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Associatio 

conve11:ed j,.n_ROIDf= in November 1974._x At 

about the . world's food supply. KWorld food I 

production had declined in 1972,the first such decline in two decades.'>(The 
' ' ' ' / 

in grain production,, which was a par~ of that decline,· 

with efforts commended in the late 60' s bY the developed exporting 

to reduce their burdensome.grain stocks.xThecombination of ~~ese 

~nddeclining 

seemed tobe in 



..... : 

2 
:.._,._. 

worldcainetogether in Rome faced with:the' 

e!:r-f fl.is}:,bro:u~ht: o:ri" /by these .. developments. 'X Food· supplies 

~ 

short and· food prJc ~s illigh.). Food: aid had been ~ut q.rast iealI'y. · 

t:he impact of the energy crisis was intense. x;_ ,The 

these> devel_6pments had fallen piost heavily on those developing -

" . 

became acutely>aware'.of themalnutritionwhichwas 

. . 

in •;these _cou.ntrie::i. ~ Tl:i.e;, cos-:{; of · food to the world's 
. . . . . . ·\ . ·:i· 

in less than a year and a half. 
:' .. ;~;':· 

world'"'.wid_e· 

' .· . ,._ .. ·.,-. 

-·~olutipns;:to. __ j;he •·short,-t:~rn":~?;'obfiw~;tt' 

food ~ml' :fertilizer-. aid, emergen~r-relief. and financial 

H 
·it·:u.nder:took)ito:develop· solutions to· the .· ' ... ·•· ,,,,·,_•'-:,;\::\{:<< . i-,:. ' 

were the· 
. < 

•-:.,_ 
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· ::;agreedwere,;~the''fundamental · c'!;tases of: the· world's food, problems:;;. The:.solu.tions 
. :,;,. ·1:,··-- .:.:,: ···, .. •i' . .-:-,· : ·.. .· ·,··: : • ... ·. 

=.:·-::,:;.,;. :.: . .:·· .-.. ,. '·.·. 
(,,/"..::···· 

.;were embodied in 22resolutions adopted by the conferencealld subsequently 
.';_-.-_ 

... 

in the actions of the World Food Conference was the 
·;-.:··:-

~- ✓. 

machinery to ens11._re that th~s~ resolutions would 

which icr~ated .the Wo+ld Food Co'll.P:cil ~ the Cammi ttee on Wor1~ Food Security~ , 
~::-7:~7'.':'~~:--__:_ _____ '' ' ' 

·. .· ..... 

the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programs, and the Consultative Group 

' ' ' 

P~9duction and Investment in Developing Coun~ries ;~~cl. Res~l11t:i.on XIIL 

· . whi6h established:.the, framework for creati.ng. an 

~ 

of the Conference was,ithat solutions to world 

on mustering the political will. to solve the 

wer.~ •• ob~iously numerous•· constraints and difficulties 

. ... .·.· 

resource·nature, it was evident that economic, social, 
· .. ~ . . . .,. -......:· 

.·.••. an~·.~olitical'fa~tors'we:i::-e the fundamental causes: for :imbalances in food 
:;,·,,,.:,,:•.:. '· '·,.!;'.'.. ·. "' ' ",• .. ' ,.·' '' 

. '.j:R3fc;:~l~~n·:~i~,:-,po~~~rrio;.)CT~e ... need to·,·eff~~tiv~;Y:,hf~~ss.,~,i,9:,,.po~~tic~l- ,· 

..... ; _ .. : ;·-:-: ... ·· .. :., ,::. . 

will gaye rise to the new' institutions that •w.ere created-"."'especially the World 

Food Council.,.·· 



food 

::_:-_;'.".:),::·"'·-\\··.,. '''·• : _ _..· : 
'~nj;telc,ping a workable system of world food security; and 

.to see that. world food p:roblems 
·~~~--,...........;_--,,..__;...;..._--.,.. ______ _ 

meeting were 



atti ttides and per\'.!eptions ~ but ,bef'.pr~' the 

reached unanimous 

in 

. . 

feature of the World,, Food Conference.was the.high 

. . . -,_ ·. - . . . 

,.follov1-up.• a:tiof ·))"ft recogt1i,~~~ t~.~t, too. 

eohf'erences had produced well-phrased recommendations 

that had not .resulted in productive action for lack of implementation machinery. 
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. The creation of the World Food.Council was one of the Conference's 

important recommendations to ensure effective follow-up action~ and it was 

,, 

tQ accomplil:3h this purpose that the United Nations General Assembly, in its 

reso1ution'3348 took the decision at the 29th session to establish the 

Council as an organ of t:qe United Nations repo:r-ting to the General Assembly 

i,;hrough the Economic and Social Council. 

.The specific mandate of the Council is described in this General 

·Assembly resolution and in Resolution XXII of the Conference.J(To conserve 

Y~?I' time, I will not dwell here on the details. t<,'The mandate of the 9ouncil 

is clearly to provide dynamic leadership at a high level in. coming to grips 

'!;:"' 

·· .. with world food. problems. }(This involves recommending to the General Assembly 

· through ECOSO_C remedial actions that may be necessary on the part of. 

governments and the agencies of the United Nations system, including its 

···regional . organizations. 
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Resolutions Adopted by the·General· 
and World Food Conference 

submitted a report to the WorldFoodCoilncil on the 
\ .,. 

