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~ THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL--A YEAR AFTER THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE = =

"_ThelwpfldiEQodﬁQonfgfeﬁée:canengé;igmBOmp in-November'l97h§*uAt, _‘

.; phat_t;meufherg'V@g?grévefbbncernfabouﬁ:the world's food supplyuQ(Wéridffood' o #:

;»;broduﬁﬁion had:declihédliﬁ'1972;;the“first such decline in two decadeé.\(Thé’.
BTN T R A LT BT e e e T T T

5 }§harp intérrupti9niin,grainvprodﬁétion,ywhich'Was ajpartiof'that_decline,y

‘coincided with efforts commended in the late 60's by the developed exporting |

. :icoﬁntriés;toiréduée'théir_burdensdmg'grain stodks{}{Thgfppmbination pf the$e;‘i

i}two;aéfelopﬁéﬁts:prqducéd“fpightghiﬁg.cqﬁsequenceé;

Whereas food prices had been low and declining during the late 60's |

'tﬁéslostimbmenfﬁmfinifQéd’production. f4;'"

_\Wﬁilgjhopelrah'high;ingéarly:197h ﬁhaﬁ theseacgnditiqns'wogldwbév":, T

" improved by good harvests, the weather, especially in North America, turned

bad and grainAbroductionvfell?againnin,l97h{3




et

2tr¢m§1y;$h6rtvgnd2f9§d;§ricésfhigh.y;Food*aid*had_bEen cuﬁ'drasti¢airyif' 1.ffgt

' tiii;érjsuppliésfwére;aiso short”and;prices_high,)@Fgrﬁilizer aid -

had also been reduced.

I ,additibn;'thé“impactvfothe;energjﬁcrisis wasiintense.x.Théf'"

burden of these developments had fallen most heavily on those developing

' countries with food and fertilizer deficits. =

The,wofldgbecamétacgtely;awarefofithe;malnutritidn which Waé

evident in these countries.xThe cost of food to the world's poor had

idQubled ritrebledfihiiesé"thaﬁyé yearvandla:half;

‘The World Food Conference focused world-wide sttention on.

agreed were the .




establishment;orffollew%up'maehinery:to ensurevthatsthese_reselutions:weulq’

e earfiedf ﬁt,?\Thisfﬁollowfup:machinery ﬁas'embediedfin»ResolutioanXIIa;"‘.

"*"u‘fWﬁiCh”Createdithe‘Werlanqod'Coupcil; the Committee on Werld Food Security, -

 the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programs, and the Consultative Group =

'np!on Food Productlon and Investment in Developlng Countrles,xand Resolutlon XIII *f

*?.“which;éstablishedgthefframewofk:for creating,an“IntergstiopaifFund\fprf;g

 Agriculvuwal Development.

-A:majerrconClnSion'Qf‘the Conferencevwas;thatlsoIUtions to_werld

fooc pfebIem Adependedelergely onvmustering.the_pqliticaldWilIxtoIsqlVegthee"

roblems;SﬁWhilésthereu#efe,obsiously numerous constraints;éndhdifficglties

technical and resource nature, it was evident that economic, social,

nd polltlcal factors were the fundamental causes for 1mbalances in. food

iproductlon and consumptlon 7(The need to’ effectlvely harness thls polltlcal

ﬁiiI'gave rise‘ﬁo"the hewxinstitutions’thét5wefe'createdéeespecislly*the’World -

Food Council.. -




ing greater resources for food production;:

ThiS“Brihgsvﬁé7fdithé5Wbrld Food Couﬁ@ilfﬁinefanthé;gft¢f=thefif;,.: 

I have learned that I seldom get into trouble when I quot




»of%eﬁ;injtﬁe;pastaihtéinétlbﬁél:COhfeténcés,haavpfbdudéd.well-phraséd réédmmendétionS»,_

" that

had not resulted in prOGuctive action for lack of implemenﬁation‘machinéry; o




The creation of the World Food Council was oné of the Conference's

;mporﬁantfrééomﬁendatioqs to ensure‘éffective;follow+up:action;.and:it was

TR .

