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Reviews in Brief

Land Holding Structure: A Problem in Peasant Agriculture in Assain, M.M. Das, Konark
Publishers Pvt. Ltd., Delhi, 1995. Pp. x + 119. Rs.250.00.

The book embodies the findings of a research study undertaken by the author on land
holding structure in Assam, sponsored and financed by the Indian Council of Social Science
Research, New Delhi. The results of the study are based on a sample of 658 cultivating
households selected from 39 villages from all over the state pertaining to the period 1987-90.
The main objectives of the study were to analyse the changing pattern of land holding
structure in the state and the factors underlying it, and how the prevailing land holding
structure has posed a serious problem in peasant agriculture, and to study the impact of land
holding structure in the state on agricultural land use and economy. Following a two-stage
methodology the study has sought to test eight hypotheses. At the first stage district level
data obtained from secondary sources at two points of time, 1970-71 and 1980-81 are
examined and in the second stage, field data generated from intensive survey of the repre-
sentative villages are analysed. The selected villages represented three distinct peasant
communities, viz., indigenous tribals, indigenous non-tribals and immigrants. The land
holding structure in Assam formed a pyramidal structure based on unequal distribution of
holdings. About 57 per cent of all operational holdings accounting for less than one-fifth
of the total area were below one hectare while only 0.40 per cent of the operational holdings
accounting for 10 per cent of the total area were above 10 hectares. .
'The major findings of the study are that land holding structure in the state has been

changing under the impact of the laws of inheritance, land reform measures, intensive
agricultural programmes and introduction of new technology, rising prices of agricultural
products, increase of infrastructural facilities and large scale peasant immigration to the
state. The pauperisation of the small peasantry has been aggravated by the gradual transfer
of land from them to the newly emerging affluent peasants. The distress selling of lands by
the small peasants was due to non-viability of small size of holdings and fragmentation of
plots. The spread of general education has a great impact upon land alienation of the peasant
families, particularly in the case of indigenous non-tribal peasant families. The gradual
transfer of land from the small and marginal peasants to the non-cultivating landowners has
aggravated the problems of rural unemployment, under-employment, indebtedness and
general poverty, leading to social and communal tension in the rural areas. The concentration
of land holdings among a minority of rich peasantry has posed a great obstacle to the
development of agriculture in the state.

The State of Food and Agriculture 1997, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, FAO Agriculture Series No. 30, Rome, 1997. Pp. xx+285.

The volume reviews the food and agricultural situation in 1996 in the world as a whole
and at regional levels and have focused on the various concrete initiatives that have recently
been taken or strengthened to address the various dimensions of food security, including
through formulating and co-ordinating the implementation of integrated food security
programmes. Part I of the "World Review" has outlined some of the main features of The
Sixth World Food Survey published by FAO on the recent developments in world food
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security. It then reviews the current food and agricultural situation, food shortages, cereal
stocks and supply, external assistance and food aid, trends in international prices of agri-
cultural commodities, trends in production and trade in the fisheries and forest products and
analyses the overall economic environment and its implications on agriculture both in the
developed and developing countries. Part I also includes discussion of three selected issues,
viz., forests in a global context, the role of women in agricultural development and raising
women's productivity in agriculture, and global climate change abatement policies and their
implications for developing countries.

The regional review covered under Part II examines the general economic performance,
the agricultural performances and policy developments in the developing country and
developed country regions. It focuses more specifically on the experiences of selected
countries: Mozambique and Angola in Africa; Bangladesh in Asia and the Pacific; Peru in
Latin America and the Caribbean and Egypt in Near East and North Africa. It also contains
an overview of developments in the reforming countries of Central and Eastern Europe,
together with an in-depth discussion of the status of agricultural reforms in the Russian
Federation.

In Part III a special chapter is devoted to "The Agroprocessing Industry and Economic
Development" which focuses on the symbiotic links of agroprocessing industry with eco-
nomic and agricultural and rural development. It explores the rapidly changing conditions
for agroprocessing development in the face of factors such as liberalising world markets,
technological innovation, changing patterns of consumption and the increasing importance
of international capital activities in agro-industry and draws out policy implications that
might optimise agro-industry' s contribution to sustainable economic and agricultural
development.

