, national defense areasj, 
yildlife refuges, farmsteads, and fars roads and lanes. For the nost part, 
these uses are nonaepricultural, Recent interest in this groiqp of i^es cen- 
ters around tte question of vhether or not it is «tesirable to use gpi^^^ri- 
cultural land for urban sites and other slsilar purposes vhen less desirable 
agricultural land suitahle for such uses is STailable. Competing denands for 
tfe use of land are particularly acute in goM fainsing areas idiere urban and 
ind^^trial exj^tnsion has been rapid« 

The acreage occupied by tte special-^use land specif led in table 7 totals 
HO niUion acres (Refer also to ai^ndix table 30 for data by States and re- 
gions)* Urban and transportation «areas account for about two-fifths of the 
total land area occupied by Idiese special uses. Farks and wildlife areas oc- 
cupy about a fourth of the total area in special uses« National defense and 
atomic energy Installaticms, flood-control areas, and State-owned institution- 
al «id related sites account for another fourth .nie renaining tenth of the 
area in special uses is in famsteads at^ farm roads and lanes. 

Ordinarily, urban and transportation areas are most directly in coiqpeti- 
tion with agriculture for tte use of letrel and fertile Ismd* Other special 
uses for whicb separate estimates ham» not been made also frequently coacte 
irith agriculture for land. Exaniples of such areas are industrial, nonfarm 
residential, and coñiercial sites in ngal areas; mining areasf cl«^, sand, 
and stbne quarry sites; cemeteries; and golf cour^ 

use of land for artificial reserroir^ is not shown in table 7. As reser- 
iroir areas «e dediu:ted from^^the^^^^l^ are not in- 
cluded among the special uses of land. Excluding most natural lakes witli 
controlled water levels, artificial reservoirs now occiqpy abc^t 7 million 
acres. 

According to available statistics, the acreage of Isxid in urban areas, 
higJbvcQfs, airports, and reservoirs increased an average of about 831,000 acres 
per year fre» 19^5 to 195^. Increase in urban areas accounted for 395,000 
acres of this average aimual increase, reis^rvoirarea^ accounted for 300,000. 
acres,^ higtaways for 78^000 acres, and airports for 5,0(W acres. Tte area oc- 
ciQïied by railroads decreased by aln^ut 7,000 acres annually during tMs period« 
Bot all of the land occiqpied by these nonagricultural uses is cultivable land. 
In addition to the chaises in area used for the specifie purposes mentioned 
aboi^, increases in /aie area occupied by parks, wildlife areas, and imtional 
defense areas occurred. 

Other miscellaneous unaccoimted-f or areas include deserts, sand dunes, 
bare rock areas, and marshes. The totel acreage included in this category 
«TOunted to about 80 million acres in 195*^. Land «ith lâiese physical charac- 
teristics that is used for such things as militery stressj parks, and wildlife 
refuges is not incltuäed in the above totel. 
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Table 7«- Land in speeial-useereas, continental United States, 195^^ 

Item Percentage 
of total 

Urban areas l/ -—— — 

Rural transportation areis: 
Highways and roads 2/-— —— 
Railroads 3/——^^-———  
Airports ^ ——-—  

Total  

Farmsteads ^Z-----------—-—--— 

Farm roads and lanes--  

Parks: 
National parks 6/—— — 
State parks 7/--———  

Total •- — 

Wildlife areas: 
Federal areas 8/—--— — 
State areas £/" ..—— — 

Total— ——  

National defense areas : 10/ 
Army---------—^--—— -—— 
Air Force———-—-—  
Navy ■ • -———.  

Total— ■————  

Flood-control areas lO/---  

Atomic energy areas lO/- — 

State-owned institutional sites and 
miscellaneous other uses ll/--  

Grand total 12/ 

Million 
acres 

18.6 

19.8 
3.»* 

g^.3 

9.0 

2.0 

U.O 
U.7 

¿8¿ 

3.9 
it.9 

8.8 

7.1 
10^2 
h.2 

21.5 

3.9 

2-0 

1.2 

110.2 

Percent 

16.9 

17.9 
3.1 
1.2 

22.2 

8.2 

1.8 

12.7 

17.0 

3.5 
J«.5 

8.0 

6.4 
9.3 

1.8 

1.1 

100.0 

Continued 
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Table 7.- I^nd in special-üse areas/çoii^^ 195^ 

1/ Areas occupied by towns and cities of ï,OC)Opopulatio of December 195^*. 
Estimates are based on annexations since 1950, as reported by the Municipal Yearbook and the 
Bureau of the Census, Estimates of unincorporated areas added to urban areas since 195O were 
based on the proportion of unincorporated to incorporated areas in 1950. Revision of the 
1950 total urban area as reported in UV S vI^®P'*^'Agr> Tech. Bu raade on the basis 
of 2 subsequent reports released by the Bureau of the Census. For places not reported by the 
Bureau of the Census, estimates were made by measurement of built-up areas on recent topo- 
graphic maps and aerial photographs and by comparison with areas reported in 19*^0. Adjust- 
ments in census areas for incorporated places were made to exclude large non-built-up areas 
from tirban land;, particularly in the New Englsnd States, Approximately 10 million additional 
acres are occ\:q?ied by rural villages and towns, with j^Dpulations of 100 to 1,0Ô0* The esti- 
mated acreage in these villages and towns is now included in o-üser major uses of land, such 
as forisst, grazing, farm, and other land. Separation would call for revision of accepted 
major land use areas of many counties and States. 
2/ Estimates of acreage in highways as of 195^ were derived by applying average right-of- 

way widths reported by State highway departments to the mileage in different highway systems 
reported by the Bureau of Pvöslic Roads. 
¿/ Estimates of acreage in railroad rights-^of-way are based on State-by-State changes in 

mileage reported by the Interstate Commerce CoiKBissiön, 19^^^^ 
ifr/ Airports used Btrictly for personal use or for militai^ purposes are excluded as such 

areas ere largely duplicated in agricultural and military uses of land respectively. Airports 
withiii corporate limits of cities and those surrounded by built-up areas in imincorporated 
places were siso excluded. 
¿/Rural homesites outside of towns and villages and not located on farms occupy an undeter^ 

mined acreage, particularly along major highways near cities. The number of such homesites 
has been increasing. In some areas, mai^ of the homesites on former farms are in this cate- 
gory, and the deeline in acreage in farmsteads in such areas merely indicates that such home- 
sites are no longer located on farms as defined by the Bureau of the Census. 
6/ As of June 30, 195^> national recreation areas are excluded as these areas are reported 

by*the Bureau of Reclamation. National park areas in Hawaii and Alaska are also excluded. 
Major water areas in national parks as compiled by the Nationa! Park Service as of March 1953 
were deducted from the >fcotal area reported. 
2/ Areas in State parks exclude water bodies of UO acres or more. Adirondack and Catskill 

parks or forest-preserve areas are included in the acreage reported for New York. 
8/ Does not include areas under the primary Jiarlsdiction of another agency or land leased 

for wildlife puï^joses. Excludes 1,520,000 acres in the Cabeza Prieta and Kofa areas in 
Arizona and 2,728,711 seres iti the Desert Game and Charles Sheldon areas in Nevada, which 
were reported in grazing districts by the Bureau of Land Management. 

9/ State wildlife areas are as reported In U.S.Dept. Agr. Cir. 909 plus lands acquired 
since 1950 by the States for wildlife purposes under the Pittman-Robinson and Dlngel-Johnson 
acts and by the States thejsselves without assistance from Federal funds. 
10/ As reported in the Inventory Report on Federal Real Property in the united States as of 

June 30, 1955/ P^^epared by the General Services Administr    at the request of the Committee 
on Appropriations of the United States Senate, Senate Doc. 100, 84th Cong., 2d Sess., 1956. 
11/ State-owned rural land held for Institutiojial sites and miscellaneous other uses such 

as National Guard camps and rifle ranges, fairgrounds, airports, radio stations, flood-control 
areas, and watersiied-protection areas. Data are incomplete for some States. 
12/ The following special uses of rural land are not included: Reservoirs, industrial and 

commercial sites in rural areas, mining areas, clay, sand, and stone quarry sites, powerline 
rights-of-way, cemeteries, and golf courses. Water area in reservoirs, exclusive of most 
natural lakes with controlled water levels totaled approximately 7 million acres as of Decem- 
ber 31> 1953 • As the approximate land area of the United States excludes all natural or 
artificiar water bodies of UO acres or more, the area in reservoirs is considered separately 
from other special uses. Most reservoirs have a protective belt or area surrounding the 
reservoir. For some reservoirs, this area may be nearly equal to the water area of the reser- 
voir, while for others it may be considerably less. These areas are often forested for vater- 
sbed protection. They may also be used for recreaticn and for wildlife protection. 
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lAMD CAPABILITY 

The total land area of the Unitecl States is approxiSÄtely 1,904 
million acres. This constitutes the total land-resoijurce base/ which is laade 
up of land of differing qualities. Estimates made in conjtinction with the 
land-capability inventory carried out by the Ü. S. Soil Conservation Service 
make it possible to draw several significant comparisons between current 
land use and land capability (table 8). 

The land-capability classification divides land into eight general 
classes. These classes in turn are subdivided into subclasses and units 
according to more (ietailed characteristics pertaining to kind of limita- 
tions on use and necessary management practices. These land classes indi- 
cate the degree of risk involved in using the land for different piarposes. 
Class I land is level and easy to farm, and there is little or no danger 
from erosion. There are an estimated 72 million acres of class I land in 
the coimtry as a whole. More than half of this class I land is located in 
the North Central States. 

Land in capability classes II and III is also suited to cultivation 
if certain limitatioris such as slope, sandy soil, tight subsoil, or other 
permanent limiting features are kept in mind in using it. Class II land 
needs such easily applied pra^ctices as contouring, protective cover crops, 
and simple water-management practices. Class III land can be cultivated 
safely only if careful attention is given to such conservation measures as 
terracing and strip cropping on slopes and good water management on flat 
areas. The total acreage in these two classes is about equal. 

Capability class IV includes land ttot must be cultivated with extreme 
care. It should be used only occasionally for cultivated crops* It can be 
used safely for hay crops or pasture. 

Land in classes V, VI, and VII is not suited to cultivation but may 
be used for grazing or forestry. Class V land has few restrictions when 
used for grazing or farestry, while land in classes VI and VII has moderate 
to severe limitations when used for these purposes. 

Land in class VIII is arid, rough, steep, stony, sandy, wet or severe- 
ly eroded. Some examples of class VIII land are rocky foothills, rough 
mountain land, bare rock outcrops, coastal sand dimes, marsh and swamp land, 
and arid land not suited to grazing. 

Possibilities for shifts in land use, when and if such shifts are 
needed in the interest of better conservation of land resources or for 
greater or smaller production of certain products, are indicated in table 8. 
In view of the unsuitabtlity of land in capability classes V to VIII for 
use as cropland, it seems desirable from the standpoint of conservation to 
shift about 4o million acres of the 1950 cropland acreage into other uses 
as soon as possible. It is also apparent that, from the standpoint of 



Table 8.- Estimated areas of land classified by capability classes and primary use, continental 
United States/1950 

Capability 
class xj 

I— 
II- 
III- 

Total- 

IV- 

V—. 
VI- 
VII. 

Total 

VIII—  

Unclassified- 

Total  

Cropland Grassland Woodland Miscel- 
laneous 

Total 
land 
area 

Million 
acres 

52.8 
170.5 
165.1 

Million 
acres 

11.5 
39.5 

Million 
acres 

7.7 
3^.5 
63.1 

Million 
acres 

Million 
acres 

72.0 
2i*4.5 
287.6 

388.4 110. J+ 

49.2 

3.9 
21.1 
14.8 

22.4 
239.9 
^27.7 

39.8 590.0 

40.7 
107.8 

_190.2 

338.7 

67.0 
368.8 
.532.7 

968.5 

.4 33.1 5.6 54.8 

105.4 

93.9 

105.4 

2/ 477.8 3/ 777.4       4/ 488.4 160.2 1,903.8 

Percentage 
of 
total 

Percent 

3.8 
12.9 
15.1 

31.8 

6.9 

3.5 
19.4 
28.0 

50.9 

4.9 

5.5 

100.0 

o 

1/ This classification refers to the full potential based on the physical capability of the land. 
It does not necessarily follow that all land physically suitable for cultivation should be used for 
cultivated crops, es a balanced enterprise on most existing farms requires use of some land in 
classes I, II, or III for pasture or woodland. 

2/ Includes about S'-^  million acres of rotation pasture classed as cropland. 
3/ Includes about 113 million acres of shrubland classed as woodland. 
4/ Excludes about 118 million acres of shrubland classed as grassland. 

Estimates compiled in 1948-49 by the Soil Conservation Service. Adjusted slightly on basis of 
1950 census figures. 
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physical capability, 2l6 million acres of land in capability classes I to 
III could be shifted from grassland and woodland to cropland, when and if 
these shifts are necessary in terms of needed production adjustments. 
Shifts in the use of class IV land are also possible in some areas, 

OWMERSHIP OF LAMD 

Kinds of Ownership 

Privately owned land,- Privately owned land comprises 1,343 million 
acres, or more than 70 percent of the land area of continental United 
States. These private land holdings, together with 56 million acres of 
Indian tribal and trust-allotted land, total 1,399 million acres, or about 
73 percent of the land area. More than a billion acres of this land is in 
farms. Other significant private holdings are embraced in towns, cities, 
industrial and residential areas, and commercial timber tracts (table 9 
and appendix tables 31 to 33). 

Indian land.- The Indian tribal and trust-allotted land is adminis- 
tered by the Federal Government for the benefit and use of the Indian 
peoples. About three-fourths of this land is used directly for farming 
and grazing by Indian farmers and stockmen. Much of the rest is leased for 
farming and grazing to other farmers and ranchers and the proceeds are re- 
ceived by the Indian owners. 

Public land.- Publicly administered Federal, State, county, and other 
local government land totals about 505 million acres, or 27 percent of the 
total land area, according to estimates compiled in a study of the use of 
public land. Of the total publicly administered area, approximately 80 
percent is administered for Federal purposes, and 20 percent for State and 
local government purposes. Recent changes in acreage of public land 
represented transfers to other uses of land used for military purposes 
during World War II, and sales of State-owned land. There have been off- 
setting changes, however, through acquisition for public reservoirs, air- 
ports, and highway rights-of-way, and for forestry purposes. (See tables 
9, 30, 31, 32, and 33)- 

Major uses of public land are grazing, 60 percent, forest and woodland 
not grazed, 20 percent, and special and miscellaneous uses, including idle 
and waste land, 20 percent. Federal lands include Federal grazing areas, 
national forests, national parks, wildlife refuges, and other special-use 
areas. 

There are kO&  million acres under Federal administration and 80 million 
acres in State ownership. Local government uses account for about I7 mil- 
lion acres. 

Slightly less public land was grazed in recent years than formerly 
because of the effects of drought and of reductions in acreage to allow 
for restoration and for control of poisonous plants. Public grazing land, 
including both Federal and State land, supplies only about 6 percent of 
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Table 9.- Ownership^ of land/ 1)y classes,^ continental United States, 195lf 

Classes Acreage Percentage of 
total 

Private land i/—^———^— 

Indian land g/————^—• 

PiÄlic land: 
Federal land 3/———^— 
State land M/}^^^^^^^^^^. 
Cotmty and municipal land 
(estimated) ¿/—.*-~^*^ 

Total—-^————-— 

Grand total—f--^—-— 

'Million acres 

^56 

to8 
80 

Percent 

70-5 

3.0 

21.^4^ 
k.2 

O^ 

-S21 26,5 

lr9C* 100.0 

1/ Private land includes individually owned, partnership, and corporate- 
owned land, also sane highway and road rights-of-way not covered in public 
land. Approximation based ^rtly on various State reports showing acreages 
assessed for taxation and partly^ on reports on acreages of public and 
Indian land. 
2/ Summary of Indian lands by kind of use from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
2/ Senate Doc. IGO, 8l^th Catxg. 2d Sess. Inventory Repcart oá Federal Real 
I^operty in the United States as of J^ 
Ij/ U.S. Dept. Agr. Gir, No. 909.  i 
5/ Estimate as of 1950 based on partial sirrvey of readily available publi- 
cations and records. 
Gompiled from State and Federal reports and records• 

the forage requirements of the country. The average carrying capacity of 
this land ir lew becaiise much of it is semiarid. 

A comparison of estin^ted acreages of private, Indian, and public 
land in 1930 and 195^ is shown in table 10. Additional data on major uses 



Table IC- Major uses of land in priva;te, Indian, and public ownerships, continental United States, 
1930 arid 1954 

Land use 
Private and Indian 

land 1/ 
1930 I  1954 !Change * 193Ö 

Public land 2/ 

1954 •Change ; 1930 

Total 

1954 'Change 

Mil., 
acres 

411 

Mil. 
acres 

396 Cropland ¿/---——-■,——: 
Pasture arid grazing land, : 
including forest and : 
woodland grazed————— :  745 

Forest and woodland not    : 

Special uses ¿/————. 't        23 
Miscellaneous^/-^——'-———;   64 

Total 6/-—————; 1,411  1,399 

704 

211 
33 

Ml. 
acres 

-15 

-41 

Mil. 
acres 

297 

43 
10 
-9 

105 
41 

Ml. 
acr es 

3 

296 

103 
77 
26 

Mil. 
acres 

Mil. 
acres 

U3 

Mil. 
acres 

399 

-1 : 1,042  1,000 

-2 
36 

.-22. 

273 
64 

MX 

314 
110 
81 

-14 

-42 

51 
46 

,-22. 
-12 494 505 11 ; 1,905  1,904 -1 

1/ Private land includes all land owned by individuals, private groups, and corporations. It in- 
cludes the major part of the famland and urban and residential areas of the country. Individual 
trust-allotted and tribal Indian land is included with private land as it is used largely by individ- 
uals and snail groups for private purposes in contrast to public land used for public purposes. 

2/ Public land includes Federal, vState, county, and municipal land. Considerable acreages of public 
land are included in farms and ranches or used with them for grazing, but most of the public land is 
not suitable for arable farming. 
¿/ The greater part of the cropland reported in public ownership is State school and other public 

land leased out temporarily to farmers for fanning when not needed for public pur^ 
4/ Toms, cities, famsteads/^^h       roads, parks, wildlife refuges, water-supply areas, and 

military.vlarids.';,,;':;'■; •;■■•;■ 
i^ Lai^ chief 
¿/Individual items adjusted to total. The total land area was calculated as 1,905 million acres 

in~1940 and'prior years, but adjustments made for absorption by large reservoirs and minor revisions 
in a few State areas reduced the total in 1950 to 1,904 million ^a^^ 

Compiled from various sources, including State and Federal publications arid records and reports of 
numerous State agencies. Total figures shpuld be regarded as approximations of;the acreages of land 
held by private parties and public groups and in different major uses leather than results of detailed 
.enumeratibn.':'■■':':.■ ■ 
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of land by types of ownership are given in appendix tables 37 to kO.    The 
acreage of public land, including Federal, State, and local government 
lands, rose from i+9^ million acres in 1930 to 505 million acres in 195^4^. 
This increase of 11 million acres represented land acquired for forests 
and other public purposes such as national defense and public reservoirs. 
Part of the increase also resulted from tax reversions in the 1930's. 
The total figures on ownership can be considered only as approximations. 
Exact data for county and municipal lands are not available. Many areas 
of land owned by local governments may be unaccoxmted for and estimates of 
private and public land may include some duplication. For example, in the 
past, highway and road rights-of-way in many areas customarily were in- 
cluded in the total acreages of both the private and public land tracts 
through which they passed. Only in recent years have acreages acquired 
for rights-of-way been deducted from private holdings in assessment and 
other land records. 

Information concerning Federal and State land was provided by an in- 
ventory of these typea of public holdings. Public records and reports 
prepared by State revenue or State tax commission officiala for 40 States, 
plus data for the remaining 8 States from various publications and public 
agencies, were sources of data on ownership of private land. 

CHAM>ES IK USE OF LAND 

Shifts in Agricultural Uses 

The notable shifts in the use of land since 1910 have been partly 
counterbalanced by regional changes. For example, acreages of cropland and 
improved pasture have increased generally in the West and the lower 
Mississippi Valley, but in many parts of the Northeast, Southeast, and 
Southwest, an increase in the acreage of improved pasture has been accom- 
panied by a decrease in the acreage of cropland. 

Large transfers among uses have taken place. From 1910 to 1930, the 
acreage of cropland increased by more than 66  million acres but acreages 
of pasture and rangeland decreased by about T9 million acres (fig. 5 and 
tables 11 and 12). Since 1930, the changes in total acreages of cropland 
and pasture have not been so great. Acreages of forest and woodland have 
increased in some areas of the South and East. Much land has been cut 
over snd cleared, but in the East large acreages of crop and pastureland 
also have reverted to forest. 

In 195^^ "the combined acreage used for crops, pasture, and range was 
55 nîillion acres less than in 1910 but the proportions in these uses have 
not changed greatly. In 1910, less than 2k percent was cropland; in 195^, 
cropland made up 28 percent of the total acreage used for crops, pasture, 
and range. Acreages of nonfarm grassland and forest land grazed have 
declined since 1910. 
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CROPLAND ACREAGES ARE FOR THE YEAR PRECEDINQ THE DATE OF THE CENSUS EXCEPT FOR 1954. 

