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Abstract Focusing on the talent training in the strategy of revitalizing the countryside, this paper uses questionnaire survey, field survey, de-
scriptive statistics, chi-square test and other methods to study the willingness of college students to " go to the countryside" to contribute to ru-
ral development after graduation, as well as the influencing factors. The results show that the willingness of college students to " go to the coun-
tryside" is negative after graduation, and engaging in rural education and returning to their hometown to start a business is the mainstream will

" go to the countryside". The one-sidedness of the understanding of rural areas, less employment opportunities, low wa-

of college students to
ges, poor infrastructure conditions and the views of the older generation are the important reasons that hinder college students from " going to the

countryside" . The good environment in rural areas and the guidance of policies are the biggest promoting factors for " going to the countryside" .

The willingness of rural college students to '

willingness to '

' g0 to the countryside" is the most positive, and the graduate students’ willingness to

' g0 to the countryside" is significantly higher than that of urban college students. The freshman’s

" g0 to the countryside" is the most nega-

tive. The college students majoring in agriculture are most willing to support the development of rural areas, while the students of " medicine" ,

"literature" and "art" are most unwilling to "

people" has no impact on the willingness to '

' go to the countryside". Whether or not to participate in the

'go to the countryside" .

"volunteer activities for the country

Key words Rural revitalization, Willingness to " go to the countryside" , Questionnaire survey, Chi-square test

1 Introduction

The backwardness of rural areas is a major problem and challenge
encountered in the process of long-term economic development in
China, and the lack of talents is a main reason for the backward-
ness of rural areas. With the rapid process of urbanization in
China, a series of reasons, such as low rural income, few employ-
ment opportunities, and backward infrastructure, have led to a
large number of rural labor forces flowing to the city, which further
aggravates the degree of shortage of rural talents. With the imple-
mentation of the strategy of rural revitalization, today’s college
students’ views on rural grass-roots development are changing.
More and more people are willing to devote themselves to the con-
struction of the countryside, and this group is slowly beginning to
become an important driving force for the revitalization of the cou-
ntrysidem. However, due to the influence of old ideas, only a

few college students are willing to " go to the countryside" , and
the demand for talents in rural construction is still in short supply.

The revitalization of the countryside is inseparable from the
support and leadership of the " country gentleman" and " rural sa-
ges". Therefore, starting from the talent training in rural revital-
ization strategy, this paper studies the willingness of college

students to " go to the countryside" to contribute to rural develop-
ment after graduation. This paper also deeply explores the differ-

ences in the will of different groups of college students, and analy-
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zes the factors that promote and hinder the willingness of college

students to " go to the countryside". Finally, this paper puts for-
ward some suggestions for the relevant departments to introduce

talents to the countryside and promote rural development.

2 Basic situation of survey
2.1 Survey objectives Focusing on the talent training in rural
revitalization strategy, this paper investigates the willingness of

" go to the countryside" to contribute to rural

college students to
development after graduation. This paper also deeply explores the
differences in the willingness of different groups of college
students, and analyzes the factors that promote and hinder the
willingness of college students to " go to the countryside" . Finally,
this paper attempts to put forward relevant suggestions for the rele-
vant departments to introduce talents to the countryside and pro-
mote rural development.

2.2 Respondents
searched and added 50 QQ and WeChat groups of college students

Using the way of online questionnaire, we

via the Internet, taking the college students in the group as the re-
search object.

2.3 Design and recovery of questionnaires According to the
survey objectives, the questionnaire design is mainly divided into
four aspects. The first is the survey of basic information of the re-
spondents. We investigated the basic characteristics of the re-
spondents through the information of their registered permanent
residence, grade and major. The second is to investigate the de-
gree of college students’ attention to the issues of " agriculture, ru-

1

ral areas and farmers" , participation in " volunteer activities for
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the country people" and understanding of the country’s specific
talent training policy. The third is to analyze the factors that hin-

der and promote college students to '

'go to the countryside". The
fourth is the investigation of college students’ expectations and sug-
gestions for the future development trend of rural areas.
Electronic questionnaires were distributed to randomly select-
ed college students in QQ and WeChat groups. Four question-
naires were randomly selected from all the questionnaires collected
in each group, and a total of 200 questionnaires were collected /.
After preliminary screening, 188 valid questionnaires were ob-

tained (Table 1), with an effective rate of 94.0%.