:tbfa¢¢0m@li§hzthi$ purst¢jthat:the;United Nations General‘Assembly;'ih’its

o C
AR

f.bvtiresQlutiohﬂ33h8~tobkfthéfdecisioniatjthe’29thvseésionfto establish the 
| Council as'an organ of the United Nations reporting to the General Assembly

‘thrqughvthé'EchOmic;ahd‘Social'Council.31 £af

The specific mandate of the Council is described in this General |

: ;WASSembly¥re§§lﬁtipnzand'in ResOlﬁtion XXII_othhe}Qonference;>(ToFCOHServe

”}fiyouf?timésflfwill hopfdwell here Qn,thefdetails.)(The'mandaté;of'théﬂCoﬁncil

 _isf¢1early§t§;pr§videvdynamic leadefship at,a‘high'level'iﬁ¥cbming,to grips

R

With:Wbrld‘quﬂiprqblems.)(This involVés_recommendihg”tgithé!GéﬁeralaAsseﬁily .
' :fﬁfthrougﬂ ECOSQC:remedial.actibnsuthat mayvbe nééessary on:theﬂparp ofﬁf}f”

v}'ff;gpvérnments*andftheiageﬁcies of'the,United.Nationsmsyspem, inéludipgziﬁ$* 

‘regional organizations.




d Conference to eliminate hunger ..e,nd"malnutf'i_ti’onvi;.in’ the’ nextten years.

Rev1ew of the World Food Sltuatlon and the Crltlcal Issues
with Wthh the Counc11 Should be Concerned

he Council .agr'ee@fﬁh%t‘;ﬂ all "eountriésﬂin 2 ,,?Ositich' to do so and -

g supplles. Ft noted




intended 0 né;‘ease 2

‘{ts multilateral =




: ;_;,._f v‘its smltilaters.l food e.id to 75 000 tons axmually for. the next three yea.rs,

i that is more thsn dou'ble its ‘previous FAC commitments. 'Ihe United Ststes

'vplsnned to expsnd its food s.id program from 5. h million tons in 19714-7'5 &o e v.

about 6 million tons in 1975-76 ’I'he Council noted ths.t the Europea.n Economic,

'.'v -

3 Co ity Council of mnisters was considering a propose.l to. increase the

Cosmunity's food a.id from 1 5 million tons to about 1. .64 million tons. ‘mis

T proposal ’Va.s : however, Qstill under ,consideration aﬁ:er continuing resiatsnce

v .from Frence and the Feders.l Repu'blic of Gemsmr and several delegates urged

that the EEC countries should ta.ke an early decision on the size of their o

“‘.i._'bnaterai end multilatera.l food e.id pmsrems so as to helP a"hi‘m the

"-»f:minim food aid target of 10 million tons. o S

personally visited EEC Heg.dqua.rters s.t Brussels .just before the

P?,‘.is, [ti‘.*?.‘,.se‘,.'f' l

' The Council hes.rd e. proposs.l by Sweden for the creation of an

e ‘internatione.l emergency reserve or 500 000 tons to be e.dministered by the : ,

- a-,..,, . .
o~ Ad

World Food Progrsms to dea.'i with the interne.tions.l emergencies. Sweden
_'{-'v’offered hO OGO tons as its contribution. 'l‘he proposal ws,s supported by

T = *__."Norwsy, end several representatives spoke in i’avor of it, " S

i opening of the Council's first session to stress the importance of meeting SR



10 .

 Food Security.

L‘The_Councillagreed that a.viable'and generallylagréed'system of.

»

world foOdfsecuritvaould'be one of the main pillars of world foqd'pblicyixll
v “It_necdgﬁizedlthat, in itsibroadest sense, world food security had many

: dimensions;iand the'incnease of food production in the developing countries

;was,at-its‘heart. R
'The Council also noted that many governments had giveﬁ their full -
,'supportfto‘the objectives, policies, and guidelines of the International .