U. S. DFPART^/ENT OF AGRICULTURE NF-G. 56(n)-2242  AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 

Figure 5 
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Table 11.- Land utilization in continental united States, census years, 
1850-1900 

Major land uses l/ * l8?0 1870 1880 1890 ; 1900 

Land in farms: 
Cropland 2/—--—-- 
Farm pasture------- 
Farm voodland—----- 
Other land in farms- 

Total——--——- 

Land not in farms:     : 
Grazing land 3/*—-—-: 
Forest land ¿7* '—-•— :   _ 
Other nonfarm land 6/-:   5/ 

Mil. Milv Mil. Mil. Mil. Mil. 
acres acres acres acres acres acres 

113 m 189 i 188 21*8 319 
:.»-^- --- - \   -   ••* —" 122 llfU 276 
181 21*% 219 190 190 191 

- —. \ : '-"•  : -. ;"—    .. 36 Ul 53 

2S^ :k(yj tt08 536 6?3 

¥ i^ 883 818 625 

W ^/ 11 368 ■ih\ 318 
1/ .M U 116 118 121 

Total——^-.———; 1,590  1,^96  1.^95   1»367  1,280  1,06U 

Grand total 7/—-: 1/881^   1,903   lJ^903   1,903   1,903  1,903 

l/ Acreages of total farmland and total nonfarm land are for the calendar 
year indicated. Acreages of cropland and pastiireland usually relate to the 
preceding year. 

2/ Land used chtefly for crops^ Including cropland harvested, crop failure, 
fallow,^ and iñle cr^land for 18Ö0, l890y and 1900^ b^ and 
1870/it is lirçiroved land ill farms. 
¿/ Grazing land not in farms consists of land used chiefly for grazing and 

includes open or nonforested grazing land, idle grassland, arid woodland 
(plnon-Juniper, chaparral) and shrub and hrush grazing land in all years. 
^ Not a^railableV 
¿/Forest land outside farms used chief ly for commercial timber; excludes 

forested areas included in parks, vtldlife refugee, military areas, and recre- 
ation sites, and axid woodland and brushland used chiefly for grazing. About 
half of the forest and woodland in the united States is grazed by livestock. 
Nonfarm grazing land includes much of the arid woodland and other noncommer- 
cial forest land» Commercial forest land grazed is included in the acreage 
of forest land. 

6/ Other land outside farma Includes urban, industrial, and residential 
areas outside farms; parks and wildlife refugesj military lands; roads; rail- 
roads; and ungrazed desert, rock, swamp, and other unused and waste land. 
^ Remeàsurement of the land area of the united States in connection with 

the 1950 census indicated an approximate total land area of 1,904 million 
acres. Total areas previously were reported as 1,905 million acres in 19^0 
and 19^5; 1,903 million acres I86O to 1935; and 1,884 million acres in I85O. 

Compiled from census reports, publications and records of the former Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics and public land administering and conservation 
agencies. See U. Sv Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United 
States, 1789-1945; Ü» S. Dept.Agr., Agricultural Statistics 1954; and U. S. 
Dept. Agr. Tech. Bui. 1082. 
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Table 12.- Land utilisation in continental United States, census years, 1910-54 

Major land uses l/ 1910 : 1920 : 1925 î 1930 : 1935 : 19^ : l5i»5 t    1950 : 195^ 

Land in farms: 
Cropland used for crops 2/—- 
Cropland idle or in cover 

Grassland pasture ¿/—.——^ 
Forest and woodland: 
Pastured-————>-----—^ 
Not pastured-—-—*-——— 

Total—. ^™—..— 

Farmsteads,  roads, and other 

Total————----—— 

Land not in farms: 
Grazing land U/-----——— 
Forest land not used for 

grazing 5/-*—————— 
Other land""outside farms 6/— 

Total——————.—— 

Grand total 7/——— 

Mil. 
acres 

32k 

739 

Mil. 
acres 

Mil. 
acres 

3T^ 365 

661 

Mil. 
acres 

379 

Mil. 
acres 

375 

Mil. 
acres 

363 

Mil. 
acres 

379 

mi. 
acres 

387 

646 578 533 50U 428 400 

Mil. 
acres 

380 

23 28 26 3J* Ul 36 2h 22 19 
284 328 331 379 UlO m 529 1*85 526 

98 
1  93 

77 
91 

77 85 
65 

108 
77 

100 
57 

95 
71 

135 
85 

121 
76 

;  191 168 im 150 185 157 166 220 197 

i   5T 58 58 ^> kk 4U kk 45 36 

:  879 956 924 987 I/O55 1,061 1.142 1,159 1,158 

353 

:  162 
:  123 

160 
126 

203 
130 

208 
130 

184 
131 

203 
137 

186 
149 

20L 
144 

238 
155 

: 1.024 947 979 916 848 844 763 745 746 

1,903  1,903  1,903  1,903  1,903  1,905  1,905  1,904  1,904 

1/ Total acreages of farmland and nonfarm land are for the calendar year indicated. Except in 1954, 
acreages of cropland and pasture land usually relate to the preceding year. 

2/ Cropland used for crops includes cropland Imrvested, crop failure, and cultivated sunmier fallow. 
To""fiñd land available for crops in recent years add cropland used for crops, cropland idle or in cover 
crops, and cropland i»ed only for pasture. In 1949, cropland used only for pasture was 69 million 
acres. lö 1954, it amounted t^o tó million acres. 

2/ Grassland pasture consists of all open or nonforested pasture in farms, ipcluding cropland used 
only for pasture in 1945-54, and plowable pasture in earlier years. 

4/ Grazing land not in farms coraists of land used chiefly for grazing and includes open or noitforested 
gazing land, idle grassland in first decades, forest and arid woodland, and shrub and brush grazing 
land in all years. 

5/ Forest land outside farms not used for grazing excludes forested areas in parks, wildlife refuges, 
military areas, recreation sites, and arid woodland, brushland, and forest land used for grazing. 

6/ Other land outside farms includes urban,^ industrial, and residential areas outside farmsi parks 
and wildlife refuges; military lands; roads; railroads; ungrazed desert, rock, swamp, and other unused 
and waste land. 

7/ Remeasurement of the land area of the united States in connection with the 195O census indieated 
an approximate total land area of 1,904 million acres. Total areas previously were reported as 1,905 
million acres in 1940 and 1945; 1,903 million acres i860 to 1935; and 1,884 million acres in I850. 

Compiled from cfensus reports,, publications, and records of the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
and public land administering and conservation agencies. For specific sources see table 11. 
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Changes lu use of land I93Q to 195^>- The 25 years from 1930 to 1955 
sav many changes in use of la^^^^^ whole, as well as in 
the different major regions. Plrst, the total acreage of cropland exclud- 
ing cropland used only for pasture declined from 1930 to 1940 by about Ik 
million acres as a result of crop adjustments and shifts of poor land to 
less intensive uses. With greater demand during World War II and subsequent 
years, however, the acreage of cropland expanded* From 19^0 to 19^9, the 
total acreage of cropland, excluding cropland used only for pasture, in- 
creased by 10 million acres. It rose from 399 to U09 million acres, an 
iñcrease of approximately 1 million acres per year (table 13 and appendix 
tables 3^ and 35). 

Since 1953^ the trend has been downward because of the crop-allotment 
program and increased emphasis on the shift of cropland to pasture• From 
1950 to 1954> the total acreage of cropland (exclusive of cropland used 
only for pasture) dropped back to 399 million acres, the same acreage as 
in the postwar year of 1939* This jdecrease in cropland of 10 million acres 
for the coxmtry as a whole represented conversion to other uses and rever- 
sion to an idle nonfarm status where it was no longer Included in the 
agricultural census aiKl other estimates of cropland• Therefore, although 
the changes in cropland acreages represent mainly the adjustment to improved 
systems of farming with hlgter yields and to acreage-control programs de- 
si0:ied to bring production into line with market demand, they also represent 
to some extent, the changes that have been made in methods of classifying 
and reporting land. 

The acreage of grassland or nonforested pasture and grazing land, in- 
cluding both farrn and nonf arm grassland remained fairly stable 
since 1930. In the Ijrtter year, there were 708^ In 195U, 
the acreage was 699 million (teible 13). Important shifts, however, have 
oeeurred by "plow up" for cropland in certain regions and by seeding of 
cropland to pasture in others, also by reversion of pasture to brush and 
trees in soiœ areas and by clearing of brush, seeding, and other forms of 
Improvement in other areas. For exauiple, in the Southern States, acreages 
of grassland pasture increased from 137 million acres in 1930 to l6if million 
acres in 195^• In the Northern States, the acreage of grassland pasture 
de:clined by 9 million acres because of an increase in acreages of cropland 
in the North Central States and shifts to other uses in the Northeastern 
States. The Western States also showed a àecrease in acreage of grassland 
^astiire from 1930 to 19^ because of the plow up for cropland and the 
irrigation for ii^provement of land for cropland. Part of the decline also 
may be attributed to growth of brush on areas formerly classified as open 
or nonforested grassland. 

Available iïifcrmatlon on acreages of woodland and forested pasture 
and gracing land indicates that estimates of land used, or usable, for 
grazing have fluctuated more than have estimates of grassland pasture. From 
1930 to 19^5, sn increase of about 10 million acres was shown. Since that 
time, a decrease of about 45 million acres has occurred. In 1930, an esti- 
mated 33^ million acres of woodland and forest were used for grazing; in 
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19^5> the estimate was 3^5 million aM in 195^ it was atout 300 million. * 
Corresponding regional shifts have occurred also. Considerably less wood- 
land grazing was reported in 1954 in some of the Northern and Southern 
States than in former years. 

In addition to the changes in grassland and forested pasture and 
grazing land as a whole, there have been significant changes in reporting 
acreages in farms or not in farms. Grassland pasture in farms increased 
from 1930 to 1954 by about l^^T million acres and woodland pasture in farms 
increased by 36 million acres. However, land not in farms that was avail- 
able for grazing declined by about 225 million acres. Thus, there was a 
net decrease of k2 million acres in pasture and grazing land as additional 
lands were added to farms or used for crops and other purposes. Part of 
this pastureland was developed for cropland, part was used for urban and 
other special uses, part reverted to woodland, and a considerable part 
represented a decline in the acreage of woodland reported as used for 
grazing. 

Table 13.- Cropland used chiefly for crops; and all grassland, woodland, and 
forest land used for pasture and grazing, by major divisions, specified 

years, 1929-5^ 

Cropland used chiefly for crops 1/ 

Major division    : t   1929   Î 19^U i   191^9 :   195»* 

Mi-ïT^ + ViOT^Tt  Q/.-.:.   _—. .•«^.< 

: Mil. acres 

i    237 

\          126 

:     50 

Mil. acres 

237 

115 

51 

Mil. acres 

238 

113 

58 

Mil. acres 

238 

102 

ixorunern ¿y—--—-—------< 

DOu&iicm—— — ——— ————•'—•—— « 

Western —: 59 

Total cropland used . 
chiefly for crops--^ 1   kl3 kö3 409 399 

- Continued 
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Table 13.- Cropland used chiefly for crops; and all grassland, woodland, and 
forest land used for pasture and grazing, by M   divisions, specified 

years, 1929-5^ -continued 

;   Grassland pasture and gazing land ¿/ _^__^ 

Major division 1930 19i^5 1950 195^ 

Northern-——^—•-^.—^» 

Southern- ..——..— : 

Western——^"———— : 
• 

Total grassland pas- : 
ture and grazing : 
land--——..—*——: 

: Mile acres Mil> acres Mil, acres  Mil> acres 
« 

1^5 151 136 136 

137               155                itó 164 

k26 hol in8 399 

708 707 700 699 

Woodland and forest land grazed it/ 

:   1950 1930 191*5 195Í* 

Northern----- —--—¡ 
« 

Southern —-——¡ 
< - * 

íiíestem^——--^—-—---—-; 

Total woodland and   : 
forest grazed-— : 

» 
Grand total, all   : 
pasture and graz- : 
ing land ¿/      : 

42 44 45 38 

147 145 141 126 

145 1?6 134 137 

M. J^ 320 301 

1,0U2 1,052 1,020 1,000 

1/ Cropland used chiefly for crops includes cropland harvested, crop fail- 
ure, cultivated suDimer fallow, soil-iDaprovement crops, and cropland temporar- 
ily idle. Plowable pasture and cropland used only for pasture are not 
included. 

2/ Includes Maryland, Delaware, and District of Columbia. 
¿/ Grassland pasture and grazing land includes plowable pastiire, cropland 

used only for pasture, open permanent pasture in farms (not cropland and not 
woodland), and grassland grazing land (nonforested grazing land) not in farms, 

k/ Woodland and forested pasture and grazing land includes woodland pas- 
tured in farms and woodland and forest grazed or classified as usable for 
grazing not in farms. 

5/ Total pasture and grazing land includes both grasslanâ pasture and 
grazing land and woodland and forested land used for grazing. 
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Changes in Acreage of Cropland 

Cropland used for crops >- For the country as a víhole, the acreage of 
cropland used for crops increased for each 5-year period between 1910 and 
1935* From 1935 to 1950, it averaged about 7 mllion acres less than the 
first peak of 381 million acres for the 1930-34 period. From 1950 to 1954, 
it totaled 380 million acres (table 14)• 

Marked regional differences in cropland trends have existed diiring the 
last half century* In the Northern States, cropland used for crops averaged 
more acres from 1950 to 1954 than in any previous 5-year period since 1909. 
Within this region, different trends exist. In the Northeast, a persistent 
decline - from 23 to 15 million acres - has been associated with expansion 
of urban, residential, recreational, and industrial uses and continued 
reversion of cropland to br\ish and forest. An increase of 20 million acres 
in the North Central States between 1910 and 1930 was followed by some 
decline in the 1930»s, a subsequent increase in the 1940*s, and a peak of 
210 million acres for 1950-54. Much of this increase is concentrated in 
the Great Plains, where wheat is the major crop. In the South, the acreage 
of cropland used for crops reached a peak in the 1930*s, but since that 
time a sharp decline has accompanied the lessened emphasis on production of 
cotton. The Western States have had a nearly uninterrupted increase, with 
accelerated gains diiring or following World Wars I and II. Large gains in 
production have followed the increase in acreage of irrigated cropland in 
the Western States. 

Principal crops harvested.- Principal crops harvested averaged 339 
million acres from 1950 to 1954* The 1955 acreage was only 333 million 
acres. An increase of 4 million acres in crop failure over the 1950-54 
average, coupled with the effect of the crop-allotment program, largely 
explains the additional decline in acreage in 1955 from the average for 
the previous 5 years. 

Among the regions, the greatest cheüige in acreage occulted in the 
Southern Plains \*tere a decrease of more than 5 million acres occ\irred 
between the 1945-49 and 1950-54 periods and where an additional decline 
of 2 million acres took place in 1955- Each of the other three Southern 
regions had decreases, as did the Northeastern and Northern Plains regions. 
Increases in acreages of cropland occurred in the Com Belt, Lake States, 
Mountain, and Pacific regions (table 15). 

Changes in Acreage of Pasture and Grazing Land 

Substantial shifts in pasture and grazing land occurred between 1949 
and 1954. Especially noteworthy v/as an increase in farm pasture and a 
decrease in grazing land not in farms. The changes consisted chiefly of a 
shift of cropland to pasture in farms and a decrease in woodland pasture 
both within and outside farms. A larger acreage of wild land is now 
reported in the agricultural census as pasture in farms than in former 



Ta^é 14 •-Cropland used for crops/ 1^ m jor averages 1910^54 1/ 

Major division 

Northern ~*.^~^ 

Southern 2/—- 

Westea:^l~~—~ 

Uhited States— 

Average 

1910-^: 1915-19: 192Ö-24; 1925-29: 1930-<34- 1935-39^ 1940^4* 1945-49- 1950-54 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acides 

1^000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,ÖCÖ 
acres 

207,670   217,^9   219,767    216^820   219,065   211i,0i;3 215,611   222,^^^^^^ 

99,U88   105,802   106,698   111,259   116,017   UU,3li6 109,889   102,550     98,1*30 

29,776     36,155     ii0,067     li3,6U3    Í^5,ii52     U5,019   U6,01ii     50,622     56,738 

337,13li   359,386   366,532   373,722   380,53l4   373,378 371,5Ú   375,59ii   379,926 

1/ Includes cropland hai^ 
2/ IncXudes Delaware, Maryland, and District of Columbia,    Estimates by the former Bureau of Agri- 

cultural Economics and the Production Econojjiicg Research Branch, Agricultürapl Research Service, based 
on acreages reported by the Census of Agriculture for census years 1910-195Ö, and annual estimates of 
the former Bureati of Agricultural Economics and th© Agricultiii^al Mark^^^^ for principal 
crops planted and harvested, ana supplemented by records and reports of various State and Federal 
agencies'«," • 

4=- 
to 
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Table 15.- Acreage of principal crops harvested, by major divisions and 
regions, United States, averages 1930-54, anniial 1955 

Major division and 
region 

Average 

1930-39 l/:l940-44 l/;l945-49 l/;1950-54 2/; 
: 1955 2/ 

Northern: 
Northeastern-——— 

Com Belt———— 
Northern Plains——— 

Total .——— 

Southern: 
Appalachian —-— 
Southeastern—— 
Mississippi Delta- 
Southern Plains-—— 

Total — 

Western: 
Mountain————- 
Pacific ~ 

Total ^—  

United States- 

1,000 
acres 

19,325 
36,023 
72,723 

1,000 
acres 

18,896 
36,720 
73,311 
74.8?9 

1,000 
acres 

18,224 
37,585 
76,344 
80.863 

1,000 
acres 

17,234 
37,462 
77,799 
gPtgn 

1,000 
acres 

16,964 
37,757 
79,280 
78.467 

197,545   203,766   213,016   212,806  212,468 

22,747 
23,624 
17,369 

23,293 
21,642 
17,359 
40.610 

22,026 
18,179 
15,114 
40.606 

20,776 
16,504 
13,912 

20,014 
15,543 
13,335 
3?ti?i 

105,221  102,904   95,925   86,559  82,023 

19,581 
11|?2? 

22,163 
12.608 

24,288 
13.708 

25,105 24,567 
H«270 

30,904 34,771   37,996   39,429  38,837 

333,670  341,441  ,346,937  338,794  333,328 

1/ Ü. 3. Dept. of Agr., Agricultural Statistics, 1936, 1942, and 1952. For 
some years, especially 1936 to 1939, 44 and 45 crops, respectively, are in- 
cluded. If the acreages for the additional 7 to 8 crops were included, the 
total acreage for the 52 crops for these years would be approxiBiately 1 mil- 
lion acres greater. 
2/He vised acreages. Bureau of Agricxiltural Economics and Agricultural 

Marketing Service, Crop Production, Annual Summary, 1951-54. 
2/ Preliminary, Agricultural Marketing Service, Crop Production, Annual 

Suînniary, 1955. 
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years, thus increasing the acreage of grazing land in farms and decreasing 
that of outside farms. 

The acreage in permanent grassland pasture and range, exclusive of 
cropland used only for pasture, remained about the same, at 633 million 
acres in 195^ and 631 million in 19^9. Grassland range not in farms 
showed a decrease of ^3 ^dllion acres« Permanent grassland pasture in 
fanns, however, increased in this period by kk million acres rising from 
^16 million to 46Q million acres. This change occurred because of pasture 
improvement and the reporting of larger acreages of pasture in farms 
formerly considered outside farms. 

Most of the increase from 1939 to 195^ in the acreage of improved 
pasture occurred in the South and West. The acreage of improved pasture 
in the South rose from an estimated 57 million acres in 1939 to 77 million 
in 195^, an increase of 20 million acres. In the West, the acreage of 
improved pasture was estimated at 39 ßällion acres in 1939 and 58 million 
in 195^i on increase of 19 million acres. Although considerable improvement 
in pastures took place in the North from 1939 to 195^, the acreage rose by 
only 1 million acres, chiefly because of the large acreage of cultivated 
crops and the plow up of pastureland for cropping. The total acreage of 
improved pasture for continental United States was estimatea at 175 million 
acres in 1939 and 215 million acres in 195^, an increase of about 23 percent 
(table 16). 

Table I6.- Estimated acreage of improved pasture by major divisions, 
united States, 1939, 19^9^ and 195^ 

Major division 1939 19^9 195^ 

Nor the rn-—- ■— 

Southern —- 

Western ^  

united States 

Mil. acres Mil. acres Mil. acres 

79 80 80 

57 66 77 

39 54 58 

175 200 215 

Estimates based on various sources, including the Ü. S. Censuses of Agri- 
culture; the National Resources Board Reports l^S^f-^i-O; the Ü. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture Post War Planning Committee Reports 19^2-1^3; the U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture-Land Grant College Production Adjustment Reports 19i^l*-47i the 
Land Grant Gollege-U. S. Dept. of Agriculture Productive Capacity Survey 
Reports 1951-52; special studies made for the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture 
Yearbook (Grass) 1948; Ü. S. Agricultural Conservation Program Service 
Survey Reports; and other Federal and State reports and releases. 
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The acreage of cropland used only for pasture, as reported by the 
census of agriculture, declined from 69 million acres in 1949 to 66 
million in 1954* This change, however, does not reflect the large acreage 
of cropland seeded to pasture in the last few years• Much of the newly 
seeded cropland evidently was classified by farmers in reporting in the 
agricultural census as open permanent past\are (other pasture not cropland 
and not woodland)• 

Woodland and forest land grazed shifted downward significantly 
between 1949 and 1954, declining from 319 million acres to 301 million, 
or by 18 million acres. This change probably is the result of more 
accurate estimates of woodland actually grazed or usable for grazing; of 
growth of trees on cutover lands, and old fields and pastures; as well as 
of greater compliance with stock laws and better tiraberland management 
through control of grazing in areas where it might be harmful to trees. 

Changes in acreages of pastureland in the northern and southern 
regions, 1930"54#- From 1930 to 1954, pasture and grazing land increased 
by about 17 million acres in the southern pasture region that lies east 
of the western range. The acreage reported as pasture and grazing land, 
however, declined generally in the Northern States east of the western 
range, decreasing by 13 million acres as a v*iole from 1930 to 1954• Thus, 
in the East there was a total net increase of 4 million acres. In the 
South, there were substantial increases in the Southeastern States and the 
Southern Plains (table 1?). Among the chief factors that influenced the 
decline in pasture and grazing acreages in certain regions were : 

(1) The shift of some good soil areas in the Com Belt and other 
Northern States formerly in pasture to the cropland rotation. 

