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"INTRODU'CTION B l gttt Esonrics Lirary

' The rev1ew of U S tra1n1ng in- the f1e1d of the economlcs of agrl- 5
"‘culture of the lower 1ncome countrles (LIC), sponsored by the Amerlcan B
Agrlcultural Econom1cs Assoc1at10n th1s past year has had several con— |
sequences 1/ It has developed a greater ‘awareness and sen51t1v1ty to |
the obJectlves of tra1n1ng [6] and to the comparatlve advantages of the i: ’
Varled 1nst1tut10ns engaged in thlS work [3] "In addltlon, papers :': o
prepared by part1c1pants in sem1nars held as part of the rev1ew, asd'f
well as the sem1nar d1scu551ons 1dent1f1ed 51gn1f1cant ways 1n.wh1chi :
N the tra1n1ng can be enhanced In turn, the purpose of thlS paper is
| to 1dent1fy maJor recommendat1ons that can. be embraced and supportedf g
by a substantlal maJorlty of the membershlp of thlS Assoc1at10n 2/

| In cons1der1ng the worthlness of the approach and the cred1b111ty
. of the recommendat1ons, 1t 1s nnportant to recogn1ze that work of f _ :
members over many years has 1nvolved w1despread contacts and conversat1ons
tw1th rnd1v1duals from the LIC and with personnel of 1nternat10na1 a551s-'

tance agencres who have been 1nvolved in 51m1lar work The products of th1s
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- review, including the‘papérs'ét this”meéting,ftherefore;fdepﬁnd sig-

nifi¢cantly on experiences, suggestions, and innovations of members who.

~ have been involved in this work_for»many Years,andiwho have had a wide:

range of contacts with citizéns of foreign countries.é/
RECOMMENDATIONS OF SEMINAR PARTICIPANTS
The feviéwiseminars identified "AnticipatedﬁCharactefiétics 6f 7
1985 Programs for Internationai Training" énd;"wayszand Techniques to¢:
Improvéﬁlnternétional Training." Thése'concepts were edited’andvcircu—
lated to thé‘46:pafti¢ipants‘of the seminars. The participants were
asked'fo'indicate their judgment as té— (1) the "likelihood" of the
characterlstlcs occurrlng and (2) "pr10r1t1es" of the ways and technlques ;M
~ to improve 1nternat10nal training. The tabulatlon of the responses re-
ceived is ‘shown in Tables 1 and 2. g' B
These reSpongeé.sﬁggeSt that: | o
’ Funds for related training will decrease
’ The mix of LIC students in U’S universities will Shlft w1th
" an increase in Ph.D candidates and a dec1ease of’M S can-
dldates , _ o
* The number of U.S. institutions_offering Ph;D‘wptk’er LIC
~ students will not decrease | . |
* The need for agriculturai economics training of subpféfessiohais_’
v éﬁd‘nbnfprma1ltrainihg will éXpandi" u |
. There_will be greater commnication among professionals of LIC

and the developed countries



| The expectatlon of decreased fundlng is 1ncon51stent w1th the.
- ant1c1pated 1ncreased 1nvolvement of U.s. 1nst1tut10ns and relatlonshlps’t
f among profe551onals of the LIC‘s and the developed countrles ThlS
”apparent contradlctlon may be due to the manner in- wh1ch the questlonsf~‘
'ﬁ.were posed On the other hand 1t may be based largely on lack of
"concern about the "expected decreases" 1n funds and optnnlsm about how‘jf"\'
f-the suggested "ways and technlques to 1mprove 1nternat10na1 tra1n1ng" |
1w111 1n fact, g1ve rlse to 1ncreased fundlngverarger-amounts Qf,‘sy
.flex1b1e fundlng was 1mp11c1t in many of the suggestlons R

The follow1ng ways and technlques for nmprOV1ng 1nternat10na1

4/

- Jtralnlng were glven the hlghest prlorlty ranklngs by those respondlng'—n v;u;,.

