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Introduction to the volume
This volume of the Rural Areas and Development Series, published by Europe-
an Rural Development Network (ERDN), comprises the papers presented at the 
fifteenth ERDN conference held in Eisenstadt, Austria, on 3-4 October 2017. 
The conference was organised by the Institute of Agricultural Economics (AWI) 
in Vienna and was attended by around 50 researchers, practitioners and policy 
makers from Austria, the Czech Republic, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Ukraine. The papers 
explore several aspects of the topic Innovation and Cooperation in rural areas 
with the focus on social innovations, smart and sustainable approaches. 

Efforts in previous Common Agricultural Policy periods have enabled agricu-
ltural development, but also promoted integration of other sectors of the rural 
economy and emphasised social and environmental concerns in rural deve-
lopment programmes. In the current period of the rural development policy 
one of the six EU priorities is dedicated to fostering knowledge transfer and 
innovation in a very broad sense.

Innovation does not only refer to technology, products or processes, but like-
wise to social, organisational and governance aspects, including any forms of 
horizontal and vertical cooperation and communication. This approach shall 
contribute to improving regional competitiveness in an increasingly challen-
ging economic environment, while securing the sustainable use of resources, 
provision of eco-system services, food security, social and human capital. In-
novation could arise from regional strengths and regional identities and should 
enable broad participation in the innovation process.

Papers of this volume comprise the manifold rural development aspects ran-
ging from rather conventional analyses of competitiveness of agriculture and 
farm revenues among various topics of Rural Development Programmes up 
to social agriculture, social innovations and specific new types of cooperation.

ERDN has now been established for over 16 years and represents a ‘critical 
mass’ of high-quality research expertise covering a broad range of disciplines 
including (but not only) agricultural production and competitiveness, environ-
mental resource management, agri-food supply chain management, markets and 
marketing, international trade, econometrics, rural economic geography, rural 
economy and sociology. The Network is uniquely placed to influence the various 
policy agendas to ensure that the needs of farming, the agri-food supply chain, 
rural areas and researchers in the regions are fully recognised. The annual ERDN 
conference is an opportunity for researchers in the region to ‘showcase’ their 
competences, not least to researchers in other parts of the EU and elsewhere, so 
that the region becomes fully integrated into the European Research Area.
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