Table 1 Distribution of basic characteristics of samples

Basic . Number of Proportion
characteristics Classification persons %
Registered perm- Urban 64 34.04
anent residence Rural 124 65.96
Grade Freshman 26 13.83
Sophomore 34 18.09
Junior 89 47.34
Senior 26 13.83
Graduated 13 6.91
Major Economics 50 26.60
Pedagogy 10 5.32
Literature 6 3.19
Science and engineering 59 31.38
Agriculture 11 5.85
Medicine 12 6.38
Arts 2 1.06
Others 38 20.21

3 Survey and analysis of the situation of ' going to
the countryside' for college students

3.1 The present situation of ''going to the countryside' for
college students

3.1.1 The degree of attention to " agriculture, rural areas and
farmers" and participation in " volunteer activities for the country
people". College students pay less attention to the problems of ag-
riculture, rural areas and farmers. Of the 188 valid questionnaires
collected, the groups who paid " special attention", "regular at-
tention" , "occasional attention" and " no attention" to " agricul-
ture, rural areas and farmers" , accounted for 14.89% , 11.17% ,
46.28% and 25.53% of the total number of valid respondents,
respectively. The groups paying " occasional attention" and " no
attention" are in the majority. They rarely participate in activities
to experience rural living conditions such as " volunteer activities
for the country people". In the survey of the participation in the
"volunteer activities for the country people" , the students who had
participated in the " volunteer activities for the country people" ac-
counted for only 31.91% , which was far lower than the proportion
(68.09% ) of students who had never participated in the activi-

[

ties. Thus it can be seen that the " volunteer activities for the
country people" are not widely accepted by college students.
3.1.2 Willingness to "go to the countryside". Using the Likert

scale, the willingness to " go to the countryside" is divided into

five levels, with "very willing" assigned a value of 5, "willing"
assigned a value of 4, "unclear" assigned a value of 3, "unwill-
ing" assigned a value of 2, and " very unwilling" assigned a value
of 1 ). The average value of willingness to return home is 2. 112,
which is lower than the median value of 3. The total sample mode

was 2, and the number of people who chose "unwilling" was the
largest, accounting for 40.06% of the total. 26.06% of the peo-

' "

ple were " unclear" , and 68. 09% were " very unwilling" and
"unwilling" , far higher than the proportion (5.85% ) of the peo-
ple who were "very willing" and "willing". Therefore, from the
point of view of the average level and the total sample, the willing-

[

ness of the surveyed college students to " go to the countryside"
tends to be negative.

3.1.3 The intention of "going to the countryside". Through the
previous investigation, it can be found that the willingness of col-

" g0 to the countryside" is generally low. In order

lege students to
to improve the effectiveness of the questionnaire results, the sur-
vey team designed question related to " job orientation" as hypo-
thetical question: " If you choose to stay in the countryside after
graduation, in what way will you develop?" The results show that
the education cause in rural areas is the most popular position for
the college students surveyed. About 51. 6% of the respondents
were willing to engage in rural education, followed by the willing-
ness to start a business in rural areas, accounting for 40.43% of
the respondents. It was then followed by the willingness to engage
in administrative undertakings and individual businesses, account-
ing for 38.51% and 10.16% , respectively.

The returning to their hometown for farming was the position
that college students of all majors want to avoid, which also shows
that the lack of agricultural production talents with advanced tech-
nology is one of the great challenges facing the countryside today
and even in the future'*’.

3.1.4 Understanding of the talent training mechanism for " going
to the countryside". In recent years, in order to implement the
strategy of rural revitalization and train rural construction talents,
the government has established a series of preferential policies and
systems, such as " college student village official" , " three sup-
ports and one assistance" , "rural practical talent training base" ,

" 51 Howev-

"free medical students" , and " free normal students
er, the results of this series of policies are not significant. Through
enquiries on the relevant information, we have listed the five most
common national policies and systems, as well as "other" options,
a total of six items. The degree of understanding of respondents is
judged by the number of items selected. The results showed that
the number of respondents selecting all the 6 items was the least,
accounting for only 3. 15% of all the respondents. And the propor-
tion of respondents selecting 5 items, 4 items and 3 items was
10.36% , 20. 54% and 25. 62% , respectively. The number of
people who chose only two items was the largest, reaching
30.06% of all respondents. The number of people who chose one
item accounted for 10.27% . On average, each person understood
3.001 1 items, which was lower than the middle level of 3.5. This
shows that although under the national publicity of the rural talent
training system, college students’ understanding of the policy of
" going to the countryside" is still insufficient, and the government
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has problems in the publicity of the training mechanism of rural
revitalization.
3.2 Analysis of the factors influencing ' going to the coun-