(2) An increase in acreage used for urban, industrial, and other 
special uses in and around several rapidly growing industrial centers. 

(3) The natural reforestation of considerable acreages formerly 
pastured or classified as pasture in the Northeastern, Lake, and 
Appalachian States. 

(4) Restriction of grazing in some forest areas in the South because 
grazing vras  considered harmful to growth of trees, or to protect watershed 
lands. 

Changes in area of the western range 193P-54*- From the days of the 
first settlers, the grasslands of the'West have supported domestic 
livestock. These lands were one of the first resources of the West to be 
used. In many instances, they were overused. Because of the long and 
heavy use, the livestock industry and the general public have been greatly 
interested in the extent and productive capacity of the range area. 

In 1936, the U. S. Department of Agriculture made a comprehensive 
analysis of the range situation in a report entitled "The Western Range." 
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Table 17.- Pasture and grazing land in the Norttiern and Southern pasture 
regions, 1930 and 195''^^ 

Ma^or division and 
region 

Northern: 
Northeastern-——•——-^,--— 
Corn Belt----——————— 
Lake States——————— 
Northern Plains ¿/——-———- 

Total—————— 

Southern; 
Appalachian---———— 
Southeastern———----—«-— 
Mississippi Delta————— 
Southern Plains 4/————- 

Total—— ^^--———^— 

Northern and Southern 
divisions———-—r- 

Total pasture and grazing land 2/ 

1930 195»» Change 

1,000 
acres 

24,665 
51,T05 
29,963 
2ft 586 

1,000 
acres 

16,551 
^9,053 
23,160 
28,972 

1,000 
acres 

-8,11ft 
-2,652 
-6,803 
ft,386 

1"0,919 117,736    -13>183 

50,136 
'*9,513 
50,372 
31.20ft 

37,6ft0 
5ft,370 
ft9,690 
^6,?1^ 

-12,ft96 
ft,857 
-682 

g^f711 

181 225 

312,lftft^ 

198,615_ 

316,351 

17,390 

ft, 207 

1/ The Northern and Southern pasture regions coBiprllBe the territory east of 
an irregular line following county boundaries (between the 98th and 100th 
meridians of longitude) and extending south through thé Northern and Soutoern 
Plains States, Including North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Okla- 
homa and Texas. The Western range area is the territory west of this line. 

2/ Total pastxare and grazing land ihcludes the followingi (a) In 1930: 
plowable pasture, open permanent pasture and woodland pasture in farms and all 
grazing land not in farms; (b) in 195ft: cropland used only for îpâsture, open 
permanent pasture (other pasture not cropland and not woodland), woodland 
pasture In farms, and all grazing land not In farms. 

3/ îHie eastern portion of the Northern Plains States. See footnote 1. 
ft/ The eastern portion of the Southern Plains Statea. See footnote 1. 
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The history of range use, areas in different cover types, classes of 
ovmership, and capabilities of the land were exhaustively treated according 
to the data available from 1930 to 1935* Use of the range has continued 
and "idJLl remain important because of the increased demand for nfôât and 
other livestock products* This fact makes it desirable to bring together 
comparable statistics on the extent of the range area after the lapse of 
approximately a quarter centuiy* 

About 683 million acres now make up the range area as compared with 
728 million acres reported for 1930 (table 18 and also appendix tables 41 
to 43). This represents a decrease of 45 million acres, of which 20 
ndUion were in private ownership; 18.4 million were public land; and 6.4 
million were Indian land. 2ß/ This change in acreage x*as made up in large 
part of the following: (1) Development and plow up of certain range areas 
for cultivated crops; (2) absorption of rangeland for urban and industrial 
uses and for airfields and national defense purposes; (3) restocking and 
closing to grazing of certain forest areas formerly grazed; (4) closing of 
depleted areas and spots of poisonoiis plants to grazing; and possibly (5) 
refinement in statistics of arid areas and forest lands actually used for 
grazing. Irrigation development, homesteading, reservation of scenic 
areas for national parks, and the setting apart of wilderness and wildlife 
refuges also were factors in the changes in land ownership and lis 
in the region. 

About 355 million acres are now in private ownership; 42 million are 
in Indian ownership; and 286 million are publicly owned. Of the latter, 
244 million acres are in Federal, and 42 million in State ownership. In 
1930, 376 million acres were privately ownedÍ 4Ö million were Indian owned; 
239 million acres were Federally owned; and 65 million acres were State 
owned. 

Examination of the statistics on Federal grazing land in 1930 and 1954 
indicates the following reasons for the 5 mi 11ion-acre increase in Federal 
land reported grazed or usable for grazing: (1) Purchase of the land- 
utilization project lands, (2) development of the grazing-district program, 

10^ U. S.' "Department of Agriculture, Report on the Western Range, Senate 
Doc. 199/74th Cong., 2d Sess., 620 pp., iTUis*, 1936^ The Western Range 
area of 728 million acres reported included plowable and irrigated pasture, 
open permanent pasture or nonforested pasture and woodland pasttJtre in farms 
and ranches, from the 1930 Census of Agricialture, plus all grassland, wood- 
land, and forest land not in farms or ranches classified as usable and open 
for grazing (except for certain national park areas); as of the various 
dates such data were available from 1930 to 1935• In order to make the 
1954 data comparable, the following items were included: Cropland used 
only for pasture and irri^ted pasttu:*e, as well as open permanent pasture 
(pasture not cropland and not woodland); and woodland pasture in fan^ and 
ranches, plus all grassland, woodland, and forest land usable for grazing 
not in farms and ranches classed as usable and open for grazing. Because 
of the dates -vdien data were assembled, the comparisons in text and tables 
have been labeled 1930 and 1954* 
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Table l8.- All pastiire and range in the Western Range region, 1930 and 195^ l/ 

^____  Grassland, voodland, and forest pasture and range 

Cover classes 

Grassland or nonforest pasture 
and range 4/~ ~—-—^ 

Woodland and forest range ¿/——-- 

Total pasture and range 6/—• 

Change 
1930-195^ 

1 000 acres 

57^,014 

15^182 

728,196 

1_000 acres 1 OOO^acres 

536,53^ -37,tóO 

.1^^^855_ ._ -7,327 

683,389 -U,807 

Ownership of pasture and range land 

Ownership classes 

Public land- 

Indian land-« 

Prívate land- 

Total—— 

Change 
1930-195^ 

1 PQQ acres   1 000 acres 1 000 acres 

304,259 

W,391 

285,847 

42,035 

-18,412 

-6,356 

-20,039 

728,196 683,389 -44,807 

1/ The Western Range region is defined as the 11 Western States plus the 
counties of the Great Plains States west of an irregular line near the 
100th meridian. 

2/ From basic tables prepared for the Western Range Report, U. S, Senate 
Doc. 199V A substantial part of the acreage data used were as of 1930 and the 
rest were from varioxzs dates 1930 to 1935* For the western range area see map, 
page 2 (fig. 1), and tables 1 to 5 inclusive of the Western Range Report. 
¿/compiled from 1954 Census of Agriculture reports, and records and reports 

of Federal and State land management, conservation, and other agencies. 
Includes range areas closed to grazing for conservation and restoration 
purposes for both periods, 1930 and 1954. 

4/ Grassland or nonforested pasture and range includes plowable pasture, 
irrigated pasture, cropland used only for pasture and open permanent pasture 
(pasture not cropland and not woodland), in farmsj and nonforested grassland 
or open grazing land not in farms. 
¿/ Forest and woodland pasture and range includes farm woodland pastured 

and nonfarm woodland and forest land usable for the grazing of domestic 
livestock. 
6/ For more details on acreages by cover and ownership classes, refer to 

tables 46 to 50. 
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and possibly (3) an increase stemming from more complete reporting of all 
Federal acreage open to grazing or usable for grazing. H/ About the same 
acreage of Federal land was closed to grazing in both years* The total 
acreage of public land grazed (that is. Federal, State, and county land 
combined) declined in the same period. The amo\int of State land decreased 
because of sales and transfers to other uses, such as those for forest and 
institutional purposes. Private land and Indian land grazed also showed 
decreases in acreages because of development for farming and reduction in 
acreages of forest areas grazed. 

Seeding of pasture.- Financial aid was given by the Agricultural 
Conservation Program in the seeding and reseeding of 6.1 million acres of 
pasture in 1952, and 4»6 million acres in 1953• The Southern States.from 
VirgiJiia to Texas had 4.? million acres of the total pastiire seeded and 
reseeded in 1952 and 3*7 million acres in 1953• Only part of the acreage 
seeded was cropland, as a considerable part of it was reseeding or 
improvement of existing pasture areas and part represented newlj?- cleared 
land in forested and brushland areas. 

Artificial seeding and reseeding of pasture and rangeland averaged 
5.8 million acres per year from 1951 to 1953 (table 19). An average of 
nearly 400,000 farmers participated in this program for these years. 
Plowing up of sod and its incorporation in the cropland rotation has added 
to the cropland area, but it has*made necessaiy additional pasture seedings 
to maintain pasture production. 

Revie^v of current information on pasture seeding indicates that 
possibly as much as 1 1/2 million acres of cropland were seeded to pasture 
per year in 1953 and 1954* Statistics are not available as to the exact 
acreages seeded to pasture, but data on production and disappearance of 
pasture seed indicate that acreage seeded changed very little from 1953 
to 1954. 

Severe drou^ts in 1953 and 1954 in the South and the Great Plains 
prevented or discouraged pasture seeding. In the North and l^îidwest, a 
plentiful supply of feed grain, hay, and pasture feed were factors in 
making it unnecessary to increase pasture seeding. The acreages of hay 
reported harvested in 1953 and 1954 were affected by the same factors. 
Probably they are indicative of the pasture situation with respect to 
seeding during the last 2 years. 

An estimated 80 million acres of pasture were seeded or reseeded on 
farms xinder the agricultural conservation program in 20 years from 1936 
to 1955, inclusive (fig. 6). Operators of many small, part-time and 

^ Increase¥~ln Federal land used for grazing from 1930 to 1954 are 
indicated in the public domain acreages of Arizona, California, Montana, 
and Oregon, and on the land-utilization project lands acquired in 
Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota. 
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Table 19 •- Artificial seeding or reseeding of pastiire and rangeland under the 
Agricultural Conservation Program, by major divisions. United States, 
3-y<&ar averages 1936-53 

Period 
Major division 

;  Total 
Northern '  Southern  1 • • • • 

Western  ; 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

280 611 118 1,009 

1,800 641 854 3,295 

1,412 1,604 390 3,406 

835 3,070 705 4,610 

533 S,Ô25 500 4,858 

633 4,642 561 5,836 

1936-38-  

1939-41-  

1942-44-  

1945-47—  

1948-50—  

1951-53-—— 

1936-53— 

Total 
1936-53— 

916 

16,479 

2,399 

43,179 

521 

9,386 

3,836 

69,044 

U. S, Dept. of Agr., Agricultural Program Conservation Sunanaries 1936-49, 
1947-51, 1952, and 1953. 
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specialized dfarmsdi^ take part in the prograia and there is reason to 
believe that considerable acreages of inrproved i^isture seeded or reseeded 
onrbhese fanns are not included in the foregpij^ îmich as 70 
million acres is estimated to hav^ been seeded^outside ttó thus 
iraJdjig a total of ^^1^ millDX)n acres jseededazKi otherwise iß^^ in the 
last 2 decades^ /^      \ 

Trends in JDraina^y Cíe^^g¿ and Irri^^ion 

JDrainage, flood control, clearing, Irri^ion^ developnent 
have alJ. been iinportant in acMing to^ acreages of cropland and iupxsved ^ 
pasture and to their productivity per acre> Irrâgated land inci^ased by 
8 Mllion acres from 194Ö to 1950 or:l^ Hhe trend 
to-ward irrig^rtaon continued upwaoi^ifrom 1950 to 1954 withk a gain of 3 • 8 
million acres in 4 years, aji increase of 950,000 acres per year 
(table 20) •However^ close examinat^iôn of figiu:*er by States ^^^^ 

^increases in irrigated acreage in the Pa^eific States, a^ in leseas and 
and several Eastern States^   Notable increases occurred in the big public 
projects    such as .tiSe Colunibia Bs^itf^^ of^lfesMJigton and the Central Valley 
of California*    Individ^^ 
>fôlls accounted ^r imich of the increase in Tè3ots> aúLtí^ has been 
gc^p'wth in the Lower Rio Grande and other Western Valley areas.   Among the 
Mountain States, Arizona, Idaho, and Mo^ 
btA an ajpprecia^bledeclixie occurred fori^G^ Nevada, 
chie:ny because of a shortage of water in these St^ As in the Pacific 
States the increases in the IfoimtainStó the public 
project areas (fig#7)^r 

^ ;^^ from 
1940 to 1950, :joriK)re^tî^ 21).    Many 
drainage and flood eoiri^li^^ 
especially : in the MissiBs^   M^tó^Deltat States •    Land cleared from 1950 
to 1955 ranged fr<m 

Studies of land development in the SoiAheaatern and Gulf Co 
Plains and the LovrerlíLssissippi Delta ^^^ in 
acreage of new cixyplâuid and inproved pastureland^ 12/ This laad development 
was made possible in part by flood-control auîd draina^ proj^       undertaken 
over an extended period by local district groups and Pederal agencies*^ 
Records of levee building and levee dist^ricts in Mssissippi,^ drainage ^^^ 
clearing of JLand in Arkansas, and draina^ of swampland in Louisiana show 
that local gipups and private individxials hâve nade large investments in 
such developments, 

12/ Anderson^ James R>, Land Use and Development. Southeastern nnasfval 
min, Ü,S. Dept. Agr., Agr/ Inf• Bui. 154^^ PPM illus-^ reports 
of State Productive Caî)acity Committees, Noverab^^^^ reports and 
records of the U.S. Agricultural Conservation aiKi Soil Conservation 
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Table 20,- Irrigated land in farms, by major divisions and regions. United 
States,  specified years, 1939-54 

Major division * 
and ;       1939       ;       1944 

ï'egion * * 
1949        •       1954 

Northern: 
Northeastern  

Corn Belt—- 
Northern Plains- 

Total- 

: 
20 43 87 188 
8 8 28 51 
9 8 16 69 

631 804 1.128 1.631 

668 863 1,259 1,939 

2 2 6 85 
127 223 375 490 
573 824 1,004 1,698 
899 . 1.322 .....3.166 4.8i'i  

Southern: 
Appa3,achian— ^-1 
Southeastern--  
Mississippi Delta-— 
Southern Plains—^— 

Total—«-.— :      1,601 2,371 4,551 7,088 

Western * • 
Mountain— ——I     9,913 10,703 11,643 11,208 
Pacific •——-.5.801 6.602 8.334 9.317 

Total -I   15,714 17,305 19,977 20,525 

United states——:    17,983 20,539 25,787 29,552 
- *       - - ■ ■ 

As reported by the Census of Agriculture, 1940-1945, 1950, and 1954. 
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Table 21.- Land in organized drainage enterprises > by mçijor divisions and 
regions. United States, specified years, 1920-50 1/ 

Major division and 
region 

Northern: 

Northeas tern—- 

Lake States  

Com Belt •-■ 

Northern Plains- 

Total--—-—• 

Southern: 

Appalachian—  

Southeas te rn-—— 

Mississippi Deltia- 

Southern Plains- 

Total- •—— 

Western: 

Moun tai n -——-—-- 

Pacific————— 

Total-— — 

United States— 

1920 

1,000 
acres 

19,757 

28,92U 

2»l6k 

50^81*1 

1,265 

1,81*3 

7,3^7 

2,178 

12,633 

810 

.1,201 

2.017 

1930 19^0 1950 
Change 
19i^O-50 

1,000 
acres 

21,5^8 

32,700 

2,929 

1,000 
acres 

578 

20,730 

32,19i* 

3,227 

1,000 
acres 

21,979 

35,19^ 

_MïL 

1,000 
acres 

166 

l,2i*9 

3,oo0 

230 

57,rrL_ 56,72S>- - 61,37^ k 6h5 

1,873 

6,2k7 

11,275 

3,05i* 

1,970 

2,812 

k/îB2 

1,908 

6,016 

11,703 

_4,Ul6_ 

24,043_ 

2,750 

6,506 

19,886 

_i,096 

35,238 

842 

490 

8,183 

1 680 

11 19 

2,773 

3,^22 

6>195 

2,671 

.3 ^05 

6.076 

■102 

-17 

■^9 

65,495   84,408   86,967   102,688   15,721 

1/ Including irrigation enterprises that have their own drainage. 

Ü. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Agriculture, 1950. Drainage of Agri- 
cultural Lands, 1950, vol. 4. 
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Altogether^ it is estinated that from 192^ than a milüon 
acres of new iaiid iflrere devBl^ in the Lcwer Mississippi 

/fîiver DeO/ba,   An»Dng th^ tgr local people^^^a^ contributing to 
successful land; <îevelpF«nen^       recent years ha^ been Í1) Jjicorj^ 
lar^r areas^lti plans for drainage oxrblets, and inç>roveBients in channels 
and levees ;  (2) adaptation of poi^r tiyachimin^^^^^ 
and clearing;  (3) selection of land suitah^ and 
(if) a^ilability of more technical inföxiimtion oh soils ^drainage, and 
impï^^d fam i^ractices awiapted to the ne€id^ of the re^^     Another 7 to 
& million acres are sca^tere^ of the 
Southeast,   A3^ough limited data suggest that souse of this acreage may be 
economically suited to development under present conditions^ additional^ 
research on the costs of and retun^ uses for t;his land 
is needed in order to deterirdne ecoriomic f easi^ 

^As ; an üídication of the importance of land deve3^ 
improroment^ average acreages of fajinlaMdrai^^ irrigation, 
and cleared per year from 1%9 to 1953. with the technical assistance of 
the Soil Conservation Service and the Agricultural Conservation Program 
Service are cited lielow.   For exaßjsle^ tecfinieal assistanc^^ 
for draimge of 1^2^^,^ 
2/4^^000 acres iCfig^S).    On the aveî^age, 35^^000 axïres were lev^^     for 
irrig3.tion with technic^^ aad and 394,000 acres KiäJif aid.    The 
opersAors on iroch^^ o^^^^ also 
received financial aäl.   Accordingly, the acreages reported^ under the two 
programs are not î^^ Eess financial assistance has been 
given for land clearing than for other^a*acti^es. ^^^T^   acreage cleared 
frömjl949 to 1953 wüh financial îïelpja^raged 363^000 ac^       In 1955, 
890,000 acres were cleared with technical assistajnee.    Reports for these 
pro^ra^ show- that somewhat ^1^^ for 
irrig^ion jñpom 1945^^^t^^^ land 
oleaared, drained,; and lev^   for irrigation % re^^    from 1936 to 1953 
with financial assistance under the Agricultiu:^! CpnservaJ^ 
shcHnni in the appeítíix, 1^ 

Technical help in ]^^ü?d to soil^  slo^   and erosion hazards is 
inqportant in selecting suitable land for clearing, drainage, or irri^tion, 
as well as in the setting up o^ 
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Additional acreages of Isüid viere developed and inqproved by individuals 
withoxrb technical or financial assistanc^^ jj/ 

Developiisnt of land f or e 
present cropland and pasture land/tto^  clearing, draiimge, irrigation 
and in other vratys, is an important means of obtaining increased 
agricultural production* Little information is available on the costs of 
different tjrpes iDf land development under current     and by various 
alternative methods. Neither is there sufíití.ent Information on 
altemative uses for the land that is developed; Comparisons are needed 
of the relative costs of land development in differe^nt areas as well as 
of the retuñis in^ alternative uses, such as croplsüid^ pasture, and forest» 

Kost landL suitable for developroent said improvement is in established 
farsiß. For the most part, cun:entdevelopmiK:it is designed to fill out and 
make present farms teore efficient by enlarging and: improving the layout of 
fields and pasturéis. I^ 
use machinery more effectively. Much of the new cropland developed in 
recent years has been more productive than the la^ taken out of 
Cultivation in the soil-conservation and CTOp-al^    programs, or 
that which has been left idle and äi)Mdohedfor^^i^^ crops. Although 
the changes 3jn land use are small percentagewise, they jbidicate an effort 
to improve layouts and increase pi^duction on pre   farms. 