More 11nkages of LIC graduate students to home country o
» durlng graduate tra1n1ng - 'f e : u i .d
Followeup w1th former LIC graduate students after they :
1; return to the1r home | B A
Small grants program

Profe551ona1 d1alogue of U S and LIC profes51onals through :

'1; workshops and post doctoral opportunltles fbr LIC graduates“ o

| in. developed countrles U |

_ But »the reallzatlon of these suggestlons w111 requlre add1t10na1 h
.and more flex1b1e fundlng for part1c1pat10n by U S and LIC colleagues |
Thus the expectatlon of decreased fundlng 1s not only 1ncon51stent w1th Q
other developments expected by 1985 but also 1ncon51stent w1th the sug-‘-“

'7gest10ns glven hlghest prlorlty by the respondents.
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* ‘MAJOR' RECOMEN

‘;we make the follow1ng major recommendat1ons

Broaden the dec1s1onmak1ng for- tralnlng programs f1nanc~@flzg'l
e 1nternat1onal agenc1es | | ’
e Increase the" funds for 1nternat10nal agr1cu1tura1 research and?f?’
educatlon by a quantum amount. | | ' | B
Foster reg1ona1 organlzatlons tor stlmulate and fac111tate prow%
fe551onal growth and development of agrlcultural econom1sts
“in selected reg1ons of the LIC. :

Develop flex1b111ty in U S tralnlng 1nst1tutlons

KING

© BROADEN THE DECTSTOWMA o
The reallzatlon of home country theses, post graduate follow -up;,
;_subprofess1ona1 and nenfbrmal training; .- and profess1ona1 dlalog one_t._:v"V
- wide= scale requires a great many dec151ons. Many of the: needed dec1s1ons

are personal to the partlcular people 1nvoIved and:- their*respect1ve 1nst1-"

tutlons and capab111t1es and’ often cannot be: ant1c1pated§ In?mangvcases@»tr'

they 1nvolVe only small amounts of meney.. Yet, they can be cruc1a1 to.
- the tralnlng of the people part1c1pat1ng A.d1v1s1on,of 1abor betweenr S

:agenc1es and the tra1n1ng 1nst1tut10ns needs to strxke a

e'than 1s the case today More of the dec151ons now madey~
»,g agenc1e5'should be re11nqu1shed 1n favor of the o

tralnlng inst1tut10ns. o ,f.t: S _ ‘ ’1 o | R



. . 5'
~ Unfortunately, the fUnding“proceduresvand fund limitations for

participation in internatioﬁal training and research have led to highly
centrali;ed détision-making‘about activities such as theses research in
homeléountry and follow-up with graduates after their return home. Con-
tributing%factqrs have been Congressional attitudes, limited availabili-
ties of managemept’time in funding agencies, and dispersion_of responsi-
biiities_among field missions;‘regional offices and central functional
~offices. | . |

Responsibjlities and authority given to universities‘énd other:
agencies to make décisions on such things as tfavel for fesearch.super—.
vision,‘followhup;witﬁ former students, and follow-up of previous research
activiﬁies are_gxtremeiy limited. Similar rigidities relaté.tO'decisions A
vabout_ﬁhevtime required by students to attainllevelsvof competencé.

Some indication of the magnitude of the problem are implicit to the
numbérs developed by Stevenson and Sperling. Almost 30 percent of the
,students,entgring.graduate degfee'programs in the '‘economics of agriculture"
in the 1969-1973 period were from the LIC. Almost one-fourth of these
were sponsoréd,by AID. And, one-sixth werebsponSored by foundations and
nonprofit-agencies'[ll], Sperling's data shows that over 50 academic
institutions and an equal number of nonacademic institutions have been
involved in the training of AID participants in agficultural economics [10].

‘Th;ee steps4might be taken in an effort t§ bring about decentralization:
* AID, Foundationé, USDA, and the universities exémine the balance
Vof decisionmaking responsibilities with a view toward shifting
more decisions to those institutions doing the training.
- Initiate a small graﬁts program. | ‘
. Devélpp a program Qf automatic allocation of money to universities

for research and education related to tropical agriculture.



