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Abstract The demonstration effect triggered by the construction of Zhejiang’s characteristic towns has attracted attention and learning from all

over the country, and has set off a boom in building characteristic towns across the country. Under the dual constraints of industrial develop-

ment and resource intensive use, the undeveloped areas of central China must find suitable development paths for characteristic towns. Taking

Yichun City as an example, this article analyzes the advantages of Yichun City for developing characteristic towns combining its natural and

economic conditions. In addition, the characteristic town development paths, such as vigorously promoting the construction of urban facilities

highlighting the characteristics relying on existing small towns, constructing an industrial chain of " ecology + leisure" , highlighting cultural

charm, and improving development grade, are proposed to provide useful reference for the development of characteristic towns in this type of

underdeveloped cities in central China.
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1 Introduction

Promoting the construction of characteristic towns in the new stage
has become a strategic choice for accelerating regional economic
innovation and development under the new economic normal. It is
also an important platform and carrier for promoting structural re-
forms on the supply side and implementing kinetic energy conver-

"' From a global perspective, the

sion projects from old to new
characteristic towns such as Silicon Valley in the United States,
Davos in Switzerland, Greenwich in the United Kingdom and Pro-
vence in France are famous. The construction of characteristic
towns has become an important engine to lead regional economic
development™'. From the domestic point of view, Zhejiang Prov-
ince has opened the prelude to the construction of characteristic
towns. The rise of characteristic towns coincides with the accumu-
lation of Zhejiang’s block economy and regional characteristic in-
dustry development and the demand for new growth points for
economy. Characteristic towns have become new carriers to pro-
mote industrial agglomeration, industrial innovation and industrial
upgrading. Most of central China is underdeveloped, involving a
large number of towns and large population. Regional economic
development is relatively backward. However, the cultural tourism
resources in central China are abundant. In addition to protecting
basic functions such as basic farmland, water resources and eco-
logical environment, there are also many development demands in
it. The rise of characteristic towns has undoubtedly brought new
opportunities to the development of such areas. Combining its own

resources to drive regional economic development, under the dual
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constraints of industrial development and resource intensive use,
the underdeveloped areas in the central region must find suitable
development models for characteristic towns. However, the current
discussion of the construction of characteristic towns mostly focuses
on the large and medium-sized cities in East China, and the con-
struction of characteristic towns in underdeveloped cities in the
central region is less concerned. Zhang Xue took the pharmaceuti-
cal town of Pan’an as an example and proposed the upgrading of
traditional industries and the development of industries with pro-

BJ. From the perspective of global tourism, Xiang Dingwei

jects
and Qin Deli analyzed the planning of characteristics town in
Zhongba Town, Guizhou Province, providing reference experience
for building tourism-oriented towns in underdeveloped areas'*’.
Hao Huayong analyzed the gap between underdeveloped regions
and developed regions such as Zhejiang from the aspects of region-
al space, industrial stage, urbanization level, scientific and tech-

). The existing research

nological level and cultural integration
has not yet played a good role in the development of the character-
istic small towns in the underdeveloped areas of central China.
Based on this, this article takes Yichun City, Jiangxi Province as
an example and explores the development path for its characteristic
town in combination with the natural and economic conditions of
Yichun City, with a view to promoting the construction of charac-
teristic town in underdeveloped areas of central China and provi-
ding useful enlightenment and reference for promoting industrial
transformation and upgrading, enhancing new development mo-

mentum and improving effective supply capacity.

2 Advantages of Yichun City in developing character-
istic towns

2.1 Developed transportation network and superior geo-
graphical location Yichun City is an important hub area in the
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western Jiangxi Province. It is located in the common hinterland of
the three provinces of Jiangxi, Hunan and Hubei, with good traffic
conditions and a Mingyueshan Airport. The existing air routes
have been spread across major cities across China with convenient
transportation. In the future, the railway network connecting
Shanghai in the east, Yunnan in the west, Wuhan in the north and
Guangzhou in the south will be developed. The railway network
will be developed. The Shanghai — Kunming Expressway and Nan-
chang — Shangli Expressway are connected to Nanchang and Chan-
gsha. The Tonggu — Yichun Expressway connects the downtown of
Yichun and Tonggu. The superior location conditions provide a
solid foundation for Yichun to participate in the construction of the
"Belt and Road", integrate into the Yangtze River Economic
Belt, built a regional central city in western Jiangxi and lead the
economic development of the western Jiangxi.