^/Financial ^assistajicef^ clearing^ drainage^ and irrigation practices 
has varied between States and regions; dependljig to some extent on their 
r0ing in importaiice by State conmittees as a itöan^ 
conservation ^^rming. In soiœ States> ^fíjnanciü 
for clearing <xr fbr drainage and irrigation pï^^ was judged 
that other practices were more suitable to the^^eás of the areat For 
esample, in niany instances, financial aid: A^ given for clearing brush 
from pasturelandy and not for clearings lÄien 
assistance was granted ior clearing cr^^        restricted to clearing 
suitable land to permit shift of steep or badly eroded land to grass or 
trees. Thixs, while the aereaos improved with fina^ are 
indicative of such work they do not represent tiie total acreages improved. 
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APPENDIX 

Tálales 

Table 22. - Major uses of land^ by regions and States^ lS>51i 

State and region 

Maine-*-^-- •— 
New Hampshire-  
Vermont— —— 
Massachusetts--^— - 
Rhode Island  
Connecti cut  
New York-—  
New Jersey — 
Pennsylvania  
Delaware-^  
Maryland  
Northeast——— 

Ohio—  
Indi ana  
Illinois-'  
Iowa—— —-— 
Missouri- -.-—-.—s 

Com Belt-^ - 

Michigan —- 
Wisconsin — 
Minnesota — 

Lake States —- 

: Pasture and 

-    iL 

Virginia- — 
West Virginia- 
North Carolina--- 
Kentucky— — 
Tennessee — 

Appalachian—— 

South Carolina-  
Georgia  
Florida  
Alabama— —• 

Southeast -- 

Mississippi— 
Arkansas  
Louisiana  

Delta States- 

1,000 
acres 

1,27U 
385 

1,072 
561 
69 

1+67, 
7,86U 
1,096 
7,399 

519 
2,12ú 

22,830 

13,05U 
13,877 
2it,050 
26,170 
16,117 
95,268 

10,836 
12,766 
22,295 

1+5,897 

U,886 
1,835 
7,26t 

10,óm 
9.096 

33,722 

U,Ö91 
9>009 
3,hU3 
7.Ú81 

2i+,82l+ 

7,805 
8,863 
5.U91; 

22,162 

1,000 
acres 

251* 
157 
7UI+ 
153 

12 
168 

3,222 
9U 

1,939 
26 

ia.7 
7,186 

;Forest and : Special:Miscellan- :Approximate 
woodland    :    uses    :eous other :  land area 

3/ i      y      iland5/       : M- 

3,009 
l,3lii 
2,083 
3,799 
6.625 

16,830 

l,0it5 
2,520 
2,722 

6,267 

2,771 
2,277 
1,531; 
1,759 
1,808 

10,lli9 

781 
1,851 
U,88l 
2.U5U 

9,967 

3,Uá2 
2,298 
2.721 

8,501 

1^000 
acres 

16,901 
ii,76l 
3,720 
3,270 

U30 
1,979 

12,073 
l,9Ul 

15,108 
451+ 

2 900 

1,000 
acres 

58U 
232 
155 
795 
iU5 
U2l| 

li,507 
1,111 
2,961 

118 
1/ 602 

1,000 
acres 

853 
236 
2U7 
256 
21 
97 

3,018 
572 

l,li22 
II49 
320 

63,537       ll,63li 7,191 

5,396 
lt,0U5 
3,9)4? 
2,505 

15.1U0 

2,211t 
1,678 
2,738 
2,125 
2.096 

2,567 
2,257 
2,980 
1,270 
2.327 

31,033       10,851       11,Í401 

19,0U5 
16,U97 
18,909 

2,761 
2,239 
3,931 

2,607 

3,31+9 

5U,U5l        8,931        7,11+5 

15,527 
9,866 
19,160 
11,167 
12,301 

1,567 

2,11+9 
1,1+1+6 
1,883 

78I 
878 

1,315 
500 

1,662 

68,021 7,600 5,136 

11,891+ 
23,667 
21,787 
20,766 

1,201 
2,399- 
3,231+ 
1.562 

51+8 
503 

1,333 
1+27 

78,111+ 8,li76 2,361 

l6,l;l+G 
■19,295 
15.906 

1,312 
1,1+25 
1.631+ 

1,200 
1,831 
3.m9 

5l,6i+l 14,371 6,180 

1,000 
'acres 

.19,866 
! 5,771 
\ 5,938 

5,035 
677 

3,135 
30,681+ 

1+,81U 
28,829 
1,266 

7/6,363 
112,378 

26,21+0 
23,171 
35,798 
35,869 
I+Í+.305 

165,383 

36,1+91+ 
35,011 
51 206 

122,711 

25,532 
15,1+11 
31,1+22 
25,513 
26.750 

124,628 

19,395 
37,U29 
31+, 728 
32.690 

12lt,2li2 

30,239 
33,712 
28,901+ 

92,655 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued 
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Table 22.- J^tejor uses ci land^b^ régions arid States, 1954 - Continued 

: :Pastiire and 
State and region * Cropland i/-«razing land 

:        -^:nonforested 

[Forest and * Special • Miscella- * Approximate 
V woodland * uses  'neous other' land area 

Oklalipma- - -—*—- 
îexas-^————-- 

Soutteertt Plains- 

ÎÎortlï l)a]K)ta—^-r- 
Söuth Dakota-—-— 
Sebraska———- " 
Kansas*——-—— 

: 1^000 
: acres 

. : i4,77lf 

• : 52,120 

1,000 
acres 

16,203 
88/150 

1CA,353 

1,000 
acres 

10,289 
32,810 

i^3,^9 

1,000 
acres 

2,Öl*ifr 
5>irô7 
7/531 

1,000 
acres 

870 
4.855 
5,725 

:i,ooo 
acres 

Wt,l80 
l68^i^8 
212,828 

27,872 
19,692 
23,.269 

J0^210_ 

13,30a 
2lt,764 
22,5^2 
17.796 

551 
2,133 
1,080 
X,&6i» 

2,152 
l,Bit6 
1,788 
2.050 

961 
5tó 
385 
829 

Horthem Plains---: 101,01^3 78,402 5,^28 7,836 2,723 

if4,836 
U8,983 
íi9,06i^ 

155,^32 

Mbntaoa--------—: 15>005 
Iclisho^^*-—^--»^  Î ^»'m 
Wyoming-—-————-• 2,582 
Colóráao——--——: 11,257 
Hew Mexico————Î 2,501»^ 
Arizona-————: 1,615 
Utah——————: 2,037 
Bfevaas————-—--: 67a 
Mountain————: 41,218 

5¥,7tó 
25,766 
l^8,l^8^^ 
33,237 
50,178 
W,838 
27,577 
46,070 

19,803 
17,410 
t,720 
19,523^ 
20,369 
18>412 
15,409 
^1*^09 

3,310 
1,954 
2,845 
1>977 
2,596 
5,086 
3,351 
5,019 

502 
2,302 
773 
516 

2>120 
2,737 
4,327 
6.989 

330,892 130,155   26,138  : 20,266 

93,362 
52,972 
62,404 
66,510 
77,767 
72,688 
52,701 
70.265 

51*8,669 

Washington--——— 
Oregon————— 
California————i 

Pacific———— 26,243 

7,628 
25,561 
26,661 

59,850 

21,576 
28,931 
39,398 

3,121 
1,580 

12,129 

2,708 
288 

8,875 

89,905 ; 16,830  ; 11,871 

42,743 
61,642 

:100,3l4 

204,699 

united states—: 465,327 632,417 615V384  110,198  80,499   i,903;825 

^ txcesXBAtYiax-^eiiX&à,,  crop failure, culti»ateçléuBBner fallow, cropland idle, croplarid used 
for trover or soil-iuprovemènt crops, and cropland used onl^ for pasture in 195V. An up- 
ward adjustment of about 2 percent in trie acreage of cropland harvested reported by the 
U.S; Census of Agriculture was made to çon5)ensate for some of the underenumeration 
indicated by the postenumeratlon survey conducted by thé U, S. Bureau of the Census. 
£/Noñforested pasture in fannci excluding cropland Used only for pasture, plus estimates 

of qpen or nonforested ©razing land not in farms from Federal and State public land-mahage- 
ment and conservation agencies. 
3/ Woodland and forest ar^as as reported by the U.S. Forest Service in the preliminary 

report, Timber ft^source Review, 1955, éxclüslTC^^ areaa in 
perks and certain other special-use areas and some nonstocked areas duplicated in cropland 
and pàstM-e areas r^orted by the U. S. GensUs of Agriculture, 1954, . 
4/ Estimates of areas in highways, roads> and railroad rights-of-wàyj airports; farmsteads 

and farm roads and lanes; urban and town areas; parks; wildlife refuges; national, defense 
areas; and flood-control areas. 
¿/Miscellaneous unaccounted-for areas not included among other major uses, Including 

marshes, sand dunes, bare rock areas, and deserts. 
6/ As reported by the U. S. Census of Agriculture, 1954. 
2/ Includes: data for District of Columbia, 
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fable 23. -Major uses of land in farms, by regions and States, 195U 

State and region : Cropland 
„        : 1/ 

: 1,000 
: acres 

Maine -■ —', 1,27U 
New Hampshire \ 385 
Vemont —--^ —[ 1,072 
Massachusetts •———| ¿61 
Rhode Island———; 69 
Connecticut'——-—i .ii67 
New York —-• 7,861; 
New Jersey- ——* 1,096 
Pennsylvania — -| 7,399 
Delaware —■ -: 5l9 
Maryland —[ 2,12lt 

Northeast —«i 22,830 

Ohio -^— ——^- • I3,051i 
Indiana '"" * 13,877 
Illinois — '' 2k,050 
Iowa ^- — ; 26,170 
Missouri—— -"■* 13^117 

Com Belt j 95, 268 

Michigan — —« j 10^836 
Wisconsin —•-—^—— • 12,766 
Minnesota. ——j 22,295 

Lalie States ---—: li5,897 
• ■"" 

Virginia ¡ 
West 7ir:3inia^—, 
North Carolina —^—, 
Kentuclqr—-——" ; 
T ennes see- ^-—*—-^^^ 

Appalachian; -—— 

South Carolina—'-- 
Georgia-^—-—^-^- 
Florida^-—.——-—. 
Alabama---————  
Southeast———= 2U, 82U 

Mississippi—-—-—; 7,öo5 
Arkansas—- —"l^    8,863 
Louisiana-—-——.* $yh9h 

Delta States -—î 22,162 

See footnotes at end of table. 

Pasture 
2/ 

!Total wood-:    other     ' Total 
: land not    :    land ^ ^ Acreage y^ Percentage cf 

1,000 
acres 

hQk 

1>372 
280 

23 
263 

ii,28U 
133 

2,693 
U9 

611 

pastured ;land area 

10,537 

il, 360 
2,882 
U,033 
5,583 

12.907 
29,765 

2,679 
6,261 
5,583 

1U,523 

1,000 
acres 

1,712 
681 
80l 
50U 

52 
3ÍJ3 

2,109 
283 

2,lj.03 
192 
939 

1,000 
acres 

he 
70 
9k 
11 
65 

8lU 
153 
667 

223 

1,000 
acres 

3,6lit 
l,ii57 
3,318 
l,ii39 

155 
1,138 

15,071 
1,665 

13,162 
8llt 

3«897 

10,022 2,3Ul        Ít5,730 

1,U57 
1,212 

966 
350 

2.Q03 

1,121 
1,262 
1,3U9 
1,9U2 
1,168 

19,992 
19,233 
30,398 
3U,0U5 
3ÍÍ.195 

5,988 6,8U2       137,863 

1,675 
2,llU 
1^537 

1,277 
1,366 
2,870 

i6,í;67 
22,507 
32,285 

5,326 5,513        71,259 

27,1+63 19,563 2,211 7U,061 

Ö,62U 
6,006 
3,780 

2,526 
1.690 

730 
519 
i;77 

20,703 
17,9liii 

Percgnt 

18.2 
25.2 
55.9 
28.6 
22.9 
36.3 
l;9.l 
3h.6 
U5.7 
61^.3 
61.2 

18,U10 7,760 1,756 50,088 

iiG.7 
76.2 
83.0 
6U.9 
9ÍÍ.9 
77.2 

S3.Í; 

li5.1 
6it.3 
63.0 

58.1 

U,886 U,325 5,032 liU3 m,686 57.5 
1,835 3,552 1,763 202 7,352 li7.7 
7,26U 2,790 7,733 U73 18,260 58.1 

10,6ia 3,521 3,088 781* I8,03ii 70.7 
9.096 U,027 3,716 816 17,655 óó.O 

33,722 . 18,215 21,332 2,718 75,987 61.0 

i;,891 2,028 3,916 .       23U 11,069 57.1 
9,009 6,U52 8,085 U73 2U,019 6U.2 
3,iiU3 11,932 1,825 962 18,162 52.3 

:      7.U81 7,051 5,737 ■       5U2 20,811 63.7 
59.6 

"SO" 
53.2 
39.6 

53.9 

- Continued 
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Table 23. - Major uses of land in f^:ms, by regions and States^ 19$k - Continued 

State and region Cropland 

1,000 
acres 

: Total wood- 
Pasture -land not 

i/       : pastured 
1,0ÛÔ  ^ "^^ TTSÖT 

acres 

Other 
land 

3¿ 

Total 

acres 

.     t / : Percentage of 
Acreage V .^^^^ ^^3^ 

1,ÛOÔ 
acres 

Oklahoma -— — 
Texas-  

Southern Plains^— 

North Dakota  
South Dakota • 
Nebraska ■  
Kansas^—  

Northern Plains— 

Montana— *—- 
Idaho —™- 
Wyoming -"•-—— 
Colorado  
New Mexico • • 
Arizona^  
Utah—  
Nevada-—■——  

Mountain —- 

Washington ^——•-— 
Oregon- — • 
California—^ — 

Pacific •  

United States—- 

15,005 
5,5U0 
2,582 

11j257 
2,501; 
1,615 
2,037 

678 

acres 

Ít5,895 
7,877 

32,000 
26,152 
1*6,065 
39,085 
9,713 
7.385 

192 
262 

29 
169 
269 

5U 
h9 
16 

377 
685 
372 
807 
613 

1,036 
1*63 
153 

6l,li69 
lli,36U 
3U,989 
38,385 
1*9,1*51 
1*1,790 
12,262 
8.232 

Percent 

ll*,77lt 
37.31*6 

1^,710 
106,083 

1*58 
1.152 

688 
1.232 

35,630 
ia5.8l3 

80,6 
86.5 

52,120 125,793 1,610 1,920 181,1*1*3 85.3 
27,872 
19,692 
23,269 
30,210 

11,780 
23,882 
22,973 
18,1*31 

205 
113 
192 
31*5 

2,019 
1,263 
1,053 
1.037 

Ul,876- 
U*,95o 
1*7,1*87 
50.023 

93.U 
91.8 
96.8 
95.2 

101,01*3 77,066 855 5,372 181*, 336 9l*.3 

65.8 
27.1 
56.1 
57.7 
63.6 
57.5 
23.3 
11.7 

1*1,218 211*, 178 1,01*0 1*,506 260,91*2 1*7.6 

7,710 
5,282 
13.251 

8,613 
il*,i*51* 
22,011* 

822 
791 
712 

1*96 
520 

1.818 

17,6la 
21,01*7 
37.795 

1*1.3 
3l*.l 
37.7 

26,21*3 J*.5,08l 2,325 2,831* 76,1*83 37.1* 

ii65,327 581,031     75,821 36,013 1,158,192 60,8 

1/ Cropland harvested, crop failure, cultivated sunnner fallow, cropland idle, cropland 
used for cover, or soil-improvement crops, and cropland used only for pasture, in 195U» 
Ah upward adjustment of about 2 percent in the acreage of cropland harvested reported 
by the U, S. Census of Agriculture was made to compensate for some of the underenumer- 
ation indicated by the postenumeration survey conducted by the Ü, S, Bureau of the Census« 

2/ Open permanent pasture (not cropland and not woodland) and woodland pastured as 
reported by the U, S. Census of Agriculture, 195¡4. Cropland used only for pasture is 
included mth total cropland, 
2/ Other land includes farmsteads, fana roads and lanes, ditches, and wasteland. 

The upward adjustment in cropland harvested was compensated for by a reduction in the 
acreage of other land in farms reported by the U. S, Census of Agri-culture, 195Í;. 

h/ As reported by the U. S. Census of Agriculture, 195it. 
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Table 2^^.- Major uses of land not in farms, by regions and States, 195^ 

State and region 
Grazing land: Woodland and 
not in farms: forest not 

1/    : grazed 2/ 

Other land 
3/ 

Total 

V 

Maine  
New Hampshire- 
Vermont——— 
Massachusetts- 
Rhode Island- 
Connecticut— 
lew York-  
flew Jersey—— 
Pennsylvania- 
Delaware-—— 
Maryland -r 

Northeast- 

Ohio— 
Indiana— 
Illinois- 
Iowa  
Missouri- 

Corn Belt- 

Michigan— 
Wisconsin- 
Minnesota- 

Lake States- 

Virginia——— 
West Virginia— 
Worth Carolina- 
Kentucky-—-— 
Tennessee  

AüT^alachian- 

South Carolina ■— 
üeor;^ia —— 
Florida- — 
Alabama  

Southeast ■  
r.'insissippi— —— 
Arkansas  
Louisiana-'  

Delta States — 

1,000 acres 

350 
160 
U68 
121 

0 
llO 

5^2 
0 

$1*6 
0 
0 

2,237 

560 
0 
0 
0 

5,572 

1,019 
859 

1.056 

2,93U 

1,518 
2,060 
1,91U 
1,981 
1,6U6 

9,119 

1,827 
5,610 
9,1(59 
5,38U 
22,280 

9,102 
10,695 
25,389 

1,000 acres 

1U,609 
3,732 
1,820 
2,518 

367 
1,501 
8,350 
1,619 

ll,ii05 
239 

1.767 

U7,927 

2,028 
1,265 
1,031 

371 
1.8U3 

6,538 

1U,717 
9,783 

13.Í455 

37,955 

7,)423 
U,768 
8,257 
U,336 
U.720 

29,50li 

U,90ii 
5,371 
3,1*52 
5.0U8 

18,775 
2,162 
3,959 
2.it62 
8,583 

1,000 acres 

1,293 
U22 
332 
957 
155 
i»56 

6,711 
1,530 
3,716 

213 
5/699 

16,U8U 

3,660 
2,673 
it,369 
l,i;53 
3.255 

i5,Uio 

U,291 
1,662 
U.lqo 

10,563 

1,905 
1,231 
2,991 
1,162 
2.729 

10,018 

1,595 
2,li29 
3,655 
1.UU7 
9,126 
1,782 
2,707 
1*.306 
8,795 

1,000 acres 

16,252 
it,3li| 
2,620 
3,596 

522 
1,997 

15,613 
3,11*9 

15,667 
U52 

5/2.1*66 

66,61i8 

6,21*8 
3,938 
5,1*00 
1,82U 

10.110 

27,520 

20,027 
12,501* 
18.921 

5i,U52 

10,81*6 
8,059 

13,162 
7,1*79 
9.095 

U8,61*l 

8,326 
13,1*10 
16,566 
11.879 
50,181 
9,536 

15,768 
17.1*63 
1*2,767 

See footnotes at end of table. - Continued 
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3Ätelé^l^.- Major uses of J^ndí^ in farms, by regions and States, 1951* - Continued 

State and region 
: Grazing land: Wpodlaad and 
: not In faimst forest not 
t 1/ ; fyazedig/: 

1,000 acres 1,000 acres 

Okliûîojna—™—— 
Texas----——-— 

il,0ii3 
8,723 

2,201 
V5>Ö02 

Southern Plains—----'       12,766 7,283 

Nprthv Dako t a-™--—>--— 
South Dakota———— 
Mebraska--——-——— 
Kansas——.——*.—— 

Northern Plains———*- 

Hontanar—-.—-—--— 
Idaho--———i————- 
Wyoming—-——.--î—--- 
Colorado——-----——i* 
New iCexico--—^--—---- 
Arizona--———-—,— 
Utah—--.—. —— 
Nevada——- 

1,866 
2,06$ 

333 
120 

637 
I2i( 

it, 381 1,^2$ 

16,600 
25,532 
20,395 
18,365 
22,332 
23,913 
32,656 
i9^82lt 

9,858 
9,505 
3,77i|. 
8,07it 
1,881 

198 
568 

Mountain^——^^-^- 

Washington———— 
Oregon—-—-—-— 
C^ifornia———^ 

PacîTic——™^- 

United.States- 

211,617 3Í!,2Í2 

26,157 
22,li37 

12,022 
13,090 
20^896 

BSs3ta       ¡^,cm 

352,039 ;-23e>3io 

other land 

2,226 
9,110 

11,336 

l,09ii 
1,131 
1,120 
1,8U2 

5,187 

3,ii35 
3,571 
3,2it6 

/1,666 
ij,103 
6,787 
7,215 

11,855 

iil,89e 

5,333 
- 1,3W 
115,186 

25,667 

:15U,68U 

Total 

1,000 acres 1,000 acres 

8,550 
22,635 

31,385 

2,960 
U,033 
1,577 
2,526 

11,096 

31,893 
38,606 
27,iil5 
20,125 
28,316 
30,898 
kO,k39 
62,033 

267,727 

25,102 

62,519 

128,216 

7li5,633 

1/^ Grazing land not In farras includes some public and private li^Jid suitable for 
grazincv which i^ not necessarily grazed each year.    An ekception Is ^rass and other 
forage of value for grazing in national defense areas,, national parks,  and national 
mldlife areas, for which permits were notvi domestic livestock in 
195It.    erazing.landteiiïporarily leased or used by permit in 195Íi in national defense 
areas, national parks,  and national wildlife areas is included in the acreage of grazinp 
land,  although the c^razing of domestic livestock does not constitute the primarvuse^ 
for these areas. v : " 

:   -¿/^ Woodland and forest Ian reserved woodland and   ' 
forest areas in parks and certain other special-use.areas and woodland and forest land 
grazed. Total forest areas as reported by^ the U. S.-i'orest Service in the preliminarv 
report.  Timber Resource Review,  1955. " 

3/ Other land not in farriis includes urban arid torn areas; parks; wildlife refu^'-es- 
national defense areas;  flood-control areas^ airports; oart of areas in hi-hwavs! roads 
and railroad rights-of-way;  other special uses,  and miscellcuieous land areas not ot>'er-' 
wise accounted for. ' ^^J^ 

, ii/ '^?î^l l^^^p3-ea minus land in farms as reported by the U. S. Census of 
A/jnculture, 195¿;. ' 

¿/includes data for District of GolTunbiav .       ^ 
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Table 2^,  - Acreage of all cropland, including cropland used for crops and 
cropland used only for pasture, by regions and States, 195U l/ 

State and region 
Cropland 
used for 
crops 2/ 

: Cropland used 
: for soil im- 
rprovement 
: crops and 
íídlej¿ 

Cropland 
used only for 
pasture h/ Total 

Maine™-—-— 
New Hainpshire-- 
Vermont-™—>— 
Massachusetts-- 
Rhode Island- 
Connecticut  
New ïork- — 
Mew Jersey---^— 
Pennsylvania- 
Delaware-—— 
Maryland-—— 