_"Ii,., 

agencies and bodies of the United Nations system in 

resolutions of the General Assembly and the World 

addition, .oral statements updating this information 

bodies to_ the Council.',(' - - ' --- -- " -- -- -- ~~-------------

requested that future reports on this questio:q should 
. . 1( 

of action.taken or planned, accom,panied by estimates of 

in view of the target set by the .World 

to eliminate hunger .and malnutrition in the next ten years. 

of the World Food Situation and the Critical Issues ' 
the Council Should be Concerned 

agreed that all ·countries in a position to do so and 

_. _all aid-giying countries _sl:toi.ild pay special attention to the food needs of 

cot.m~ries and take all necessary steps to help se~:µre: their r~quired 

s~pplie!;l ~ 'fJ-t noted 
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three years, 

The United States 

The qouncilnot~ that the European Economic 

:from France and the Federal Republic of' Germ.any a.nd several. delegates urged · 
' . ' . ' ·. 

' . . 
·= . . • . 

that.the EECcc:,untries should take anee.rly decision on the size of their 



--: 
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Food·security 

The Council agreed that a viable and generally agreed system of 

world food security would be one of the main pillars of world food policy."'l( 

It ~ecognized that, in its broadest sense, world food security had many 

dimensions, and the increase of food production in the developing countries 

w.as at its heart. 

The Council also noted that many governments had given their full 

support to the objectives, policies, and guidelines of the Internati.onal 
\ 

~ndertaking on World Food Security, and urged all other governments to do the 

same as soon as possible. 

_·::£" 

.On the larger issue of world food security, little progress had 

beenmade.'1,_While a large number of countries have agreed to the objectives, 

guidelines and policies of the International Undertaking on World Food Security, 

the fundamental issue of developing a minimum level of grain stocks is far 

from being realized.· 

World grain stock levels are extremely low now.'fWhereas two months 

ago it looked as though some building up of stocks was possible with improved 

crops in North America, that hope is now being eroded away by the extremely 

large grain 
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Canada and .. 
grain purchases by the USSRfroTu._j,he United States~ xrhis .phe:q:ome11on 

too reminiscent of t4e situation that precipitated the worid food 

p 

of' 1972 ..... 1974 .X In .this crucial area it has to be said .that tn..e 

remains precaripus and effective progress 

Fertilizers arid Pesticides· 
. . 

. -
. . . - . 

. ,. . . 

The Council reviewed the fertilizer situation and urged that all 

increase their bilateral and multilateral·aid both in 
. . 

· cash• and in kind, to enable the MSA countries to obtain the required plant 

. . , ' • I 

n~trients.~,It ;also recommended that an increased proportion of total fertilizer 

assistance should be channelled through the International Fertilizer Supply 

Scheme},(The United Ki.ngdom announced that it would increase its contribution 

to the International Fertilizer SupplyScheine by 15 million pounds or 

33.75 million dollars. )(This wouid amount to more than 100.,000. tons of 

fertilizer .• 

The Council endorsed the recommendations contained in the secretariat 

document on pesticides in .the context of meeting the requirements·of 

developing countr.ies. 
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'"·· 
·' ... ;·~ .. 

. . . . . : . 

'The urgent neetl tt) increase: the. flow: of' financial ahd. :technical 
. . ,... ..- .. · ;· ... ·,., .. 

.•_, ti' 

~ssistance •·for' agricul tu:ral developlD.erit and. f'ooci· produCtion '. i~ ;evelot,i,ng 

..... ... . 

countries was _again .r~af'f'irmed by the Counci,l ~ in. ~iscussing the progress·· 
l . 

. on the Inter:t.1ational-Fund for Agriculi;ure.l DeV'elgpment. 

task of' preparin~,. and servicing the formal meetil'.lgif and informal 

~n-thi~Fund :was/assJgned.to. the·ExecutiveDirectorand the Secretariat 

Food.Council by'the·ses:retaty'."."Gene:ralof'·the United Nations.~ 

a: series or,·, ~nf'orrn/3,:i .• ,contact; ~ii;h 'governments of deV'eloped 

_coun,tries .}(.The United Nations. Secr~tary-Genera],_ convened a 
. . . , . . . . , ~ ' .. 

'•:·:i.: 

interested countries in .. Geneya· on ~Y · 5 and. 6.X.. As: a result 

attitude of all governments at .the meeting., a Working 

examine· the·· operational/ procedural~ ,tei;:hnfoal,. and 
' . .. . . - ,' .. 

concerning the f'orinal·establi$hment of the 

,T.he'Worki.~g Group met in Rome from J.une 30,-:to July 4, j~st·afte;r- 1 

. of' •the World Food . Cou.nctl ~ )l The . Working Group. has· ~de 

. . ' 

significant :pr_ogr~ss. }(~t several impori;an~ matters remain. to be._ considered 

· .. ·at the Group's:_ 

''>.i:.,, .. 
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at the Group! s second session which. will be held in Geneva from 

September 22-26. It is anticipated that the Working Group will then present 

< 

its report to a second meeting of all interested.countries later this yeu. 