Undertaking on World Food Security, and urged all other go&érnmentéfto do the

.:same.és soon‘as possible.

wiﬁon‘the”larger issue‘of’world food éecurity, little progress had -
_ been made .M While a.large number of countries have agreed to the objectives, -
v'guidélines and policies'of'the'International'Undertaking‘anWorld FoddiSecurity,”
ﬁithe_fundamental issue of developihgva‘minimum,level of‘grain'stdcks;is:far

'

‘Efrpmjpeing realized.

' World grain stock levels are extremely low nQW?7LWhereésxtwo'months

:'ago‘it looked as though some building up of stocks was possible With improved

cropé in North America, that hope'is now beingveroded away by the extremely

large grain




.is all too rem nis¢¢ﬁ£'6f5thefsituation3§hat‘pregipitated?the”WorldhfoOd}]

'rgblems:ofil972€l97hjf Infthisicrﬁéialiafegﬂitfﬁés%tdﬁbe?éaid‘tﬁé£5fh§i

‘situation remains precarious and effective progress has been minimal.

Fertilizers and Pesticides

7{ouhcil“rgyieﬁedithéhfertilizer'siﬁuatiqniandfurged{thatzalli

da1d—g1v1ng"countr1es 1ncrease thelr bllateral and multllateral ald both 1n

ash and 1n klnd to enable the MSA countrles to obtaln the requlred plant 11

ﬁfrients.%;It?éléoireébmménded:thaf an:iﬁcteasedlprOPOrtiQﬁﬂéfftbtalffértilizeﬁ{ 5

Séi?ﬁan¢e*ShOFld%be{Chanﬁelledjﬁ rough the:Interhgtional.Fértilijerjgupply;i; s

f7(The Unlted Klngdom announced that 1t Would 1ncrease 1ts contrlbutlon

f"Eﬁté*fhéfIﬁteﬁhafiénﬁliFertilizﬁffSupplyqschemé byﬁ15?millioﬁfp9unds=b?:7'

133.75 million dollars.}{This would amount to more than 100,000 tons of =

fertilizer.

jJTpé}Qqﬁncil”endorS§di#hejregommendétions;cbﬁtainediinﬁﬁhe'ééé?etayiat ;:ff'ﬁ

,doquﬁenﬁ 6nfpésticid¢s:iﬁ_thé?éonﬁéxtJOfEméeting‘the'requirémentsfbf”‘%f; ;¢§fkf{3

‘developing countries.




ivf{ﬁmTheiﬁrgenﬁlneéaftbﬂihqreaSeEthe*floﬁf@f'fihanéialyanthééhnical

e

ZTEaséistange‘fdfﬁagricu}tuf@lgdévélbp@eﬁt’and fdédxprodﬁction in'dévéi5piﬁg

1;fQQuhfrieéfwas‘5gain‘féaffirﬁédngfthéﬂcbﬁhéil;fip diS¢ussing‘theiprogfess- »

"-t On th§LInternationalPFundhférQAéficuiﬁural Devélqpﬁéﬁt;y~ -
Vhe;task‘qfﬁpréparing;andfserviciﬁg theyformalyméetinéé‘and‘informal'*:;;;
A_¢hfaét$”6nbthié'FundjW§$fassigpéd_togthe}EXécﬁtivé;Diréctorfahd theasécretariat 

'?offfhefWOrld FQQdfCQﬁhgil.by?the‘Secréta?ijengral,Qf'the}United<Nation$.j<

héféffbllowédfa3sefiésﬁof}infprmal contact§fﬁith,gbverhmenﬁév¢f’deveioped'f '_5

fandfdeve;dping'qqu@triés.)(lfhe?Uhiﬁed1Nati6hszSecrétéfnyenefal;éanénéd a =

ey

mmeétiﬁg bf3a1;fintérestédchuntfies‘in'Genengbn’May;S}aﬁdr6.%;A§fairesult:ofE

‘the very positive attitude of all governments at the meeting, a Working Growp =

was_established to examine the operational, procedural, technical, and other =

;reiatedTQuestibns cqncérning the“forma1iestabliéhmenf,of the Fund;ﬁi

S T_h'e:"Worki‘rig Group met in Rome from June 30 to July b, jgs&affér T

f:thé;firgt sessiQn_ofkthe?World:FQod Cdﬁncilnﬁ(Thé Working_Group.héstadé‘jf

;gigﬁificaﬁtfprég?ess.X7Bﬁ£iséVeral impofﬁént'méﬁtérsvreﬁéin'tolbgﬂcQﬁSidéred}7 {ﬁ:'ﬂ

1.