Northeast-— 

Ohio ~  
Indiana--—— 
Illinois—— 
Iowa —■  
Missouri—— 
Com Belt—— 

Michigan— 
Wis consin--—— 
Minnesota--^—— 

Lake States— 

Virginia-!—■  
West Virginia- 
North Carolina- 
Kentuclcy—-^— 
Tennessee—  

Appalachian- 

South Carolina- 
Georgia-'——~- 
Flprida—-— 
Alahama——— 
Southeast-— 

Mississippi  
Arkansas——— 
Louisiana——- 

Delta States- 

1,000 acres 
818 
252 
813 
31+2 

36 
293 

5,622 
810 

5,6Ul 
U23 

1,585 
16,635 

10,6itU 
ii,iUa. 
21,0it8 
22,799 
13.1^22 

79,35U 

7,838 
10,053 
19,787 
37,678 

3,2U3 
1,089 
5,868 
1;,766 
5,079 

1U,850 

r,0Q0 acres 
220 

lí5 
63 
76 
11 
kQ 

833 
102 
812 

32 
176 

2,ia8 

700 
U69 
509 
210 
310 

2,198 

1,086 
ii58 
972 

2,516 

527 
233 
69U 
975 
922 

1,U21 

1,000 acres 
236 
88 

196 
1U3 
22 

126 
l,li09 

l8it 
9itó 

61; 
363 

3,777 

1,710 
1,967 
2,U93. 
3,161 
1;,385 

13,716 

1,912 
2,255 
1.536 
5,703 

1,116 
513 
702 

ii,680 
3.095 

5,891 

1,000 acres 
l,27li 

385 
1,072 

561 
69 

1*67 
7,861i 
1,096 
7,399 

519 
2.12lt 

22,830 

13,051| 
13,877 
2li,050 
26,170 
18.117 
95,268 

10,636 
12,760 
22.295 
it5,897 

it,886 
1,835 
7,261t 

10,6Ul 
9.096 

20,065 3,351 10,306 33,722 

3,730 
6,700 
2,lU0 
5,108 

1(73 
902 
U25 
719 

688 
l,li07  ^ 

878 
1.Ô5!*; 

û,091 
9,009 
3,U10 
7,ÍM 

17,678 2,519 It,ó27 2ii,62l; 

5,855 
5,368 
3,127 

U37 
576 
1*08 

1,513     ■ 
2,U19 
1,?59     - 

7,805 
8,8ö3      - 
5^1*91* 
E,ló2 

See footnotes at end of table. Gontlniied 
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Table 2^. - Acreage of all cropland, including cropland used for crops and cropland 
used only for pasture, by regions and States, 1951^ 1/ - Continued 

State and region 
Cropland 
used for 
crops 2/ 

: Cropland used 
: for soil-ijn- 
rprovement 
: crops and 
;idle 3/  

Cropland used 
only for 
pasture \\¡ 

Oklahoma- 
Texas-*-— 

Southern Plains- 

North Dakota- 
South Dakota- 
Nebraska—— 
Kansas—  

Northern Plains- 

Montana-  
Idaho—  
Wyoming -- 
Colorado  
New Mexico— 
Arizona — 
Utah-  
Nevada — 

Mountain- 

Washington————.— 
Oregon-^ —— — 
California————*- 

Pacific- 

6,887 
1^,252 
9 792 

20,931 

202 
223 

866 

621 
807 

3,018 

U,U1|6 

United States- 380,542 18,715 66,070 

Total 

: 1,000 acres 

;        12,253 
:        29 050 

1,000 acres 

196 
898 _. 

l,09li 

1,000 acres 

2,325 
7»398 

9,723 

1,000 acres 

lU,77il 
37,3U6 

;        itl,303 52,120 

:        26,ó2it 
:        18,851 
:        21,929 
:        28 Ulli 

;        95,818 

119 
223 
tó7_ 

1,273 

751* 
722 

1,U7 
.   .     1*359 

3,952 

27,872 
19,692 
23,269 
^0,210 

101,0^3 

:        lli,135 
:          l;,81i6 
:          2,035 
:    10,108 

1,870 
;     1,226 

1,637 
:             373 

132 
lit9 
102 
lUl 
170 
188 
125 
52 

738 
5U5 
10*5 

1,008 
U6it 
201 
275 
253 

15,005 
5,5Uo 
2,582 

11,257 
2,501; 
1,615 
2,037 

678 

■       36,230 1,059 3,929 lil,2l8 

7,710 
5,282 

13,251 

26,2i;3 

U65,327 

1/ Cropland, including cropland used only for pasture, represents the cropland 
available for crops, or in the rotation. 

2/ Cropland harvested, orop failure, and cultivated summer fallow. An upward 
adjustment of about 2 percent in the acreage of cropland harvested imported by the 
U. S, Census of Agriculture was made to compensate for some of the underenumeration 
indicated by the postenumeration survey conducted by the U. S. Bureau of the Census. 
3/ Cropland idle and cropland used for cover or soil-mprovement crops not harvested 

and not pastured. 
y Acreages are from the U. S. Census of Agriculture, 195ii. 
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Table 26. - All grassland and woodland pasture and grazing land by regions 
and States, 195^* 

State and region 
Grassland pasture 
and grazing land 

 iZ  

Woodland and forest 
pastured or grazed 

2/ 

Total 
3/ 

Maine —- 
Mew Ilanpsliire- 
Vennont  
Massachusetts- 
Rhode Island— 
Connecticut  
New York-—•— 
New Jersey'—~ 
Pennsylvania— 
Delaware- 1- 
Maryland—  

Northeast-— 

Ohio-  
Indiana--—-— 
Illinois-  
Iowa  
Missouri--  

Com Belt  

Michigan—  
Wisconsin- ~ 
Minnesota  

Lake States- 

Virginia  
West Virginia- 
North Carolina 
Kentucky^  
Tennessee—  

Appalachian- 

South Carolina' 
Georgia  
Florida  
Alabama———' 

Southeast  

Mississippi—- 
Arkansas  
Louisiana—-— 

Delta States 

1,000 acres 

U90 
2U5 
91*0 
296 
3h 

29h 
14,631 

278 
2,885 

90 
 780 

10,963 

U,719 
3,281 
U,576 
6,960 

3,887 
2,790 
2,236 
6,639 
lt.903 

20,1*55 

1,1*69 
3,258 
5,759 
U.108 

11*, 594 

1*,995 
li,717 
l*,680 

ll*,392 

1.000 acres 

580 
3U8 

1,096 
2U8 
11 
135 

1,614 
39 

1,300 
23 

19l* 

5,588 

1,911 
1,568 
1,950 
1,781* 

3,072 
3,335 
3,170 
3,7U3 
3.865 

17,185 

3,07U 
10,211 
16,510 
9.981 

39,776 

10,731* 
12,810 
11,751* 

35,298 

1,000 acres 

1,070 
593 

2,036 
51*i* 
1*5 

1*29 
6,21*5 

317 
1*,185 

113 
971* 

16,551 

6,630 
1*,8U9 
6,526 
8,7UU 

11,010 11,291* 22.304 
30,51*6 18,507 49,053 

2,957 
1*,775 
U.258 

2,653 
4,600 
3.917 

5,610 
9,375 
8,175 

11,990 11,170 23,160 

6,959 
6,125 
5,406 
10,382 
8,768 

37,640 

4,543 
13,469 
22,269 
14.089 

,54,370 

15,729 
17,527 
16,434 

49,690 

See footnotes at end of table. - Continued 
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Table 26, - All grassland and woodland pasture and grazing land, by regions 
and States, 195Í4.— Continued 

State and region 
Grassland pasture and 
grazing land 
 y 

Oklahoma .^-™—. 
Texas——-—™——,— 

Southern Plains- 

North Dakota—-——- 
South Dakota-—^^—>—-- 
Nebraska—  
Kansas- ■——-—-— 

Northern ; Plains—— 

Montana-——-——^^—— 

Wyoming———-——- 
Colorado——  
Wew Mexico——-—-— 
Arizona —-—-.^——^^ 
Utah-—.—^™--..—™ 
Nevada ——„—^—-- 

Ij OOP acres 

18,528 
9S,5U8 

llà,076 

iú,o5U 
25,1486 
23,659 
19.155 

82,3511 

55,U80 
26,311 
1^8,929 
3it,2i^5 
50,6U2 
ii5,a39 
27,852 
1^6,323 

Mountain -■-—^^—.- 

Washington—^—-.—« 
Ore gon————■-— 
California—-—^  

Pacific—^^——.—-— 

United States—- 

33^,821 

8,2U9 
26,368 
29s679 

61i,296 

698,U87 

Woodland and forest 
pastured or grazed 

2/ 
1,000 -acres 

7,550 
26.656 

3k, 206 

3Ji6 
1,183 

76U 
755 

3:,Dit6 

9,753 
7,6ii3 
3,917 

11,280 
18,219 
18,160 
lii,792 
11.139 

;9U,903 

8,732 
15,050 
17.79Q 

Ul,572 

301,253 

Total 
i/ 

Is000 acres 

26,078 
122,20li 

1148,282 

1U,Í400 
26,669 
2l4,l423 
19.910 

85,U02 

65,233 
33,951i 
52,8146 
W,525 
68,861 
63,199 
it2,6Í4Ít 
<7>l462 

14^:9,721; 

16,981 
ia,ia8 

105,868 

999,7it0 

1/ Includes cropland used only for pasturej grassland and other nonforested pasture 
in farms (pasture not cropland and not vroodland); and grassland and other nonforested 
grazing land not in farms, 

2/ V7oodland and forest pastured or grazed, in farms and not in fanns. Woodland and 
forest land actually grazed, or useful for grazing consists principally of open wood- 
land or fore stj scattered, cleared and cut over areasjabmidoned fields 5 brush-grown 
pasture; and other land within forested areas that has grass or other forage growth» 
¿/All pasture and grazing land in faiTns and not in farms*  Includes some public 

and private land suitable for grazing which is not necessarily grazed every year« 
An exception is grass and other forage of value for grazing in national defense areas, 
national parks, national wildlife areas, and so on, for which permits w^     issued 
for grazing domestic livestock in 19514« Grazing land tempöraiily leased or used by 
perniit in 195¡i- in national defense areas, national parks, and national wildlife areas 
is included in the grazing land area, although the prating of domestic livestock does 
not constitute the primary use for these areas. 



.69 

Table 2T^-Pasture in farms by type of pasture, by regions and States,  195^ 

State and region 

Maine •■•••■•'""—•"••"■"•••• 
New Hampshire - - -~ *- 
Vermont ————— 
Mássachusett6——- 
Rhode Island——— 
Connecticut——— 
Nev York-——— 
New Jersey———— 
Pennsylvania——— 
Delaware————"- 
Maryland————— 

Northeast—-—— 

Ohio —————• 
Ind iana—- - -—-—— 
Illinois  —.——.— 
Iowa- ——-—.- 
Missoiari^ —- 

Corn Belt'——— 

Michigan-——— 
Wisconsin-——— 
Minnesota———- 

Lake States——— 

Virginia-— — 
West Virginia—— 
North Carolina——- 
Kentucky-——— 
Tennessee—-—--— 

Appa lachian—--— 

South Carolina-—— 
Georgia—^— —— 
Florida—---——-— 
Alabama--—-"—— 

Southeast———- 

Cropland used 
only for 
pasture 

1.000 acres 

236 
88 

196 
1^3 
22 

126 
1,1^09 

I8I+ 

eh 
363 

3,777 

1,710 
1,967 
2,493 
3,161 
1^,385 

1,116 
513 
702 

i+,880 
3,095 

10,306 

688 
l,i^07 

B78 
1,654 

4,627 

Open permanent 
pasture    l/ 

Wocxlland 
pasture 

Total 

See footnotes at end of table. 

1,000 acres      1.000 acres    1.000 acres 

20U 
117 
669 
113 

12 
128 

3,072 

1,81*9 
26 

417 
6,701 

2,909 
1,311* 
2,083 
3,799 
6,325 

2,771 
2,277 
1,281* 
1,759 
1,808 

9,899 

581 
1,851 
l*,78l 
2,1*51* 

9,667 

280 
228 
703 
167 

11 
135 

1,2]2 
39 

81*1* 
23 

19I* 

l,U5l 
1,568 
1,950 
1,781* 
6,582 

1,554 
1,275 
1,506 
1,762 
2,219 
8,316 

1,1*1*7 
I*,6GI 
7,151 
4,597 

17,796 

720 
1*33 

1,568 
1*23 
45 

389 
5,693 

317 
3,639 

113 
974 

14,314 

6,070 
4,849 
6,526 
8,744 

17,292 
13,716 16,430 13,33^ ■   43,481 

1,912 
2,255 
1,536 

937 
2,445 
2,600 

1,742 
3,816 
2,983 

4,591 
8,516 
Trll9 

5,703 5,982 8,541 20,226 

5,441 
4,065 
3,492 
8,401 
7,122 

28,521 

2,716 
7,859 

12,810 
8,705 

32,090 

- Continued 
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Table 27.- Pasture in farms by type of pasture, by regions and States, 195U 
- Continued 

State and region 

Mississippi—-— 
Arkansas—-—— 
Louisiana—— 

Delta States- 

Oklahoma-—-— 
Texas-————- 

Southern Pialas 

North Dakota- 
South Dakota- 
Nebraska—— 
Kansas-—-— 

Northern Plains 

Montana ——— 
Idaho-——~—. 
Wyoming ^— — 
Colorado-———^- 
New Mexico—^ - 
Arizona——-—- 
Utah—^  
Nevada——-—— 

Motmtain  

Washington——— 
Oregon————— 
California ^—— 

Pacific  

united States- 

Cropland used 
only for 
pasture 

1,513 

1,959 
5,891 

2,325 

9,723 

19*- 
722 

1,117 
1,359 

3,952 

738 

kk3 
l,oo£ 

k6k 
201 
275 
253 

3,929 

, 621 
807 

3,018 
k,kk6 

66,070 

Open permanent 
pasture l/ 

Woodland 
pasture 

Total 

2/ 
1 000 acres    1 000 acres   1 000 acres 1,000 acres 

3,290 
1,998 
1,521 
6,809 

15,021 
87.2U 

102,232 

11,1^31* 
23,551^ 
22,51^2 
17,796 

75,326 

^3,923 
6,712 

31,383 
24,318 
1*1,03^^ 
30,188 
8,733 
7,338 

193,629 

5,726 
10,607 
16,871 
33,20k 

459,879 

5,33^ 
U,oo8 
2,259 

11,601 

4,689 
18.872 
23,561 

346 
328 
431 
635 

1,7*^0 

1,972 
1,165 

623 
1,834 
5,031 
8,897 

980 
47 

20,549 

2,887 
3,847 
5,1^3 

11,877 

121,152 

10,137 
8,425 
5,739 

24,301 

22,035 
113.481 
135,516 

12,534 
24,604 
24,090 
19,790 

81,018 

»^6,633 
8,422 

32,451 
27,160 
46,529 
39,286 
9,988 
7,638 

218,107 

9,234 
15,261 
25,032 

49,527 

647,101 

1/ Grassland and other nonforested pasture "(not cropland and" not woodland), 
-.oli^^ pastureland in farms, as reported by the U. S. Census of Agriculture. 
J-Vi>4» * 
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Table 28.- Pasture and grazing land in farms and not in farms, "by regions 
and States, 195l^ 

State and region In farms 1/ [    Not in farms 2/ Total 

Maine— — 
New Hampshire— 
Vermont—.—— 
Massachusetts— 
Rhode Island-— 
Connecticut-— 
New York—^ • 
New Jersey—--- 
Pennsylvania— 
Delaware  
Maryland—  

Northeast  

Ohio-—  
Indiana  
Illinois  
Iowa-————. 
Missouri—-—— 
Corn Belt  

Michigan——— 
Wisconsin-  
Minnesota  

Lake States — 

Virginia——— 
West Virginia— 
North Carolina- 
Kentucky——— 
Teimessee——— 

Appalachian- 

South Carolina- 
Georgia———■ 
Florida • 
Alabama——— 

Southeast  

1,000 acres 

720 
î*33 

1,568 
1^23 

h3 
389 

5,693 
317 

3,639 
113 

lif,3l^ 

6,070 

6,526 

17,292 

3Ml 
U,o65 
3,i^92 
8,i^01 
7,122 

28,521 

2,716 
7,859 

12,810 
8,705 

1,000 acres 

350 
160 
U68 
121 

0 
40 

552 
0 

546 
0 
0 

2,237 

560 
0 
0 
0 

5,012 

1,518 
2,060 
1,914 
1,981 
1,646 

9,119 

1,827 
5,610 
9,459 
5,384 

1,000 acres 

1,070 
593 

2,036 
544 
45 

429 
6,245 

317 
4,185 

113 
974 

16,551 

6,630 
4,849 
6,526 
8,744 

22,304 
43,4Si 5,572 49,053 

4,591 
8,516 
7,119 

1,019 
859 

1,056 

5,610 
9,375 
8,175 

20,226 2,934 23,160 

6,959 
6,125 
5,4o6 

10,382 
8,768 

37,640 

4,543 
13,469 
22,269 
14,089 

32,090 22,280 54,370 

See footnotes at end of table. - Contin\ied 
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Table 28.- Pasture and grazing land in farms and not in farms^ by regions 
aïMi States> 1951*   - Continued 

State and region 

Mississippi- 
Arkansas—- 
Louisiana— 

Delta States. 

Oklahcnna- 
Texas-— 

Southern Plains- 

North Dakota-——- 
South Dakota——- 
Nebraska———■ 
Kansas-———. 

Northern Plains. 

Montana——• 
Idaho-—— 
Wyoming— 
Colorado—" 
New Mexico- 
Arizona—— 
Utah———. 
Nevada——- 

Mountain- 

Washington- 
Oréígon-—— 
Californla- 

Paeific——— 

United States— 

In farms 1/    I    Not in farms 2/      *      Total 

1.000 acres 

10,137 

5,739 
2U,301 

22,035 
113,i^8l 

135,516 

12,531^ 

2i^,090 
19,790 
81,018 

í^6,633 
8,422 

32,451 
27,160 
46,529 
39,286 
9,988 
7,638 

218,lOT 

9,234 
15,261 
25,032 

^+9,527 
647,101 

1 poo acres 

5,592 
9,102 

10,695 

25,389 

4,043 
8,723 

12,766 

1,866 
2,065 

333 
120 

"îTpr 
18,600 
25,532 
20,395 
18,365 
22,332 
23,913 
32,656 
49,824 

211;617 

7,747 
26,157 
22,437 
56,341 

1.000 acres 

15,729 
17,527 
16,434 

49,690 

26,078 
122,204 

148,282 

14,400 
26,669 
24,423 
19,910 

85,402 

65,233 
33,954 
52,846 
**5,525 
68,861 
63,199 
42,644 
57,462 

429,724 

16,981 
4l,4l8 
47,469 

105,868 

999,740 

¿/ Cropland used only for pasture; grassland and other nonforested 
pasture (pasture not cropland and not woodland), and woodland pastured 
in fanns. Acreages of pasture in farms ^e from the Ü, S »Census of 
Agriculture, 195U* 

J/ Grassland or nonforested land grazed; and woodland forest land 
grazed not in farms. Acreages of grazing land not in farms were 
compiled from various reports and records of Federal and State agencies. 
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Table 29.-   Woodland and forest In farms and not in farms, "by regions 
and Statesjl95U 

State and region 

Maine———— 
New Hampshire- 
Vermont——— 
tfessaclmsetts- 
Bhode Island- 
Connecticut— 
New York- 
New Jersey—— 
Pennsylvania- 
Delaware— — 
^faryland—— 

Northeast- 

Ohio-——- 
Indiana—— 
Illinois—— 
Iowa—-—— 
Missouri—— 

Combelt—— 

Michigan—— 
Wisccaisin—■ 
Minnesota—— 

Lake States— 

Virginia—— 
West Virginia- 
North Carolina- 
Kentucky—^—^— 
Tennessee——— 

Appalachian- 

South Carolina' 
Georgia——^--« 
Florida-—*- 
Alabama——*-— 

Southeast—— 

In farms l/    j    Not in farms 

1.poo acres 

1,992 
909 

1,507 
671 

63 
k78 

3,321 
322 

3,2^7 
215 

1,133 

13,858 

2,908 
2,780 
2,916 
2,131* 
8,585 

19,323 

3 Ml 
5,930 
^,520 

13,867 

6,586 
3,038 
9,239 
1^,850 
5,935 

29,6lf8 

5,363 
12,686 
8,976 

10,331* 

37,359 

1«000 acres 

ll*,909 
3,852 
2>213 
2,599 

367 
1,501 
8,752 
1,619 

11,861 
239 

1,767 

1*9,679 

2,1*88 
1,265 
1,031 

371 
6,555 

11,710 

15>628 
10,567 
ll*,389 

1*0,581* 

8,91*1 
6,828 
9,921 
6,317 
6,366 

38,373 

6,531 
10,981 
12,811 
10,1*32 

1*0,755 

Total 2/ 

1.000 acres 

16,901 
l*,76l 
3,720 
3,270 

1*30 
1,979 

12,073 
1,91*1 

15,108 
1*51* 

2,900 

63,537 

5,396 
l*,0l*5 
3,91*7 
2,505 

15,11*0 

31,033 

19,01*5 
16,1*97 
18,909 

5l*,l*5l 

15,527 
9,866 

19,160 
11,167 
12,301 

68,021 

11,891* 
23,667 
21,787 
20,766 

78,111* 

See footnotes at end of table. - Continued 
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Table 29.- Woodland and forest in farms and not in farms, by regions 
and States, 195l|- - Gontinued 

State and region 

MiBsissippl——— 
Arkansas-———^- 
Loaisiana—-——— 

Delta States- 

Oklahoma———— 
Texas- —•—— 

Southern Plains--— 

North Dakota— — 
South Dakota-—— 
Nebraska————— 
Kansas ——^—— 

Northern Plains—^- 

Montana————— 
Idaho- ———— 
Wyoming———— 
Colûrado-—-—•!—— 
New ifexico-——— 
Arizona —— 
Utah- — 
Nevada——— 

Mountain ^,—— 

Washington-——— 
Oregon ———— 
California——-~- 

Pacific-—.—— 

Itoited States-— 

In farms 1/ 

8,878 
6,531^ 
3,9^9 

19,361 

5,1^7 
20,024 

25,171 

551 

623 
980 

2,595 

2,161^ 
1,1*27 

652 
2,003 
5,300 
8,951 
1,029 

63 
21,589 

3,709 
í*,638 
5,855 

14,202 

196,973 

Not in farms 

7,562 
12,761 
11,957 

32,280 

5,142 
12,786 

17,928 

0 
1,692 

457 
684 

2,833 

17,639 
15,983 
7,068 

17,520 
15,069 
9,461 

14,380 
11,446 

108,566 

17,867 
24,293 
33,543 

75,703 

4l8,4ll 

Total 2/ 

S7<i&6 acres 

16,440 
19,295 
15,906 

51,641 

10,289 
32,810 

43,099 

551 
2,133 
1,080 
1,664 

5,428 

19,803 
17,410 
7,720 
19,523 
20,369 
18,412 
15,409 
11,509 

130,155 

21,576 
28,931 
39,398 

89,905 

615,384 

19$l. 
All woodland in farms, as reported by the U.S. Census of Agriculture, 

2/   All wopdland and forest areas as reported by the U.S. Forest Service 
in the preliminary report. Timber Resource Eeview, 19$$,  exclusive of 
reserved woodland and forest areas in parks and certain other special-use 
areas and some nonstocked areas duplicated in cropland and pasture areas. 