tryside' among college students The biggest obstacle for col-

" go to the countryside" after graduation is the

lege students to
problem of employment. The number of people who thought that
"there are fewer employment opportunities in rural areas" was the
largest, accounting for 77. 15% , and the number of people who
thought that " income is low in rural areas" accounted for
74.28% . Secondly, the number of people who thought that the
obstacle was opposition from parents, accounting for about
69.43% . Finally, the people thought that the major problem was
"inconvenient transportation" , "no promising future in rural are-
as", "few entertainment facilities" , or " difficulty in finding lov-
er" , accounting for 52.15% , 48.17% , 31.25% and 28.16% of
the respondents, respectively. The results of the survey of promo-
ting factors show that the most attractive factor for college students
to " go to the countryside" after graduation is the good environment
and policy guidance in rural areas, involving 47. 78% of all re-
spondents. The second reason is that parents live in rural areas

and they want to " go to the countryside", involving about

45.21% , and 35.64% of the respondents may " go to the country-

side" because of their personal planning management.

4 A comparative study on the willingness of different
groups of college students to ''go to the countryside'

In order to analyze the differences in willingness of different groups

"

of college students to " go to the countryside" more plainly and

clearly, this paper regards " very willing" and "willing" as having

a positive attitude towards " going to the countryside". College

students who are "very unwilling" and " unwilling" are regarded

"

as having a negative attitude towards " going to the countryside".

Chi-square test and statistical analysis methods are used to verify

the correlation between the willingness to " go to the countryside"

and the characteristics of different groups, as well as the differ-

ences in willingness to " go to the countryside" between different
college students.

4.1 Chi-square test

4.1.1

According to the statistical results of the questionnaire, we can get

Analysis of registered permanent residence differences.

the contingency table of the willingness of college students with

different registered permanent residence to " go to the country-
side". According to Table 1, the degree of freedom is 2, the sig-
nificance level a =0. 1 is selected, and the chi-square critical val-
ue is calculated to be 4.605 2. Table 2 shows the observed value
of willingness, and the expected values are obtained according to
the maximum likelihood estimation (Table 3).

The formula of chi-square value is as follows:

< (A-E)?
X_z E

where A is the observed value and E is the expected value.
The chi-square value is calculated to be 4. 727 5, which is
greater than the chi-square critical value of 4. 605 2. Therefore,

there is a certain correlation between college students’ willingness

to " go to the countryside" and registered permanent residence,
that is, there are differences between college students with urban
registered residence and those with rural registered residence. And
from the survey results, rural college students are more positive to
"go to the countryside".

Table 2 The observed value of willingness of college students with dif-

ferent registered permanent residence to ' go to the country-

side"
Registered . P()?itive Negative Unclear Total
permanent residence attitude attitude
Rural 10 79 35 124
Urban 1 49 14 64
Total 11 128 49 188

Table 3 The expected value of willingness of college students with dif-
ferent registered permanent residence to " go to the country-

side"
Registered ‘ Po#ilive Negalive Unclear Total
permanent residence attitude attitude
Rural 7.2553 84.425 5 32.3192 124
Urban 3.744 7 43.574 4 16.680 9 64
Total 11 128 49 188

"volunteer ac-

4.1.2 Analysis on the difference of participation in
tivities for the country people". Table 4 is contingency table of the
differences in the willingness of college students to " go to the coun-
tryside". Chi-square test is used to verify the difference of willing-
ness to " go to the countryside" between the college students who
participated in the "volunteer activities for the country people" and
the college students who did not participate in the "volunteer activi-
ties for the country people". The chi-square critical value is 4. 605 2
and the chi-square value is 2. 754 1, which is less than 4. 605 2.

Therefore, whether or not to participate in the "volunteer activities

for the country people" has no impact on the willingness of college

students to '

"go to the countryside". To a certain extent, this also
shows that the influence effect of " volunteer activities for the coun-
try people" is low under the current situation, and it has not

changed the view of college students to the countryside in essence.

'

Table 4 The difference of participation in ' volunteer activities for the
country people' and differences in the willingness of college

students to ''go to the countryside"

Participated in the " vol- . .