 'J'at the Group's second session which will be held 1n Geneva from .
.’:September.22-26 It 1s anticipéted that the Wbrking Group will then present
| Jf;its report to a second meeting of all interested countries 1ater this yeamu

L Ttis hoped that the IFAD may become °Pera“°“a1 “‘ Ja‘n“ary 1976

vThebnew’Coosslcscice'Groupufos ébodbProductioo and investment:
(CGFPI) held its ﬁrst‘ session in Washington,. Joly 21-23, a.nd the Consulta.tive
VJi:Group on International”sériculturel Research met in Weshinéton the foliowing ;Ei
: osfvéé#A. The CGFPI is moviné toward a clearer derinition‘of 1ts objectives and '
;iio coooeration with chevarld fbod Council .Fﬁﬂ and IﬁRbb isvdevelooing.a ;cqi

'more precise indication of the:food‘gap anﬂ the resources needed to fill that

Progrem of Action of the Council
The, Council agreed that, ﬁasf..ths'vor%.'.i'ﬁ'sz-bis‘he@ polttical body
ﬂ_dealing exclusively with fbod its main functions would be to monitor the world

i“food situation 1n all its aspects including what 1nternational agencies and

e‘f”jegove:nments‘ere:doing,tomdevelop short-i and long~term solutions to food problems,fflﬁz* .

%o look atithe




B

to look at the total food picture and determine in its coordinating role whether - .

theiworld'fbodistrategy,as‘a»WholeimakesiSense;f&o{identify malfunctions, gaps, ' . .

énd;?rbblémfé :éS§(apd té;§§ert'iﬁs%inflgenéeitp;getxahyAneéessarYfiﬁbrovéments o

JCTﬁ?f09ﬁﬁ¢ii}aS?e¢dfthat~it$:3¢crét§riat shouid’méiﬁtéin;a;closé,;73

'watch over the efforts.of international agencies and governments to increase = ' -

CE

. food production and toimprove w¢r1dffoqaise¢urity3}(1t5fe1tgth§tﬁtné}f~j':"‘

“-Secretariat g

-ﬁ§§ frankly{and'impartiallj;i;iﬂ"

hould scrutinize, review and. comm

ongsituafionSFasiit'finds.them:ahdﬁshduid?gqggegtﬂimprovementSitQjthéfQduhciljkf;”

as and when necessary. .

o -

H “:quSﬁm:up,¥theEWorldgFobd7Cbuncil»haS h¢1d;itsffirst gession;><Someff*a
n”:may‘feel‘that‘iﬁ'fell_shortfoffei?ecpétions.)<?hére_wasfé'peésihiSﬁic:comment, '
. from outside the Council to the effect that the aims and objectives of the |

'353Cdun¢i1 mayfbéfunattainable.)il hgﬁéré different;view.vi» N

]giifEWhatggtrikes ﬁe'aslﬁeing:bf overriding importancg is‘not thgt:the_
;l:Cduncil_did;ﬁot:achieve,dramatic'resﬁltSjat its first:brief3session?ﬂ($heref  f:f

':fafe,no inétént, dramatic bréakfhrdﬁéhé?in'resolving the”world foo&fprob1ém;)(,1.*'
T e e T ———— T

" After all, Rome was not built in a day. =

s oo E KR .




it is not because T wish to

* minimize the difficulties experienced in'the past and those which still lie
N R UL T e e S

" ahead, but because I feel the truth of the old Chinese proverb that & journey -

a.jgveﬁgoffaiﬁhQUSahd'milésf

mustfbeginlwith;the.first stép; énd1I féei'that;£h¢ _

N——

. World Food Council has taken that all-important first step.