World agricultural production recorded a growth rate of 2.6 per cent in 1996, a 0.2 per
cent •increase over the rate of 2.4 per cent recorded in 1995. In the developed countries,
crop and livestock production recorded an increase of 2.4 per cent in 1996 against the 1.9
per cent decline in the previous year. Growth in developing countries significantly slowed
down to 2.9 per cent from the trend level of the nineties.

Among the developing country regions, one of the most encouraging features in 1996
was the positive performance in sub-Saharan Africa, where total crop and livestock pro-
duction is estimated to have increased by 4.2 per cent in 1996 as against 3 per cent and 2.3 1
per cent in 1995 and 1994 respectively. Despite these developments nearly 29 countries
worldwide were facing acute food shortages requiring exceptional and/or emergency food
assistance during mid-1997 with more than half of these countries in Africa. The study

suggests that, economic recovery in many developing countries crucially depends on the
success in curbing inflation, liberalising their economies and opening to international trade.
Besides, these economies could also benefit from the expected continued economic
expansion accompanied by moderate inflation in industrial countries, significantly lower

real interest rates than during the 1980s, continued trade liberalisation and a strong increase

in private capital flows.
The special chapter on "Agro-Processing Industry" examines the developmental role of

the agroprocessing industry, the changes in conditions for agro-industrial development

worldwide and the implications of such changes for developing countries. Although it

covers all the areas of agro-industry, it attaches more importance to the particularly important
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group of food, beverage and tobacco, as it constitutes the most important component of
agro-industrial activities in both developed and developing countries and also accounts for
a sizeable share of their overall economic output. It also provides an analytical account of
the FAO/WHO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations/World Health
Organisation) guidelines for developing food control systems and the food standards and
regulations laid down by the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC). It is suggested that
these set of guidelines and standards should serve as a benchmark for national governments
in the regulation of their food industry and for promoting food safety in international trade.

Econometric Modelling of the Indian Silk Industry, Gopal Naik, Santosh Kumar Singh and
Nalini Govind, Oxford & IBH Publishing Co. Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 1996. Pp. 116. Rs.
225.00.

The monograph under review is an attempt to comprehend and quantify the relationships
between important variables of the different sub-sectors of the Indian silk industry and
develop an econometric simulation model for long-term forecasting and policy simulations.
It also provides some insights into the impact of changes in export/import sector on the silk
industry. While formulating the model, the study has considered the five major sub-sectors
of the silk industry: mulberry cultivation, silkworm egg production, silkworm rearing,
reeling and weaving. Among the four commercial varieties of silk produced in India, viz.,
mulberry, tasar, en i and muga, the study considers only mulberry silk for the purpose' of
modelling.

The final model used in the study consisted of 11 equations representing the cocoon,
raw silk and silk fabric sub-sectors. The model is estimated by the three-stage least squares
technique, using annual data for the period 1972-73 to 1991-92 obtained from the Central
Silk Board and other published sources. The study reveals that the growth rates of production
in the silk industry will slow down in future. It is estimated that the cocoon and raw silk
production in the decade ending 2001 will grow at an average growth rate of 4 and 5 per
cent per annum respectively, which is much lower than the growth rate of 15 per cent reported
in the previous decade. The acreage under mulberry and incomes of the consumer's are the
major variables affecting the silk industry. Therefore, the study indicates the urgent need
to make intensive efforts to increase the production of silk and to improve cocoon pro-
ductivity in the mulberry growing areas in order to sustain or improve the growth of silk
industry. Policy simulations are undertaken for the period 1991-92 to 2000-01 to assess the
impact of changes in the import price of raw silk, export price of fabric and regulation of
the quantities of imports of raw silk by comparing the simulated values of the endogenous
variables with the base run forecasts. It is reported that an increase in import price of raw
silk will result in the reduction of raw silk import and increase in the domestic raw silk price
and production over the base level in the initial year. In the longer run, it will increase
cocoon production and raw silk production. A restriction on raw silk import would result
in the decline in the supply of fabrics and a progressive increase in the prices of domestic
raw silk and silk fabrics and an increase in the export price of silk fabrics will lead to a
decline in the export demand for fabrics and import of raw silk. These simulations reveal
that the impact of the changes in the import-export sub-sector do not seem to be very high
on the silk industry except for price variables.
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Feeding and Greening the World: The Role of International Agricultural Research, Derek
E. Tribe, CAB International in association with the Crawford Fund for International
Agricultural Research, Wallingford, Oxon, U.K., 1994. Pp. xiii+274. £16.95.