D1scuss1ons 1n the sem1nars repeatedly 1dent1f1ed 1nstances where

a few hundred dollars wpuld make the already approved expend1tures for

'tra1n1ng and techn1ca1 a551stance more productlve Problems of;

'i dlfflcult to g1ve rlse to an expected low probablllty of success and5

turn, reluctance to 1n1t1ate ‘the process we are conv1nced of thejmer1ts h-

| tof these k1nd of expendltures, but do-not ‘think they can be handled

reffectrvely 1n the present centralized. dec1s1onmak1ng systems._fi*“ﬂ*ff'
G1ven the overwhelm1ng role of AID 1n the tra1n1ng process,‘we

propose that AID flnance a supplementary small grants program in agr1-~A

r'cultural economlcs along the fOIIOW1ng 11nes ' | p:‘f'“ |

| ' Extend a block grant to: the Soc1a1 Sc1ence Research Counc11

Spec1fy general pollcy for use of funds Poss1b111t1es are

Mon1es would be used to support act1v1t1es supplementarpupf

”‘;<tto regular tra1n1ng of people from LIC LIC student
V_f;fgraduate work in- agr1cu1tura1 econom1cs - at U. S -
;ﬂ:tunxvers1t1es and follow-up work after return of LIC
‘v‘fﬁgzistudents tofthelrrhome:country would;be;lnvolved,,_ .
;;Eljdrantsfwouid beIQHiteflimitedlin:sizejandidurationrdl_;";m'
-2 Allocation of grants’WOuld take'into accountvother.assis;,;f
',‘ tance avallable, f1nanc1a1 need contr1but1on to home ff
o country, etc | N | LA o -
- ,Funds could cover travel and per d1em of Amerlcans, so‘
' long as the act1v1t1es contrlbuted substantlally to yr

" the tralnlng of people from the LIC. '7"
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An AID precedent for th1s type of approach was the AID f1nanc1ngl
:of the Research and Tra1n1ng Network carrled out by the Agr1cu1tura1 L
Development Counc1l (ADC) ADC offlcers in comb1nat1on w1th leaders_
| of sem1nars carrled out under the program, make the many decisions E
- 'requ1red for the effect1ve conduct of the program
| Also, U S agr1cu1tural educat1on and research has had a s1gn1f-
1cant d1mens1on of decentrallzed dec151onmak1ng A prominent feature
of thls decentrallzatlon has been the automatic allocat1on of federal
monies to the U.S. universities. |
The automat1c allocatlon of sOme'monies‘and:the associatedibalanCe
of dec151onmak1ng reflect the 1nab111ty of central agenc1es to make
'the number of dec151ons necessary to carry out effect1ve1y research and :
educat1on programs de51gned to service the ‘diverse 1nterests of U.S. agri-
culture u It also reflects the power of U S agrlcultural 1nterests to
~assure a dlspers1on of dec151onmak1ng [12] Some, 11ke nghtower,
argue that the funds are used for the wrong act1V1t1es [5] But adJust-"‘
' ments may not be any qu1cker under a h1gh1y central1zed dec1s1onmak1ng o
‘approach Nor 15 1t clear that they would be any more respons1ve to the
social needs related to the changes in rural Amerlca -
INCREASE THE FUNDS FOR INTERNATIONAL
AGRICULTURE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
 Excellence in U.S. training in the economics of agriculture of
theblow-income countries,neCeSSitates’involvement’in related re-
‘search b; those doing'the training. But, opportunities forvthis type
of research have'decreased'and under. present prqgrams'are5expected,to. -

diminish even further. Thus, in terms of objectives of U.S. training,

I
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we'see'a.need.forvexpanded researeh opportunities andrstrougerfprofesa
sioﬁal 1inkages amoné the SOCial'SCience'reSearch centerSfihathe?EIC‘énda
those 1n the Unlted States. But a substant1a1 expan51on in economlc-v

related research is not 11ke1y unless 1t is a part of an- overall expan51on

of research. Thus we propose a sharply expanded support of 1nternat1ona1y
research and education.®/ ’ .
There are, of‘course, other reasons why internationai,agricultural
reseérch‘should Be-expanded. Evenson documents. the small expenditures;v'
for agritultural research in.the LIC in comp&rison'to.that;expanded in
- the deVeIOped countries [2]. Increa51ng LIC demands: for food and
flber assoc1ated w1th 1ncrea51ng populatlons and 1ncrea51ng 1ncomes,
1ow crop and livestock y1e1ds and in some countriesalnhltatlons on
expandlng agrlcultural land are among the other reasons. Technlcal
a551stance, tralnlng, and research programs sponsored by various 1nter-
'natlonal agenc1es focus on these problems But, in relation to the |
challenges, their resources are small. .
- Aside from the genuinelimportance of these interests of theliouer
~income countries, the United States has other needs which could be met
at least*partially’through.a U.S. program of expanded research~and‘edu-'
cation focused on tropicai'and subtropical agriculture, Thereﬂis e'
needﬁfor an expanded international oimension in UrS‘_university training'
- of U.S. studentsoand an‘eipanded need for internatiohal dimensions of
agricultural research carried out by U.S.vscientists;v