2.2 Rich natural resources and good industrial base Yi-
chun City is rich in resources within its jurisdiction. Among them,
selenium-rich hot springs and tantalum-niobium ores are the most
precious. Wentang’s hot spring is the only high-quality hot spring
in China that can compete with the French Aix hot spring, with
obvious physical fitness and anti-cancer effects. Yichun’s tanta-
lum-niobium ore is the largest mining and selection enterprise in
China and the production base of tantalum-niobium raw materials.
The deposit contains various metals such as tantalum, niobium,
lithium, rubidium and cesium, and has high comprehensive utili-
zation value. There has been a national-level Yichun Economic
and Technological Development Zone and a number of established
industrial parks in Yichun. The pillar industries such as lithium-
ion new energy, bio-medicine, electronic information, electrome-
chanical and new materials have been basically formed. The mod-
ern service industry led by tourism has developed rapidly.

2.3 Profound cultural heritage and pleasant ecological envi-
ronment Yichun has a long history and profound cultural herit-
age. It is an important birthplace of the west of Gan traditional
culture. A group of characteristic cultures represented by moon
culture, Zen culture, hot spring culture and farming culture have
started the local cultural brand of Yichun. The tourism slogan of
"the capital of the moon, the holy place of Zen and the town of hot
springs" has enhanced the competitiveness of the cultural tourism
industry. Yichun culture provides a continuous source of power for
regional development. The air quality in Yichun area is high qual-
ity all the year round. Both the major rivers in the territory have
reached drinking water standards. A good ecological environment
not only contributes to the development of green industries. More-
over, it is also uniquely advantageous in attracting foreign invest-

ment.

3 Paths for developing characteristic towns

3.1 Vigorously promoting the construction of urban facili-
ties Compared to developed regions, underdeveloped cities have
lower levels of urbanization. The construction of urban supporting

facilities has not been perfected. In order to promote the construc-

tion of characteristic town, it is necessary to vigorously promote
the construction of urban supporting facilities, starting from three
aspects: construction of transportation facilities, special tea sup-
port and tourism facilities. In terms of transportation facilities con-
struction, traffic is a key influencing factor for both the industrial
development and the tourism development. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to promote the improvement of the transportation system inside
and outside the town. In term of supporting industries, the devel-
opment of the industry requires the support of excellent supporting
facilities. Therefore, a good job must be done in supporting the
core industry. Scientific research bases, education and training fa-
cilities, industrial museums and other industrial supporting facili-
ties can be introduced to promote industrial development. Consid-
ering the supporting facilities for tourism, it is needed to improve
the travel services including accommodation, dining, shopping
and entertainment.

3.2 Highlighting the characteristics relying on existing small
towns The central and western regions should not blindly follow
the example of Zhejiang and other eastern developed regions to
open up new areas to create characteristic towns. In a county with
a certain scale of urbanization and industrial base, it is possible to
gradually follow the planning of new areas in the eastern region to
create characteristic towns. Relying on natural resources, a com-
posite industry model can be developed, based on ecological agri-
culture, supplemented by processing industry and enhanced by ec-
ological leisure industry. Beautiful landscape, fresh mountain air,
dense vegetation, and rich agricultural products provide the foun-
dation for the oil tea town industry, thereby forming a culture of
oil tea, reshaping the pastoral scenery, experiencing farm life,
and leading high-efficiency agriculture. A consolidated economy
development framework can be established to break the barriers of
administrative divisions in the oil tea towns and urban areas and
surrounding areas, emphasizing that the formation of economic
units is based on function, instead of geographical division, as a
criterion for differentiation. Based on the oil tea industry as the
core, other developed industries can be integrated, realizing the
integration of creativity, operation, research and development,
manufacturing, marketing and service in industrial operation, and
building a consolidated economy development framework, thereby
maximizing regional characteristics.