Table 30• - Land in speoial-use areaa, by regions and States, I9íh 

Stat© and region 

Maine-p————— 
"New HaaT^shire— 
fermont———— 
Massachusetts-— 
Rhode Island—. 
Connecticut—— 
New York—-—— 
New Jersey-—— 
Pennsylvania—- 
Delaware—— 
Maryland——— 

Northeast«— 

Ohio—  
Indiana——- 
Illinois—-— 
Iowa——— 
Missouri—— 

Gom Belt— 

Michiian——— 
Wisconsin—— 
Minnesota-— 

Lalce States- 

Virginia—— 
West Virginia- 
North Carolina- 
Kentucky—-—— 
Tennessee- 

Appalachian— 

Urban 
areas 

jHural high- 
ways, rail- 

.roadsI and 
Jaiiports 2/ 

I Farmsteads 11 
.farm roads 
[and lanes    . 

1/    ; 

Parks wildlife 
areas 
i/ 

INational 
jDefense anâ| 
.Atonic 

iState-ovmed : 
i institutions! 
land mlsoel- t 
slaneoue 

1,000 acres 
113 
67 
kS 

' k79 
102 
253 

l»057 
776 
967 

38 
2ÍíO 

U,137 
1,006 

kl6 
890 
1A5 

_Ji26. 
3,253 

819 

1,836 

369 
175 
lilO 
219 

J21 
1,506 

1.000 acres' 
172 

89 
65 

li»9 
18 

101 
5U2 
116 
651 
27 
102 

Energy 6/ 'lf"««'i«  ,? ""°^ ¿y »other uses7/i 

Total 
8/ 

2,032 

520 
U9$ 

1,039 
909 
62U 

3,587 

909 
81;7 

1 12li 

2,880 

287 
182 
565 
kok 

1,836 

1.000 acres 1.000 acres 1.000 acres 1.000 acres 1.000 acres 1 000 acres 
ii2. 206                  31 18 2 "'   58Ít 
17 ill                   1 Hi 3 232 
28 9                    U 2 2 155 
31 21                 11 9k 10 795 

h 8                 3 8 2 iit5 
23 20                   6 U 17 hZk 

200 2,1;26                  92 175 l5 U,507 
k2 20                  68 77 12 1,111 

23ll 136               886 70 17 2,961 
12 1                  21 18 1 118 
53 26 It6 9/132 3 9/602 

686 2,911 1,169 612 81i 
1^82 m 
522 
588 

$k 
kl 
22 
28 
62 

38 
22 
86 
1*8 

J¿1 

89 
210 
ll»9 
91 

208 
2,591* 

25 
39 
30 
16 

JO. 
213 317 7U7 11*0 

2*13 
1*57 

._M. 
1,U32 

301 
17 
80 

21*3 
279 

l.g99 
398 2,121 

29 
101 

_.3i__ 
163 

1*7 
H* 

JtO. 
101 

171* 
76 

239 
338 

271* 
1*0 

31*3 
66 

316 

30 
27 

221* 
71* 

121 

381* 
27 

323 
317 

J22_ 

1*9 
28 
1*5 
28 
70 

1,11*1 1,039 1*76 1,380^ 220 

11,631* 

2,211* 
1,678 
2,738 
2,125 
2.096 

10,851 

2,761 
2,239 
3.931 
8,931 
1,567 

$$$ 
2,11*9 
1,1*1*6 
1-8Q3 
7,600 

-J 
\J1 

See footnotes at ex^ of taljle. Continued 



Table 30. - Land in special-use areas, by i^egions and States, 19$k   -  Continued 

:        =^^^^ ''^ig^-'Farmsteâds,' • 'National :State-omie.d : 
-.„.   V   .    'Urban  :>fai^5, rail-rfan,^^^^^ : p^^ks ' Wildlife : Defense  .institutions : . 
State and regxon  : areas  :roads_^and tg^^á l^es ' V ' ^^^^ 'and Atomic-^ndmscel- :  Total 

:   1/   : airports 2/: 3/    s -^ :   ¿Z : Energy 6/ 'Igneous other :   ^ 
—        ' ' ''   '  I t -^           : ; ; -^ !uses 7/    ;  

; 1,000 acres l,0OQ^acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acr^s 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1.000 acres 
South Carolina—— :  254       375 118"^ U9 lliO 331       ll; l,28l 
Georgia™——— : U9S                   501 155 $8 38I 752       17 2,399 
Florida— — :  63lt       5l3 116 8^2 20U 732      I83 3,23U 
Alaba-na— :      klS 507 190 }£ 26 2l6 lOtt 1,562 
Southeast———-.; 1,858     1,896 6lg> 1,001 751 2,033     3l8 ^   8,U76 

Mississippi-— ^— :  212       357 260  ~  ""¿8 ' II6 285    ~~~$h~ 1,312 
Arkansas—r :  213       397 211 17 l5l U3U       2 1,U25 
Louisiana———— ;  390       335 176 9 U7U 235  l5 1,631; 

pelta States—— i      8l5              1,08^ 61+7 5I4 7ia 951*                 71 Ii,371 

Oklahoma-—-— •:     237                  58? 31*7 li3 21*5 53&                1*7 2.01*1*                    -a 
Te:tás—-—-— ;^ 53Í* _ . __liU0,___ _,J>72   ^ 732 192 _. 898_   _        17 5'1*87    _            °^ 

Southern Plains— !  1,771               2,Oë9 1,019 775 1*37 1,U36~              61*      '^ 7>531 

North Dakota—— :        55               1,100 296 70 l89 1*33                   9 2.152 
South Dakota—— :         78                   862 251* 221* 5Ó 376                   2 l!81*6 
Nebraska———-:       137                   95$ 376 22 11*5 11*2                 11 1,788 
Kansas———— :       2l|2               1,133 UU* 19 22 171*  l6__ 2.050 

northern Plains— ;      5l2               U,05Ö 1>370 335 ,1*06 1,125                 38 7,836 

Kbiitana-^——- :      ; 58                   61*1* 11*3 1,125 TlF 601                  22 3,310 
Idaho———— :        63                  270 153 8J* I46 1,325                13 1,951* 
Coming —— :        39                    31^6 53 2,205 62 135                   5 2,81*5 
Colorado—  :      l5l                   639 172 5l8 67 1*11*                 I6 1,077 
New Mexico — :      l55                   389 83 2i*0 211 l,i*50                 68 2,596 
Arizona :        82                  32l* 1*9 1,1*61* 29 3,135                  3 5,086 
Utah— :      197                  217 88 268 139 2,1*15                  7 3,351 
Nevada— —— |        1*1 350 l5 128  231 l*,25l 3 5,019 

Mountain-T——— •      786               3,179 756 6;052 1,502 13,726               137 26,138 

See footnotes at end Qf table. -Continued 



Table 30, - Land in special-use areas, by regions and States, 195h    - Continued 

State and region 
Urban 
areas 

* Rural high-* Farmsteads, I 
^ways, ráil-J fami roads *      Parks 
Jroáds, arid 'and lanes    [ k/ 
•aiiports 2/1      3/ ] 

Wildlife 
areas 

5/ 

• National  • State-owned 
•Defense and-institutions 
•Atomic    '^^ miscel- 
•Energy 0/ 
;      '  ruses ]/ 

^laneous other 

Total 
8/ 

•1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1.000 acres I,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 

Washington - 
Oregon—-  
California-—  

Pacific——^——■ 

330 
181; 

1,^71 

330 
380 

1,206 

180 
l61t 
1;00 

1>18S 
203 

2kè 
her 
11*7 

837 
163 

13 
IS 
31 

3,121 
1,580 

12,129 

2,085 1,916 l\jk 5,91*3 860 5,219 63 16,830 

United States— '.  l8,56l 2li,l;9it 11,008   l8,72lt 8,780 27,395 1,236 110,198 

1/ Areas occupied by towns and cities of 1,000 population and over are as of December 1951*. Estimates are based on 
annexations since 195o as reported by the Municipal Yearbook and the Bureau of the Census. Estimates of unincorporated 
areas added to urban areas since 1950 were based on the proportion of unincorporated to incorporated areas in 1950. 
Revision of th|e 1950 urban area as reported in D, S. Dept. Agr. Tech, Bui. 1082 was made on -the basis of 2 subsequent 
reports released by the Bureau of the Census. For places not reported by the Bureau of the Census, estimates were 
made by meâsuièuent of built-up areas on recent topographic maps and aerial photographs and % comparison With are 
reported in i^Jip.Adjustmehts in census areas for incorporated places were made to exclude large non-built-up ai-eas 
from urban land, particularly in the New England States. Approximately 10 million additional acres are occupied by 
rural villageár and towns, with populations of 100 to 1,000. The estimated acreage in these villages and towns is now 
included in o'^her major uses of land such as forest, grazing, farm, and other land. Separation would call for revision 
of accepted major land use areas of many counties and States. 

2/ Estimates of acreage in highways as of 1951* were derived by applying average right-of-way widths reported by State 
highway departments to the mileage in different highway systems reported by the Bureau of Public Roads, 

Estimates of acreage in railroad rights-bf-way are based on State-by-State changes in mileage reported by the 
Interstate Commerce CoiiBiils8Íon¿19'*5r53« 

Airports used strictly for personal use or for military purposes are excluded as such areas are largely duplicated 
in agricuitusal and military uses of land respectively. Airports within corporate limits of cities and those 
surrounded by'^^uilt-up areas in unincorporated places were also excluded. 
¿/ Rural homesites outside towhs and villages and hot located oh farms occupy an undetermined acreage, particularly 

along major highways near cities, '^le number of such homesites has been increasing. In some areas, many of the 
homesites oh former farms are in this category, and the decline in acreage in fanasteads in these areas merely indi- 
cate^ that such homessités are no longer located on farms as defined by the Bureau of the Census, 

hj As of June 30, 1951*. National recreation areas are excluded as these areas are reported by thé Bureau of 
Reclamation. Major water areas in national parks as conçiled by the National Park Service as of March 1953 were 
deducted from the total area reported. Areas in State parks exclude water bodies of Uo acres or more, Adirondack and 

' . •       ■   ■■- Continued 

::â 



f«bt« 30»- Und in tpeelal'^ust^M^^ 

Cittklit pArkt or fortit-prtsory« irtM «re Ineludtd in tkw iorfagt reported for MvYbrki 
¿/ Doei not include are■• undez* tbe prinry Jiiriedietion of another agency or ).and leàèed for wildlife purpoaea« 

ExolUdealj$20,000 aerea in the Cabesa Prieta and X6fa areaa in Ariaona and 2|728|71l aerea iú the Béaert aane and 
CharlAa Sheldon areaa in Vevadai vhieh vere Reported in gracing diatriet^ by the Bweau of Xand Nanige^ 
vildilfe areaa «re aa reported in U, fi. Dept. Agr« CiretúJir 90? plua lande acquired iinee 1950 by the Statea for 
vildlifi puarpoaei under the FittiMn-Robinaon and I)ihg«Í*Johnaon aèta and by ^e State« thénaelveavithoütaaaiatance 
fro», federal^funda',,«; ,:'■:,,-■,'. \''','. 
6/Aa reporta in Sehate Doe. 100| 84th Cong.i 2d Seep«i Inventory Repoi^t on Fè the United 

'Btatee^ aa/,of''J\ine 30:, ^'1955»r'',',''''''''\''','. 
]/ Bit^^àiiitm^ rural lahd held for inatitutioiial aitea and niacellaneow oth» ueee, auch aa Mtionàl Ouard canpa 

ahd rifle rahgÉBi fairgroundi> airportai radio atatibha, flood**control areaai and vaterahed-protection areaa. Data 
are inconq^lete for aome Statea* 
6/ Tto following apeeial uaea of rural land are no^ Included in the totale i Beaérvoirai indue trial «nd comercial 

eilet in rural areaa, mining areaa, clay, aandi and aton« quarry^ a benieterieei end 
golf coureeat Water area in reeervoira, éxcluaive of noet natural lakes vitb controlled viter level«, totaled 
approxlnately 7 niUion acre« ae of December 31, 1953• Aa the approximate land area of the United atatéa excludea 
all natural or artificial water bodiea of >0 «crea or more, the area in reeervoira ia conaidered eeparately from other 
«peciaiu«eáé Moat reservoir« have protective belta or are«a «urrounding them* For aome re««rvóir«, tbi« area may be 
nf«rly equal tp the water are« of the teaérvoir, i^^ conaiderably le«a/ Theae ar«aa aré Of ten 
forested for waterahedpiTOteetionaM^^^^^^ú^^^ ^ 
2/ ?«^l^^      Diatrict of Coluabiat ^ 



Table 31. - Federal, State, private, and other land, by regions and States, 19^5 

State and region 
Federal land 1/ State land ¿/ 

: Private and other land not 
: owned by Federal and State 

^ „______        . 8 .. Goveiments 3/ 
¿Percentage of:  . '       :Percentage of : .«_„.^ »Percentage of 

Acreage .;^^^ ^á it/ 8 /"'^^^g^ iland area It/: ^"""^^^   ; land area U/ 

: 1.000 acres  Percent   l.QOO acres  Pewent  1,000 acres  Percent 

Maine-————— 
New Hampshire—— 
Vermont———— 
Massachusetts-"— 
Rhode Island*—— 
Connecticut—— 
New York--—-— : 
New Jersey—— : 
Pennsylvania—— : 
Delaware—— 
Maryland——— 
Dist, of Columbia- 

Northeast—— 

Ohio- — — 
Indiana—— 
Illinois——~ 
lowa——,——— 
Missouri—— 

Com Belt- 

12U 
691 
233 

8 
6 

267 
95 

551 
32 

180 
12 

2,310 

2lil 
3li8 
U13 
123 

.1*625 

2,750 

2,830 
1,839 

_3,079 
7,7liÖ 

Michigan— 
Wie cpnain--—— 
Kinnesota-——— i. 

Lake StateB——' 

Virginia—--— 
West Virginia- 
North Carolina- 
Kentucky—-—- 
Tennessee—— 

At4>fl1 a,ch1,anr^—'-        1»$2L, 

2,117 
932 

1,881 
957 

1,6U9 

0.6 
12,0 

3.9 
2.2 
1,2 
.2 
.9 

2.0 
1.9 
2.5 
2.9 

30.8 
2.1 

,9 
1.5 
1,2 

.3 
3.7 
1.7 

7.8 
5.3 
6.0 
6.3' 

8.3 
6.0 
6.0 
3.8 
6.2 
Já*C 

See fooiinot^e at end of tablei.. 

183 
58 
81 

202 
10 

158 
3,107 

172 
2,825 

9 
110 

0 

0.9 
1.0 
l.U 
k,o 
l.U 
5.1 

10.1 
3.6 
9.8 

.7 
1.7 
0 

15,559 
5,022 
5,62U 
U,722 

659 
2,971 

27,310 
U,51*7 

25,lt53 
1,225 
6,031* 

27 

98.5 
87.0 
9U.7 
93.8 
97.h 
9l*.7 
89,0 
9l;.l4 
88,3 
96.8 
95.U 
6f.2 

6,915 6.2 103,153 91.7 

2U0 
198 
101 
72 
27U 

.9 

.9 

.3 

.2 

.6 

25,759 
22,625 
35,28it 
35,671* 
k2il406 

98.2 
97.6 
98.5 
99.5 

685 .5 161,71*8 97.8 

U,li.03 
531 

5 507 

12.1 
1.5 

10.8 

29,261 
32,61*2 
1*2^619 

60.1 
93.2 
83.2 

10,1*1*1 8.5 10l*,522 85,2 

350 

.3 
1.0 
1.1 
.2 

966. A 

23,325 
111,331 
29,208 
2l*,5lO 

.116,124 

91.U 
93.0 
92.9 
96.0 
92,5 
9S*Z 

Total 
acreages 

1,000 aci^s 

19,866 
5,771 
5,938 
5,035 

677 
3,135 

30,681* 
1*,81U 

28,629 
1,266 
6,381* 

n2,378 

26,21*0 
23,171 
35,798 
35,869 

JàJ2L 
165,383 

36,1*91* 
35,012 
51,205 

122,711 

25,531 
15,1*11 
31,1*22 
25Î513 
26 751 

doniiniieci 

so 



Table 31* - Feder¿L, State, private, and oth^^^^        régions and States, 1955 - ContÍJiu,ed 

State and region 

South Carolina- 
Georgia-——-— 
Florida— ■— 
Alabama^-—— 

Southeast- 

Mississippi———— 
Arkansas———— 
Louisiana———■™ 
Delta States-—— 

Oklahpma^——— 
Texas———^—^— 
Southern Plains- 

North Dakota—— 
¡South Dakota—«-— 
Nebraska——----- 
Kansas—*—-—^—-- 

l!loii>hern Plains- 

Federal land 2/ State land 2/ 

A ^„^^ : Percentage of : .  ^    : Percentage of i . 
^^^^^    Mandareaii/ ; Acreage  .^^^^ area y ^ Acreage 

: Private sihd other laiid not 
rovmed by Federal and State 
I  Governments 3/ 

: Percentage of 
rland area It/ 

Total 
acreages 

1,000 acres   Percent 

1,055 
1,931 
3,520 

.1101 
7,607 

1,511 
3,m 

_1 062 

5,687 

996 
.2 58? 
3*581 

1,886 
3,028 

688 
32lt 

5,926 

Montana———— 
Idaho———- 
Wyomiiig—--^ r— 
Colorado—-^——-— 
New Mexico-- — 
Arizona——  
Utah  
Nevada—-  

Mountaln- 

27,952 
3ii,51i8 
29,851 
2lt>120 
26,218 
32,322 
37,000 
61 176 

273,187 

5.2 
10.1 

6.1 

l.OOQ acres 

1,011 
90 

l,07ii 
.321   .. 

2,U96 

Percent 

5.2 
.2 

3.1 
_?L'0 
2.0 

5.0 
9.2 
3.7 
6.1 

155 
393 

_281i 

832 

.5 
1.2 
1.0 

2.3 
1.5 
1.7 

1,170 
3»28q 

li,it5o 

2.6 
2.0 
¿.1 

lt.2 
6.2 
1.Í* 

.6 

1,820 
2,525 
1,659 

60 

U.1 
5.2 
3.U 

.1 
3.0 6,o6li 3.1 

29.9 
65¿2 
1;7;8 
36.3 
33.7 

70.2 
87.1 
ii9.8 

5,1^98 
2,961 
3,61t7 
3,181 

11,50U 
9,9l»0 
3,027 
 58 
39,816 

5.9 
5.6 
5.8 
lt.8 

lU.8 
13.7 
5.7 

•1 
7.3 

1,000 acres 

17,329 
35,Uo8 
30,l3it 
31,268 

llii,139 

28,572 
30,205 
27,558 

86,335 

U2,013 
l62,7ßij. 
20l;y^797 

Ul,l30 
U3,li30 
if6,7l8 
52,165 

183,10*3 

59,912 
I5,i^63 
28,906 
39,209 
ltO,0U5 
30,1*26 
12,67U 
9,031 

235,666 

Percent 

89.U 
9li.6 
86.8 
95.6 
91.9 

9h.^ 
89.6 
95.3 
93.0 

95.1 
96.5 
96.2 

91.7 
88.6 
95.2 
99.3 
93.9 

6i*.2 
29<2 
1*6.U 
58.9 
51.5 
1*1.8 
2l*.l 
12.8 

1*2.9 

1,000 acres 

19,395 
37,1*29 
3l*,728 
32^690     

121*, 21*2 

30,238 
33,712 
28,901* 

92,851* 

l*i*,l79 
Í68^1*9_ 
212,828 

1*1*,836 
1*8,983 
1*9^065 

195,1*33 

93,362 
52,972 
62,1*01* 
66,5lO 
77,767 
72,688 
52,701 
J0i265 

51*8,669 

0» 
O 

See footnotes at end of table. - Continued 



Table 31. - Fédéral, State, private, and other land, by regions and States, 1955 - Continued 

State and region ; 
Federal land 11/    ; 

• • 
State land 2/ 

.Private and other land not : 
OTJned by Federal and State • 

Governments 3/ 
Total 

'          acreage 
Acreage    ] Percentage of : 

land area h/   s 
Acreage : Percentage of 

2 land area h/   ' 
•    Acreage : Percentage 

:land area 
of 

¡1,000 acres Percen1> 

29.9 
51.3 
1*7.0 

1,000 acres      Percent 

2,9h2                 6.9 
1,609                 2.6 
2,932                 2.9 

1,000 acres 

27,013 
28,ii31 
50,208 

Percent 

63.2 
lió.l 
50.1 

1,000 acres 

Washington-— > 
Oregon^—^^ — , 
California——  

:      12,788 
Í      31,602 
:      li7,17Í4 

i»2,7U3 
61,6li2 

100,311+ 

Pacific—  ;      91,56ii ¥;.7 7,li83 3.7 105,652 51.6 20ii,699 

United States- ;    U07,896 21.1i 80,3U8 h.2 L,ia5,5ei 7U.li 1,903,825 

1/ Senate Doc. 100, 61|th Cong., 2d Sess., Inventory Report on Federal Real Property in the United States as of 
June 30, 1955. 