1

Several developments support this:
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v’ The 1ncrea51ng 1nterdependence of U S soc1ety w1th world
| developments w1th 1mp11cat1ons for the type of un1vers1ty.
tra1n1ng "needed" by U S.Vstudents [13]
ih{‘The effects and potent1ally stronger effects the LIC w111 jff.}
v” have on the United States | v . R
Lﬁinghe close lnterfac1ng of U S markets for agrlcultural goods?"
d to 1nternat10nal markets o
.UiiThe acceleratlng 1mprovements-1n commun1cat10ns and transpor- :
*_ tatlon leadxng to closer contacts by Amer1cans w1th people |
:f of other countrles ‘ | o . |
%_Increased 1nvestments by 1nternat10na1 centers and natlonal
yij:f:governments 1n trop1ca1 agrlcultural research g1V1ng r1se to ';
: hgrmportant research f1nd1ngs 1mportant to u.sS. technolog1es : v.
| ”and soc1a1 problems | ; V N o
o Agaln, we argue for a decentrallzed dec1s1onmak1ng approach and
suggest a federal program of automat1c allocation of money by the federal
, government to un1vers1t1es and colleges for research and educatlon of |
students and the publlc on LIC agr1culture.6/ R
The dlstrlbutlon of funds mlght be based on:
Total number of students
Number of students from LIC |
Course offerlngs, related to purpose of program, and enroll-"*'
ment 1n these courses. » | |
| State funds used to support research and educat10na1

actxv1t1es 51m11ar to th se encouraged by thlS program.
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Act1v1t1es mlght be varied and at ‘the discretion of un1vers1ty
off1c1als -~So+long-as" cons1stent w1th the overall mandate, these mlght
lnclude course development; reSearch,wadult:edacatlon,“lnstructaoniof
resideﬂtfundergradﬁate and gradaate'studenfs;‘thesiS‘supervision, foI10w+,rl
‘uP.with former students from,lic,;seminars,:aﬁdibooks;‘

_We propose, however, that use of furids for censtruction;'repair; -
and upkeep ofsbuildings laboratory and'equipmentibeaprohibited- Further,”
these:new funds would be supplementary and would mot be used to carry
out thegtypefof programs_nOW<frnanced’by Internatronal.agenc1es Suchias
technical aSsistahcevand training N B

ThlS type ‘of program could, at least'w1th changes in leg151at1on,v»
'be made part ‘of pregrams carried out by several dlfferent federal
agenc1es-—AID "HEW, or USDA. We have not explored the optlons extea~>‘
~sively. AID in partlcular might consider embrac1ng this anproach
Another optlon warrantlng close scrutiny is the program of research
and education on tropical and subtroplcal agr1cu1ture authorlzed by
'Sect1oa 406 of Public Law 480. Amendments to Public Law 480 made in L

1966 included a budget authorization“of $33 million’to the Secretary“ofﬁ“?"

| Agr1cu1ture for carrying out research and education related to trop1cal _ vr"*

and subtrop1ca1.agr1culture. Contracts cooperatlve agreements Cand -
, grants.tovcolleges and universities in the Un1ted States‘are.authorlzed_ i
or. - | |

| To date, there has been only one appropriation for fhiS»program;"Ir

was $500,000 in fiscal year 1974. These funds are being used‘to'finahce’i_



’ 1fcu1tural Research Serv1ce

11.
vcooperative agreements w1th the univer51t1es of Puerto R1co Hawaii, 11

_ and Florida as well as selected research in Puerto R1co by the Agri--

7/

'ENCOUﬁAGE REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DESIGNED
TO FACILITATE PROFESSIONAL GROWTH IN LIC

Several factors g1ve rise to the recommendation to promote reg1onal

\f; organizationsﬁwhich_would,fac1litatevprofe551onalVgrowth‘of agriculturalzf

’economiSts" In many'countries there areia Significant, but limited
number of trained agrlcultural economists _Many of these persons are -
; Searchlng for their spec1f1c role The organizations'could help over-