It is hoped that the IFAD may become operational in ,January 1976. 

. .·.. ' .. . ', . -- . . . . -

.· The new Consul ta.ti v~ Group f'or Food Production and· Investment 

· ( CGFPI) held 1 ts first session in Washington, July 21-23, · and the Consultative. · 

Agriculture.tResearchmet in Washington-the.following 

inie CGFPI is moving toward a clearer definition of its· objectives .. and, 
. : . -~- •' . . . . . 

inco?perationwiththe'World Food Council, 

-. 111or~ Precise indication of' t~e food ge.p and 
. ·~ . .. . " '·, ' ,•_ ·,... . . . -.. . .. ·- •,', ... 

. . . . 

its main functions vould beto monitor the world 
.. ··--_ . . ;· . . 

food situation in all its aspects,lncludfng what international agencies and 
. . . .. . 

governments are doing to develop short- and long-term solutions to food problems; 

to look at,the 
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to look at the total food._yicture and .determine in its coordinating role whether 
··':\: ·, 

the world food. strategy as a -whole makes sens~ ;X,to identify malfunctions, gaps, 
F f'_ --~ 

'' ~ 

- and problem ar.eas i and to exert its influence to. get any necessary improvements 

. . , 

The Council agreed that its Secretariat should maintain a close 

,watchover•the efforts of international agencies and governments to increase 

food..productionand.to.improve world food.security~xlt felt that the 

\ 
Secretariat should'scrutinize, review and comment, frankly and impartially, 

.on situations -as it finds them and should suggest improvements to the Council 

. as· and when necessary. 

To sum up, the World Food Council has held its first session.xsome 

may feel that it fell short of expectations )(There was a pessimistic comment. 

from outside the Council to the effect that the aims and objectives of the 

Council may be unattainable.XI have a different view. 

What strikes me as being of overriding importance is not that the 

- -

Council. did not achieve dramatic results at its first brief session."'l_There 

are no instant, dramatic breakthroughs in resolving the world foodproblem.x 

After all, Eome was not built in a day. 



wit'tl. the intangibles of political will. 

not be 3ignificant results in achieying increased food 

in the food.deficit deyeloping countries unless the leadership 

required to provide the encouragement to - ._____ .. 
their food production. 



be the required decisions to 

reserves.needed f'or•world•foodsecurity unless·the food:;.exporti:rig countri~s 
;7"---.,..__......,... __ ·_· .· -- . • --~-- ..__,..__ 

and those witha.vailable resources are willing to join in an effort tpachieve 

action the>World Food Conference 

. ·- ·. ' . 

the financially able developing countries must retairi 

. the attitude that led them to sponsor World Food Conference resolution .XIII, and 

developed industrial countries must be willing to join with them on a 
------..::__ 

economic input required. 

the starving or grossly malnourishedpeople 

:·<"<'-_{:_,'::_--:_· ·>·,,-:; ...... ::" -:'/.·_'.: 

f'or• -the childr:e~ :and 

ii. ·c \ ;· ··•··. ( 

of a:Ll pf:)9pie; of all continents--
: ,· ·._, ... _. \.·'_: ' .·· .. _.·::\::\::.\??-'.<- ,' (.:· ... 

. . .. . 

races--allreligions"".-all·politi9EJ.l philosophies-...;everywhere. 
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We are dealing basically with :feeding the worid's hungry people in 

the belief that if the nations of the world can demonstrate to the:inselves 
(.~ .. 

"" that through cooperation and understanding this difficult goai c~pe 
f· •. : . ....___..... 

achieved, then possibly that success can lead the way toward achieving progress ----r---·------
in solving some of' the other difficult economic problems that the world now 

confronts. in its search for a more quitable international economic. order--s:uch 

as the1;1eed f'or an international monetary system that works, the problems that 
~~-~ ..... ~-.. ·~. --·~-----. 

grow out e>f the energy crisis, the problems of the developing countries in 
--c--.,...-"'....,__,., .... ~~P•..,,.,~-~; • s-:---:-•-'"--~~---:•-c-• • -~----:-~-~ -•-,r·'~~.,,,.>,, 

finding markets for their exportable products, a:r1d the rest. 

If the countries of the world will not agree to work together in 

solving the food problems of the world that are so clearly in the best interest 

of all of them, th~y are not' likely to agree on. anything. 

With good progress toward achieving our goals in food and agriculture, . 

the other serious problems that beset mankind may be easier to solve. 

We are dealing with the most basic of the world's problems. 
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we always keep the focus directed on the.welfare· 

particula:r:ly on those at the the 

about.where the World Food Council finds itself in August 1975. 

If. you have q_uestions, . I will be glad to. try to answer them~· 

### 