2/ U. S. Dept. Agr. Cir. 909. 
3/ Acreage not owned by Federal and State Governments consists of privately owned land, Indian land, and county, 

municipal and other local government land. Private and public land areas each include a share of the public road 
rights-of-way, drainage and irrigation ditches, and levees. 
V Percentages calculated from unrounded data. 

P^ 
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Tablé 32.- Federal and StâtS'^nméd land used for fándng and grazing, fey regions 
and^S-tateiB^ l^U Jj^ 

Federal -                      • State 

State âM region 
î .. ;-;    ..    î 

î                          ! 

; Grazing 
tTol^ «sed r 
:for fáznlaqgs 
sand grazing: 

1,000 
acres 

r Grazing 
:        2/ 
t     -. ■.- 

1,000 
acres 

0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 

îTotal used 
:for farinirig 
:and grazing 

V                                            '-_---- .    1,000 
[    aeres 

!         0 
;        2 
!        i 
-i/ 
:        0 m 
i   13 
il 
!           3 

1,000 
âcx«s 

1 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 

10 
1 

18 
1 
6 

1,000 
acres 

1,CKX) 
acres 

2            - 

0 
0 
0 

1 
V    -:-V31-.v- -  -^- 

-;2-^ :   ■- 

9 

0 
0 
0 
0 
Ó 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Q 
0 
í 
1 

0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 

Mm Haa^shire-"^ 

Massachijsetts-«—^ 
^aiöde Island-—- 

^w tiersi^----ç-^ 
PemK^lTania-— j 
Belmmre———~¡ 

l^rtbeast------<>--i i     2h 39 63 0 5 /: -5v:-\ 
!        10 
î      20 

!     57 

5 
u 
21 

a6iî 

15 
31 
67 
30 

921 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

11 

0 
0 
0 
0 

m 

IifiiiMia-^^--------Î 
îllînois-«~~--.i 

Mösoiirx---—-~ Î 

-                   «, 
r   1^ 907 l,06li 0 11 n 

mch^aa-^—--~-- Î s        2 
i^     6 

5 
U 10 

0 
0 
0 

1 
1 1 

0- 
lake States——1 Í    11 lit ;.:-;;-:. 25 ::;-::: Q ; ■^':y'2/' --y^ 

mrginia——^î 
Ifest Vîî^nia*~î 
Sferöi Carolins~î 

Teimessëe—-—-^ : 

Í   25 
-2 
"8 

20 
5a 

55 
15 

336 
liï 
66 

80^ 
17 

3Mt 
3lt 

1*6 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

u 
s - -5 

%ïpâlachiaï^—-î 10^ iiÖ6 -":;_?5^::;" .; 0 21 21 

SOT:to GarcaiMt— s 
-•:-3-   : 

■      6 
33 

21? 

830 
1D8 

":-:;222::-- -:-"- 
^^r^íll--   "--- 

83^ 
; lííi 

0: 
0 
0 

: G: 

6 
■        1 

Hi 
0 

---"6 
7 

iUtâbsaiia<-^'--~»- î 

Southeast-^---: m 1,163 1,210   : yo 73 73 

SÑee fcK^tœtes fit ^Któ of lartïle. - Continued 
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Table 32.- Federal and State-owned land used for farming and grazing, by regions 
and States, 19514 ^J —  Continued 

State 
: Total used 

Grazing :for fanning 
2/  :and grazing 

State and region 

Federal 

Fanning 
:Total used : 

Grazing : for farming: Farming 

2/ îand grazing: 

1,000 
acres 

30 
39 

U 

1,000 
acres 

977 
1,176 

60U 

1,000 
acres 

1,057 
1,215 

603 

1,000 
acres 

0 
0 
0 

1,000 
acres 

5 
52 
80 

123 
To 
106 

2,757 
"'29li 
1,06U 

2,880 
330 

1,170 

0 

573 
0 

137 
" "265 
2,760 

192 1,358 ,1,550 573 3,025 

206 
53 
93 
U8 

1,223 
1,928 

501^ 
125 

1,U29 
1,931 

597 
173 

0 
3 
2 
3 

923 
1,968 
1,626 

0 

i;00 3,730 U,13Q 3 ii,5l7 

62 
10 
15 
11 

2 
1 

22 
.1 

16,903 
21,1U2 
21,260 
15,355 
21,082 
2tt,900 
27,U02 
U9,693 

16,970 
21,152 
21,275 
15,366 
21,03U 
2a,901 
27,U2U 
U9,69li 

33 
20 

lii3 
76 

303 
UO 

0 

ii,211 
2,255 
3,572 
2,775 

11,265 
8,5;iU 
1,800 

36 

12Í4      197,7142       197,866 

23 
22 

190 

2,925 
2l,70l4 
19*003 

2,953 
21,726 
19,193 

125 
0 
0 

729 
391 
131 

2U0   U3,632   U3,872 125   1,751 

1,000 
acres 

52 
80 

137_ 

""■"833 
2,760 

3,598 

923 
1,971 
1,623 

3 
ii,525 

Mississippi——- 
Arkansas- •—^- 
Löuisiana — 

Delta States- 

Oklahoma——  
Texas- ———- 

Southern Plains 

North Dakota—— 
South Dakota--— 
Nebraska ~ 
Kansas — 

Northern Plains 

Montana- —•- 
Idaho——-.——— 
Wyoming———— 
Colorado— —— 
New Mexico——- 
Arizona-—  
Utah-—' — 
îieyada —-.- 

Mountain -— 

Washington —-- 
Oregon ——.—-- 
California--—— 

Pacific-—'  

United States  ^  ________._.-_.--.__« 
1/ Federal and State rural land used for fanning and grazing under lease or per- 

mit or otherwise used for farming or grazing* Includes Federal and State land 
used for farming and grazing which is reported in famis, as well as land not in 
farms and ranches. 

2/ Includes grassland, shrub and brush land, and forest land used for grazing. 
5/ Does not'includeUS million acres of Indian land used for farming and grazing, 
\J  Less than 500 acres. 

U,655 
2,3U3 
3,592 
2,918 

11,3U1 
8,817 
l,ai;0 

36 

1,11U  3U,ü23   35,51;2 

85U 
891 
131 

1,376 

1,U23  251,378   253,301    1,820   U3,970   U5,790 
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Table 33.- Indian land used for farming and grazing, by regions and States, 
195ii 1/ 

State and region 
Indian land 

Farming Grazing Total used for 
farming and grazing 

Maine——— 
New Hampshire- 
Vermont-——— 
lîassachusetts- 
Rhode Island- 
Connecticut— 
New York-—— 
New Jersey--— 
Pennsylvania- 
Delaware——— 
Kar:/land—— 

Northeast- 

Ohio  
Indiana——— 
Illinois — 
Iowa———- 
Missouri—'—— 

Corn Belt-—- 

Michigan——— 
Wis cons in—  
Minnesota-—•— 

Lake States- 

Virginia ———.  
West Virginia—•—  
North Carolina— — 
Köitucky—— — — 
Tennessee—^-——— 

Appalachian————- 

Sou th Carolina——— 

Florida—> .———— 
Alabama—————— 

Southeast———— 

1 OOP acres 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Q 

0 

0 
0 
k 
0 

2 
17 
31 

$0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

1 
0 
0 
0 

1 000 acres 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

IT 
0 
0 
0 
0 

13 
221 
i;32 

666 

0 
0 

28 
0 
0 

28 

1 
0 

160 
0 

161 

1 000 acres 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

IT 
0 
0 
h 
0 

IT 
238 
i;63 

716 

0 
33 
0 
0 

33 

2 
0 

160 
0 

162 

See footnotes at end of table. - Continued 
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Table 33.- Indian land used for farming and grazing, by regions and States, 
195U 1/ • Continued 

State and region Fanning 

I5OOO acres 

Mississippi---———--——: 
Arkansas — — : 
Louisiana——————- :_ 

Delta States- —■—•* 
• 

Oklahoma——————t 
Texas——————— :^ 

Southern Plains———-' 
• 

North Dakota— — :" 
South Dakota-^ -: 
Nebraska—————— : 
Kansas—————— s_ 

Northern Plains——* 
• 

Montana—————— : 
Idaho ^- —— . Î 
Vfyoming————*——î 
Colorado—————— : 
New Mexico— —~--: 
Arizona——*——~'~~~~ • 
Utah ™-'—^— • 
Nevada—-——— -—:_ 
Mountain————*— * 

Washington-- ——■—-- : 
Oregon——————— î 
California—-———— :_ 

Pacific —— — * 

5 
0 
0 

0 

1,208 

29 
798 

16U 
57 
8 
56 

269 
58 
.33 

1,U73 

"52r 
75 
25 
322 

united States- 3,866 

Indian land 

Grazing 

1,000 

Total used for 
fanning and grazing 

acres 

8 
0 
0 

8 

2 

1,151 

hylhS 
7 
6 

5,575 
-T759r 

692 
1,791 

685 
5,83U 

15,669 
1,835 

972 
32,87U 

l,k70 
397 

3,6U7 

liU,110 

ijpoo acres 

13 
0 
0 

13 

2 

2,359 

5,320 
60 
35 

6,373 

6,22J4 
856 

1,8U8 
693 

5,890 
15,938 
1,893 
1 005 

3U,3ii7 

TTSST 
1,5U5 

1^22 

3,969 

U7,976 

1    Indian land (chiefly tribal arid trast-allotted lands), used for fanning 
anï grazing including all land operated by Indians, as well as land operated 
under lease or permit by non-niidians.    It also includes land reported In farms 
and land not so reported.    Both irrigated and diy land is included.    Included 
are 583,000 acres of irrigated farming land and 3,283,000 acres of dry farming 
land.    Excluded are U,07l,000 acres of forest and woodland not reported 
grazed and 3,512,000 acres of miscellaneous other areas not fanned or grazed. 
Total Indian tribal lands and lands held in trust comprised 55,559,000 acres 
in 1951i. 



Table 3A^»*^ Changes in cropland and all pasture and grazing land, by major divisions and regions, 
:':.;:/United'States,',1949-54,' ^'^'/■:''''''i.,.  :■■•.:■■■'/'-    '''"■■'"■'::'- 

Major division 
and régi<»i 

Cropland 1/ 

1949    ;   1954    ; Change 

Open permanent pasture 
in farms\2/ 

1949 1954    * Change 

Woodland pasture 
in farms ¿/ 

1949 1954  ^Change 

Northern: 
Northeastem- 
Com Belt—— 
lake States—^— 
Northern Plains- 

total———-— 

Southern; 
Appalachian——— 
Söutheästern-i^-r-' 

'; '''.„belta—-—--—r— 
Southern Plains— 

Total- 

Western Î 
Mount ain- 
Pacific— 

Total— 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

24,557  22,830 
95,956  95,268 
46,410  45,897 
100 666 .JLa^p43 
267,589   265;038 

1,000 
aères 

-1,727 
-688 
-513 
377 

1^000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

6,928 6,701 
16,563 16,430 
6,151 5,982 

71^326 75.326 
-2,551   100,968   104,439 

1,000 
acres 

-227 
-133 
-169 

4^00Q_ 
3',471 

1,000 
acres 

1,000 
acres 

4,297       3,836 
13,014     13,335 

9,918       8,541 
2.267^__1,740 

29,496     27,452_ 

37,363 
27,919 
24,283 

MM. 
143,551 

33,722 -3,641 
24,824 ^;095 
22,162-2,121 
52,120/^1,866 

132,828    -10,723 

9,115 
6,776 
5,0Í7 

85,062 

9,899 
9,667 
6,809 

102,232 

784 
2,891 
1,792 

7,496 8,316 
16,578 17,796 
9,532 ll,6pl 

35,609 23^5a 

1,000 
acres 

-461 
321 

-1,377 
_^527 

-2,044 

820 
1,218 
2,069 

-12,048 

105,970   128,607;    22,637     69,2Í5     61,274-7,941 

39,675 
27.023 

41,218 

MM. 
1,543 
-780 

179,696 
29.015 

193,629 
33.204 

13,933 
4tl89; 

23,663 
I2r?41 

20,549 
11.877 

^3,114 
-464 

66,698     67,461 763    208,711    226,833     18,122     36,00,      32,426   —-3,578 

United States- î477,838   465,327   -12,51I   415,649   459,879     44,230   134,715   121,152   -13,563 

See footnotes at end of table. 

op 
ON 

- Contirtued 



Table 3U#- Changes in cropland and all pasture and grazing land, by major divisions and regions, United 
States, 19U9-i?U - Continued 

Major division 
and region 

Northern: 
Northeastern-  
Com Belt  
Lake States-^-—- 
Northern Plains-- 
Total  

Southern: 
Appalachian-—— 
Southeastern  
Delta  
Southern Plains~ 

Total  

Western: 
Mountain———— 
Pacific—  
Total  

United States 

Grazing land not in farms )¿J 

19U9 

l,ööö 
acres 

2,800 
5,300 
6,200 
6,g29 

¿0,8¿9 

19ÍU 

TTJÜÖ" 
acres 

2,237 
5,î^72 
2,93U 
U,38U 

15/127 

Change 

l,ööö 
acres 

-563 
272 

.3,266 
-2,lli5 

Total pasture and grazing land 

19Ü9 195U 

T73ÖÖ" 
acres 

1U,025 
3li,877 
22,269 
80,122 

i¿;¿9^ 

T75örr 
acres 

12,77U 
35,337 
17,U57 
8l,]4gO 

1U7,018 

11,800 
25,615 
28,120 
15x700 
"STT^JT 

9,119 
22,280 
25,389 
12,766 -w:^ 

-2,681 
-3,335 
-2,731 
-2,93ii 
-li;681 

28,Uli 
IJ8,969 

U2,669 
136,371 
¿5¿'l¿0 

27,33U 
U9,7U3 
U3,799 
138,559 

227,365 
70,735 

¿^8;i0Ö 

211,617 
56,3Ul 

¿6t;958 

-15,7U8 
'll4,39lt 

U30,72U 
112,091 
5U¿;815 

U25,795 
101j¡it22 
5¿?;¿i7 

ii00,l61i 352,639 -li7,525 950,528 933,670 

Change 

l,ööö 
acres 

-1,251 
U60 

-li,8l2 
1,328 

•^^inrfT 

-1,077 
77U 

1,130 
2,188 
37?ir 

-U,929 
-10,669 
-15;5^8 
-16,858 

œ 

1/ Cropland includes cropland harvested, failure, fallow, soil-improvement crops, idle land and crop- 
land used only for pasture. 

2/ Open permanent pasture includes all grassland pasture and other pasture not cropland and not 
woodland in farms. 

3/ Woodland pasture in farms as reported by the 1950 and 195U Census of Agriculture. 
%J Grazing land not in farms includes all private and public land not in farms estimated as usable 

for grazing, including grassland, woodland, and forest land. 
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Table 35.- Cropland and improved pasture, by major divisions and regions. 
United States, 1939 and 1954 

Major division and 
region 

Northern: 
Northeastern—~-- 
Conri Belt———— 
Lake States---  
Northern Plains-— 

Total  

Southern : 
•  Appalachian———» 
SotJtheastena — 
Mississippi Delta- 
Söuthem Plains- 

Total  

Western; 
Mountain  
Pacific — 

Total— •  

United States- 

1939 

Cropland 1/ '    -improved 
; pasture 2/ 

1.000 acres  1.000 acres 

21,897 
76,921 
39,437 
90.113 

9,430 
26,170 
8,474 

34.590 

228,368 78,664 

27,912 
25,540 
20,244 
48 850 

122,546 

11,693 
6,577 
8,914 
29*811, 

57,061 

28,915 
18 922 

47,837 

26,568 
12.816 

39,384 

398,751 175,109 

1954 

Cropland 1/ Improvsd 
pasture 2/ 

1.000 acres  1.000 acres 

19,053 
81,552 
40,194 
97.091 

237,890 

23,416 
20,197 
16,271 

- 42.3?7- 

102,281 

8,906 
25,624 
9,348 

35.601 

79,479 

13,133 
9,203 
9,526 

44^860 

76,722 

37,289 
-äu22Z. 
59,086 

39,528 
__^. 18.807 

58,335 

399,257 214,536 

1/ Cropland includes cropland harvested, failure, fallow, soil-improvement 
crpps, and idle land, 
2/ Improved pasture includes cropland used only for pasture and other grass- 

land pasture in farms estimated to have been improved by having had applied 2 
or more improvement practices or maintenance practices in recent years. 
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Table 3ó.- Land cleared, drained, and leveled for irrigation, by major 
divisions and regions, cumulative totals. United States, 1936-53 1/ 

Major division and 
region Cleared Drained 

Leveled for 
irrigation 

Northern: 
Northeastern— ^•- 
Com Belt  
Lake States ■  
Northern Plains  

Total .  

Southern: 
Appalachian  
Southeastern — 
Mississippi Delta—— 
Southern Plains—  

V/e stern! 
Mountain—  
Pacific^  

["otal—. — 

United States— 

1,000 acres 

292 
72 

1,296 
6? 

1,723 

110 
623 
144 
32 

3,500 

1.000 acres 

659 
5,913 
7,854 
2.968 

17,394 

1,373 
1,726 
8,353 

892 

32,692 

1.000 acres 

0 
0 
0 

373 

373 

0 
0 

649 
615 

909 12,344 1,264 

385 
483 

1,0a 
1.933 

3,213 
1.228 

868 2,954 4,441 

6,070 

1/ Acreages cleared, drained, and leveled for irrigation with financial 
assistance from the Agricultural Conservation Program. 



fjabl« 37.- Major «3©s of private landi continental united States, specii'ied 

Landvuse;       •   1930   '   ;    l^y     •   1950   • ' 195^ 
j • •   > ■    • « 

: : Mil .aeres ;MJ^.: acres  MHV acres Mil, acres 

Cr^land-"----^-----"~:    Jf07        398        ii02 

uses-—^———^— : 

Miscellaneous- -*~-—**- : 

Pasture and grazing Isuiâ,: 
inçluâiûg foresi^nd : 
woodland grazed--------:    700       ^Oif       680       ^0 
- : • 

íqresii land; and woodland : 
not grazed-—-^———-- ; - m Tiso:: m 20^ 

23 16 27 33 

m m : 57 53 

Total-^———.——-:  1,35?     Ii338     l^m 1>3^3 

1/ All land, excluding ptiblic and îndian tribal and trust-allotted land. 
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Table 38v-ílajor uses of piiblic land (Federal, State^ co\uity> and local 
Government land), continental United States, specified years, I93O-5U 

Land use 1930 1/ Í9U5 2/ 1950 1/^ 195^^ y 

Cropland-*'^---»*-*--^—'•---• 

Pasture and grazing land, 
including forested 
grazing land—^--*---—~- 

Forest land not classified 
as grazing land-*-—-•— 

Special uses—"———"-: 

Miscellaneous other land • 

Total-^——- 

Mil> acres Mil« acres Mil acres Mil acres 

2       2       k 3 

297   ¿/ 301^   6/296 296 

105 109 102 103 

Ul 7h 78 77 

w 20 25 26 

1^9!^ 509 505 505 

1/ National Resoxirces Board, S\appleniéntary 
Planning: Committee, Vol^ 1, Part III, sec. YI, 1935/ 

2/Ü. a/DeptvAfft^, Misc. Pub. 663/ 19^ 
3/U. S. Dept. Agr., Tech. Bui. 1082. 
5/ Production Economics Research Branch Land Use Inventory 1955• 
¿/ U. S. Dept« Agr., Bur. Agr.Econ., Federal Rural Lands, June 19^7- 
6/ Ü. S. Dept. Agr., Cir. 909. 
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Table 39»-Ma¿or uses of Indian land (iribal and trust-allotted land;, continenta] 
United States, specified years, I93O-5Ú 

land use 1/ !  1930  ; :  19^*5 !    1950 !  195^* 

: Mil. acres Mil. acres 

3 

Mil. acres 

3 

Mil. acres 

Cropland used cbiefly for crops—«?-• ':         k k 

Pasture and grazing land, including 
woodland and forest land ^ :   1*5 kk kk kk 

Forest and woodj^nd not grazed—-.-—i :    1 6 8 6 

All other land—^^^^—^ —i 2 k 2 2 

Total 2/ ^..' 52 57 57 36 

1/ land use classifications for the different years are not strictly comparable 
especially for cropland, forest and woodland, and ^11 other land. Accordingly, i 
is estiiBated that a considerable part of the changes indicated are the result of 
differences in classification rather than actual changes in use, 

2/ Frora about 1935 to 19^2, purchases of land for Indian use and transfers of 
public domain land to this use increased Indian holdings by 5 million acres. In 
round numbers ftrom 19^5 to 195^^, 1? million acres of the Indian land was trust- 
allotted land, which is owned by individuals under guardianship of the Federal 
Govermîent. An additional 39 million acres if ere owned collectively by Indian 
tribes. The reïtaining 1 million acres were federally ^med land reserved 
specifically for the benefit or use of the Indians. Thus, although the Indian 
land is under general administration or guardianship of the Federal Government 
and is sometimes included in statistics of Federal land, in the ordinary sense 
use and management of Indian land is more similar to use and management of 
private than of public land. 