_come problems aSSOC1ated w1th 1solat10n and 11m1ted funds that prevent

"f‘k’active profe551onal 1nterchange But, it is a long-term process under

"the best of c1rcumstances In many cases, the reactions to past instances

o of 1nte11ectua1 coloniallsm w1ll 1mpede and make more d1ff1cult the

.effectlve development of these types of organizations However we think
bvvlthe potential benefits are worth the effort o | |
| At the same t1me, we should not 1gnore the fact that w1th 1mproved
"lcommunications and transportation and greater 1nterdependency among the
vLIC as well as other countries, ‘there is an 1ncreased need for opportunl—
f_tlcs of U S professronals to be acquainted w1th work of colleagues in -
"other countries' Thlsrincreased need for effective communications among
‘ agricultural economists of the United States and those from LIC encompass
(a) research problems wh1ch affect their countries as well as the United
'~States and (b) U S students and profe531onals 1nterested in working in
the LIC and LIC students and profe551onals 1nterested in being in the

‘United States
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The experlence of the Agrlcultural Development Counc11 in A51a 'k

_1111ustrates potentlal payoffs from "network" types oﬁ act v1ty

: State Unlver31ty work 1n Afrlca has snnllarltles. Somevaetli’

”v\Latln Amerlca of the foundatlons also have 51m11ar1t1es [1]

Also, 1n nnplementlng thlS type of recommendatlon, natlonal and
reglonal organlzatlons of agrlcultural economlsts and the Internatlonal )
- - Associat ion of -A‘gricultural ‘Economists 'shouidi not be overlooked..

' Olatunbosun's discuSSion; for example, indieates thattregionaIZOrgani-‘a,v
zatlons of agrlcultural economlsts may be in a po51t10n to play a »l |

| cruc1a1 role 1n developlng llnkages and networks of communlcatlons that‘

: w111 fac111tate profe551onal growth in the LIC [8] »

The act1v1t1es of such reglonal organlzatlons would vary, but

",mlght 1nc1ude'pf'vwv

:h(° Follow -up w1th students who return to home‘country after B
:'; studylng 1n the Unlted States |
. Workshops and semlnars.x
'Tf:Pac111tat1ng arrangements for sabbatlcals.
"Iac111tat1ng profe551ona1 d1a10g among agrlcultural economlstsb
| of reglon and among these economlsts and U.S. agr1cu1tura1
| economlsts , | -
Fh1s recommendatlon should not be 1nterpreted as ca111ng for substltute
_"jorganlzatlons The Assoc1at10n should not be he51tant to support and
‘éenhance those features of current reglonal act1v1t1es whlch appear appro-

prJate The 1mportant con51derat10n 1s actlve efforts to foster profe551ona1
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, deve lopment and llnkageg amonb agricultural economists of fhe regions and

agricultural economlsts of the United S tates.

FLEXIBILITY OF U.S. TRAINING INSTITUTIONS_
~ Implicit to our recommendation for decentralization of decision-
making is greater flexibiiity of the international agencies in fhe imple-
 mentation of the training programs they finance. More decisionmaking by .
~the ﬁrainiﬁg institutions about training programs ofoLIC students means
in many cases adaptation of program execution‘to the partioular oeeds and
- circumstances of those receiving the tfaining. ‘There is a corollary
also of gfeat importance—~flexibility of thevU.S.'tfaining institutions.
The needs for floxibility'especiallf réiate to: 
. Tho'néed to'adapf to the improved oapabilities of LIC
" universitiés.
'»Needifor‘devélopment ofbnon-formal short courses
As Fienup 1nd1cates there have been 51gn1f1cant changes in the
capability of LIC universities. An 1ncrea51ng number of them have
develdped high quality M.S. programs and in some cases, Ph.D programs.
Consoquently, U. S unlver51t1es w111 1ncrea5i;g1y be asked to admit
holders of M.S. degrees from LIC universitles° A positive response_to
Vthis demand will require better knowledge about the foreign uniVersities,
In many cases, the‘screehingrand selection of U.S,vand LIC students
for U.S. Ph.D programs have been based on the record of M.S. training in
Uis._univorsities.' Formal and informal linkages have made possible