,fémhgfrealih@peffér'achieﬁigg~th¢'goalsﬂdf the'world:Fboqngunpi;:rests.

. with the intangibles of political will.

.. There

willfnot'befsignificént;results in‘aqhieying ianeased;fbdd PR

B

- -production in the”fodd:deficit”deveioping countrieé unless thefleédership ff 'xR
T — ——— — L E— o

| ::l<0f each COUhtry‘demthtratesvit'has:thé Will to make‘thebfundA éntalﬂdécisions:’

-vfzréquifed tbfbrovidé“fhe"encourégement to:théif'OWn'farmeré*to'ao?Whatiis* *‘ '

'Erequir¢d5t¢ increa$e.their food:pfoducfion,‘i».. o




jff;’lgl,"

e

' There will not be the required decisions to reestablish the substantial =~

.,ffobdfreser%esfneédéd?for’worldsfcodisecurity;ﬁnlessftheffdod;exﬁorting”coﬁntriésv1 _

-
: e

.

-éndwﬁhbSéfyithfayéilable"fésburceS'are’Willing tbljoih'in.an effoft?tofécﬁieve a

-

*{SthrbuéhgjointfacﬁionFthéfWorld’Fodd’Conferencé»ij§ctivéé»in ﬁofld»food'secufity.
e T e T R T T

<

f 9f:If th?]IﬁternatiQna1_Fund'fér'Agricultural_De%élopﬁenﬁ}is’té.béébme ﬂ.f"

|  f{aﬁf§ffe¢tivéfinstrﬁmeht;ﬂtheffiﬁaﬁcialiy able déﬁeloping countries must retain =
A o R i R SENI P Hn. S ' e S —

:.\ ?”fifth¢ attituq§ thét.led‘themfto sponsor: World Food”Conféren¢evresolution_XIII; and -

':f:the'deﬁelopéd‘industrial,countries must be willing to join with them:gn“a

 cofiparable basis to provide the economic input required.

"Z?f:ijfphé?food;aid:tdﬂfegd»the'starving or'ngSS1y,ﬁalnourishedipeopleﬂVf;.j'”

-

5ﬂabof}théﬂﬁorldﬁié;ﬁo,bé_é§ailabié; th¢fwillingneszqfiallﬁéqunprie55tobparticipaﬁ¢f _"

P

afiﬁ‘this.aetivityimustféohtihuéfuhébéted;:;fi'»

s a réfequiSitg to the;agﬁievabléghqﬁés fofp1ivengf¥b¢t#er cEL

o a hildfepfstghildren df?all;pégplejof.allfﬁontinents—g} ;ﬁ

| quality for the

531,511.races;;alifréiigioﬁs;-allvpoliti¢éi phildsdphiésf;evepywheré, _jj‘




T -

e e iy

i*findipg}@afke£5ffor'their*exportable'products?iandvthe?rest; §

’ijfEthé}¢oun£ries?of3the'wbrld ﬁill not agree to work ﬁoggtherfin}?:‘ fi

" solving the food problems of the world that are so clearly in the best interest =

' 31}offall_dffthém,fthéy'are not*likely'to agre¢ on7anythihg{   |

‘“f]fWithfgoﬁa'progress toward achiéving 6ﬁr gQals in food:aqd qgriéﬁ1tur¢?,

'[fphe'other}seriqus;problems.that,besét'mankind_may-be easier to‘SolVe{fff”

TR

' ﬁ.We‘are dealing,with;thelmost‘basic'6f the_world's problems;; u:




'itgis on1y;peopléTthatﬁare‘{mpd?tant,BQ £_f:};:  

f 7:,ijhat,igégpQut1Whérélthq;WorldfFgodfcbﬁﬁcilffihds.itself in.August-1975¢7 vf

. If you have questions, I will be glad to try to answer them. -

TV