3.3 Building an characteristic industrial chain of '"ecology +
leisure" Towns in underdeveloped cities lack a good industrial
base in the secondary and tertiary industries. In particular, the
development of high-end manufacturing and production services in-
dustries is relatively backward. Therefore, the development of
characteristic towns needs to start from their own industrial condi-
tions and resource advantages. Industries that meet the actual situ-
ations of the town and have comparative advantages can be chosen
to develop. Ecology is the characteristic connotation of the town,
and an important resource industry, representing energy and val-
ue. It has a strong influence and penetration. Based on ecology,

Yichun can develop other distinctive industries to achieve greater
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value. There are limitless possibilities. The first is to promote
"ecology + leisure tourism". Relying on the ecological resources
of the town, ecological genes can be integrated into the traditional
leisure industry to create ecological and healthy leisure tourism
" ecology + health holi-

projects. The second is to promote the '

day". Through refining the connotation of medical care and com-
bining traditional Chinese medicine, a full-age health and holiday
industry with health and medical regimens as the core will be built
from diet, accommodation, entertainment and many other aspects.
3.4 Highlighting cultural charm and enhancing development
grade

China lag behind the eastern regions in the stage of economic

The underdeveloped regions of the central and western
development. However, the advantages in cultural resources
endowments are obvious. In particular, some traditional villages,
ancient buildings and intangible cultural heritage give these
regions a rich cultural heritage. This is also a unique advantage in
the future to create a characteristic down and highlight the cultural
taste. To create a characteristic town in an underdeveloped area,
it is necessary to demonstrate cultural charm to enhance the
development taste, including protecting the external cultural carri-
er and cultivating the inner cultural qualities. The external cultur-
al carrier covers historical celebrity human resources, ancient vil-
lages, cultural sites, intangible cultural heritage, etc. Backward ar-
eas must handle the relationship between protection and develop-
ment. Under the premise of protecting the integrity and authenticity
of the culture, the developed form and progress must be well
planned. Within the carrying capacity of resources and environ-
ment, tourism should be developed in moderation. Destructive
development must be prevented resolutely. Cultural and creative en-
terprises can be introduced in a timely manner. Through combining
tradition with modernity through cultural creativity, fresh lift is
brought to the old and heavy culture with technology and information
technology, which is easier to be accepted by young people.

4 Conclusions
Promoting the construction of characteristic towns is of great signif-
icant to underdeveloped cities. In developed or developing coun-

tries, the construction and development of small towns have played
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(From page 29)

sided view of the problem. Folk custom has its advantages, but
still needs to abandon the old-fashioned and unhealthy atmos-
phere. So, it should look at folk customs from a dialectical per-
spective. It should inherit and develop its essence, and stop and
eliminate the dregs. In targeted poverty alleviation process, it
should not only rationally use folk custom but also make best use
of the advantages and bypass the disadvantages, and select a more
appropriate development way.
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a positive role in promoting industrial development and urbaniza-
tion. Therefore, China has proposed to promote the construction of
characteristic towns, promoting a new round of urbanization with
the development of characteristic towns. For less developed cities,
the construction of characteristic towns is a major opportunity,
conducive to the optimizing industrial structure, utilizing industrial
resources, promoting urbanization and promoting the development
of new urbanization. Taking Yichun City as an example, combi-
ning the natural and economic conditions of Yichun City, this arti-
cle analyzes the advantages of its development characteristic
towns. At the same time, the development paths for characteristic
towns are proposed, including vigorously promoting the construc-
tion of urban facilities, highlighting the characteristics relying on
existing small towns, building the "ecology + leisure" characteris-
tic industrial chain, highlighting the cultural charm, and impro-
ving the development grade to explore regional industrial charac-
teristics, cultural heritage, and ecological endowments, drive re-
gional economic and urbanization development, and make up for
the lack of urbanization and urban-rural integration in underdevel-
oped areas in central China, thus providing useful reference for
the development of characteristic towns in this type of underdevel-

oped cities in central China.
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