intelligent.consideration of applicants. These linkages have not only



- made p0551b1e the consideration of the @vera11 capab111¢v of the appllcants;
but also in some cases awareness of the content of the courses that the
"appllcant has taken to fulfill the M.S. reqvirementﬁ Substitute means
ex obtalnlng information for use in considering apﬂilcant% will be re-
qu1red It may alsO»be necessaryrfor the=un1verg%aéJ.vto be flex1b1e
~ about the'initiél parf'of the Ph.D training program for these students
in order to éceommodate the increased heterogenity Gf'thé previous train-
_ing of the students. Summer programs such as those conéncted by the
Econoﬁic,Dévéiopment Institute, whereby incoming students take selected
course work,,may also‘be.an important‘approach to these changes.
| There are other prospective developments which'will call for

fleXibility; An increasing number of LIC students will be asking to
také'Ph.D”équrse work at U.S. universities tb,contribute to the require-
ments of aaPh.D fr0m a uniﬁersity in their home country {7]. In other situ-
: ations,'they will be asking for post-doctorate training opportunities in
U.S. univerSitiés.affer receivihg Ph.D's from their LIC univefsities.
In.manyvcaéés, changes of U.S. graduate rules will be needed.

Steps might also be taken t0 inc1udefLIC ecpndmists,on committees
gUidngbhomﬁ country dissertations of LIC Ph.D candidates at U.s. univer-
sities. Many are‘highly capable and especially in tefms of home country’

theses have a great deal to contribute.
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In still other situations,” forelgn students need to be able to ~
”'do their theses at the U.S.: unlver51t1es w1th staff familiar with their
countrysand-w;th needed 1;brary'reference,materlal on thelr country.
Thesewuﬁiversitieé maytnbt'be*thethe from which they afe_receiving
their degree, Thus, again unusual flexibility is called for if we are -
to maximize the payeff'to the»foreign'student.' | £

‘.:5Thelimportance ef-nen—forﬁal training opportunities is generally
‘recognized,’”brdmotienseinto'administfative pesitions have come quickly
fot sbmeff Fermel coutse work in some'caSes has not focused on the parti-
cular short- ~term needs 1n the home countrles. - In other'ceses degree
rec1p1ents of earller years have needs for addltlonal study whlch 1s
ofteén not avallable in formal academlc courses Thus, ) .
there are frequent needs for Skllls and knowledge not‘ordinarily
' 'intorpofated in U.S. or ‘other greduate treining programs in agricul-
tural economics. = | | |
‘ 'g'Fiexibility'is again required since non-formal training is designed
to'be=c6mp1emehter73to forﬁal training available in the LIC and in the
j United States and’ since it’is'designed to equip those participating to
bettefumeet nearby job requirements. Further}_these types of activities
increasiﬁgly‘ﬁeed'to be'COndUéted in the LIC with their institutions
' centrally-iﬁvelved, therebytrequiring the adjustment of course content
to’particular~coﬁntry situations-and effective integrating of LIC and

U.S. staff responsibilities;
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In some cases, these short courses can be complementary to the
formal academic training of LIC students at the time they are obtaining
their_degrees, In other cases, the more appropriate timing is after
they have returned to their country and worked for a period of time.
Further, theAbenefit of LIC, and incidently American'students, 1earning
about techniques of agricultural production should not bé.overlooked.
Programs developed at the international research centers such as CIMMYT
and IRRI could be utilized to the advanﬁage of many agricultural econdmics
graduate students, especially those who have not had an opportunity to be
involved directly in the production of agricultﬁral products.

| IBRD and USDA with AID support have béen active in these efforts.
The paftitipation by U.S. universities has been more limited,‘althOugh
there are sighificant exceptions [4]. Thé greater involvementvof IBRD
~and USDA pérsOnnel in these type of programs likely stems from the
- greater involvement of their profeséionals with policy, programténd
administrative issues and problems. These ofganizations also have more
flexibility to fit nonformal training programs.into their activities
than do most universities. Thus, there appears to be significaﬁt oppor-_f
tunities for greater cooperation among USDA, IBRD, and the universities
in the preparation and presentation of nonformal training courses.