. Positive Negative
unteer activities for the . i Unclear Total

attitude attitude

country people" ?
Yes 6 39 15 60
No 5 89 34 128
Total 11 128 49 188

4.2 Statistical analysis and test
grade difference and major difference, there is the frequency of

In the contingency table of

less than 1, so the condition of chi-square test is not satisfied.
Therefore, the willingness to " go to the countryside" among col-
lege students of different grades and different majors is statistically
analyzed to verify the difference of " going to the countryside" .
Fig. 1 shows that the number of freshmen who have a positive
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" going to the countryside" after graduation ac-

attitude towards
counts for the largest proportion, at about 15.38% . From sopho-
more year, with the increase of grade, the proportion of college
students who have a positive attitude towards " going to the coun-
tryside" is gradually declining. This shows that the life and expe-
rience of the university will reduce the willingness to " go to the
countryside" to a certain extent. There has been a new increase in
the proportion of seniors who hold a positive attitude because of the
competition for work or the study pressure. From the survey results
of graduated college students, we can see that the proportion of
people who have a positive attitude towards " going to the country-
side" is almost 0. According to our in-depth online interviews, it
is found that this is caused by " poor conditions of rural facilities"

and " parental opposition".

120.00

M Positive attitude MWNegative attitude Unclear

100. 00

80.00

60.00
40.00
20.00
0 1 1 1 1

Graduated

Differences in willingness of college students of different

Attitude Il %

Freshman Sophomore  Junior Senior
Fig. 1

grades to ''go to the countryside'

Fig. 2 shows that college students majoring in agriculture are
most willing to support the development of rural areas, and the num-
ber of people with a positive attitude accounts for 36.36% of the
number of "agriculture" majors surveyed, followed by " pedagogy" ,
" economics" and " science and engineering" majors, and the
students with positive attitudes account for 10% , 8% and 3.39% ,
respectively. The students of " medicine", " literature" and " art
" have the most negative attitude towards " going to the country-

side". This result corresponds to the existing vacancies in rural

areas.
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Fig.2 Differences in willingness of college students of different ma-
jors to '""go to the countryside"

5 Conclusions and recommendations

Based on the above analysis, we can draw the following conclu-
sions; (i) Nowadays, college students pay little attention to the
problems of agriculture, rural areas and farmers, and rarely par-
ticipate in " volunteer activities for the country people" to experi-
ence the living conditions in the countryside, and the willingness

to " go to the countryside" after graduation is more negative. En-

gaging in rural education and returning to their hometown to start a

business is the mainstream will of college students to " go to the
countryside". (ii) The publicity and popularization of policies re-
lated to talent training for rural revitalization are weak, and col-
lege students do not have enough understanding of them. (iii)
The one-sidedness of the understanding of rural areas, few em-
ployment opportunities, low wages, poor infrastructure conditions
and the views of the older generation are the important reasons that
hinder college students from " going to the countryside". The good
environment in rural areas and the guidance of policies are the big-
gest promoting factors for " going to the countryside". As far as the
difference of registered permanent residence is concerned, the

1

willingness of rural college students to " go to the countryside" is

significantly higher than that of urban college students. As far as
the grade difference is concerned, the freshman’s willingness to "
go to the countryside" after graduation is the most positive, while
the willingness of college students who have graduated to " go to
the countryside" is the most negative. For the college students of
different majors, the students majoring in agriculture are most
willing to support the development of rural areas, and the students
of " medicine" , " literature" and " art" have the most negative
willingness to " go to the countryside". Whether or not to partici-
pate in the " volunteer activities for the country people" has no im-

1

pact on the willingness to " go to the countryside".

Therefore, the government should strengthen the publicity of
issues concerning " agriculture, rural areas and farmers", make
more college students understand " agriculture, rural areas and
farmers" , go into rural areas and experience rural life, devote
themselves to solving the problems of " agriculture, rural areas and
farmers" and support the revitalization of rural areas. At the same
time, the government should improve the construction of rural in-
frastructure, improve rural living standards, improve the external
attractiveness of rural areas, and consider the actual needs of rural
development to formulate personalized training programs to train
advanced technical personnel. Nowadays, college students should
also change their ideas and contribute their part to the revitaliza-

tion of the countryside.
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5 Conclusions

In case of the uncertainty of price, we established a multiple equi-
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merical simulation to analyze the effects of agricultural insurance
on poverty alleviation under the catastrophe risk. we reached fol-
lowing conclusions. (i) Without agricultural insurance, individu-
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nitely fall into the poverty trap, and the probability of poverty is
1. The poverty probability of individuals above the threshold is
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above groups. (iv) For individuals in deep poverty, the poverty al-
leviation effect is limited by using agricultural insurance alone, and
it is necessary to assist them in combination with other ways.
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