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MONOGRAPH REVIEW

GEOPONIKA - ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AGRICULTURE

Zoran D. Simonović, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Research Associate and 
Aleksandar V. Kostić, Ph.D., Associate Professor

Monograph published by the Institute of Agricultural Economics (IAE), 
Belgrade, 2019.

The monograph is interesting and extensive publication in which are elaborated the 
complex material related to the organization of agricultural production in Byzantium. 
During the research, the authors were used massive international and domestic 
literature fund, therefore their analyses are based on secure sources.

Special monograph value is recognized in fact that it was done comprehensive 
analysis of the text “Geoponika”, which was for first time fully translated into the 
Serbian language (authors have made great efforts to translate all twenty books). 
During the translation into the Serbian, besides the original text, they were also 
used translations made in Russian, English, Spanish, French, or Polish.

From the monograph title “Geoponika - Encyclopedia of Agriculture” it could be 
seen that the research theme is Byzantine agriculture. Authors divided the publication 
into the two parts. The first one relates to organization of agricultural production for 
that time contemporary methods. The second part of monograph represents translated 
text of the Byzantine encyclopedia.

The problems analysed in the monograph are complex by themselves, because they 
are turned to research of organization of production, methods and class relationships 
in agriculture, which was traditional and represented the most important economic 
branch that impact the survival of the state. The content of “Geoponika” shows that 
the Byzantine feudal agricultural production, as well as the craft techniques used 
in production had not backwards direction, as was believed. Based on the authors’ 
research, it could be seen that in Byzantium in X century was used antique agronomic 
technique, which was under constant and detailed study and testing in practice. 
Besides, there were also novelties that appeared due to change in living conditions.

In the monograph, one section is turned to the socio-economic conditions that were 
valid in Byzantium in the X century. All important social aspects that have impact 
on organization and management of agricultural production were analysed. Special 
attention is given to free peasantry and development of feudalism. Mentioned 
analyses are helped in more detailed perceiving of principles of Byzantium’s 
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agricultural management policy functioning. That was necessary in order to get a 
better understanding of all organization methods of agricultural production in a class 
society such was Byzantium. According to previously mentioned it could be pointed 
out that monograph contributes to enrichment of currently available knowledge of 
historical and economic processes characteristic for Byzantium during the X century.

Overall analysis showed that agriculture in Byzantium was an important element 
of economic development. Besides, economic agriculture had a social (class) 
impact. It’s concluded that agriculture at that time had necessary technological and 
organizational level requested for the food production. However, despite the great 
potential of agricultural sector (as a result of favourable climate, available land and 
water resources, etc.) it was not sufficiently utilized.

In publication is given an assumption that Byzantium agriculture in the X century 
was able to satisfy the domestic market of food and agricultural products with its 
own capacities (in Byzantium, at that time, all agricultural crops were grown). On 
the other hand, the supply of food and agricultural products in Byzantium was not 
regulated. It was left to a small number of individuals who made a fortune from 
established trade.

Specific value of mentioned monograph is that there are many interested persons in 
analysed issues that are coming from agrarian profession at national level (besides 
the detailed analysis it contains the translation of the encyclopedia “Geoponika” into 
the Serbian).