The need to adapt to improved capabilities of LIC universities and 1
the need for nonformal short courses raiseé¢ questions, of course, about
the degree orientation of U.S. universities. Wﬁnderlich points to the

effect of degree requirements on limiting the flexibility'of educational



‘institutionsrandvbriefly eXplores the implications of eliminating the .

wtermlnal degree concept" [14] Most universities arednot likely to vf

R thls far But surely, the changes 1n the LIC Just1fy U S. universi-

“tles closely examlnlng the p0531b111t1es of accommodatlng more non degree

“act1v1ty by the1r facultles and the1r students » l |
****** \

The revlew'sponsoredfby“the Association‘pOints up the'inconsistencv"
»between (1) the expected decreased ava11ab111t1es of funds and (2) the
-expected 1ncreased 1nvolvement and relatlonshlps among U.S. 1nst1tut10ns
and prof3551ona15‘of the LIC's and the developed countrles | We Judge
that the expected 1nvolvement could be real1zed but not w1thout add1—
tional funds and 51gn1f1cant changes in the way we approach thlS work

Broadenlng of the dec151onmak1ng, 1ncreased funds reg10na1 organ-
izations, and flex1b111ty of U. s. educat1onal 1nst1tut1ons w111 be |
requ1red There are undoubtedly other recommendat1ons that mer1t support,
And, the above surely requlres reflnement | -

But active efforts are required if the gap between what w111 happen
and the'expectatlons of the membership is to be closed. The Assoc1at1on
obviously confronts the quest1on as to if they should act1ve1y advocate the
-lmplementatlon of these ‘and other related recommendatlons Our quest1on

is—if they donrt,»then who w111?
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TABLE 1. ANTICIPATED CHARACTERISTICS OF 1985 PROGRAMS )

for
INTERNATIONAL TRAINING
in the

ECONOMICS OF AGRICUL’I'URL OF DEVELOPING. COUNTRI

Characteristic:

Funds for related training in U.S. universities will
decrease.

Funding for university training in the LIC will rise,
although wide immobility of students among countries
will pcrsist. .

The demand by LIC students for a U.S. MS degree will
decrease.

The demand by LIC students for a Uu.s. _Ph.D degree will
decrease,

. There will be more effective selection of' LIC students

attending U.S. universities.

There will be increased training at the International
Rescarch Institutes such as CIAT, IRRT, and CIMMYT.

Fewer U.S. institutions will be offering Ph.D work
for LIC students.

Training in U.S. universities will increasingly focus
on rural development and thoretorc, be more relevant
to the LIC studcnt

Rescarch opportumtms in the LIC will be increasingly
difficult to arrange. .

There will be increased need for training of subpro-
fessionals.

Demand for short courses conducted in the LIC and
in the United States will expand. -

More regional journals will be prepared and more
widely distributed.

There will be more two-way communication among pro-
fessionals of LIC and the developed countrics.

Percent of Respondents

rating characteristic as:
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13.

14,
15,

16.

17,

i8.

- TABLE 2. WAYS AND TECINIQUES TO IMPROVE
T INTERNATIONAL TRAINING
in the
ECONOMICS OF AGRICULTURE OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

19.