National Resources Board, StÇ)pleiaentggry R^ort of the land Planning 
Coamittee, Vol. II, 19351 U. S. Dept. Agr., Bur. Agr. Econ., Federal Rural 
Lands, June 19^7; U. S. Dept. i^r. Cir. 909J and records of the Btareau of 
Indian Affairs, 1952 to 1956. 
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Table 1*0. • Ownership of grazing land not in farms, by major divisions and 
regions, United States, 195^ l/ 

Major division and 
region 

Northern: 
Northeastern-—— 
Corn Belt-  
Lake States  
Northern Plains— 

Total- 

Southern: 
Appalachian—--— 
Southeastern ■- 
Delta States  
Southern Plains— 

Total- 

Western: 
Mountain« 
Pacific- 

Total- 

United States 

Federal 

1,000 

irai    Î      State      :    Indian      :    Private    :    Total 

acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 1,000 acres 

22 
851 

8 

5 
11 

2 
565 

0 
0 

667 
J§ÍL 

2,210 
U,710 
2,257 
- 2U8 

2,237 
5,572 
2,93^ 

3,668 

423 
1,012 
2,707 

921»^ 

5,066 

583 l,»*5l 

21 
M 
137 
1*07 

608 

28 
100 

0 
975 

1,103 

9,i^25 

8,647 
21,125 
22,51*5 
10,460 

62,777 

15,127 

9,119 
22,280 
25,389 
12 766 

69,554 

189,366 
40,764 

230,130 

5,758 
1,751 

7,509 

3,802 
2,997 

6,799 

12,691 
10,829 

23,520 

211,617 
56^0. 

267,958 

238,864 8,700 9,353 95,722   352,639 

1/ Grazing land not in farms includes primarily acreages of publicly owned 
land grazed by peimit, privately owned and Indian forest land, woodland, and 
other areas, used for grazing or suitable for grazing which are not reported as 
land in farms. Sources of information on grazing land not in farms are records 
and reports of public land management and conservation agencies supplemented 
by spot inquiries. 
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Table 41.- Pasture and grazing land, by regions, Viestern Range Area, United 
States, 1930 and 1954 1/ 

Farm and ranch pasture 2/ 

:          1930 
:                           : 
:        1954          :" 
• • 
• t 

Change 
Region 

Acreage      |    P 
• 

1.000 acres 

+15,336 
+11,621 

■ +96,715 
+11.916 

ercentage 

Southern Plains  
Northern Plains  
Mountain  
Pacific  

•1.000 acres 

i       73,968 
:        40,878 
:      121,392 
.       37.611 

l.OOC acres 

89,304 
52,499 

218,107 
49.527 

Percent 

20.7 
28^4 
79.7 
3]..7: 

Total ^ !      273,849 409,437 +135,588 49.5 

;                 Crazing land not in farms and ranches 1/ 
Southern Plains—'- 
Northern Plains-— 

:        23,782 
:        21,509 
:      323,751 

85,305 

2,063 
3,931 

211,617 
56.341 

-2-1,719 
-17,578 

-112,134 
-28.964 

-91.3- 
-81.7 
-34.6 
-34.Ö Pacific . 

Total ¡ 454,347 273,952 -180,395 -39V7 

Total pasture ! and range 4/ 

Southern Plains '. 
Northern Plains . 
Mountain • 
Pacific : 

97,750 
62,387 

445,U3 
122.916 

91,367 
56,430 

429,724 
105.868 

-6,383 
-5,957 

-15,a9 
-17.048 

-6.5 
-9.5 
-3.5 

-13i9 

Total i 728,196 683,389 ^44,807 -6v2 

See footnotes at end of table» - Continued 



- 95 - 

Table í^l.- Pasture and grazing land, "by regions. Western Range Area, United 
States, 1930 and 195^ 1/ 

1/ The Western Range area is defined as the 11 Western States plus the 
countieB of the Great Plains States vest of an irregular line near the 100th 
meridian as indicated by map (fig. 1), the Western Range Report, U. S. Senate 
Doc. 199, T^^-th Cong., 2d Sess. The 1930 data are from the Western Range 
Report and basic antecedent tables. The 195^1 data are from reports of the 
19514- Census of Agriculture and from records and reports of public land man- 
agement, conservation, and statistical ajáneles. 

The  Western Jtonge area of 728 million acres reported in the Western 
i^ange Report in 19^6 included plowable and irrigated pasture^ open permanent 
pasture, or nonforested pasture, and woodland pasture in farms and ranches 
from the 1930 Agricultural Census, plus all grassland, woodland, a;nd forest 
land not in farms or ranches, classified as usable and open for grazing, as 
of various dates. Such data were available from 1930 to 1935 (^Ith the ex- 
ception of certain national Park areas). Because of the dates when the data 
were assembled, the comparisons between years in footnotes and tables have 
been labeled 1930 and 195V. 
g/ Pasture In farms and ranches includes plowable pasture, cropland used 

only for pasture, irrigated pasture, open peimanent pasture, or other pasture 
(not cropland and not woodland), and woodland pasture in farms» 
3/ Grazing land not in farms and ranches consists chiefly of Federal and 

State land and privately owned woodland and forest land. It includes grass- 
land, or open land as well as woodland, brush, and forested land containing 
forage of value for grazing domestic livestock. 

k/ All pasture and range Includes both pasture in faims and ranches and 
grazing land not in fams and ranches. 
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Table 42»- Ownership of all pasture and grasing land, b/ regions. Western 
Range area. United States, 193CH45 %J 

Public Land 2/ 

\         1930. :         1954        i" 
Change 

Region Acreage      * • Percentage 

Southern Plains-——^ 
ïlorthern Plains—~¡ 
Mountain———•——. 
Pacific ——^—-' 

' 1,000 acres 

;        16,659 
:         8,752 
!      231,383 

47.464 

1.000 acres 

3,344 
6,904 

231,218 
44.381 

1.000 acres 

-13,315 
-1,848 

-165 
-3.083 

Percent 

-79.9 
-21.1 
-0.1 
-6.5 

Total -~^-.^—.—. \     304,258 285,847 -18,ai -6.1 

Indian Land jl/ 

Southern Plains-—--¡ 
Northern Plains—•—: 
Mountain—~ ——^- < 
Paeif i c •— ^— Î 

\             201 
!          5,895 

38,387 
3.908 

13 
5,501 

32,874 
3*647 

-188 
-394 

-5,513 
-2Ó1 

-93.5 
-6.7 

-34.4 
-6.7 

Total ^- —: 48,391 42,035 -6,356 -13.1 

Private Land ¿Z 

Southern Plains——î 
Jíorthern Plains-«—>-: 
Mountain—'  : 
Pacific ^—— î 

80,890 
47,740 

175,373 
71.544 

88,010 
44,025 

165,632 
57.840 

7,120 
-3,715 
-9>741 

-13.704 

8.8 
-7.8 
-5.6 

-19.2 

Total \ 375,547 355,5í37 -20,0A0 -5*3 

See footnotes at eïid of table. 

/ 

- Continued 
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Table 42.- Ownership of all pasture and grazing land, by regions. Western 
Range area. United States, 1930-45 l/ - Continued 

Total pasture and grazing land ¿/ 

Region 

Change 

Acreage Percentage 

1,000 acres  1^000 acres  1>Q00 acres 

Southern Plains- 
Northern Plains 
Mountain—  
Pacific  

Total—  

97,750 
62,3^7 

445,143 
122,916 

91,367 
56,430 

429,724 
105.86s 

-6,303 
•5,957 
-15,419 
-17.048 

Percent 

-6.5 
-9-5 
-3-5 

■Iß*? 

728,196 683,389 -44,807 -6.2 

1/ The Western Range area is defined as the U Western States plus the 
counties of the Great Plains States west of an irregular line near the 100th 
meridian as indicated by map (fig. 1), the Western Range Report, U. S. Senate 
Doc. 199, 74th Cong., 2d Sess. 1936. The 1930 data are from the Western Range 
Report, and basic antecedent tables. The 1954 data are from 1954 Census of 
Agriculture reports and from records and reports of public land management, 
conservation, ^nd statistical agencies. 

2/ Public land includes Federal, State, county, and municipal land. (The 
estimates for county and municipal land are less complete than for Federal 
and State land). 
¿/^Indian land includes tribal and trust^allotted land. 
4/ Private land includes all rangeland not included under public and Indian 

land. 
¿/ Total pasture and grazing land includes public, Indian, and private land, 



Table 43.- Pasture and range land in farms and not in farms, by regions. Western Range Area, I930 and 1954 - Sumraary 

  Farm Pasture and Range 
Forest and w<yg3afeisarty—i—gütai. farm pasture and range ~ 

Regions 

Southern Plains—- 
Northern Plains—— 
Mo\mtain— — 
Pacific  

Total  

Grassland or nonforest 1/ 
1930 195U Change 

1,000 
acres 

!iO,07lt 
lll|,553 
29»557 

Soutíxem Plains :    23,372 
Northern Plains !    20,295 
Mountain » 231,185 
Pacific Î   U7,96U 

Total— 

1,000 
acres 
Bö;3^I 
51,887 

197,558 
37»650 

1,000 
acres 

157577 
11,813 
83,005 
8,093 

251,198     367,li86     116,288 

1930 195U Change 

1,000 
acres 
"^7951 

80U 
6,839 
8,05U 

1,000 
acres 
"579Î3 

612 
20,5U9 
11,877 

22,651       Ul,95l       19,300 

1930 195U Change 

1,000 
acres 
73,968 
40,878 

121,392 
37.611 

1,000 
acres 
ö9,30U 
52,li99 

218,107 
1*9.527 

1,000 
acres 
1^7356 
11,621 
96,715 
11.916 

273,81*9       U09,l;37       135,588 

Nonfarm grazing and raaee land 

2,063 -21,309 : UlO 0 
3,076 -17,219 : 1,213 855 

137,263 -93,922 : 92,566 7l;,351i 
26.6U6 -21.318 ; 37.3tt2 29.695 

-lOOs 23,782 2,063 -21,719 
-358: 21,508 3,931 -17,577 

-18,212Î 323,751 211,617 -112,13U 
-7.6U7: 85.306 56.3ta -28.965 

322,816     169,0U8   -153,768    's 131,531     10li,90U     -26,627Î U5U,3l;7       273,952     -180,395 
S 

Total   pafifaiT-B   »r,A   -rartgt^ 

Southern Plains— 
Northern Plains—- 
Mountain—-—— 
Pacific  

Total 

-». 90,386 
•: 60,369 
•: 31*5,738 
.1 77 521 

82,1|.5U -7,932 
5U,963 -5,)406 

33lt,821 -10,917 
61^296 ,-13,^225 

; 57li,01ii • 536,531*  -37,1*80 

7,361* 8,913 
2,017 1,1*67 

99,h0S 9l*,903 
1*5,396 ta.572 

151*,182 11*6,855 

1,5U9: 97,750 
-550: 62,386 

-i*,502: 1*1*5,11*3 

-7,327i 728,196 

91,367 
56,1*36 

1*29,721* 
105j868 

-6,383 
-5,956 

-15,1*19 
-17,01*9 

633,389   -i*li,807 

^ Grasslaad or nonforest pasture and range includes cropland used only for pasture or plowáblé pasture^ and 
opeii permanent pasture (not ciroplabd and hot Woodland) in farms, and nonforested grassland or open grazing land 
not 'in''farms. ■ ; 

2/ Forest and woodland pasture and range includes farm woodland pastured and nonfarm wöodlaM and forest 
usable for grazing, 
1930 data conpiled from basic tables prepared for the Western Range Report, U, S, Senate Doc. 199, 7l*th Cong, 

2d, Sess, 1936, 1951* data compiled from 1951* Census of Agriculture reports and from recoixls and reports of 
Federal and State land-management and conservation agencies. 
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Definitions and Explanations 

Croplands- Total cropland available for crops includes cropland used for 
crops, cropland used only for pas ture, cropland in soil-iisproveinént crops, and 
idle cropland. The acreage of cropland used onl^ for pasfatre may also be in- 
cluded with the acreage of other pasture or nonforested pasture if the acreage 
of all improved land used for pasture is desired. 

Cropland used for crops Is defined as the acreage actually used and in 
preparation for crops. It is made up of three components - acreage of cropland 
harvested (land from which one or more crops were harvested), crop failure, and 
cultivated summer fallow. Certain areas of newly seeded crops «nd soil-improve- 
ment crops not harvested or pastured are not included, as data relating to them 
are not now available. Nor is idle cropland included, as the cropland*used-for- 
crpps series is intended to measure changes in the land area in crops or in 
preparation for crops the following year. 

Idle and fallow cropland and cropland used only for pasture are usually 
considered in the crop-rotation system as land that is xised for crops, though 
not necessarily in each year. Fellow land often is cultivated to conserve 
moisture and kill weeds in preparation for crops. Much of the idle land is 
left implanted for a year or two only, although some of it is thie jïoorer crop- 
land that represents abandonment for crop purposes. 

The series on cropland used for crops is based on the series of principal 
crops harvested and crop losses of the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
and the Agricultural Marketing Service and on data from the Census of Agricul- 
ture. The acreages of cropland harvested were used for the 6 censuses taken 
at 5-year intervals from 1925 to 1950^ Interpolations were made for the int^ 
vening years;, ^ased on the former Bureau of Agricultural Economics series on 
principal crops harvested. For earlier years, the former Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics series on principal crqps harvested and acreages of specified crops 
harvested reported by the lO-year censuses were used, and adjustments were made 
for crops not reported. Additions were made to the acreage of cx^ 
vested reported by the 1950 and 195^ Censuses of Agriculture to cover some of 
Jbhe underenumeration of cropland harvested that was indicated by postenumeratlon 
surveys. Ik/ This adjustmeht was necessaiy in order to account satisfactorily 
îor the total acreage of crops harvested, aá reported by the Agricultural Esti- 
mates Division of the Agricultural Marketing Service. 

ik/ Before the Agricultural Adjustment Administration program began in 1933> 
farmers usually thought in terms of "gross areas," which did not allow for land 
occupied by ditches, fencerows, turnrows, or building sites. In later years, 
their thinking has been more in terms of "net acres." No doubt this change in 
method of reporting has affected to some extent recent estimates of acreages 
of individual crops and of total cropland. It has reduced these acreages by 
an estimated 2 to 3 pf^fcent from what they would have been under the definitions 
of cropland that prevailed prior to 1933 • For an estimate on changes in 
acreage of cropland in the South see Langsford, E. L., Changes in Cotton Pro- 
duction in War and Peace - Analyses by Production Areas. U. &• Dept. Agr., Bur. 
Agr. Econ. F. M. 45. 33 pp., illus. Washington, D. C, 19*i-U. (Mimeographed.) 
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Acreages of crop fsiliiro as givpn in census reports were used for census 
years from 1925 to 19*^5 when reported, and interpolations for intervening 
years were based on -the crop losses or differences between planted and har- 
vested acreages of principal crops as estimatéíd ty the former Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics. Acreages of crop failure for recent years are based 
chiefly on crop losses as reported by the Agricultural Marketing Service• Re- 
ported acreages of crop losses are adjusted for the replanting of part cf the 
acreage on which winter wheat is abandoned• Hay land that produced nothing 
but pasture in some dry seasons is net included in crop failure in recent 
years• 

Estimates of acreage of cultivated summer fallow were made only for the 
geographic divisions that lie vest of the Mississippi River. From 19^^$ to 
19^3, estimates of fallow were based chiefly on acreages seeded to wheat on 
summer fallow land, as estimated in the former Bureau of Agricultural Econom- 
ics and according to data issued by the Great Plains Council* For 19*+9 and 
subsequent years, estimates of fallow were based partly on the 1950 and 195^1 
Censuses of Agriculture, estimates of wheat seeded on summer fallow made by 
the Agricultural Marketing Service, and information obtained from the Great 
Plains Council. Estimates for years prior to 19^5 were built up from frag- 
mentary data available in the Production Economics Research Branch, Agricul- 
tural Research Service. 

Pasture and grazing land.- Estimates of the acreage of all pasture and 
grazing land include open permanent pasture in farms, cropland used only for 
pasture, farm woodland pastured, and all land grazed not in farms. Grazing 
land not in farms is part grassland, part shrubs and other nonforest growth, 
and part brushland and woodland. 

In the study reported here, pasture and grazing land is classified in 
two different ways. One breakdown includes grassland pasture and grazing land 
and woodland and forest pastured or grazed. The second breakdown separates 
pasture in farms from grazing land not in farms. 

Grassland pasture and grazing land.- Grassland pasture end grazing 
land includes all land used primarily for pasture and grazing, exclusive of 
the woodland and forest pastured or grazed. It includes the shrub and brush- 
land types of pasture and grazing land such as sagebrush, scattered mesqulte, 
and some other shrub types in the West, and some scattered brushland pasture 
in the East, and all tame and wild or native grasses and legumes and other 
forage used for pasture or grazing. 

Woodland and forest pastured or grazed.- Only rough approximations 
can be made of the total acreage of woodland and forest not in farms which 
contains some areas that have forage subject to grazing or that have value for 
grazing at some time during the year. Woodland and forest land actually 
grazed, or useful for grazing, consists principally of open woodland or forest, 
scattered cleared and cutover areas, abandoned fields, brush-grown pasture, 
and other land within forested areas that has grass or other forage growth. 
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In the Northern States, the woodland areas graced, or subject to 
grazing, usually include woodland adjacent to fanas in the Gorn Belt, the 
Lake States, and the Northeastern States. Much of the forest land in the 
Missouri Ozark area is subject to grazing. The acreage of woodland grazed in 
New England and other sections of the Northeast includes rony abandoned fields 
end brush-grown pastures. 

In the Southern States, the woodland and forest lands estimated to 
be subject to grazing, or useful for grazing, contain areas covered by switch 
cane, abandoned fields (not reforested), cutover land, and grass and other 
forage areas within forests, such as the open longleaf-slash pine belt of the 
Coastal Plain, the Arkansas Ozark area, and some semiprairie, open grassland, 
and marshland areas near the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 

The chief woodland and forest areas in the Western States that are 
subject to or useful for grazing include arid woodlands, brush anä shrub 
lends, woodland-grasslands, open forests, and some cutover areas that have 
grass or other forage growth. 

Land use and cover classes of land grazed and in open grassland, 
shrubs, woodland, and forest are not always mutually exclusive. Grassland 
includes some brushland, while woodland and forest include many areas of open 
grass and other forage. 

Pastureland in farms.- Farm pastureland consists of open or non- 
forested pasture, including cropland used only for pasture and other open 
grassland pasture (not cropland and not woodland), and woodland pastured« 
(Cropland used only for pasture is also included as a part of the cropland 
area in arriving at the total acreage of cropland available for crops.) 

Improved pasture includes cropland used only for pasture and other 
grassland pasture in farms. Ordinarily the improved pasture is in tame 
grasses and legumes, either seeded or natural growth, but it may include 
native forage. All classes have had two or more improvement or conservation 
practices applied, such as weed and brush control, seeding or reseeding, 
either artificial or natural, fertilization, drainage, irrigation, or other 
similar practices that improve yields. 

Grazin < land not In farms.- Grazing land not in farms conrprises 
the open grassland and shrub grazing lands and the woodland and forest area 
grazed. Most of the grazing land not in farms is public land in the Western 
States, and privately owned nonfarm woodlands in the South. 

Forest and woodlend.- Forest land and woodland as defined by the U. S. 
Forest Service includes (1) lands that are at least 10 percent stocked by 
trees of any size and capable of producing timber or other wood products, or 
of influencing the climate or the water regime; (2) land from which the trees 
described in (l) have been removed to less than 10 percent stocking and which 
have not been developed for other use; (3) afforested aressj and (U) chaparral 
areas. 
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Lana that ts gr^ed and that bears sparse forest growth - only 10 to 
30 percent covered hj trees - or froîn which the forest has been removed to 
]^ss than 10-^ercent stockirig but which has not been developed for uses 
other than tiffiber production, or for pasture, may in some areas overlap the 
acreages reported by farmers as open pasture and grazing land in farms 
{grassland pasture/ or pasture other than cropland and woodland). 

Most <jf the a^     forest land in the East, North, and South is com- 
mercial in character, whereas about two-thirds of such forest land in the 
Gre^t^ Plains and half of that in the West is classed as noncommercial wood- 
land growth. Noncommercial woodland includes inaccessible alpine ranges, 
chaparral, mesquite, pinon-juniper, and semi-arid shrub and brush growth, 

Speclal^use areas ♦^ The s^pecified special uses in this ireport include 
those for hi^iways, roads, and raxIroa^d^ rights^6f?^   airports, farmsteads, 
and farm roads and lanes, urban and town^^rea^j^ parksj wildlif refugee, 
national defense areas, flood-control ¿reas ra^ held for 
institutional sites and miscellaneous X5^1er usesj, such as National Guard 
Corps^ and rifle ranges, fairgroimds, airports j^ radio stations, flood-control 
areas, end watershed-protection areas» 

Special uses^f rural land for which estimates are not available include 
those for industrial and coimaercial sites in rural areas, mining areas, clay, 
sand, and stone quarry sites, ppwerline rigbts^of-way, ceiiöBteries, and golf 
courses. 

Areas in rural villages aM^^^        populations of 100 to 1,000 are 
riot included in the area of special uses ^ At ^presentj, the acreage in these 
^illa©ss and towná is included in x^ther major us as forest, 
gresing, farm, and other land. Separation would call for revision of ac- 
cepted ma^or land use areas x)f many counties arid States • 

Water aï^a in reservoirs is^^^n^ uses of 
land as the aqpproximate lend airea of the Mi*ed States exclue all natural 
or artificial water bodies of ^Oacres^^t^^^ 

jHiscellaneous other areas,- Miscellaneous unaccounted-for areas not 
foiuid among other majojr uses include marshes, sand dunes, bare rock areas^ 
and deserts, 
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