In the context of over-population, global poverty, widespread hunger and degradation
of the environment leading to the collapse of human civilisation, the book considers the
challenges facing mankind in the resolution of these problems. It is based on an exhaustive
enquiry and draws extensively on secondary sources of information from all parts of the
world. A major part of the book is devoted to buttress the evidence "that the most powerful
combination of knowledge, tools and resources that the world has ever known .is in fact
capable of developing improved systems in all eco-regions of the world, which will both
produce enough food to satisfy the living, and husband natural resources for the benefit of
future generation". It further provides a well articulated discussion of the actions that need
to be taken in order to achieve this end. The chapters in the book provide a clear focus on
the global population, poverty, food supplies and environment.

The review of the increasing damage to the life support systems highlights the fact that
limitations to knowledge virtually in every case - soils, water, climate, fisheries, genetic
resources, biodiversity and forests - have made it difficult to reverse the present trends in
degradation. Learning from history, it is pointed out that "agricultural production in the
developing world should not proceed along the same 'specialized and mechanized' lines
that have characterised developments in the industrialized world during the last 50 years".
The essential aims of farming in future must be to increase productivity, while minimising
the use of scarce resources, maximising the use of plentiful resources, and avoiding the
degradation or destructure of the natural environment. The way forward is through improved
productivity in agriculture which stimulate broad-based economic growth, reduce poverty,
lessen pressure on natural resources and slow population growth. New agricultural tech-
nologies are the major forces driving improved productivity. These technological solutions
have to come from agricultural research, literally humankinds lifeline to the future. The
book provides examples of the progress being made by the global network of agricultural
research focusing on genetic selection and breeding of plants and animals, development of
farming environments in order to improve sustainable health and productivity of crops„
livestock, forests and fisheries, and combination Of improved germplasm and production
technologies into new management systems to achieve the essential aims of improved yields,
greater employment, higher incomes, and environmental protection. The book draws
attention to the decline in funding for international agricultural research and makes a plea
for giving greater priority to agricultural research.

Agricultural Labour in India, S.N. Tripathy and K.C. Pradhan, Discovery Publishing House,
New Delhi, 1996. Pp. ix+117. Rs. 175.00.

The book deals with the history, problems and economic conditions of agricultural
labourers with special reference to Orissa. It explores the genesis of agricultural labourers
in the state by analysing the historical factors which have contributed to the growth of
landlessness and pauperisation of the agricultural labourers in the early 20th century.
Another chapter in the book reviews the literature on agricultural labour in different states'
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of India with reference to employment and unemployment of rural labour, socio-economic
conditions of women agricultural labourers, wage payment, consumption pattern and assets
of agricultural labourers, etc. The socio-economic conditions of agricultural labourers are
examined with the help of a field survey covering a sample of 360 agricultural labourers
selected from 12 villages, four each from the three backward tribal districts of Koraput.
Phulbani and Kalahandi which were purposively selected. The reference year of the data
was 1992-93. The book also includes a chapter on agricultural finance in India and another
chapter on evaluation of government policies and enactments to safeguard the interests of
agricultural labourers in Orissa. The findings of the study reveal that most of the agricultural
labourers are from the tribal segment and Weaker section of the community and belong to
the category of landless or marginal farmers. They are unorganised, scattered and illiterate.
The field study has revealed that a landless agricultural labourer was employed for about
176 days in a year. The prevailing wages were lower than the minimum wages fixed by the
government. The actual wages paid to the agricultural labour lagged behind the real wages
till 1988, which were not sufficient to meet their basic needs. Land alienation, indebtedness,
and exploitation of the agricultural labourers by the traders and Mahajans, lack of irrigation,
apathy of the government, frequent occurrence of droughts and floods are highlighted as
some of the factors responsible for the backwardness of the tribal agricultural labour
community in Orissa, The book suffers from a few shortcomings. The organisation of
chapter scheme of the book leaves much to be desired. The title of the book is Misleading.
The study is mainly concerned with agricultural labour in Orissa.
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