Percent of Respondents
rating ways and
techniques as: ./

category, and 6 for the 'lowest. g

e}
0 £ @
= ot (o3
I B &
I = -91
Devélop greater linkages between research of LIC graduate
. students in United States and actions programs of LIC. 6z f, .3, .t ..7
Iﬁprove existing Ph.D programs at 6-8 U.S. institutions
with agreement on specialization of geographm areas of .
LIC. 1 |31 . ss
‘Contént of fra‘ining should continue to emphasize theory v )
- and quantitative techniques, but should be broadened to
include attention to institutional framework of develop-
ment, as well as 'unsophisticated methods of analysis;
e.g., farm budget studies, simple regression, and soon. ~ 54 {39 ! 7
Provide students who lack a background in practical L {
agriculture some basic information to fill this void. 700, U 38 LSS,
Provide for a follow-up of Ph.D graduates througﬁ first
six years on the job, rather than casting loose upon : :
graduatlon. : 59, ., .13
Facilitate access by LIC students to data and. research
reports on LIC countries already at U.S. universities,
USDA, and AID. . 36 i .50, . 14,
- Encourage LIC government support of thesis research. 45 .Sz i 3
Encourage more funding for field work for LIC students. 66 B 2 I 6
Develop small grants program for U.S. professionals. and ;
LIC counterparts, perhaps administered by AAEA. 52 4, .38 1 .10
Develop greiter emphasis on workshops and other' tech- »
niques to foster conmunications-among cquals from LIC
and the United States. sz i, .41, L .7
Give support to programs which link 5-10 individuals H
in different countries, rather than institution-wide @
participation in cooperative international development :
- programs: - 30 35 too3s
Facilitate courtesy appointments of LIC profes<:1onals
~at u. S universities. R 10 52 38
Enlarge contacts of U.S. 1n<;t1tut10ns beyond agricul- .
tural institutions of LlC. ) 10 34 . 55
Increase and enhance post-doctoral opportunities in
the United States and other-countries and armngcments
for LIC protessmnﬂls. 9 31 10
Dcvelop better system for evaluating academic records ‘
of LIC students applying to U.S. universities 24 31 45
Develop international standards for all Ph.D degree
programs. ; 100
-
Develop a handbook with suggestions and gmdelmcs i .
for dcpnrtmcnts receiving LIC students. . y 17 i 83
Develop joumal exchanges. : 17 % 35 ;i 48
a/ Respondents were asked to select 6 for the "highest" category, 6 for the "medium"
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o ~ FOOTNOTES |
1/ In 1973 the International Comnittee recomended to the Executive
Board of the Associétion that a Review of International Training
be conducted.  The Executive Board approved and asked thé.Intere
‘nétional Committeevto be responsible for it. Three seminars of
membersvof the Association and other interested peoplé and a éeries
of Specially prepared papers were central to the review. Of great
importance in facilitating the seminars and the dialog essential to

the review was a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation.

g/» To a 1arge.extent, the recommendations ingorporated in this paper
are a synthesis of thosevdebeloped by the seminars. Thus, this
‘paper owes much'to the members of the internétional Committee and
‘the many others who participated in the séminafs. On occasibn the
reéommendatidns‘of this paper go beydnd those articulated‘duringv
the seminars. Thus,ﬁrespohsibility for any errors of 1ogic,.féét;‘of

- feasibility of the recommendations réstS»with the authors. 3Further,‘

the‘récommendations incorporated in this paper do not represent at

this time recommendations of the International Committee. Discussions

at the 1974 AAEA Anrual Meetings and deliberations of the Inter-
national Committee will determine‘whichVOnes are embraced by thé |

Committee.l

3/ In addition to the perspeCtives“of seminar pafticipahts‘based on

personal experiences, there are several writings which are also of
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great relevance and contributed importantly to the viewpoints

expressed in the seminars and in turn, to this paper.

Responses were constrained with the requirement that each individual

respondent coUld’identify'only,one-third of the 18 Suggestions’iden— o

tified in the arlier seminars as "highest priority," another third

as "medium priority," and the other third as '"lowest priority."

We purpdsely encompass research, as well as education. In our judg-

ment, the educational abilities of university personnel are enhanced’
greatly if it is possible for the individuals involved to also parti-

cipate_regularly in related research activities.

This.proposal for monies for U.S. Uniﬁersities is nbt'inteﬁded to
detract from what we perceiVe td be very significant needs for inter-
national assisténce to nationéllreseaféﬁ efforts»of the LIC. Fund¥
ing of both is important and monies for UIQ.S.‘ universities would in

our judgment make it possible to both support U.S.‘aSSistancé'programs

and relate to the LIC educators and cOlieagues on a professional basis,

as well as do a much improved job of instruction of both foreign and

Ameriéan students.

Legal interpretation would be necessary to determine if legislation
would need to be'amended>to carry out the approach outlined above.

Also, other legislation could be developed. But, consideration of the-

budget process would seem to argue for use of current or slightly
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modified:authority contained in Sectionv406; There is, of coufSe,
the;danger:that the apprOpriationS»under thisvapproach wouidzbe SO
small that the automatic alloéation would.diséipate any potential
 ﬁupact simply because,there would not be a critical mass at ény |
one univefSity. Further, there is a chahce'that-thé universitieé
onldlndt'use the funds as intended.' But, these chances would seem

worth taking.



